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CAP. CXXVIII.
An A& to enable His Majefty to acquire Ground

neceflary for Signal and Telegraph Stations.
[aoth Sune 1815. |

WW ‘eon

te it is expedient that His Majefty fhould be enabled
from Time to Time to procure and take, or purchafe, either
fora Time or Term of Years, or in Fee, as Occafion fhall

require, all fuch Lands or Hereditaments as are, fhall, or may be wanted
for the Purpofes of Signal or Telegraph Stations, and of making, pre-
ferving, and maintaining a free and uninterrupted Communication between

the refpective Signals or Telegraphs ereCted or to be erected thereon, and
of preventing and removing any Obftructions thereto, either by Buildings,
‘Trees, or in any other Manner, together alfo with all neceflary Ways
unto and from the fame; be it therefore enacted by the King’s molt
Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affem-

bled, and by the Authority of the fame, That it fhall be lawful for the
Lord High Admiral, or any Three or more of the Commiffioners for exe-

cuting the Office of Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland for the Time being, from Time to Time, by any
Writing under their Hands, to authcrize any Perfon or Perfons to furvey
and mark out any Lands or Hereditaments which are, fhail, or may be

wanted for the Purpofes aforefaid, or any or either of them, and to treat
and agree with the Owner or Owners thereof, or any Perfon or Perfons
interefted therein, either for the abfolute Purchafe thereof for the Public
Service or for the Poffeffion thereof, for fuch Time or Term of Years as

the Public Service fhall require.
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, “II. And be it further enacted, That in cafe any Obftruétion fhould arife,
grow, or.be occafioned, or fhould be intended to be made between any
Two Signal or Telegraph Stations, fo as to impede the free Communica-

tion between the faid Stations, it, fhall be lawful for the Lords Commif-
; fioners of the Admiralty to agree for the Removal or.Prevention of fuch
.. Obftruétions in the fame Mannér and under the fame Powers and Provi-
- vifions, as.are herein-after provided for the Acquifition of the Lands or
_ Grounds neceflary for the Ereétion of the faid Signal .or ‘Telegraph
., Stations, . :

Bodies Poli- ©
tic, &c. may”
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Premifes. . ‘Tenants in Tail, and for the Hufbands, Guardians,. Truftees, Committees,

“TI. And be it further enacted, That it fhall be lawful for all Bodies
Politic or Corporate, Ecclefiaftical or Civil, and all Veoffees or ‘Trultees
for Charitable or other Public Purpofes, and for all ‘Tenants for Life and

; Curators, or Attornies of fuch of the Owners or Proprietors of or Perfons
_ interefted in any fuch Lands or Hereditaments required for fuch Public
.Service as fhall be Femes Covert, Infants, Lunatics, Idiots, or Perfons
_beyond the Seas, or otherwife incapable of acting for themfelves, to con-
tract and agree with fuch Perfon or Perfons authorized as aforefaid, either

_

for the abfolute Sale offuch Lands or Hereditaments, or for the Grant of
‘any Leafe either for any Term of Years certain therein, or for {uch Periods
-as the Public Service fhall require, and to convey, furrender, demife, or
grant the fame unto the faid Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, in Truft

- dor His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, accordingly ; and all fuch Con-
tracts, Sales, Conveyances, Surrenders, Leafes, and Agreements, fhall
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, Place of Abode, refufe or decline to treat or agree, or by reafon of Ab-

be valid and effectual in Law, to all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever.
v

_

IV. And be it further enaéted, That in cafe any fuch Bodies or other
Perfons hereby authorized to contrat on Behalf of themfelves or others
as aforefaid, or any other Perfon or Perfons interefted in any fuch Lands
or Hereditaments which fhall be fo marked out and furveyed for the
Public Service, fhall for the Space of Fourteen Days next after Notice in
‘Writing, fubfcribed by fuch Perfon or Perfons authorized as aforefaid,
-fhall have been given to the.principal Officer or Officers of any fuch Body,
..or to fuch other Perfons hereby authorized to contraét on Behalf of others
or interefted themfelves as aforefaid, or left. at his, her, or their ufual

fence fhall be prevented from. treating or agreeing with fuch Perfon or
_Perfons authorized as aforefaid, or fhall refufe to accept fuch Sum of
” Money as fhall be offered by fuch Perfon or Perfons as the Confideration
.,for the abfolute Purchafe of fuch Lands and Hereditaments, or fuch
- annual Rent or Sum as fhall be offered for the Hire thereof, either for a
_ Time certain or for fuch Period as the Public Service may require, then
and in fiich Cafe it fhall be lawful for fuch Perfon or Perfons fo authorized

_
as aforefaid to require Two or mare Juftices of the Peace, or Three or

_ more Deputy Lieutenants (One of whom {hall be a Juftice of the Peace)
_ or Two or more Deputy Governors for the County, Riding, Stewartry,
City, or Place where fuch Lands or Hereditaments fhall be, to put His
Majelty’s Officers into immediate Pofleffion of fuch Lands or Heredita-
ments which fuch Juftices or Deputy Licutenants or Deputy Governors
are hereby required to do, and fhall for that Purpofe iffue their Warrant
‘under their Hands and Seals commanding Poffeffion to be fo delivered,
-and fhall alfo iffue their Warrants to the Sheriffs of the County, Riding,

5 ‘Stewartry,
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© fituate, to furamon a Jury, and every fuch Sheriff is hereby authorized and
-. -zequired to fummon and return a Jury properly. qualified--of the Number
--of Twenty-four, and in the Manner required by the Laws of England,- freland, and Scotland refpedtively, who fhall meet at fome convenient
‘Time and Place to be mentioned in fiich Summons, out ofwhoma Jury
of Twelve fhall be drawn in fuch Manner as Juries for the Trial of Iffues

- joined in His Majefty’s Courts at We/tmin/ter and Dublin are’ drawn-by
Law in England and freland refpeCtively, and in fuch Manner as Juries:are
drawn by Law for the Trial of Offences in Scotland; and in cafe a fufficient |

Number {hall not appear, the faid Sheriff thall choofe others of the Bye-
_ ftanders, or that can fpeedily be procured, being qualified as aforefaid, -

and the faid Jurymen may be challenged by the Parties on either Side,
but not the Array ; and the faid Juftices, Deputy Lieutenants, or Governors
refpeQtively, may fummon Witneffes, and adjourn any fuch Meeting if
Jurymen or Witneffes do not attend, and the Jury, on hearing any Wit-
nefles and Evidence that maybe produced, fhall on their Oaths (which
Oaths, as alfo the Oaths of fuch Witneffes, the faid Juftices, Deputy
‘Lieutenants, or Governors refpectively, are hereby empowered and re-

--quired to adminifter) find the Compenfation to be paid, either for the
“abfolute Purchafe of fuch Lands or Hereditaments, or for the’ Poffeffion
“or Ufe thereof, as the Cafe may be.

N. Provided always, and be it further enaéted, That if the Lord High
- Admiral, or the Commiffioners for executing the Office of Lord High
Admiral aforefaid, or any Perfon interefted therein, fhall be diffatisfied with
the Verdict of any fuch Jury, it fhall be lawful for them or their Attornies
“4n England and Ireland to apply to the Court of Exchequer at We/tminfter
or Dublin refpeGively in the Term next, and in Scotland to apply within
Fourteen Days after the finding any fuch Verdict to the Court of Seffion

Appeal tothe
Court of Exe
chequer, if in
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Ireland, and
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“in Scotland in Time of Seffion, or Lord Ordinary on the Bills in Time of
‘Vacation, and to fuggeft to the faid Courts or Lord Ordinary refpéc... .

- tively, that they have reafon to be diffatisfied with fuch Verdi@t, and ~
“forthwith give Notice thereof to the faid Lord High Admiral or Conimif-
‘ fioners: or Party (as the Cafe may be), and thereupon in England and ..
‘ Ireland the Proceedings that fhall have been had and the Verdict of fuch »

“Jury fhall be returned into the faid Courts of Exchequer refpettively ; andif it fhall appear to the faid Courts to be proper, a Suggeftion fhall be”
-eritered on fuch Proceedings as aforefaid, and a Writ fhall thereupon by
Rule of fuch Court or Order of any Judge of fuch Court be direéted to
the Sheriff of the County where fuch Lands or Hereditaments {hall
He, or if the fame fhall lie in Two Counties, to the Sheriff of either of
fuch Counties, ‘to fummon either a Common or Special Jury, according
‘to the Application that fhall have been made on that Behalf, and as the
“Court or as fuch Judge hall allow, and who fhall refpectively be qualified
‘according to Law to appear before the faid Juftice or Juftices of Affize or
Nit Prius of that County at the next Affizes or Sittings of Niff Prius, if
-the fame fhall not happen fooner than Twenty-one Days after fuch Sug-
geftion, otherwife at the next fucceeding Affizes or Sittings; and the
~Gompenfation to be paid either for the abiolute Purchafe’ or for the Pof-
‘feffion or Ufe of fuch Lands or Hereditaments, as the Cafe fhall be,
-fhall at fuch Affizesor Sittings be afcertained by fuch Jury, in like Manner
-as any Damages may be enquired of upon any Inquifition orEnquiry of
Wa Damages
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Darnages by any Jury before any Judge of Affize or Nifi Prius, and the
Verdiét of {uch Jury fhall be returned to the faid Court of Exchequer,
and hall be final and conclufive ; and in Scotland, if it fhall appear proper
to the faid Court of Seffion or Lord Ordinary upon fuch Application fo

.. to do, the faid Court or Lord Ordinary fhall order and dire€t the Sheriff
of the County where fuch Lands or Hereditaments fhall lie, or if the fame
{hall lie in Two Counties, the Sheriff of either of fuch Counties, to fummon

~

another Jury in the Manner in which Juries are fummoned in Scotland,

properly qualified according to Law, to appear before the Lords or Lord
of Jufticiary at the next Circuit, if the fame fhall not happen fooner than

‘fwenty-one Days after fuch Application, otherwife at the next fucceeding
"Circuit; and the Compenfation as aforefaid for the Lands or Heredita-
ments (as the Cafe may be) fhall at fuch Circuit be afcertained by a

Jury drawn from the Jury fummoned as aforefaid, in fuch Manner as Juries
are drawn in Scotland, wnder the Dire€tion of the faid Lords or Lord of
-Jufticiary as aforefaid, and the Verdiét of fuch laft-mentioned Juries fhall
be final and conclufive, without being fubject to Review or Challenge of
any Kind, unlefs the Court that fhall have allowed fych Enquiry fhall think
fit, on any Application made within Four Days after the Commencement
of the fucceeding Term or Seffion, if in Scotland, to order any new Trial
_jn relation thereto.
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VI. Provided always, and be it further enaéted, That it fhall be lawful
for any Jury impannelled before any Juftice of the Peace or Magiftrate,
or Deputy Lieutenant or Deputy Governor, or before any Judge ofAffize
or Nif Prius, to afcertain the Compenfation to be paid for any Lands or
Hereditaments under this Act, and they are. hereby required to afcertain
and fettle the Proportion to be paid out of fuch Compenfation to any
Perfon or Perfons having any Intereft as Leflees or Tenants at Will or
otherwife, in any fuch Lands or Hereditaments, and the Proportion to be

paid out of fuch Compenfation fhall be 1eturned on the Verdict: Provided
alfo, that where any fuch Enquiry before any Judge ofAflize or Nifi Prius,
-or Lords or Lord of Jufticiary, fhall be had on the Application of any
fuch Leflee or Tenant at Will, or other Perfon having any inferior In-
_tereft in any fuch Lands or Hereditaments, who may have been diflatisfied
with the Proportion of Compenfation fettled by the Juryto be paid in

- refpect of fuch
snters

it fhall not be lawful for the Jury in any fuch
Cafe to alter the Amount of the entire Compenfation awarded by any
former Verdict to be paid for fuch Lands or Hereditaments, but only the

Proportion thereof to be paid to the Perfon or Perfons having feparate
Intereft therein ; and it fhall not be lawful for any Jury on any Enquiry
chad before any Judge of Affize or Nifi Prius or Lords orLord of Jufticiary,
-as to any fuch Compenfation, on the Application of the faid Lord High
Admiral or Commiffioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral
aforefaid, in any Cafe in which the whole Compenfation awarded by the
former Jury, to alter the Proportion that fhall have been fettled by any
fuch former Jury as to any feparate Intereft in any fuch Lands or

. Hereditaments,

Courts tore-.
quireSecurity
to be given.
for Coits.

VII. Provided alfo, and be it further enacted, That it fhall be lawfal
for the Court or Judge or Lord Ordinary, making any fuch Rule or

- Order, to require that the Party on whofe Application the fame fhall be
made, fhall give fuch Security as fhall to fuch Court, Judge, or Lord

. *7. Ordinary
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Ordinary feem proper for Payment of Cofts under fuch Circumftances as grag
fhadl :be {pecified in any Rule or Order made for that Purpofe. _

,

“VIL. And be it further enacted, That in all Cafes where any Lands or In Cafes

Hereditaments fhall have been taken under the Provifions of this Act, for where Lands

any Term of Years or for fuch Period only, as the Public Service fhall
ony taken for

require; it fhall be lawful for the Lord High Admiral, or Commiffioners’ Years, all

for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral aforefaid, or any other Ereétions for

erfon or Perfons fo authorized as aforefaid, at any Time before the Pof-
the Ppube

{eflion of any Lands or Hereditaments which fhall have been taken for the be removed

Purpofes aforefaid, fhall be delivered up to the Owner or Owners thereof, on delivering
or other Perfon or Perfons acting on his, her, or their Behalf, to take up the Lands

down and remove all fuch Buildings or other Erections which hall or may to the
Own-

have been built or erected thereon for the Public Service, and to carry
away the Materials thereof, making fuch Compenfation to the Owner or
Owners of fuch Lands or Hereditaments, or other Perfon or Perfons acting
on his, her, or their Behalf,. for the Damage or Injury which may have

been’ done thereto, or to the Soil thereof, by the Erection of any fuch

Buildings, or removing and carrying away the fame, or otherwife, in con-

fequence of the fame having been occupied for the Public Service, as the
faid Lord High Admiral or the Commiffioners for executing the Office of
Lord High Admiral or fuch other Perfon or Perfons authorized as aforelaid
fhall think reafonable, and as fhall be agreed upon in that Behalf, andif
fiuch Owner or Owners or other Perfon or Perfons acting on his, her, or
‘their Behalf, fhall not be willing to accept the Compenfation fo offered, it
fhall be lawful for the faid Lord High Admiral or Commiffioners for exe-

cuting the Office of Lord High Admiral aforefaid, or other Perfon or Per- _

fons fo authorized as aforefaid, to apply to and require Two Juttices of the
Peace of the County, Riding, Stewartry, City, or Place, to fettle and
afcertain the Compenfation which ought to be made for fuch Damage or’
Injury as.aforefaid ; and fuch Juttices fhall fettle and afcertain the fame ac-
cordingly, and fhall grant a Certificate thereof, and the Amount of fuch
Compenfation fo fettled and afcertained and certified fhall forthwith be

paidby the Treafurer of His Majefty’s Navy for the Time being, to the
Perfon or Perfons entitled thereto : Provided always, that nothing in this

Act contained thall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to alter, prejudice,
er affect any Agreement which hath been or fhall or may be entered into by
any fuch Perfon or Perfons authorized as aforefaid with any Owner or

‘Owners of any fuch Lands or Hereditaments, or other Perfon or Perfons

‘acting on his, her, or their Behalf, in relation to any fuch Buildings or

‘Erections, but every fuch Agreement fhall remain valid and effectual in like
Manner, as if thisAct had not been paffed.

And be it further enaéted, That in all Cafes where any Money fhall PurchafeMo-

‘rave been or fhall be agreed or fhall have been or fhall be found by the
ney belong-

Verdi& of any Jury to be paid or given either for the Ufe or for the abfo- cited Per-

_lute Purchafe of any Lands ox Hereditaments taken by virtue of this Act, fons, &c. tobe

‘belonging te.any Perfon,or Perfons under any Difability or Incapacity, ar paid by the

not having the abfolute Intereft therein, the fame fhall be paid by the Trea- freaiurer of
furer of His Majefty’s Navy for the Time being, into the Hands of the the Deputy
Deputy of the King’s Remembrancer of His Majetty’s Court of Exchequer Remembran-

_at Weflminfier, Edinburgh, orDublin refpectively, tor the Time being, for cerof
the

Ex-
the Ufe and Benefit of fuch Perfon or Perfons who is hereby

authorizes
thet Ufe.Ce. 130. st
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“and ‘required to receive or aécept ‘and to give a Difcharge for the fame,
and upon the Acceptation or Receipt thereof ‘to fign a Certificate to the:
_ Barons or Judges of the faid Courts of Exchequer refpectively under his:.

: ‘Hand, purporting and fignifying that fuch Money or other Confideration
was received or accepted by and paid to him in purfuance of this Act, for.
the Ufe and Benefit of fuch Perfon or Perfons who fhall be named and-
defcribed im fuch Certificate, and the faid Certificate fhall be filed or

Money to be
paid into the
Bank.
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depofited in the faid Court of Exchequer at Wefminfter, Edinburgh, or
Dublin refpectively, and a true Copy thereof figned by the Deputy Re-
membrancer of fuch Court fhall and may be read and allowed as Evidence :

for the Purpofes herein-after mentioned; and the faid Deputy Remem-
brancer is hereby required upon Receipt of any fuch Sum or Sums of
Money as aforefaid, to pay the fame into the Bank of England, or Bank of
Scotland or Royal Bank of Scotland, or Bank of Ireland, as the Cafe may
require, and immediately upon the filing or depofiting of fuch Certificate
the faid Lands or Hereditaments fhall be and become vefted in or to the
Ufe of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors.

X. And be it further enacted, That the Barons or Judges ofHis Ma-
jefty’s Court of Exchequer at Wefminffer, Edinburgh, or Dublin, ‘of the

Degree of the Coif, for the Time being refpectively, or any Two or more
of them, fhall be and they are hereby authorized and empowered in a fum-
mary way upon Motion or by Petition, for and on Behalf of any Perfon
or Perfons interefted in or entitled to the Benefit of the Money fo paid to
and received by the Deputy Remembrancer or the Intereft or Produce
thereof, and upon reading the Certificate directed to be figned by the faid

Deputy Remembrancer concerning the fame as aforefaid, and receiving fuch
further Satisfaction as they fhall think neceflary, to make and pronounce fuch
Orders and Directions for

paying
the faidMoney or any Part of the fame, or

for placing out fuch Part thereof as fhall be Principal in the Public Funds or
upon Government or Real Securities, and for Payment of the Dividends or
Intereft thereof, or-any Part thereof, to the refpective Perfons entitled to
receive the fame, or for laying out the Principal or any Part thereof in the
Purchafe of other Lands or Hereditaments to be conveyed and fettled to,
for, and upon the fame Ufes, Trufts, Intents, and Purpofes as the faid
Lands and Hereditaments fo taken ftood fettled at the Time of the Pay-
ment of fuch Money as aforefaid, as near as the fame can be done, or other-
wife, ‘concerning the difpofing of the faid Money or any Part thereof, and
the Intereft of the fame or any Part thereof, for the Benefit of the Perfon
or Perfons entitled to and interefted in the fame refpectively, or for ap-
pointing any Perfon or Perfons to be Truftee or Truftees for all or any of
fuch Purpofes as the faid Court fhall think juft and reafonable.

XI. And be it further enacted, That upon the Death or Removal of
any fuch Deputy Remembrancer, all Stocks and Securities vefted in him
by virtue of this Act fhall veft in the fucceeding Deputy Remembrancer for
the Purpofes herein-before mentioned without any Affignment or Transfer ;
‘and all Monies paid into the faid Banks refpectively in purfuance of this

_ Act, or remaining in the Handsof any Deputy Remembrancer at his Death
- or Removal, and not vefted in the Funds or placed out on Securities as
aforefaid, fhall be paid over to the fucceeding Deputy Remembrancer for
the Time being.

st XII. And
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XH. And be it further enacted and declared, That if in any- Cafe the. Where there

King’s Remembrancer fhall execute the faid Office in Perfon, then and in '$"° Deputy,
fuch Cafe the feveral Trufts, Powers, and Authorities, by this Act vefted Powers thal
in the faid Deputy Remembrancer and his Succeffors, fhall, during fuch King’s Re-
Time as no Deputy Remembrancer fhall be appointed, be vefted in and be membrancer.

executed by the faid King’s Remembrancer for the Time being.
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