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An Act for the further Prevention of forging and
" counterfeiting of Bank Notes. [24th July 1820.]

“ HEREAS the Forgery of Bank Notes hath of late very

much increased in this Kingdom ; and as well for the Pre-

vention thereof, as to facilitate the Detection of the same,
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England have, after great
Consideration, Labour and Expence, formed a new Plan for printing
Bank Notes, in which the Groundwork of each Bank Note will be
Black or Coloured, or Black and Coloured Line Work, and the
Words * Bank of England” will be placed at the Top of each Bank
Note, in White Letters upon a Black, Sable, or Dark Ground, such
Ground containing White Lines intersecting each other, and the nu-
merical Amount or Sum of each Bank Note in the Body of the Note
will be printed in Black and Red Register Work, and the Back of
each Note will distinctly show the whole Contents thereof, except
the Number and Date in a reversed Impression: Therefore, for the
better Prevention of the Forgery of Bank Notes, and for the Security of
the Public; be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by
and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temﬁ)oral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and
by the Authority of the same, That from and after the passing Punishment
of this Act, if any Person or Persons (other than the Officers, Work- of Persons
men, Servants, and Agents for the Time being of the said Governor g“gfa"“g»
and Company, to be authorized and appointed for that Purpose by ths Plate for pro-
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said Governor and Company, and for the Use of the said Governor
and Company only) shall engrave, cut, etch, scrape, or by any other
Art, Means, or Device make, or shall cause or procure to be en-
graved, cut, etched, scraped, or by any other Art, Means, or Device

of the Bank made, or shall knowingly aid or assist in the engraving, cutting, etching,

or using such

Plate any Re-
semblance of

Authority of

scraping, or by any other Art, Means or Device, making, in or upon
any Plate of Copper, Brass, Steel, Iron, Pewter, or of any other
Metal or Mixtures of Metal, or upon Wood or other Materials, or any
Plate whatsoever, for the Purpose of producing a Print or Impression
of all orany Part or Parts of a Bank Note, or of a Blank Bank Note,
-of the said Governor and Company, of the Description aforesaid,
without an Authority in Writing from the said Governor and Com-
pany, or shall use any such Plate so engraved, cut, etched, scraped,
or by any other Art, Means or Device made, or shall use any other
Instrument or Contrivance for the making or printing any sucK Bank
Note or Blank Bank Note, or Part of a Bank Note of the Description
aforesaid ; or if any Person or Persons shall, from and after the
passing of this Act, without such Authority as aforesaid, knowingly
and without lawful Excuse, have in his, her, or their Custody an

such Plate or Instrument, or without such Authority as aforesaid,
+ shall knowingly or wilfully utter, publish, dispose of, or put away any
such Blank Bank Note, or Part of such Bank Note, of the Descrip.
tion aforesaid, every Person so offanding in any of the Cases aforesaid,
and being thereof convicted according to Law, shall be adjudged
aY Felon, and shall be transported for the Term of Fourteen

ears.

II. And whereas divers Frauds have been gractised by making and

publishing Papers with certain Words and Characters so nearly re-
sembling the Notes of the Governar and Company of the Bank of
England, as to appear, to ignorant and unwary Persons, to be the
Notes of the said Governor and Company; and it is necessary for
the Security of the Public, that such Practices, as applied to the
Notes of the said Governor and Company of the Description afore,
gaid, should be prevented ; be it therefore further enacted, That if
any ‘Person or Persons, from and after the passing of this Act, shall
engrave, cut, etch, scrape, or by any ather Art, Means, or Device
make, or shall cause or procure to be engraved, cut, etched, scraped,
or by any other Art, Means, or Contrivance made, or shall knowingly
aid or assist in the engraving, cutting, etching, scraping, or by any
other Art, Means, or Contrivance m ing, in ar upon any Plate of
Copper, Brass, Steel, Iron, Pewter, or of any other ﬁ)etal or Mixture
of Metals, or upon Wood, or any other Materials, or upon any Plate
whatsoever, any Line Work, as or for the Ground Work .of a Pro-
missory Note or Bill of Exchange, the Impression taken from
which Line Work shall be intended to resemble the Ground
Work of a Bank Note of the said Governor and Company of the
Description aforesaid, or any Device, the Impression taken fiom
which “shall contain the Words ¢ Bank of England,” in White
Letters upon a Black, Sable, or Dark Ground, either with or
without White or other Lines therein, or shall contain in any Part
thereof the numerical Sum or Amount of any Promissory Note
or Bill of Exchange in Black and Red Register Work, or s}l:all
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- ghdw the reversed Contents of a Promisso%Ndbe or B b Bkohatige, .~
“'or of any Part of s Promissory Note or Bill of Exchange, or shall
contain any Word or Wards, Flgure or Figures, Character or Charac.
ters, Pattern or Patterns, which shall be intended to resemble the ‘
-Whole or any Part of the Matter or Ornaments of any Bank Nate of the
Description aforesaid, or shall contain any Word, Number, Figure,
‘or Character, in White on a Black, Sable, or Dark Ground, etther
with or without White or other Lines therein, which shall be in-
tended to resemble the numerical Sum or Ameunt in the Margin, of
any other Part of any Bank Note of the said Governor and Company,
without an Authority in Writing for that Purpose from the sai(i
Governor and Company, to be produced and proved hy the Party
accused ; or if any Person or Persons shall, from and after the passing orusing such
of this Act, (witl?l,out such Authority as aforesaid), use any such Plate;
Plate, Wood, or other Material so engraved, cut, etched, scraped,
or by any other Art, Means, or Contrivance made, or shall use any
other Instrument or Contrivance for the making or printing upon
any Paper or other Material, any Word or Words, Figure or Figures
Character or Characters, Pattern or Patterns, which shall be intended
to resemble the Whole or any Part of the Matter or Ornaments of
any such Note of the said Governor and Company, of -the Descrip-
tion aforesaid, or any Word, Figure, or Character, in White on a
Black, Sable, or Dark Ground, either with or without White or other
Lines therein, which shall be apparently intended to resemble the
numerical Sum or Amount in the Margin, or any other Part of any
Bank Note of the said Governor and Company ; or if any Person or having
or Persons shall, from and after the passing of this Act, with- ;}’(ﬂ;ef:ia;e n
out such Authority as aforesaid, knowingly have in his, her, or , utterinxé
their Custody or Possession, any such Plate or Instrument, or shall any Impres.
knowingly and wilfully utter, publish, or dispose of, or put away sion fromj};
any Paper or other Material containing any such Word or Words,
Figure or Figures, Character or Characters, Pattern or Patterns,
as aforesaid, or shall knowingly or willingly have in his, her,
or their Custody or Possession, any Paper or other Material con-
taining any such Word or Words, Figure or Figures, Character
or Characters, Pattern or Patterns as aforesaid, (without lawful
Excuse, the Proof whereof shall lie upon the Person accused), every
Person so offending in any of the Cases aforesaid, and being convicted
thereof according to Law, shall be adjudged a Felon, and shall he
transported for the Term of Fourteen %
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IILI. And whereas it is expedient, That the Name or Names of the Bank ma
Person or Persons intrusted and authorized by the said Governor and cause an Im-
Company_to sign Bank Notes on behalf of the said Governor and pression tobe
Company, should be impressed by Machinery upon Bank Notes of the 'E“d§“P°“b
Description aforesaid, in such Form as may from Time to Time be i{[ﬁch:’:::y y
adopted by the said Governor and Company, instead of being sub- in lieu of Sig-
scribed in the Hand-writing of such Person or Persons respectively ; natures.
And whereas Doubts may arise respecting the Validity of such
Notes ; be it therefore declared and enacted, That all Bank Notes of
the said Governor and Company of the Description aforesaid, whereon
the Name or Names of any Person or Persons intrusted or authorized
to sign such Notes on behalf of the said Governor and Company, shall

or
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or may be impressed by Machinery provided for that Purpose by the
said Governor and Company, and with the Authority of the said
Governer and Company, shall be and be taken to be good and valid to
all Intents and Purposes, as if such Notes had been subscribed in the
proper Hand-writing of the Person or Persons intrusted or authorized by
the said Governor and Company to sign the same respectively, and
shall be deemed and taken to be Bank Notes within the Meaning of
all Laws and Statutes whatsoever, and shall and may be described as
Bank Notes in all Indictments and other Criminal and Civil Pro-
ceedings whatsoever; any Law, Statute, or Usage to the contrary
notwithstanding.

. __

LEONDON: Printed by Georce Eyre and ANDREW STRAHAN,
Printers to the King’s most Excellent Majesty. 1820, - -
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