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SCHEME, DATED 13TH AUGUST 197CMA:DE'BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
,U~DER SECTION 9 OF THE AGRICULTURI;l ACT (NORTHERN IR~LAND) 1949. 

The Ministry 6f Agriculture. in exercise of the powers conferred on it by 
Section 9 of the Agriculture Act (Northern Ireland) 1949(a) and. of. every 
otper power enabling it in that 1,)ehalf and with the approval 6f the Ministry 
~f Finance hereby makes the folloWing Scheme: - . 

Citation and commencement 
1. This Scheme may be cited as the Blackface Rams Scheme. (Northern 

Ireland) 1971 a:t;ld shaJI come into operation on lst S~ptember 1971. 
, . . . . . 

Revocation 
, 2. the Blackface Rams Scheme 1960 is hereby revoked. 

. "~' 
. " .. 

Detinition~. .,: . 
3. In this Schem::e!~-
'~approved" means approved by-the Ministry; 
"approved 'sale" means 'a ,sheep sale at which the Ministry has selected 

Blackf~ce sheading rams which are eligible for grant; 
"'''Bhu;:kface . ram1!. 'means .a. Bllj.ckface rlj.m of either the' Scottish or the 

. Mourne type; . 
"County Committee" means a County Committee of agriculture appomted 

pursuant to Section 2(1) of the, Agriculture Act (Northern Ireland) 
1949; . . . . 

• C'., " • • 

"flock owner:" means a breeder of pure bred Blackface sheep: '. 
"Grant. A'" means a grant paid to a flock owner in respect of the purchase 

of an approved Blackface sheading ram of £24 or one half of the 
amount remaining after a sum of £24 has been deducted from the 
purchase price ,of the .ram whichever is the less,. but not in any case 

·less than £3; 
"Grant B!' means'a grant paid to a flock owner in respect ofthe purchase 

of an approved Blackface shearling rain of £12 or one half of the 
amount. remaining after the sum of £8 has been deducted from the 
Plirchase price of the said ram whichever is the less; 

"Ministri' melj.nsthe :MinistrY of Agriculture; , 
"Shearling ram" means a ram which was born in the normal lambing 

season of the year immediately preceding the year in which the 
approved sale at which it is purchased is held. 

Objects of Scheme 
4. With the object of. aiding, improving and developing the breeding of 

sheep in Northern Ireland tlie Ministry m~y inaccotdance with this Scheme 
pay grants to flock owners. for the' purchase for l1seas stock rams of approved 
Bla~~fac~ sh~arli.ng rams;~. ..... .. ' 



No. 256 Blackfqce Rams :124S 
(a) of the Scottish, type; and 

, (b) of the Mourne type if placed out in a flock which is kept in 'approved 
districts of Counties Armagh and Down. ' ' 

Application tor Grants 
, 5. Applications for Grant A shall be made to the Ministr.y and for Grant 

B to the County Committee of the county in which the ram is to be placed 
out. 

Payment at Grant 
6.-(1) Grant A shall be paid only to experienced breeders of Blackface 

rams who exhibit rams at Sales approved by the Ministry for the selection 
of grant aided rams and shall be paid only in respect of one approved 
Blackface shearling ram in the same flock. , 
, (2) Grant. A shall be paid to a flock owner only once. in each period 

consisting of 3 breeding seasons unless the ram in respect of which grant 
has been paid has <;lied or lias proved infertile or unsuitable for breeding 
and a flock owner receiving Grant A shall not be entitled to a subsidy under 
the Ram Subsidies Scheme (Northern Ireland) 1962(b) in the same season. 

(3) Grant B shall if approved by the Ministry be paid in respect of one 
or more approved rams placed out in the same flock. 

Selection at rams 
7. The Ministry shall select approved Blac:[dace shearling rams at 

approved sales but if approved sales are for any reason discontinued for a 
period the Ministry may during that period select Blackface shearling rams 
on the premises upon which they are kept. 

Carriage at rams . . 
S'. The Ministry may pay half the costs of the carriage of an approved 

Bl~9kface shearling ram from an. approved sale to the farm of the flock 
owner who has purchased" same at the approved sale provided that the said 
ram is conveyed by public transport. 

Conditions and payment at .Grant. '. '. .' "" . 
" .9. Grant will be, paid subject to the. conditions set.forth in Part I of the 
Schequie" hereto and an authorised officer of the Ministry will hand to a flock 
owner who has purchased an approved Blackface ram w4ich has been 
selected for the purpose of payment of grant a form containing the said 
conditions and the flock owner will thereupon sign the acknowledgment set 
forth in Part II ·of the said Schedule. . .' . 

General 
. 10.-(1) If the Ministry having made a payment under.this Scheme· finds 

that the flock owner who has received the payment h,as failed to comply with 
ariy conditions or requirements of the Scheme or that 'for any reasons what­
soever such, payment ought not to have been made in whole or in part it 
shall be entitled to' recover from that flock owner the' full amount of the 
said payment or so much of the said payment as ought not to have been so 
paid and such sum maybe recovered' as a civil debt. Without prejudice to any 
other method of recovery the Ministry shall 'be entitled to deduct any sum 
which it is entitled to recover from any person l.inder this' Article from any 
further sums which may otherwise be payable to that person by the Ministry 
under this Scheme. 

(b) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1962, No. 26. 
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(2) The Ministry does not gul;trantee the health or fertility. of any ram 
purcha~ed under this Scheme and no claim in' respect th~reof shall be made 
to the Ministry. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Agriculture for Northern 
Ireland this 11th day of August 1971 in the presence of:-

(L.S.) J. Parke, 
Assistant Secretary. 

T~e Ministry, of Finance hereby approves of the foregoing Scheme. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of tbe Ministry of Finance for Northern 
Ireland this 13th day of August 1971 in the presence of:-

(L.S.) 

SCHEDULE 

C. F. Darling, 
Assistant Secretary. 

BLACKFACE RAMs SCHEME (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1971 

PART! 

Conditions of payment of Grant 
1. A flock owner who has received a Grant A under the above Scheme 

shaIi:'-" .. 

(a) keep the Blackface shea;rling ram which he has purchased in a healthy 
breeding ,condition on premises belonging to hill).:in Northern Ireland for 
at' least 3 successive breeding seasons following the date of :the purchase 
of the said Tam and shall not during the said J?eriod dispose of it to any 
person without the written consent of the Ministry; 

(b) enter and exhib~t rams ,the progeny of the Blackface sheading ram. in 
respect of which he has received the grant at approved sales of ,the Black-
face breed. . 

2. A flock owner who has received' a Grant B under this Scheme shall keep 
the ~lackface sheading ram in respeot of which he has received grant in a 
healthy breeding condition on premises belonging to him in Nopthern Ireland 
for at least 2 successive breeding seasons following the date of the purchase of 
the said raJ.11 and shall not during 1he said period dispose of it to any person 
without the written consent of the Ministry. 

3. Flock owners who have received e1ther a Grant A or Grant B under this 
Scheme shall: ~ , , 

(a) allow only, approved ~ams' to run along w~th ewes runniDg' with the 
Blackface sheading ram in, respeot of which grant, has been paid; , 

(b) pennit an inspectioq,<;lf the Blackfa~ shearlin,g mm in :respect of wJ?ich 
grant has been paid aJt all .reasonable tImes on the request of an authQflsed 
officer of the Ministry~ , 
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PART II 

I of acknowledge that 
I have received from an authorised officer of the Ministry of Agriculture a copy 
of ·the conditions for payment of grant set forth in Part I of the. Schedule to the 
Blackface Rams Scheme (NoDthern Ireland) 1971. 

Dated this day of 19 

Witness .................. , ........ . 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This Note is not part of the Scheme, but is {ntended; 
to indicate its general purport.) 

This Scheme replaces the existing Scheme an~ introdqces a new grant up' 
to a maximum of £24 for each approved ram in addition to the present grant 
of up to £12 per ram which continues as before. 

'.' c' ,1 
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