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Ch. 13, 14. Elenientary Education Amendment 3 Edw. 7.
Act, 1903.

CHAPTER 13.
Au Act to amend the Elementary Education (Eefective 

and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899. [21st July 1993,]

Be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
andlSj^the authority of the same, as follows :

1.—(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in. the Elementary 
Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899, section 
two (6), the Board of Education may from time to time make 
rules for certifying any establishment for boarding and lodging 
defective or epileptic children, although such establishment may 
be established for boarding and lodging more than fifteen defective 
or epileptic children in one building, or may comprise more than 
four such buildings.

(2) All rules made in pursuance of thia Act shall be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament within three weeks after the same 
have been made, if Parliament be then sitting, or, if Parliament 
be not then sitting, within three weeks of the session then next 
ensuing, and, if any such rules are disapproved of by either House 
of Parliament within thirty days after the same have been so laid 
before Parliament, such rules, or such part thereof as may be so 
disapproved, shall thereupon become void and of no eSect.

2. This Act may be cited as the Elementary Education 
Amendment Act, 1903.

CHAPTER 14.
An Act to amend the Borough Funds Act, 1872.

[11th August ] 903.]

Be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal, and Oommons, in %his present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows :

1. No expense in relation to the promotion of a Bill in Parlia­
ment shall be charged by the council of a borough or urban district 
under the Borough Funds Act, 1872, unless the requirements 
contained in the First Schedule to this Act have been observed.

2.—(1) If the result of a poll binder this Act, or the decision 
of a meeting of electors when final, is against the promotion of 
the .Bill, or of a part or parts, or clause or clauses, of the Bill, the 
council shall forthwith take all necessary steps to withdraw the 
Bill, or the part or parts, or clause or clauses (as the case may be).
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against which the poll has resulted or the decision of the meeting 
has been given.

(2) In the case of equality of votes on any question of promotion, 
that question sh*all be deemed to be decided against the promotion.

3. Where a Bill, 6r a part or parts, or clause or clauses, of a Expenses when 
Bill, is or are withdrawn, no further expense shall be incurred by Bill is with- 
the council, or mayor or chairman, in or about the promotion of 
the Bill, or part or parts, or clause or clauses, so withdrawn, but, 
subject as aforesaid, all costs, charges, and expenses incjjured 
by the council, or mayor or chairman, in or as incidental^o the 
preparation and promotion of the Bill up to and inclusive j3f its 
deposit in Parliament and withdrawal (if withdrawn), and in or as 
incidental to the holding of a meeting or the taking of a poll under 
this Act, shall, when taxed by a taxing officer of one of the Houses . 
of Parliament, and allowed under the Borough Funds Act, 1872, 
be charged on and payable out of such one or* more of the public 
funds or rates under the control qf the council (and, if rnore than 
one, then in such proportions) as the cohncil, having regard to 
the nature and objects of the Bill, may determine to be just and 
proper.

35 & .36 Viet, 
c. 91.

4. Nothing in this Act shall extend or be construed to alter or 
affect any special provision in any local Act for the payment of 
the costs, charges, and expenses in relation to the promotion by any 
council of a Bill in Parliament, or to take away or diminish any 
rights or powers now possessed or enjoyed by any council, or which 
are or shall be vested in or exerciseable by the inhabitants of the 
district of any council under any general or special Act, but the 
council may, if they think fit, adopt with respect to th^ promotion 
of any Bill the procedure provided by this Act in lieu of that 
provided by their local Act.

5. —(1) Any person who at, or for the purposes of, a poll under 
this Act—

(i) fraudulently signs or forges any signature to a requisition of 
electors under this Act; or

(u) applies for a voting papei' in the name of some other person, 
whether that name be the name of a person living or dead, or 
of a fictitious person ; or

(iii) having voted once, applies for a second voting paper in his 
own name; or

(iv) forges or counterfeits, or fraudulently defaces or fraudulently 
destroys any voting paper; or

(v) without due authority supplies a voting paper to any 
person ; or

(vi) fraudulently puts into any box or other receptacle any 
paper other than a voting paper supplied to him for the 
purpose; or

(vii) fraudulently takes out of the polling station any voting 
paper; or

Saving for 
special Acts.

Offences in 
relation to 
polls.
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(viii) without due authority destroys, takes, opens, or otherwise 
interferes with any box or other receptacle for voting papers 
or any voting papers then in use; or

(ix) causes any disturbance or disorder in • or •near any polling 
station ;

sh^r be liable on sutumary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
twenty pounds.

(2) An attempt to commit any offence specified in this section 
shall be punishable in the manner in which the offence is 
puni^Jmble.

6. The failure to comply with the requirements of this Act 
as toliotices or the time within which anything is to be done, or 
the procedure at a meeting of electors or the mode of taking a 
poll, shall not render invalid the charge under the Borough Funds 
Act, 1872, or this Act of any expenses in relation to the promotion 
of a Bill, if the psoyisions of this Act have been substantially 
complied with and the failure has not affected the result of the 
proceediri^s under this Act. *

7. —(1) The provision contained in section four of the Borough 
Funds Act, 1872, that no expense in opposing a Bill in Parliament 
shall be charged unless the opposition has had the consent of the 
owners and ratepayers of the district, shall cease to apply.

(2) In section one of the Railway and Canal Traffic (Provisional 
Orders) Amendment Act, 1891, references to the Borough Funds 
Act shall be construed and have effect as references to the Borough 
Funds Act, 1872, as amended by this Act.

8. The powers conferred upon the Secretary of State by the 
Borough Funds Act, 1872, or by virtue of any extension or 
application of that Act, shall be transferred to and exercised by 
the Local Government Board.

9. For the purposes of this Act, t^e expression “ council ” 
includes the council of every borough and of every urban district, 
the expression “ borough ” includes a metropolitan borough, and 
the expression “ el^tors ” means the parochial electors for the 
time being enrolled in the register of parochial electors in force for 
the parishes in a borough or urban district, anff the expression 
“ the mayor < r chairman ” means the mayor of the borough or 
the chairman of/the urban district council.

10. The enactments specified in the Second Schedule to this 
Act are hereby repealed to the extent mentioned jn the third 
column of that schedule.

11. This Act shall not extend to Scotland or Ireland.

12. —(1) This Act may be cited «s the Borough Funds Act, 1903, 
and the Borough Funds Act, 1872, and this Act may be cited 
together as the Borough Funds Acts, 1872 and 1903.

(2) This Act shall come into operation on the first day of 
October nineteen hundred and three.
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SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE.

Regulations for Meeting and Polling of Electors. 85 & 36 Vict.
e. 91. ■

(1) Where the council of a borough or urban district have resokJ^, in 
accordance with the provisions of ths Borough Funds Act, 1872, to 
promote a Bill in Parliament, and the Bill has been deposited, notice shall 
be given by placards and by advertisement in some local newspaper 
circulating in the borough or district in two successive weeks stating—

(а) the title of the Bill; and
(б) a brief statement of the objects of the Bill; t:
(c) that the BUI has been deposited^ and the date on which it was first 

deposited in either House; and
(<Z) that copies of the Bill may be inspected and purchased at a place 

within the' borough or district specified in the notice, between the 
hours of ten in the forenoon and five in the afternoon, on every week 
day for fourteen days after the date of the first advertisement, and 
that e.xtracts may be taken* free of\;harge; and

(e) That a public meeting of electors will be held on a day named, not 
being less than fourteen nor more than twenty-eight day Rafter the 
first advertisement of the notice, for the purpose of considering the 
question of the promotion of the Bill, and indicating the resolutions 
which will be submitted to the meeting.

(2) The first advertisement under these regulations mujt be made 
within seven days from the first deposit of the Bill in either House, and 
the placards giving notice under these regulations must be posted within 
the same time.

(3) A public meeting of electors sh’all be held in accordance with the 
notice, and the mayor or chairman, or, in the event of his being unable or 
unwilling to preside, any person appointed by the council to perform that 
duty, shall be president of the meeting; but, if neither the mayor or 
chairman, nor the person so appointed, is jjresent within ten minutes after 
the time appointed for the meeting, the meeting shall choose an elector 
present at the meeting to be president of the meeting.

(4) The presiden^of the meeting may,^ith'the consent of the majority 
of the electors present, adjourn the meeting for not more than seven days.

(5) On opening any such meeting the president of the meeting, or a 
member or oflRfeer of the council, shall give such explanation of the Bill 
with reference to which the meeting is held as he thinks expedient.

(6) —(a) The question of the promotion of the Bill shall be put by the 
president to the meeting either by a single resolution in favour of the 
promotion of the whole Bill, or by Separate resolutions in favour of the 
promotion of any part or parts or clause or clauses of the Bill, but 
together covering the promotion of the whole Bill, and the meeting shall 
decide for or against any such resolution.
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(&) The president shall explain to the meeting the resolution or resolu­
tions he proposes to put to the meeting, and the question of the promotion 
of the Bill shall be put in the manner proposed ;

Provided that, if, before any such resolution is put, the meeting decide 
to request the president to put separately any resolution or resolutions in 
favour of the promotion of any part or parts or clajise or clauses of the 
Bill not proposed by him to be put separately, he shall put such further or 
other resolution or resolutions to the meeting as will, consistently with the 
provisions of this schedule, give effect to that request.

(7} Unless a poll is required in manner provided by this schedule, with 
resp?^to any resolution for promotion put to the meeting, the decision of 
the meeting on that resolution, as declared by the president of the meeting,, 
shall Ijp final.

(8) A poll may be required with respect to any such resolution by not 
less than one hundred electors, or one-twentieth in number of the electors,, 
whichever may be the less, and, if the decision of the meeting on the 
resolution is against the resolution, by the council.•

(9) A requisition for a poll by electors must be in writing signed b;y 
the persons making it, and must betdelivered to the mayor or chairman 
within seven days after the date of the meeting or any adjournment 
thereof.

(10) A requisition for a poll by the council must be authorised by a
resolution of the council, and a copy of the resolution must be delivered to 
the mayor or chairman within seven after the meeting or any
adjournment thereof. Provided that, if the regulations governing the 
meetings of the council do not permit of an ordinary meeting of the council 
being held within the said seven days, the time for the delivery of a copy 
of the resolution shall be within three days after the date on which an 
ordinary meeting of the council can first be held subsequently to the date 
of the meeting of the electors or any adjournment thereof.

(11) The mayor or chairman shall proceed to take the opinion by poll 
of the electors on the resolution to which any requisition relates, unless^ 
a poll is rendered unnecessary by the withdrawal of the requisition for a 
poll or by a resolution of the council withdrawing the Bill, or the part or 
parts or clause or clauses to which the resolution, with reference to which 
the poll is required, relates.

(12) The polls on any number of resolutions may be taken at the same 
time and by means of the same voting paper.

(13) The mayor or chairman shall count, or cause to be counted, the- 
votes given at a poll under this schedule, and shall as soon as practicable 
declare the residt.

(14) The decision'of the may^ or chairman on anji question arising in 
respect of any voting paper shall be final.

(loX Where the mayor or chairman is unable or unwilling to perform 
any duty or do any act or thing with respect to a poll under this schedule, 
the council shall appoint some other person to perform the duty or do such 
act or thing.

(16) Subject to the provisions of this schedule the poll shall be taken in 
accordance with such regulations aS may be prescribed by the Local 
Government Board, and the Local Government Board may prescribe forma 
for requisitions, voting paper.s, notices and other documents under this 
schedule, and those forms, or forms to the like effect, shall be used.
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SECOND SCHEDULE.

Enactments Repealed as to England.

Session and 
Chapter. Short Title. Extent of Repeal.

35 & 36 Viet.
c. 91.

The Borough Funds 
Act, 1872.

In section four, the words from “ Pro- 
“ vided further ’’ to the end of the 
section.

In section five, the words “ or ong of 
“ Her Majesty’s principal Sect^aries 
“ of State, as the case may he,” and 
the words “or Secretary of Sts^e.”

In section six, the words “ by one of 
“ Her Majesty’s principal Secretaries 
“ of State, or ” and the words “ as the 
“ case may be.”

In section seven, the words “ or one of 
“ Her Majesty’s principal Secretaries 
“ of State.”
section eleven, the words “or the 

“metropolitan area as defined by 
" the Metropolis Management Act, 
“ 1855.”

CHAPTER 15.
An Act to amend section ten of the Local Government

Act, 1888. [11th August 1903.]

Be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and- 

Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1.—(1) Section ten of the Local Government Act, 1888, in so Construction 
far as it authorises the transfer to county Councils of certain of5i &-o2Vict, 
powers, duties and liabilities of Government Departments, shall 
be construed as authorising the transfer by Provisional Order of 
all or any of those powers, duties or Jjabilities to the council of a 
particular county br’ county borough, as well as to such councils 
generally.

(2) A Provisional Order shall not be made under this section 
, except on the application of the council of a county or .county 

borough.
(3) Where the Local Government Board propose to make a 

Provisional Order under this section transferring any power, duty 
or liability to the council of a county or county borough, the Board 
shall give notice to all local authorities who, in the opinion of the 
Board, are likely to be affected by the transfer, and if, within such 
time as the Board prescribe, a majority of those authorities notify 
to the Board that they object to any such proposed transfer the
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