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The Asbestos Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1969 
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The Ministry of Health and Social Services for Northern Ireland in exercise 
of powers conferred by sections 61, 75 and 179(3) and (4) of the Factories Act 
(Northern Ireland) 1965(a) and of aU other powers enabling it in that behalf, 
hereby makes the following special Regulations: - . 

PART I 

ApPLICATION, INTERPRETATION AND GENERAL 

Citation and commencement 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Asbestos Regulations (Northern 

Ireland) 1969 and shall come into operation on 14th December 1970. 

1 nterpretation 
2.-(1) In these Regulations-
"approved" means approved for the time being by certificate of the Chief 

Inspector; 
"asbestos" means any of the following minerals, that is to say, crocidolite, 

amosite, chrysotile, fibrous anthophyllite and any mixture containing 
any of the minerals; . 

"factory" includes any premises and place to which these Regulations 
apply; , 

"protective Clothing" means overalls and headgear, which (in either case) 
will when worn exclude asbestos dust; , 

"the Act" means the Factories Act (Northern Ireland) 1965. 

(a) 1965. c.20 (N.J.). ,. , 
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(2) References to asbestos dust shall be taken to be references to .dust 
consisting of or containing asbestos to such an extent as is ldable to cause danger 
to the health of employed persons. 

A pplication of Regulations 
3.-(1) These Regulations shall apply to the following premises and places 

in which any process to which these Regulations apply is carried on, that is to 
say, factories and all premises and places to which the provisions of Part IV 
6f the Aot with respect to special regulations for safety and health .are applied 
by the following provisions of that Act, namely, section 121 (which relates to 
electrical stations), section 122 (which relates to institutions), so much of 
section 123 as relates to warehouses other than warehouses withln any dock Of 

. forming part of any wharf or quay, section 124 (whioh relates to ships) and 
section 125 (which relates to building operations and works of engineering 
oonstruction). 

(2) These Regulations apply to every process involving asbestos or any 
article composed wholly or partly of asbestos, except a process in connection 
with which asbestos dust cannot be given off. 

(3) The provisions of these RegulatiQnsare in substitution for the provisions 
01 so much of section 1(2) of the Aotas relates to the cleaning of parts vf 
factories, being parts in whioh any process to which these Regulations apply is 
earried on or into which any asbestos dust from ,any such process carried 
on in the factory is liable to escape, 'and of so much of section 62(1) of that 
Act as relates to the measures to be taken against asbestos dust, but save as 
aforesaid are in addition to and not in substitution for or in diminution of 
other requirements imposed by or under the Act. . 

Certificates of exemption 
4. The Chief Inspector may (subject to such conditions, if any, as may be 

specified therein) by certificate in writing (which he may in his discretion 
·revoke at any time) exempt from all or any of the requirements of ,these 
Regulations-

(a) any factory or part of any rectory; or 
(b) any class or description of factories or of parts thereof; or 
(c) any machine, plant, .apparatus or pf0cess or any class or description 

of machines, plant, apparatus or processes; or 
(d) the employment of any person or class or description of persons, 

if he is satisfied that the requirements in ,respect of whiohthe exemption is 
granted are not necessary for the protection of persons employed or are 
impracticable. 

Obligations under Regulations 
5.-(1) Except in the case of any place where building operations or works 

of engineering construction are oarried on it shall be ti1.e duty-
(a) of every employer (whether or 'not an occupier) who is undertaking in 

a factory any process to which these Regulations apply to comply with 
the requirements of these Regulations in relation to any person employed 
by him, lany plant or material under his control, and any part of the 
factory in which he is carrying on the process or into which asbestos 
dust in connection with that process is liable to escape; 
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(b) of every ocoupier of any faetory (whether or not such an employer as 
aforesaid) where any such process is being carried on to comply with 
the requirements of Regulations 8, 18 and 19 in relation to any person 
employed in the factory (other than any person employed by an employer 
who is undertaking in the factory any process to whioh these Regulations 
apply) and with the requirements of Part Ill; and 

(c) of every person who is undertaking in a factory any process to which 
these Regulations apply and who employs no other person in the carrying 
on of that proceSs to comply, for the protection of employed persons 
working there, with the requirements of these Regulations (other than 
Regulations 8, 14 and 18 to 20) with which he would have to comply if 
he were the employer of a person doing there the work which he does 
himself. 

(2) In the case of places where building operations or works of engineering' 
construction are carried on it shall be the duty of every contractor and of every 
employer who is undertaking any process to which these Regulations apply to 
comply with the requirements of these Regulations in relation to any person 
emploYed by him and any person employed there who is liable to be exposed 
to asbestos dust in connection with any process carried on by the contraotor 
or employer (as the case may be), and in relation to any plant or material under 
his control and any part of the site where he is carrying on the process or where 
asbestos dust in connection with that process is H!l!ble to escape. 

(3) It sb,all be the duty of every perso:n e.mployed. to comply with the 
requirements of such of these Regulations as relate to the performance of or 
refraining from an act by him. 

Notifications 
6.---':"(1) Where at the date of the coming into operation of these Regulations 

a person is undertaking in a factory any process involving crocidolite (including 
the removal from any surface of lagging consisting of or containing crocidolite), 
he ~hal1 within 28 days of that date give written notice to the Chief Inspector 
that he is undertaking such a process and of the address of the factory at 
which he is doing so. 

(2) Before a person first begins after the coming into operation of these 
Regulations to undertake in a factory any such process, he shall give not less 
than 28 days written notice to the Chief Inspector., or such shorter notice as 
the Chief Inspector may agree to accept, of the date on which and of the 
address of the factory at which he will begin to do so. 

PART II 
EXHAUST VENTILATION AND PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 

Exhaust ventilation 
7.-(1) Subject to the provisions of Regulation 8, no process to which these 

Regulations apply shall be carried on in any facto,ry unless equipment is 
provided, maintained and used which produces an exhaust draught which 
prevents the entry into the air of any workplace of asbestos dust: 

Provided that the requirements of paragraph (1) shall not apply where 
ftny such process is carried on in such a mannea:' as to be as safe as it would 
be if the said requirements were complied With. 

(2) Exhaust ventilation equipment prowded in accordance with this 
Regulation shall while any work of maintenance or repair to the machinery, 
apparatus Qr other plant or equipment in connection wjth which it is provided 
is being carried on, be kept in use so as to produce an exhaust draught which 
prevents the entry into the air of any workplace of asbestos dUst. 
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(3) Exhaust ventilation equipment provided, in accordance with this 
Regulation shall be inspected a;t least once in every seven days and shall be 
thoroughly examinyd and tested by l:j. competent person at least once in every 
period of fourteen months, 'and a repqrt of the results of every sum examination 
ancl test containing approved partioulars and signed by the person 'm;aking or 
responsible for the carrying out of the examination and test shall be made 
withip. fourteen days after the examination and test. 

(4} EverY,such report sh~J: be at4iched to the general register and be 
preserved and 'kept available fot inspection by any inspector for a period of 
two years after it is made. 

ProteCtive equipment 
8.-(1) Where in any factory the requirements of paragraph (1) or (2) of 

Regulation 7 apply, but it is impracticable to comply with ;those requirements, 
there sh~l be provided for t4e use of eac;h persoill employed in any part {)f the 
factory,bei1.1ga part into Wliioh asbestos dust £rom a process to which these 
Regulati6nsapply is liable to esoap~~ , " , 

(a) approved respIratory protective equipment; and 
, (b) protective clothing. 

(2) All respiratory protectiVe eqij.ip~ent and protective clothing so provided 
shaJl be maintained. 

(3) All respiratory ;protective equipment ,and P;J:Qtective cIqthing so provided 
shall be used by the persons for wl:l:om they are provided while employed in any 
such part of the factory. 

(4) No respiratory protective ,equipment ·so provided which has been worn 
by a person shall be provided for the use of another person unless it has been 
thoroughly cleaned and dis,infected since last being worn . 

. (5) No person shall be, employed to perform any work fOiT which respiratory 
protectiveyql,l,ipment is provided in pursuance of this Regulation unless he has 
been fully instructed in the proper Use of that equipment., 

PART III. 

CLEANLINESS QF P-REMISEs AND PLANT 

Duty to keep clean 
9. All maohinery"appara~us, Wqrkbep.ches and other plant and equipment 

used in any factory, for the pUl1poses of any process to which these Regulations 
apply, l:j.1J, external surfaces of exhaust ventilation equipment provided in 
purs¥ance of these Regulations and all Jloors, inside walls, ceilings, ledges and 
other internal sudacesof any part of a building or .of. any .ship, being a: part in 
which any process to which these Regulations apply is carrjedon or into which 
asbestos dlist from any such process carried on in the factory is liable to escape, 
shall, so· far as is practicable; be kept in 'a clean: state and free frOlTI asbestos 
waste and dust in accordance with the provisions of this Part. 

, , 

Cleaning by dustless method 
10. The cleaning required by Regulation.9 s:QaIl, so far as is practicable, 

be carried out- ." 
(ll) 'by means of vacuum cleaning equipment so designed and constructed 

and so used; or 
(b) by some otiher suitrubIe method such, , . , . 

that asbestos dus~ neither escap~s nor is discharged into tl1e air of any work-
place. ., " >. 

\ 
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Cleaning where cleaning by dustless method is impracticable 
11.--(1) In so far as it is impracticable to carry out the cleaning required 

by Regulation 9 in accordance with the provisions of Regulation 10 such 
cleaning shall be carried Gut in accordance with the provisions of this 
Regulation. 

(2) Protective clothing and approved respiratory protective equipment shall 
be provided for and used by every person present in any part of a factory 
while such cleaning is being carried out lin that part otherwise than in 
accordance with Regulation 10. 

(3) No respiratory protective equipment so provided which has been worn 
by a person shall be provided for the use of another person unless it has been 
thoroughly cleaned and disinfected since last being worn. 

(4) No person shall be employed to perform any work for which respiratory 
protective equ1pment is provided in pursuance of this Regulation unless he has 
been fully instructed in the proper use of that equipment. 

(5) Any surface on which asbestos waste or dust is deposited las a result of 
the carrying out of cleaning in pursuance of this Regulation, not being a surface 
of the cleaning equipment used, shall be cleaned forthwith. 

Vacuum cleaning equipment 
12. Vacuum cleaning equipment used for cleaning in accordance with the 

provisions of this Part shall be maintained ,and have all external surfaces kept in 
a clean state and free from asbestos waste and dust. 

Requirements as to construction of buildings before first use fo/' certain processes 
13. After the date of the coming into operation of these Regulations no 

process specified in the Schedule shall be carried on in a building by the occupier 
of the building unless any part of such building where any such process is 
carried on and has not previoosly been carried on-

(a) is so constructed that all its interior surfaces are smooth and impervious 

and is so designed and constructed as to have in it as few surfaces as is 
practicable on which asbestos dust can settle; and 

(b) has a vacuum cleaning system which has fiItersand a SOUTce of suction 
located at a fixed central point with pipes throughout the builillng 
fitted with suitably placed inlets to which portable c1ean~ng implements 
can be attached and is a system ~hich is so designed and constructed 
that asbestos dust cannot escape or be discharged from it into the air of 
any workplace: 

Provided that these requirements shall not apply where a process or processes 
so specified are carried on in a nactory for a total number of hours not exceeding 
eight in any week. 

Cleanliness of accommodation for clothing 
14. Where there is provided for the use of employed persons under section 58 

(accommodation for clothing) of the Act or under any regulations made under 
that Act accommodation for clothing not worn during working hours the 
accommodation so provided shall be such or .shall be so situated that asb~s'-os 
dust is not deposited on any such clothing in the accommodation. 
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PART IV 

STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION 

Storage 
15. All loose asbestos in a factory shall when not in use be kept in suitable 

closed receptacles which prevent the escape of asbestos dust tiherefrom, and all 
asbestos waste in a factory shall, when stored, be kept in such receptacles. 

Distribution, etc. 
16. No loose asbestos or asbestos waste shall be despatohed from or as far 

as is practicable' received into a factory except in suitable closed receptacles 
which prevent the escape of asbestos dust therefrom or shall be distributed 
within a factory except in such receptacles or in a totally enclosed system of 
conveyance. 

Marking oj receptacles 
17. All such receptacles as aforesaid shall, where they contain crocidolite, 

be clearly and boldly marked with the words "Blue asbestos-do not inhaJe 
dust". 

PART V 
ACCOMMODATION FOR AND CLEANING OF PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 

Accommodation, etc. jor protective clothing and respiratory protective equip· 
ment 
18.~C.1) Suitable accommodation in a conveniently accessibl~ position shall 

be provided for the use of persons employed when putting on or taking off 
respi,ratory protective equipment and protective clothing provided in pursuance 
of these Regulations and fmthe storage of such clothing and equipment when 
it is not in use. 

(2) All protective clothing and respiratory protective equipment which has 
been provided in pursuance of these Regulations for the use of persons 
employed shall when not required for use be kept in the accommodation for 
storage provided in pursuance of paragraph (1); except when it is necessary 
for it to be removed for cleaning or replacement. 

(3) So far as practicable, the same, protective clothing shall (until it becomes 
necessary to replace it) be available for use by a person employed on each 
occasion on which' he requires to wear it in pursuance of these Regulations. 

Cleaning oj protectIve clothing 
19.-(1) All protective clothing provided in pursuance of these Regulations 

shall at suitable intervals be cleaned, ' 

(2) The cleaning shall be carned out within. the factory where the clothing 
is provided. 

Provided that this requirement shaH not apply in the, case of protective 
clothing which before despatch from the factory for cleaning is properly packed 
in suitable containers which prevent the escape of asbestos dust therefrom and 
;the containers in which it is packed are clearly and boldly marked with the 
words "Asbestos contaminated, clothing". 
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PART VI 

YOUNG PERSONS 

Employment of young persons 
20~ No young person shall be employed-· 
(a) in any process to which these Regulations apply or in any part of 

a factory into which asbestos dust from any such process carried on in 
the factory would otherwise be liable to escape unless the requirements 
of Regulation 7 are complied with in respect of that proc;ess; or 

(b) in carrying out any cleaning in accordance with part III otherwise than 
by means of vacuum ckalling equipment or other suitable method in 
ascordance with the provisions of Regulation 10. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Health and Social Services 
for Northern Ireland this 12th day of December 1969. 

(L.S.) 

SCHEDULE 

W. G. H. Quigley, 
Assistant Secretary: 

Regulation 13 

Processes specified for the purposes of Regulation 13 

1. Breaking, crushing, disintegrating, opening and grinding of asbestos, and the 
mixing of asbestos (including the mixing of asbestos with any other material) or 
the sieving of asbestos, and all .processes involving marmpulatibn of' asbestos 
incidental thereto. 

2. All processes in the manufacture of yarn or cloth composed of asbestos or 
asbestos mixed with any other material, including preparatory and finishing 
processes. 

3. The making of insulation slabs or sections, composed wholiy or partly of 
asbestos, and processes incidental thereto. 

4. The making and repairing of insulating mattresses, comp.osed wholly or partly 
of asbestos, and processes incidental thereto. . 

5. Any other process in the manufacture of articles compo$ed wholly or partly 
of asbestos in connection with which asbestos dust is given off. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This Note is not part of the Regulations, but is intended to 
. indicate their general purport.) 

These Regulations impose requirements for the safety and welfare of persons 
employed in factories and in other premises and places to which the Faotories 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1965 applies, where processes are carried on which 
involve asbestos or any article composed wholly or partly of asbestos and are 
capable of giving rise to asbestos dust. The Regulations require that the 
processes be carried on under an exhaust draught or in some other equally safe 
way, or that protective clothing and respiratory protective equipment be 
provided for the use of persons employed. The Regulations also impose 
requirements as to the cleaning of premises and plant, the construction of 
buildings newly used for the processes, the storage and distribution of asbestos, 
the accommodation to be provided for protective equipment and the cleaning 
ot protective clothing. The employment of young persons in connection with 
processes to which the Regulations apply and in cleaning work is prohibited 
except in specified circumstances. The Regulations also require that notification 
of processes involving crocidolite be sent to the, Chief Inspector. 
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