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C A P. LIX.

An A& for remedying certain Defe@s in the Laws re-
lative to the building and repairing of County
Bridges, and other Works maintained at the Ex-
pence of the Inhabitants of Counties in England.

[24th Fune 1803.]
WHEREAS the Inhabitants of Counties in that Part of the

»

United Kingdom called England, are by Law bound to repair,

fupport, and maintain the publick Bridges, commonly called
County Bridges, within fuch Counties refpectively, and the Roads at each
of the Ends thereof for limited Diftances; but the Laws empowering
them fo to do are infufficient and defe@ive: And whereas Doubts have
arifen how far the faid Inhabitants are liable to improve fuch Bridges
when they are not fufficiently commodious for the Publick ; for Re-
medy thereof, be it enatted by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty,
by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poral, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by
the Authority of the fame, That it fhall be lawful to and for the Sur- gurveyors of
veyor of Bridges and other publick Works, in each and every County Gounty
refpeQively within that Part of the United Kingdom called England, ap- 3;‘;,’&?:3'
pointed or to be appointed by the Juftices at any General Quarter Seffions get Materials
of the Peace to be holden for fuch County, and the faid Surveyor is o‘}’;,.‘;;g‘ggﬁf,"
hereby authorized and empowered to fearch for, take, and carry away thefsme Man-
Gravel, Stone, Sand, and other Materials, for the Repair of fuch Bridges f,:;o"";i‘}"
and Roads at the Ends thereof, as the Inhabitants of Counties are bound Tumpike

6 E to Roads.
1
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to repair, and to remove Obftru&ions and Annoyances from fuch Bridges
and Roads, in fuch and the fame Manner as the Surveyor or Surveyors
of any Common Highway within this Kingdom, is or are by an At made
and pafled in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of His prefent Majefty,
intituled, An A& to explain, amend, and reduce into One Act of Parlia-
ment, the Statutes now in being for the Amendment and Prefervation of the
publick Highways within that Part of Great Britain called England, and
Jor other Purpofes, authorized to doy and the feveral Powers and
Authorities thereby vefted in the Surveyor or Surveyors of Highways,
as well for the getting of Materials as the preventing and removing of
all Nuifances and Annoyances from fuch Bridges and Roads, fhall be
and the fame are hereby vefted in the Surveyor and Surveyors of County
Bridges, and the Roads at the Ends thereof as aforefaid § and the feveral
Penalties, Forfeitures, Matters, and Things, in the faid A& contained,
relating to Highways, fhall be and the fame are hereby extended and ap-
plied, as far as the fame are applicable, to fuch Bridges, and the Roads
at the Ends thereof as aforefaid, as fully and effeCtually as if the fame
and every Part thereof were herein repeated and re-enaéted ; the faid Sur-
veyor or Surveyors making Satisfation and Compenfation for all Tref:
pafs and Damage done in the Execution of the Powers of this A&, in
{fuch and the fame Manner as the Surveyors of Highways are required to
make in and by the faid above mentioned A& of the Thirteenth Year of
the Reign of His prefent Majefty.

II. And be it further enatted, That where any Bridge or Bridges, or
Roads at the Ends thereof, repaired at the Expence of any County, fhall
be narrow and incommodious, it fhall and may be lawful te and for the
faid Juftices at any of their General Quarter Seffions, to order and
direct fuch Bridge or Bridges, ahd Roads, to be widened, improved,
and made commodious for the Publick ; and that where any Bridge
or Bridges, repaired at the Expence of any ‘County, fhall be fo much in
Decay as to render the taking the fame wholly down neceflary or expe-
dient, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the faid Juftices, at any of
their faid General Quarter Seflions, to order and dire&t the fame to be
rebuilt, either on the old Scite or Situation, or on any new one more
convenient to the Publick, contigwous to or within Two hundred Yards of
the former one, as to fuch Juftices fhall feem meet 3 and if, for the Purpofe
of altering the Situation, or of widening or enlarging any fuch Bridge or
Bridges, Road or Roads as aforefaid, it fhall be neceflary to purchafe any -
Land or Ground, # fhall and may be lawful for fuch County Surveyor or
Surveyors, by and under the Dire&tion of fuch Juftices at their General
Quarter Seflions as aforefaid, to fet out and afcertain the fame, not exceeding
in the Whole One Acte at any One fuch Bridge as aforefaid, and to con-
tra& and agree with the Owner or Owners of fuch Land, and Perfons in~
terefted therein, for the Purchafe thereof, either by a Sum in grofs, or by
an annual Rent, at the Option of fuch Owner or Qwners ; and if the faid
Surveyor or Surveyors cannot agree with the faid Owner or Owners for the
Purchafe thereof, or the Recompende to be made for the fame, or by Reafon
of fuch Owner or Owners not being to be found, fhall be prevented from
treating, then and in every fuch Cafe, the faid juftices in their General Quar-
ter Seflrons {hall impannel a Jury, and aflefs the Cowpenfation and Satistac-
tion for fuch Land, and for the Trefpafs and Damage to be done by the
Execution of the Powers of this A¢t, in the fame Manner as they are

authorized
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authorized and empowered: to do by thé faid above mentioned A& of the
Thirteenth Year of the Reign of His prefent Majefty, in relation to High-
ways ; and all and every the Claufes, Powers, Provifions, Exemptions, Pe-
nalties, Matters, and Things, in thefaid A& contained, as well with refpect
to impannelling Juries, examining and fwearing Witnefles, Payments of
Expences, enabling Bodies Politick, Corporate, and Collegiate, and other
incapacitated Per{ons, to fell and convey, and all ether the Powers and
Provifions of the faid Aét, fhall be, and the fame are hereby extended and
applied to the Works by this A& authorized to be dene and performed, as
far as the {fame are applicable, as fully and effeCtually, to all Intents and
Purpofes, asif the fame were herein particularly repeated and re-enalted ;
provided, that no Money fhall be applied to the Amendment or Altera.
tion of any fuch Bridge or Bridges, until Prefentment fhall have been made
.of the Infufficiency, Inconveniency, or Want of Reparation of fuch Bridge
or Bridges, in purfuance of fome or One of the Statutes made and now i
force concerning publick Bridges.

HI. And be it further enacted, That the Right and Property of all Tools,
Implements, Timber, Bricks, Stones, Gravel, and other Materials, pur-
- chafed, gotten, or had, orto be purchafed, gotten, or had, by or by the

Order ot Juftices in Counties, or the Surveyor of County Bridges for the
Time being, or in any Refpett belonging to fuch Counties, fhall be and
the fame are hereby vefted in fuch Surveyor for the Time being ; in whom

upon any Adion or Indi®ment being commenced or profecuted, fuch
Property may be laid. . : :

IV. And be it further enadted, That the Inhabitants of Counties fhall
and may fue for any Damages done to Bridges and other Works main-
tained and repaired at the Expence of fuch Counties refpetively, and for
the recovering of any Property belonging to fuch Counties, in the Name
of their Surveyor, and alfo fhall and may be fued in the Name of fuch
Surveyor; and no Action or Profecution to be brought or commenced
. by or againft the Inhabitants of Counties, by virtue of this A&, in the
Name of the faid Surveyor, fhall abate or be difcontinued by the Death
or Removal of fuch Surveyor, or by the A& of the Surveyor, without
the Confent of the Juftices at their General Quarter Seffions affembled,
but the Surveyor for the Time being fhall be deemed the Plaintiff or De-
fendant in fuch A&ions, as the Cafe may be: Provided always, that
every fuch Surveyor in whofe Name any A&ion or Suit fhall be com-
menced, profecuted, or defended, in purfuance of this A&, fhall always
be reimburfed and paid, out of the Monies in the Hands of the Treafurer
of the publick Stock of fuch County refpettively, all fuch Cofts and
Charges as he fhall be put unto or become chargeable with by Reafon

of his being fo made Plaintiff or Defendant therein ; and alfo all the Cofts -

and Charges of profecuting any IndiGtment or IndiGtments, or other Pro-
ceedings, againft any Perfon or Perfons whomfoever.

V. And, for the more clearly afcertaining the Defcription of Bridges
hereafier to be eretted, which Inhabitants of Counties fhall and may be
bound or liable to repair and maintain ; be it further enafted, That no
Bridge hereafier to be erected or built in any County, by or at the Expence
of any Individual or private Perfon or Perfons, Body Politick or Corporate,
{hall be deemed or taken to be a County Bridge, or a Bridge which the

Inhabitants
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Inhabirants of any County fhall be compellable or liable to maintain or re-
pair, unlefs fuch Bridge fhall be erefted in a fubftantial and commodious
Manner, under the Direftion or to the Satisfation of the County Sur-
veyor, or Perfon appointed by the Juftices of the Peace at thelr General

uarter Seffions affembled, or by the Juftices of the Peace of the County of
Lancafter, at their annual General Seffions ; and which Surveyor, or Per-
fon fo appointed, is hereby required to fuperintend and infpeét the Ere&tion
of fuch Bridge, when therefinto requefted by the Party or Parties defirous
of ereéting the fame ; and in cafe the faid Party or Parties thall be diffatif-
fied, the Matter fhall be determined by the faid Juftices refpetively at their
next General Quarter Seflions, or at their annual General Seflions in the
County of Lancafter.

VL. And be it further enated, That all Orders and Proceedings made
and had within the County of 7or#, relative to County Bridges, fhall in
future be made and had by the Juftices of the refpeétive Ridings, aflembled
at the annual and General Quarter Seflions of the Peace holden the Firft
whole Week after Egffer, and at no other Seflions whatever within fuch
Ridings, except at fuch Adjournment as fhall be made at the above annual
and General Quarter Seflions {o holden as aforefaid, for the exprefs Pur-
pofe of carrying fuch Orders made as aforefaid into Effe® : Provided ne-
verthelefs, that it fhall and may be lawful for any Two Juftices of the faid
Ridings refpedtively, in Cafes of Emergency, to give fuch Orders for mak-
ing temporary Bridges, or fuch temporary Repairs as fhall be neceffary for
the temporary Accommodation of the Publick.

VIL. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That nothing herein
contained fhall extend to any Bridges or Roads which any Perfon or Per-
fons, Bodies Politick or Corporate, is, are, or fhall be liable to maintain
or repair by reafon of Tenure, or by Prefcription, ar to alter or affet the
Right to repair fuch Bridges or Rgads. ¥
»

VIII. And be it further enaéted, That this A& fhall be deemed, ad-
Judged, and taken tobe a publick A¢t, and fhall be judicially taken Notice
of as fuch by all Judges, Juftices; and other Perfons whomfoever, without
fpecially pleading the fame. ’ '
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