[14 & 156 GEo. 5.] Benefices Act, 1898 [No. L]
(Amendment) Measure, 1923.

A MEASURE
PASSED BY

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND

To amend the Law relating to the Patronage of
Benefices and to amend the Benefices Act,
1898. [14th July 1924.]

1. A right of patronage of a benefice after two
vacancies of such benefice subsequent to the passing of
this Measure have occwred shall become incapable of
sale, and any transfer for valuable consideration of
such right of patronage made after two such vacancies
have occurred, whether such valuable consideration is
mentioned in the transfer or not, shall be invalid: Pro-
vided that this section shall not apply to assignments
of patronage under the New Parishes Acts or to sales
of land to which rights of patronage are appendant.

2. A patron entitled for his own benefit in fee
simple or fee tail in possession, whether for a legal or
equitable estate, to a right of patronage of a benefice
may by declaration under seal registered in the registry
of the diocese in which the benefice is situate, as if the
said declaration were a transfer registered under the
Benefices Act, 1898, declare his intention that the said
right of patronage shall be thenceforth without power
of sale, and as from the date of the registration of such
declaration, section 1 of this Measure shall apply to the
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3. If a right of patronage of a benefice after the
passing of this Measure becomes vested by transfer or
otherwise in a person who at the date of its becoming
so vested is, or subsequently becomes, & clergyman, or
in his wife, or in some one on his or her behalf, he shall
not be presented to the benefice to which such right of
pa.tclionage relates, and any such presentation shall be
void.
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4. In section 1, subsection (7), of the Benefices
Act, 1898, the words ‘‘ or in a mortgage the reservation
of a right of redemption >’ are hereby repealed so far as
a transfer of a right of patronage made after the passing
of this Measure is concerned.

6. The Act 9 Geo. IV., chapter 94, whereof the
short title is * The Clergy Resignation Bonds Act, 1828,”
is hereby repealed, and in the Form of Declaration
contained in the Schedule to the Benefices Act, 1898,
the words * otherwise than as allowed by sections one
and two of the Clergy Resignation Bonds Act, 1828
are hereby repealed, and the said Schedule is hereby
amended by the addition after the word * agreement
in the third paragraph of the said Form of Declaration
of the words following, that is to say, “ (not being an
agreement lawfully made for exchange of benefices).””

6. A right of patronage of a benefice includes a
right to nominate to the patron the person to be
presented thereto.

7. All enactments dealing with rights of patronage
of benefices whether contained in public or in private
Acts of Parliament shall continue to have effect only so
far as they are not inconsistent with the provisions of
this Measure. :

8. The Interpretation Act, 1889, shall apply to this
Measure in like manner as it applies to an Aot of
Parliament.

9. This Measure shall be construed as one with the
Benefices Act, 1898, and may be cited as ‘ The Benefices

. Aot 1898 (Amendment) Measure, 1923.”
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Union of Benefices Measure, 1923.

[14 & 15 Gro. 5. No. 2.]

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS.

INQUIRIES.

Section. .

1.

Diocesan Committee.

2. Bishop on request of Ecclesiastical Commissioners

to issme commission as to proposed union of
benefices or other proposal.

Powers exercisable under this Measure.

Application to sinecures.

Power to alter boundaries extended to benefice not
referred to in commission.

Commissioners’ discretion as to recommendations in
their report.

Duty of the commissioners in making their report.

CoNSTITUTION OF COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY.

Constitution and nomination of commission.
Nomination where the Bishop is patron.
Nomination where there is no Parochial Church

Council,
Default by one of the parties to joint nomination.
Lapse of right of nomination.
Commission may be issued notwithstanding lapse of
right of nomination.
Inquiries under different sections.

SCHEMES AND MATTERS INCIDENTAL THERETO.

. Transmission of report to Ecclesiastical Commissioners

and preparation of draft Scheme.

What may be inserted in the Scheme.

Directions as to patronage to be contained in a
Scheme.

Form and extent of proposed union to be defined by
the Scheme. '

Determination of the diocese, archdeaconry and
rural deanery of the united benefice.

Application of section to part of a benefice.

Scheme to define event on which it is to come into
operation. 4

Appointment of incumbent pending umnion.
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Bection.
8. Parsonage house of united benefice.
9. Parish church of united parish.
10. Publication of draft Scheme,
‘ Objections.
Certification of Scheme to the King in Council.
Appeals to the King in Council. .
Hearing by Judicial Committee.
11. Orders in Council to be gazetted and to have force of
law. -
Orders in Council to be registered. ™ «
Scheme to be valid netwithstanding informalities.
Supplementary Schemes and Orders. 4
12. Supplementary powers. ‘
13. Union of benefices held in plurality.

REvENUES oF BENEFICES UNITED.

14. Vesting of church and parsonage house and other
property in incumbent of united benefice.
Provisions as to the endowments of benefices which
. are to be divided or from which parts are to be
severed.
15. Disposal of surplus revenue of benefices included in
an union.
16. Further provisions as to disposal of revenues.
17. Apportionment of charges and incumbrances on
endowments,

CURATES AND ASSISTANTS IN BENEFICES UNITED.

18. Curates and other assistants for united or enlarged
benefice.

Appropriation of fund fér payment of curates’
stipends,

PuriaNg powN, SALE AND APPROPRIATION OF CHURCHES,
PARSONAGES, AND OTHER PROPERTY.

19. Power to direct the pulling down, sale.and appropria-
tion of superfluous churches, parsonages, and other
Eroperty.

Scheme for appropriation of any disused church.

20. Conditions to be complied with in respect of churches
proposed to be pulled down or appropriated to
secular uses,
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Section.

21.

22,

23.
24.

265.

217.

28.

29,

31,

Further conditions in respect of churches proposed
to be pulled down.

Removal of font, communion table and plate.

Removal of remains and memorials by representa-
tives of deceased persons.

Disposals of tablets, monuments and other memorials
to the dead.

Payment of expenses of removal of remains and of
font and other things.

No faculty required or fees payable for removal of
memorials.

Churches and other properties directed to be pulled
down, sold or exchanged to vest in Ecclesiastical
Commissioners.

Site of church pulled down and churchyard to be
kept in proper condition.

Appropriation of superfluous churches for educational
or charitable purposes.

Trust deed may be executed by the bishop,

ParocHIAL RiGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS,
Rights of parishioners. .
This Measure not to affect parishes for secular

purposes.
Services in church not being parish church.

CHURCH AND PAROCHIAL TrusTS AND CHARI .,

Provisions as to benefactions and trusts relating to
particular parishes.

Provisions as to trusteeship.

Transfer of trusteeship of school, &c.

Disposal of repair funds and other funds held in
connection with churches ceasing to be used for
Divine Service.

Disposal of property held by Parochial Church
Councils which cease to exist.

Provisions with regard to endowed lectureships
attached to churches to be pulled down or appro-
priated to secular uses. *

Di1SUNIONS.

Disunion of united benefice.
Issue of commission, report, and Scheme,
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Section.

32.

33.
35.
36.
317.

38.
39.

40.

Measure, 1923. .

Terms and effect of Scheme for disunion.
Settlement of patronage.

Division of endowment.

Trust Funds.

Compensation to retiring incumbent.

ExrENsES FUND.

Expenses Fund.

Separate accounts to be kept for each diocese.

Moneys to be placed to the credit of the fund to the
account of each diocese.

Disposal of surplus funds.

Payment of expenses out of Common Fund of
Ecclesiastical Commissioners.

Constituent benefices deemed situate in diocese of
united benefice.

MISCELLANEOUS.

House of residence in benefices already united.

Application to parts of benefices included in an union.

Admission to an united benefice and fees payable
thereon.

Restrictions on exercise of patronage while proposal
for union is pending.

Exchanges of patronage.

Negligible interests in patronage.

Ecclesiastical Commissioners may decide doubtful
questions of patronage.

And give directions where a patron cannot be found.

Consents and notices in special cases.

Where patronage belongs to the Crown or Duchy of
Lancaster.

To Duchy of Cornwall.

To a minor or person of unsound mind.

Roman Catholic patrons.

Power for Lord Chancellor to make rules.

Definition ¢lause.

Repeal and saving.

Area of Measure.

Determination of powers under Pluralities Act, 1838.

Interpretation.

Short title. . .
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