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Agricultural Development Scheme 

SCHEME DATED 27TH APRIL, 1954, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
UNDER SECTION·6 OF THE AGRICULTURE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 
1949 (a). 

1954. ND. 70 

The Ministry of Agriculture in exercise 'Of the powers conferred 
on' it by Subsection (1) of section 6 of the Agri~ulture Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1949, and of every other power enabling it in 
that behalf and with the approval of the Ministry of Finance, 
hereby makes the follo'wing S~heme:-

Short Title 
1. This Scheme may be cited as the Agricultural Development 

Scheme, 1954. 

Definitions 
2. In this .scheme, unless the con text otherwise requires, the' 

following expressaons have the meanings hereby respectively 
assigned to them: - . 

"the Act" means the Agriculture Act (Northern Ireland), 
1949; . 
"agricultural buildings" mean any permanent buildings 
necessary to the efficient farming of the agticultur.alland on 
which they are sited, or to be sited, or with which they are 
associated, but shall not include dwelling houses, movable 
houses and structures, or glass and greenhouses; . 
"agricultural land" shall have the same mean.ing as in the 
Agricultur'e Act (Northern Ireland), 1949, but ,shall not 
in~lllde any land used primarily or mainly for the growihg 
and raising of flowers, or for nursery stock or for woodlands; 
"approved ~os't" means the cost of the work as approved by 
the .Ministry for the purpose of making a grant; . 
"the Ministry" means the Ministry of Agriculture, Northern 
Ireland; 

(a). 12 & 13 Geo: 6, ch. 2. 
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"occupier" means a person who is in occupation of any land 
under an estate or interest, not less than a term of one 
-calendar year; 
"promot1er" means the person who is tesponsibie for carrying 
outwork approved under this Scheme; , 

"sheep dipping" .oaths include the pens necessary ,for 1;he 
gathering and holding of sheep before and after dipping and 
such arrangement as may be neoessary for the disposal of the 
us-ed dip. ' 

fuhryro~tioo , 
3. The Interpretation .Act, 1889 (a), as appUed to Northern 

Ireland by the Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland), 1921 (b), 
shaJl apply :ror the interpretation of this Scheme as it applies for 
the purpose of an interpretation of an Act of Parliament. 

Applicationsl tor Grant 
4. .subject to the provisions of this Scheme, the Ministry may 

make payments by way ,of grants towards the cost of carrying o\lt 
on agricultural land such works as are specified in the Schedule 
hereto. 

5. A'PPUcati'Ons for assistance towards the cost of carrying out 
any of .the works specifled in the Schedule hereto, will only be 
accepted from persons who are the owners or occupiers of the 
holdings in respect of which application is made. 

6. Any person supmitting an application under any Part of 
this .scheme shall do sO' on a form to be supplied by the Ministry, 

, and before commencing any work shall obtain the approval, in 
writing, of the Ministry for the earrying out of the work: 

Provided that in any ease in which the Ministry is of opinion 
that any of the work specified in Part I of the Schedule of this 
Scheme is of such a kind that it should not be delayed, pro­
visional approval may be obtained from the MiIiistry's County 
Agricultural Executive Officer, but. any approval so given must be 
conrfirmed in writing by the Ministry before the work is eligible 
for grant. 

PART I 

LAND IMPROVEMENT 

7. The Ministry will not approve an application under this 
Part of this Scheme from any person in respect of a farm on 
which work approved under a previous application has still to be 
completed unless it is satisfied that the additional work proposed 
is necessary in order to safeguard, in the pubUc interest, the 
supply of food or other agricultural products. 

8; Except as provided hereto and in the next succeeding para> 
graph the grant for work carried out under this Part of this 
Scheme shall be at the rate of 50 per cent. of the approved cost 
of labour and materials necessary for the completion of the work, 
to the satisfaction of the Ministry. 

(/J) 12 Oeo, 5 C, 4 (N.!') , 
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Provided- that 
(i) no application for grant shall be approved by the 

Ministry unless the total cost of the work specified 
, therein is estimated to be not less than £20; , 

(ii) in ,the case of field drainage the maximum grant shall 
not exceed £25 per statute acre directly drained; .and 

(iii) In respect of the construction of silos the maximum 
grant shall not exceed' £2 per 40 cubic feet capacity of 
t11.e silo. ' 

9. ,Notwithstanding anything contained in the' immediate 
preceding paragraph the Ministry may 

(i) in respeet of land mole drained pay grant at the rate of 
50 per cent. of the approved eost sUbject to a maximum 
of £2 lOs. Od. per statute acre; together with 50 per cent. 
of the approved cost of piping the mains and/or 'outlets 
of the mole drains'and such other work as, in the opinion 
of the Ministry, is necessary to enable the mole drain~ 
to function in a proper manner: ' 

(ii) 

Provided that the minimum area which shall qualify 
, for such grant shall not be less than two statute acres, 
and that land in respect oJ which a gran'G for mole 

, drainage has been, given will not again be eligible for 
'assistance under this Scheme until a period of at least 
five years has elapsed; and 
in respeet of the construction or .reconstruction of flax 
and catch dams pay grant at a rate which shall not 
exceed 75 pet cent. of the eost of the labour involved 
as estimated by the Ministnr, subject to the total 
estimated cost of ,the work being not less than £6. 

(iii)' in respect of hill land reclamation work pay grant at 
the rate of 50 per cent. of the approved cost of 
ploughing, harrowing, rolling and the purchase and 
application 'of fertilisers and seeds, subj~ct to a 
maximum grant of £16 per statute' acre. The minimum 
area which shall qualify Jar grant shall not be lesstha:h 
two statute acres. 

10. The Ministry, with the approval of the Mini.!:?try of 
Finance, may vary the maximum grant in respect of all or arty 
one of the works specified in paragraphs 8 and 9 above. 

PART II 

THE CONSTRUCTION OR RECONSTRUCTION OF SHEEP DIPPING BATHS 

11. Applications under this Part of this Scheme will only be 
accepted from persons who own not less than 50 ewes, or from 
associations of persons who between them own not less than 50 
ewes. 

12. The baths must be constructed on a site and to a soecifi-
ca don approved by the ~inistrY.,' . 
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13. . The grant. for work carried out under this Part of this 
Scheme shall be· at the rate of 50 percent. of the approved cost 
of the ,construction or reconstructton of, baths, subject to a 
maximum grant of £50 in respect of anyone bath or such other 
sum as the Ministry, with the approval of the Ministry of Finance, 
may determine. 

PART III 

WATER SUPPLIES 

14. Applications under this Part of this Scheme will only be 
approved for the supply of water to agricultural land and 
agricultural buildings anq., where water of suitable purity for 
domestic use Is available, as an ,extension :to dwelling houses on 
farms occupied as farm houses or by a;gricultural workers. 

15. The Ministry may require applicants for assistance under 
this Part ,of this Scheme to submit tender's for the eost of the' work 
from two or more recognised persons or firms'in the trade. 

16. The Ministry may withhold approval of any application 
under this Part of this Scheme in any case where it is of opinion 
that the proposed source of supply is not suitable and adequat.e 
for the requirements of the farm, or that the cost is not 
reasonable in relation to the benefits likely to be derived in the 
form of increased production and greater efficiency in the 
working of the farm. 
'17. Assistan,cetowardJs ithe Icost of lany work for the supply ot 

water from a private source will not normally be approved. in any 
case .where it appears to the Minil3try that a supply from an 
existing main is aV,ailable, or where it appears probable that a 
mains supply will ,be obt,ainable within a reasonable period. ' 

18. Grants will be paid only in respect of the approved cost of 
securing and laying on of water to agriCultural land, agricultural 
buildings and dwelling houses, and of such part of the 'cost of 
internal fittings in f.arm buildings as are specifically approved by 
the Ministry. ' 

19. EX!cept as provided hereafter ~the grant shall be at the rate 
of 50 per cent. of the approved cost of securing a water supply 
and of the labour and mat~rials requir.ed fbr the .completion of the 
works to the satisfaction of the Mini'stry: . 
'Provided that no application for grant ,shall be approved by 

the Ministry unless the to,tal cost of the work specified therein 
is estimated to be not less than £25. 

PART IV 

ELECTRICIT'r 

20. Applications under this Part of this Scheme will only be 
approved for the purchase and ihstallation of machines for the 
generation. of electricity ,for use in agricultural buildings and as 
an extension to dwelling houses on farms occupied as farm houses 
or by agricultural workers, to which a supply of electricity is not, 
in the opinion of the Ministry, likely to be made available from a 
distributing main. ' 
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21. The Ministry may require applicants for ,assistance under 
this Part of this Scheme to submit tenders for the equipment and 
installation from'two qr more recognised firms in the trade. 

. . 
22. The Ministry will require all work to be done under this 

Part .of this Scheme to be carried out by recognised firms in the 
tmde and may refuse to pay any grant unless the work is 'done 
according to the· standards laid down by the Institution' of 
Electrical Engineers. 

23. ~cept as herein provided the grant shall be at the rate of 
50 per ,cent. of the ,cost of the purchase and installation of 
electricity generating plants as approved by the Ministry. 

The 'approved cost may iriclude,the ,cost 'of all exterior wiring 
l;l,nd fittings necessary :to enable ,current to be brought to such of 
the agricultural. building;s, iai?, in the. opinion of the Ministry, 
require current for the efficient working of the farm ,and to the 
dwelling houses on the f.arm, but shall not include the cost of 
any interior wiring or fittings in buildings .or dwelling houses; 

Provided that no application for grant shall be approved by the 
Ministry unless the' total 00St of the work spe,cified the,rein is 
estimated to be not less than £50. . 

GENERAL 

24. The Ministry shall, in its· ,consideration of any application 
. for as~istance under this Scheme, have regard as to whether the 

work is economic in relation to the size of the holding and the 
kind of farming practi~ed, and in any such consideration shall 
also have regard to the proViSions Df the Act, having for their 
purpose the securihg that agricultur,alland is maintained in good 
condition and farmed in accordance with the rules of good 
husbandry, and of safeguarding in the public interest the supply' 
of tood or other agricultural products. 

2S. The, Ministry may make such !inspections of ·the work as it 
considers necessary to ensure .that it is .carried out in a proper 
manner,.and the promoter shall afford .to the Ministry, or to any 
of its officers, such facilities and help as may be required in 
carrying out such inspections. 

26. The promoter shall be solely responsible for carrying out 
any work approved under !this Scheme and for obtaining all such 
consents, agreements and wayleaves .as are necessary to enable 
the work :to be done, and for' complying with any requirement 
under ;any enactment or bye-law' affecting the work to be done. 

27.. In any ,case Iwhere two or more persons desire to join 
together to do work under this Scheme for the benefit of their 
several holdings 'such application shall be regarded as a joint 
application; arid the Ministry shall require the agreement in such 
form as it may specify, of the several partieS' to the proposed work 
and ot such other persons or bodies as have an inter'est in the 
lands affected by the proposed works~ ~nd the Ministry will 
further ·.require. ,the several parties to nominate as promoter one 
of the persons on whose land the work is to be done, or such other 
person as the parties m~y themselves appo~nt. 
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28. The Ministry will, as a condition of any approval f.or werks 
to be dene under this 8cheme, require the promete'r to give an 
undertaking to maintain the works in geod order, and, ·,sheuld the 
promoter fail so to maintain the works to its satisfac'~ien, the 
Ministry may require him to refund either in whole. or -in part the 
amount paid as .grant. 

29. Promoters shall inform the Ministry of the date on which 
they propose to commen.ce any work .approved under this Scheme, 
and shall also notify the Ministry of the date on which the werk 
is completed. 

30. The Ministry may require promoters of works under this 
Scheme to keep and to produce for inspection such records and 
proper.ly receipted vouchers and such other information as it 
may.consider necessary in respect 'of the clarrying out pf the work. 

31. In any case in which the Ministry has paid a grant on 
completed works and where ,a further appldcation ~s received 
having for its 'purpose the extension to, or the improvement of, 
such works the Ministry may, in so far as it thinks it reasonable 
-to do so, take into account the amount paid in grant in respect 
of the previous work: 

Provided, however, that the amount payable by way of grant 
shall in no case ,exceed the amount which would have been eligible 
or paid had the last application been submitted and appreved as 
part .of the original application. 

32. The Ministry may from time to time make payments by 
way ·of advaoces of grant on parts .of the work which have been 
completed in accordance with the approval issued and with the 
conditions of this .scheme, provided that in no ·case shall the pay­
ment by way .o·f advance exceed 50 per .cent .. .of the estimated 
approved cost of the work done at the time the payment of the 
advance is made. 

33. The Ministry may, nothwithstanding any approval which 
it may have given, cancel such approval, or reduce, or withhold 
in whole er.in part a grant in any case in which, in the opinion of 
.the Ministry, the work has net been carried out in accordance 
with the terms of the approval, or where the work has not been 
funy or satisfactorily completed within a reasonable time, .or has 
not been done in a manner which will lead to the efficient werking 
of the holding, and in each .of these respects the decision of the 
Ministry shall be final: . . 

Provided that any such .cancellation of approval shall not pre­
judice the approval of any new application submitted. 

34. The Ministry may reduce or withheld in whole .or in part 
the .grant payable in respect .of any work ·carried out under this 
8cheme if other assistance is given out of public or Trust 
funds towards its cost. 

35. The Ministry shall not pay any grant in respect of any 
work done under this Scheme, notwithstanding that sucP. werk 
has ''been. approved, in any Icase in which the per,son who' would 
otherwise be entitled to receive the grant is convicted in any 
Court of Law for fraudulent practices in connection with that 
werk. 
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36. The Mth:istry may fix a period or periods ineaeh year during 
which ?ppUcatiol1S under the whole of this Scheme,. or any part of 
this SCheme, or in respect of anyone or more of the works specified 
in:the Schedule to this Scheme may be submitted, provIded that if 
such period or periods are fixed the Ministry shall give notice in 
two or more newspapers circulating in each County of the periods 
during whicJ;l applications may be submitted: 
rroy~ded that, nothwtthstan(iing any such periqd or periods 

'being fixed, the'Ministry may re,ceive :applications during other 
periods. of the year in any case in which.it is of opinion that the 
work, proposed to be done is necessary' in the interests of food 
production or of efficient farming. 

37. The Ministry's decision on any question arising out of any 
application 'made under this Scl).eme shan be final. 

38. The Agricultural, Development Scheme, ~949, dated 
September 16th, 1949, is hereby rev()ked but any application made 
or ,consent, authorisation, or approval issued or given under any 
of the provisions of that' Schetneshall, if in force at the 
commencement of, 'this Scheme, and so far as it could have been 
maqe, isSued or given under this Scheme,col).tinue in force and 
'have e;ffect as if made, issued or given under the corresponding 
provision of this Scneme. ' 

(L.S.) 

SeaJeq. with 'the Official 'Seal of ·the Ministry of Agriculture 
, ; for Northern Ireland this 27thda-y of April, 1954, in 

the presence of 

Signed W. C, Glover, 
Assistant Secretary. 

The Ministry of Finance hereby approves of the foregoing 
Scheme. 

(L.B.) , 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Finance for 
. Northern Ireland this. 28th day of April, 1954, in the 

. presenC'e of . 
SifJned Thom McCrea, 

Assistant Secretary. 

SOHEDULE 
WORKS ELIGIBLE FOR GRANT' 

PART I 

1. Construction or teeonstruc~ion of J'ield drains In any m3,nner which, in 
the op~i:l.l.on o.f the Ministry, will ensure lasting benefit. 

2. Construction of mole drains. 
3. 'ConstructiQh ot reconstruction of hill drains. 
4; Construction Qr reconstruction of wide open drg;ins. 

5. Reconditioning of streams and main dr!j,ins 'not being main water..: 
courses scheduled under the Drainage Act (Nortl1ern Ireland), 1947, (Reprint 
to 1952). . 

B' 
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6. Reclaimation of land to enaJble i~ .to ,be used for a:g.riculturalpurpbses: 
Provided that land so reclaimed must Ibe plougneid and/or treated in such 
manner a:s the Ministry may specify. '. 

7. Reclamation of hill land wMch, in the opinion of the Ministry, can 
only ,Oe reclaimed by :special measures. 

B. Erad1Cation of bracken, by ,cu~ting or crushing, the work to be carried 
out at the proper times in each of three successive years. 

9. Construction, reconstruction or removal of permanent fences 
(including hedges and ditches) where such work is necessary for the more 
efficient working of the farm. 

10. Construction or reconstruction of ilax dll!ms (including catch dams). 

11. Construction or reconstruction of farm roa;ds, including bridges, where 
necessary for the mo:re effiCient working of the farm and, in parUcular, to 
fll!Cilita:te the. transport of farm produce and the passa;ge' of agricultural 
machinery. 

12. ,construction or :recons~ruction of roads into tur.bary bogs to bcilitate 
the transport of turf for use on farms. 

13. -Construction of permanent type trench and tower silos. 

14. Provision of means for the disposal of farm sewage. 

15. Any other works not spe'cified a;bove Which will, in the opinion of the 
Minis~ry,. improv'e any land used or to Ibe used for a;gri<:ultural purposes, or 
which will increase the Jertility of any such land, the iproductiveca;pll!City of 
any farm, oOr which are 'necessary ,for the more efficient working of any farm 
may, with the apiprovalof the Ministry of Finance, .be elig1ble foOr a grant. 

NOTE:-Works which are Iconfined to annual repairs and maintenance, e.g., 
the cleaning or reconditioning of sheughs, are not eligible. 

PART II 

~HEEP DIPPING BATHS 

16. '!1he construction or reconstruction of sheep dipping baths including 
the pens necessary for the 'gaithering and holding o,f sheep before and after 
dipping, a;nd such arrangement as may be necessary for the disposal of the 
used dip. 

PART .III 

WATER SUPPLIES 

17. ConnectioIllS with water sour~es including water maillS (with the 
approval of the appropriate Water Authority. 

lB. Sinking of wells. 

19. Lining and heading of welLs. 

<::0. Installation a;nd erection of the following types of pUll1J.)ing plant 
together with the necessary storage tanks, piping and fittings including the 
provision of suitable buHding..s Qr other structures or works necessary for th:e 
protection of >the plant and installation: 

Manual !puI!J(ps; 
engines and pumps; 
electlic motors .and rpumps; 
hydraulic rams;' 

or such other types a:.g .are, in the opinion of ·the Ministry, suitable for the 
work to be performed. 

21. Piping of supplies 'bygl'avitation from a.suita/ble rour,ce. 

22. Supply o-f drinking troughs to fields and ·the laying of the necessary 
pipes and fittings. 
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PART IV 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES 

9 

23. Installation and erection of sUitable plants for the provlSlon of 
electricity (and ·the necessary wiring and fittings) including the provision of 
sui~!lible buildings or other structures neceS$ary for the protection of the 
plant !lind installations. 

Blackface Rams Scheme 

SCHEME DATED 5TH OCTOBER, 1954, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE UNDER SECTION 9 OF THE AGRICULTURE' ACT 
(NORTHERN IRELAND)' 1949 (a). 

1954. No. 151 

The Mini~try of Agriculture in 'exerci'se of the powers conferred 
on it by Se,ction 9 oJ the Agrieulture Act (Northern Ireland) 
1949, ,and of every other power enabling it in that behalf and 
with the approval of the Ministry Of Finance hereby makes the 
followirig Sche~e: - . 

1. In order to improve the breeding and quality of sh~eiP in 
the mountainous districts of Northern Ireland the Ministry is 
prepared to give fiIl!ancial assistance to selected farmers grazing 
sheep in such districts by way o'f a grant towards the purchase 
of Bla;ckface Rams. 

This Scheme may be cited as the Blackface Ram's Scheme. 

Definitions 
2. "Ministry" means the Ministry ,of Agriculture for 

. Northerri Ireland. 
"County Gomrnittee of Agriculture" means a County 
,Qommittee .of Agriculture appointed pur'suant'to Section 
2 (1) of the Agriculture Act (Northern Ireland) 1949. 

"Approved Standard" means approved as suitable ,after an 
insp~dion by an authorised officer of the Ministry of 
4\.gri1culture. 

"Approved Sale" means a sheep sale approved as a 
, Sele~tion Centre by the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Interpretation 
3. The InteDpretation Act, 1889 (b), a:sapplied to· N.orthern 

Ireland by the Inte'rpretation Act (Northern Ireland), 1921 (c), 
shall apply Ito the interpretation orf this Scheme as it applies 
to the interpretation of an Ad oJ Parliament. 

Conditions Governing Grant 
4.-(1) (a) Gr~nts ,sfitall be made only to pe'f'sons (hereirilafter 

called ",the PUrichasel'iS") nominated there'for by 
the County Committee of Agricuiture of the 
Oounty in which the lands are situate upon which 

. the Ram or Ra;ms are ~o 'be' grazed; 

(a,) 12 & 13 Goo. 6 0.2. (b) 52 & 53 Viet. 0.63. (c) 12 Gel). 5 0.4 (N.I.). 
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