Artizans’ Dwellings Act, 1882. [Cu. b4.]

[46 & 46 Vior.]

CHAPTER b54.
An Act to amend the Artizans and Labourers Dwellings

Acts. [18th August 1882.]

BE it enacted by the Quben’s most Excellent Majesty, by and

with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows:

Preliminary.
1. This Act may be cited as the Artizans Dwellings Act, 1382.

PART I.

Artizans and Labourers Duwellings Improvement Acts,
1875 and 1879.

2. This part of this Act shall be construed as one with the Arti-
zans and Labourers Dwellings Improvement Acts, 1875 and 1879,
and those Acts together with this part of this Act may be cited
together as the Artizans and Labourers Dwellings Improvement
Acts, 1875 to 1882.

3. Whereas by section five of the Artizans and Labourers Dwell-
ings Improvement Act, 1875, it is provided, amongst other things,
that an improvement scheme of a local authority shall provide for the
accommodation of at the least as many persons of the working class as
may be displaced in the area with respect to which the scheme is
proposed in suitable dwellings which, unless there are special reasons
to the contrary, shall be situate within the limits of the same area
or in the vicinity thereof :

And whereas by section four of the Artizans and Labourers
Dwellings Improvement Act, 1879, it is provided that the above
requirements of section five of the Artizans and Labourers Dwell-
ings Improvement Act, 1875, may, if the confirming authority so
authorise, be complied with by the provision of equally convenient
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AD.1882. accommodation at some place other than within the area or the
—  immediate vicinity of the area comprised in such scheme :

And whereas it is expedient to make further provision respecting
such accommodation : Be it therefore enacted as follows :

Where an improvement scheme of a local authority comprises an
area situate in the Metropolis or the City of London, the confirm-
ing authority shall, without prejudice to the powers conferred on it
by the said fourth section of the Artizans and Labourers Dwellings
Improvement Act, 1879, be authorised (on the application of the
local authority, and on a report being made by the officer conduct-
ing the local inquiry directed by the confirming authority that it is
expedient having regard to the special circumstances of the locality
and to the number of artizans and other§ belonging to the labouring
class dwelling within the area, and being employed within a mile
thereof, that a modification should be made) to dispense in the pro-
visional order authorising the scheme altogether with the obligation
of the local authority to provide for the accommodation of the persons
of the working class who may be displaced by their scheme to such
extent as he may think expedient, having regard to such special
circumstances as aforesaid, but not exceeding one half of the persons
so displaced, and where any such improvement scheme comprises an
area situate elsewhere than in the Metropolis or the City of London,
it shall, if the confirming authority so require (but it shall
not otherwise be obligatory on the local authority so to frame
their scheme), provide for the accommodation of such number of
those persons of the working class displaced in the area with
respect to which the scheme is proposed in suitable dwellings to
be erected in such place or places either within or without the
limits of the same area as the said authority on a report made by
the officer conducting the local inquiry may require.

The twelfth section of the Artizans and Labourers Dwellings
Improvement Act, 1875, and any other enactment relating to the
requirement of the said Act as to the accommodation of the
working classes, shall be construed with reference and subject to
the modifications made by this Act.

The power by this section given to the confirming authority to
dispense altogether with the obligation of the local authority to
provide for the accommodation of the persons of the working class
who may be displaced by their scheme to an extent not exceeding
one half of the persons so displaced may (in the case of any
scheme which has, before the passing of this Act, been authorised
by a confirming Act) upon the application of the local authority be

2



[45 & 46 Vicr.] Artizans’ Dwellings Act, 1882. [Cn. 54.]

exercised by the confirming authority by an order made at any time A.D. 1882,
within twelve months after the passing of this Act. -

4. Whereas it is expedient to amend section nineteen of the Amendment

Artizans and Labourers Dwellings Improvement Act, 1875 : Be it ‘{,fig’f gf gg_
therefore enacted as follows : 8. 19 as to

In the estimate of the value of the said lands or interests fhevalus-
in the said section in that behalf mentioned any addition to
or improvement of the property made after the date of the
publication of an advertisement in pursuance of section six of
the said Act stating the fact of the improvement scheme having
been made shall not (unless such addition or improvement was
necessary for the maintenance of the property in a proper state of
repairs) be included, nor in the case of any interest acquired after
the said date shall any separate estimate of the value thereof be
made so as to increase the amount of compensation to be paid for
the lands, and the words “and all circumstances affecting such

value ” in the said section are hereby repealed.
b. There shall be repealed so much of the schedule to the Artizans Amendment

and Labourers Dwellings Improvement Act, 1875, as is comprised f(f ;%hzlglg
under the heading * Proceedings on Arbitration,” that is to say, Vict. c. 36.
articles numbered (5) to (13) both inclusive, and there shall be
substituted therefor the articles contained in the schedule hereto;
Provided that such repeal shall not affect anything duly done or

suffered under any provision hereby repealed.

6. Where an official representation made to the Metropolitan Limit of area
Board of Works in pursuance of the Artizans and Labourers vt;’i&eif‘t}‘%_
Dwellings Improvement Act, 1875, relates to not more than ten cial repre-
houses, the Metropolitan Board of Works shall not take any pro- Sevtation.
ceedings on such representation, but shall direct the officer making
the same to report the case to the local authority as defined by the
Artizans and Labourers Dwellings Act, 1868, and it shall be the 31 & 32 Vict.
duty of the local authority to deal with such case in manner pro- ¢ 130.
vided by the last-mentioned Act, and the Acts amending the

same.

PART II.

7. This part of this Act shall be construed as one with the Construction
Artizans and Labourers Dwellings Act, 1868, and the Artizans ;i ia;;gi‘ct
and Labourers Dwellings Act (1868) Amendment Act, 1879, and e, 130. )
those Acts and this part of this Act may be cited together as the 42 & 43 Vict.
Artizans Dwellings Acts, 1868 to 1882. c. 64,
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8. (1.) If in any place to which the Artizans and Labourers
Dwellings Act, 1868, applies the officer of health finds that any
building, although not in itself unfit for human habitation is so
situate that by reason of its proximity to or contact with any other
buildings it causes one of the following effects, that is to say,—

(1) it stops ventilation, or otherwise makes or conduces to make
such other buildings to be in a condition unfit for human
habitation ; or

(2) it prevents proper measures from being carried into effect for
remedying the evils complained of in respect of such other
buildings,

in any such case, the officer of health shall make a report to the
local authority in writing of the particulars relating to such first-
mentioned building (in this Aect referred fo as ‘“an obstructive
building ), stating that in his opinion it is expedient that the ob-
structive building should be pulled down, and shall deliver the
report to the clerk of the local authority.

(2.) The local authority shall refer such report to a surveyor or
engineer to report thereon, and to report as to the cost of acquiring
the lands on which such obstructive building is erected and of pulling
down such building.

(8.) The local authority shall take into consideration the reports
of the officer of health and of the surveyor, and if they decide fo
adopt such reports shall cause copies to bé given to the owner of the
lands on which the obstructive building stands, with notice of the
time and place appointed by the local authority for the consideration
thereof ; and such owner shall be at liberty to attend and state his
objections, and after hearing such objections the local authority shall
make an order in writing signed by their clerk either allowing the
ohjections or directing that such obstructive building shall be pulled
down, and such order shall be subject to appeal in like manner as
an order of the local authority under the Artizans and Labourers
Dwellings Act, 1868.

(4.) Where an order of the local authority for pulling down an
obstructive building is made under this section and is not appealed
against, or if appealed against is confirmed, the local authority shall
be deemed to be authorised to purchase the lands on which the ob-
structive building is erected in like manner as if they had been autho-
rised by a special Act to purchase the same; and for the purpose
of such purchase the provisions of the Lands Clauses Consolidation
Act, 1845, and the Acts amending the same with respect to the
purchase and taking of lands otherwise than by agreement shall be
deemed to be incorporated in this Act (subject nevertheless to the
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provisions of this Act), and for the purpose of those provisions this
Act shall be deemed to be the special Act and the local authority
to be the promoters of the undertaking, and such lands may be
purchased at any time within one year after the date of the order,
or if it was appealed against after the date of the confirmation.

(6.) The owner of the lands may within one month after notice
to purchase the same is served upon him declare that he desires to
retain the site of the obstructive building and undertake either to
pull down or to permit the local authority to pull down the obstruc-
tive building, and in such case the owner shall retain the site
and shall receive compensation from the local authority for the
pulling down of the obstructive building.

(6.) The amount of such compensation, and also the amount of
any compensation to be paid on the purchase of any lands under
this section, shall in case of difference be settled by arbitration in
manner provided by section seven of the Artizans and Labourers
Dwellings Act (1868) Amendment Act, 1879, as amended by this
part of this Act.

(7.) Where the owner retains the site or any part thereof section
twenty-three of the Artizans and Labourers Dwellings Act, 1868,
shall apply to such site.

(8.) 'Where the lands are purchased by the local authority the
local authority shall pull down the obstructive building, or such
part thereof as may be obstructive within the meaning of this
section, and keep as an open space the whole site, or such part
thereof as may be required to be kept open for the purpose of
remedying the evils caused by such obstructive building, and may,
with the assent of the confirming authority and upon such terms
as such authbority thinks expedient, permit such portion of the site
to be sold as is not required for the purpose of carrying this section
into effect.

‘Where in the opinion of the arbitrator the demolition of an
obstructive building adds to the value of such other buildings as
are in that behalf mentioned in this section, the arbitrator shall
apportion so much of the compensation to be paid for the demo-
lition of the obstructive building as may be equal to the increase
in value of the other buildings amongst such other buildings
respectively, and the amount apportioned to each such other
building in respect of its increase in value by reason of the demo-
lition of such obstructive building shall be deemed to be private
improvement expenses incurred by the local authority in respect
of such building, and such local authority may, for the purpose of
defraying such expenses, make and levy improvement rates on
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the occupier of such premises accordingly ; and the provisions of
the Public Health Act, 1875, relating to private improvement
expenses and to private improvement rates shall, so far as circum-
stances admit, apply accordingly in the same manner as if such
provisions were incorporated in this Act, and the said provisions
shall be deemed to extend to the city of London and to the
metropolis, and in the construction of the said provisions, as
respects the city of London the Commissioners of Sewers, and as
respects the metropolis the Metropolitan Board of Works, shall be
deemed to be the urban authority.

If any dispute arises between the owmer or occupier of any
building (to which any amount may be apportioned in respect of
private improvement expenses) and the arbitrator by whom such
apportionment is made, such dispute shall be settled by two justices
in manner provided by the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845,
in cases where the compensation claimed in respect of lands does
not exceed fifty pounds.

9. Section seven of the Artizans and Labourers Dwellings Act
(1868) Amendment Act, 1879, shall be construed as if the words
“ and all circumstances affecting such value’’ were omitted there-
from. :

10. The expenses of the local authority under this part of this
Act shall be defrayed in like manner as expenses incurred in pur-
suance of the Artizans and Labourers Dwellings Act (1868)
Amendment Act, 1879.

11. Whereas by section twelve of the Artizans and Labourers
Dwellings Act (1868) Amendment Act, 1879, it is provided that in
the event of a local authority within the metropolis declining or
neglecting for the space of three months after receiving a motice
from the Metropolitan Board of Works requiring such local autho-
rity to put in force the provisions of the said Act in respect of any
premises described in such notice, the Metropolitan Board of
‘Works shall have the powers therein mentioned, and it is expedient
to amend the said section: Be it therefore enacted as follows :

‘Where an officer of health in pursuance of the Artizans and
Labourers Dwellings Act, 1868, has reported any premises as unfit
for human habitation, or in pursuance of this part of this Aet has
reported that the pulling down of any obstructive building would
be expedient, the board of guardians in whose union or parish,
or the owner of any property in the neighbourhood of which
such premises or buildings are situate, may complain to the
Metropolitan Board of Works that the local authority have failed to
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put in force the provisions of the said Acts in respect of such A.D. 1882

premises or buildings, and the Metropolitan Board of Works may,
if they think it expedient so to do, thereupon proceed under section
twelve of the Artizans and Labourers Dwellings Act (1868) Amend-
ment Act, 1879, and that section shall apply as if it were enacted
in this part of this Act and in terms made applicable to the duties
of local authorities under this part of this Act.

[ Public.~54.] B 7
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——

A.D. 1882. SCHEDULE.

AMENDMENT OF SCHEDULE T0 38 & 39 Vicr. ¢. 36.

(1.) In lieu of articles eight to thirteen (both inclusive) of the
schedule to the Artizans and Labourers Dwellings Improvement
Act, 1875, the following articles shall be substituted ; that is to

sy,
Proceedings on Arbitration.

(a.) Before any arbitrator enters upon any inquiry he shall, in
the presence of a justice of the peace, make and subscribe the
following declaration ; that is to say,

¢ T A.B. do solemnly and sincerely declare, that T will faithfully

¢ and honestly, and to the best of my skill and ability, hear and
¢ determine the matters referred to me under the provisions of the
¢ Artizans and Labourers Dwellings Improvement Act, 1876.

¢« 4.B.

¢ Made and subscribed in the presence of g

And such declaration shall be annexed to the award when made;
and if any arbitrator, having made such declaration, wilfully act
contrary thereto, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b.) As soon as an arbitrator has been appointed as aforesaid, the
confirming authority shall deliver to him the maps and sche-
dules deposited at their office, and the local authority shall
publish once in each of three successive weeks the following
particulars :—

(L) The appointment of the arbitrator; and

(2.) The deposit at the office of the local authority of the
copies of such maps and schedules as aforesaid, with a
description of the situation of such office, and a state-
ment of the time at which such copies may be inspected
by any person desirous of inspecting the same.

{c.) In every case in which compensation is payable under the
Artizans and Labourers Dwellings Improvement Act, 1875, by
the local authority to any claimant, and which compensation
has not been made the subject of agreement (in this Act referred
to s “ a disputed case ), the arbitrator shall ascertain in such

< 8



[45 & 46 Vicr.] Artizans’ Dwellings Act, 1882, [CH. b4.]

manner as he thinks most convenient the amount of compen- A.D. 1852.
sation demanded by the claimant, and the amount which the ™
local authority may be willing to pay; and after hearing all

such parties interested in each disputed case as may appear

before him at a time and place of which notice has been given

as in this Act mentioned, he shall proceed to decide on the

amount of compensation to which he may consider the claimant

to be entitled in each case.

(d.) The arbitrator shall from time to time give notice to the
claimants in disputed cases by causing such notice to be pub-
lished or otherwise in such manner as he thinks advisable, of a
time and place at which the difference between the claimants
and the local authority in disputed cases as to the amount of
compensation to be paid will be decided by the arbitrator.

(e.) After the arbitrator has arrived at a decision on all the
disputed cases brought before him he shall make an award
under his hand and seal, and such award shall be final, and be
binding and conclusive (subject to the provisions concerning
an appeal hercin-after contained) upon all persons whomsoever,

and no such award shall be sct aside for irregularity in matter
of form.

(/') Such award as aforesaid shall be deposited at the office of the
confirming authority, and a copy thereof shall be deposited at
the office of the local authority, and the local authority shall
thereupon publish once in each of three successive weeks
notice of the deposit having been made at the office of
the local authority of a copy of the award, and a further
notice requiring all persons claiming to have any right to or
interest in the lands (the compensation to be paid in respect of
which is ascertained by such award) to deliver to the local
authority on or before a day to be named in such notice (such
day not being earlier than twenty-one days from the date of
the last publication of the notice), a short statement in writing
of the nature of such claim, and a short abstract of the title
on which the same is founded ; and such statement and abstract
shall be paid for by the local authority. Such abstract of title,
in the case of a person claiming a fee simple interest in the
land, shall commence twenty years previous to the date of the
claim, except there has been an absolute conveyance on sale
within twenty years, and more than ten years, previous to
the claim when the abstract shall commence with such con-
veyance.
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A.D. 1882,

(9.) Any person or local authority dissatisfied with the amount of
compensation awarded may, where such amount exceeds one
thousand pounds, but not otherwise, appeal in manner provided
by article twenty-six of the schedule to the Artizans and
Labourers Dwellings Improvement Act, 1875, and that article
shall be construed as if one thousand pounds were therein
substituted for five hundred pounds.

(%.) The costs, charges, and expenses payable by the local autho-
rity under article twenty-eight of the schedule to the Artizans
and Labourers Dwellings Ymprovement Act, 1875, shall not
be payable until the amount has been certified by the con-
firming authority.

(i.) Notwithstanding anything contained in article twenty-nine of
the said schedule, the arbitrator shall not be required to certify
the amount of costs incurred by any party in relation to the arbi-
tration in any case where he considers that such costs are not
properly payable by the local authority.
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