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An A& for enabling the Ereprietors of the Commercial
Rooms in_ the City of Briffol, to fue and be fued
in the Name of their Secretary, and for the Re-

gulation' of the faid Rooms, and the Property

thereof. - [r7th Fune 1814.]

rHEREAS feveral Perfons have, at a. very, great Expence,
ereCted certain fpacious Rooms and Accommodations in the
’ City of Briftol, for the Meeting and Refort-of themlelves and
other Merchants,. Bankers, and Perfons intereited in the Trade. and
Commerce of the faid City, and for other Purpofes. connetted with fuch

" Trade and Commerce, and which Inftitution and Eftablithment has been

found to be produ&ive of great Convenience, not only to the Proprietors,
as fuch Merchants, Bankers, and Traders, -but to the general Mercaniile
Interefts of the faid City and 1ts Vicinity : And whereas great Difficulties
have occurred, and are daily occurring, in relation to the Property of the
{sid Eftablithment, from the Number of the Proprietors (above Three
Hundred) in whom the fame 1s vefted, and other Difficulties have arilen,

and Inconveniencies been experienced, for want of efficient Means of
- proteéting the Property of the faid Eftablifhment, or of enforcing proper

Regulations for the general Management thereof ; but in as much as
many of the Inconveniencies and Difliculties under which the faid Proprietors
labour, in relation to the faid Property and Eftablithment, cannot be remedied
without the Aid and Authority of Parliament: May it therefore pleale Y our.
Majefty that it may be enated ; and be it enacled by the King’s moft Ex-
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cellent Majelty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual
and ‘T'emuporal, and Comrons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by
the Authority of the fame, That all A¢tions and Suits for the Recovery of
any Claims or Demands now due, or which may hereafter become due to
the faid Proprietors, in relation to the faid Rooms, or for the enforcing any
Obligations or Engagements heretofore or which may hereafter be entered

into by or with the faid Proprietors as fuch, in relation to the faid Rooms,
or with each other in relation to the fame, and the Management thereof,

~and all other Actions and Suits in relation to the Property, or Condud,

or Management, of the faid Rooms; and all Proceedings in Law and
Equity, againit any Perfon or Perfons, or Body or Bodies Politic or Cor-
porate, for any Debts, Claims, or Demands, or upon any Obligation or
Agreement 1n relation to any of the Concerns of the faid Rooms, fhall
and lawfully may be commenced, inftituted, or prefented and maintained,
carricd on and profecuted, and Verdidls, Judgements,” and Fxecutions,

-and all other Proceedings had ‘thereon, in:the Name of the Secretary

for the Time being of the faid Proprietors, as the nominal Plaintiff,
for or on behalt of the faid Proprietors; and all A&ions, Suits, and

- Proceedings in Law and Equity againft the Proprietors, in relation to

Profecutions

for Offences
may be infti-
tuted in like
- Manner,

the faid Rooms, by any Perfon or Perfons, or Body or Bodies Politic or
Corporate, for the Recovery of any Claim or Demand againft the faid
Proprietors, 1n relation to the faid Rooms, fhall or lawfully may be com-
menced, inftituted, and profecuted againft the faid Secretary for the Time
being, who fhall in every fuch Cafe be the nominal Defendant for
and on behalf of the faid Proprietors; and all fuch A&ions, Suits, and
Petitions, and all Procefles, Verdits; Judgments, and Executions, and
other Proceedings had thereon, for and ‘on behalf of or againft the faid
Proprietors, in relation to the faid Rooms, or the Eftablifhment, keeping
up, and Care and Management thercof refpeively, fhall be as valid and
effeCtual as if all the Proprietors of the faid Rooms had been Plaintiffs or
Detendants, in fuch® A&ions, Suits, Petitions, or Proceedings, and had
been atually named as fuch therein, and had all lived during the Con-
tinuance of fuch Altions, or Suits, or Proceedings refpetively, and until
the fame had been refpectively difcharged and fatisfied, and finally con.
cluded ; any Statute, Law, or Cuftom, to the contrary notwithftanding.

II. And be it further enalted,” That all Profecutions for Fraud upon
or agamnft the faid Proprietors, in relation to the faid Rooms, or for
Robbery of or ftealing or embezzling any Money, Goods, or Chattels,
or other Property of the faid Concern, or for any other Offence com- -
mitted againit or with Intent to injure or defraud the faid Proprietors, in
relation to, the faid Concern, fhal and lawfully may be fo brought or in-
ftituted;’ and profecuted and carried on in the Name of the Secretary for
the Time being; and in all IndiGtments and Informations, for the felo-
nioufly taking, ftealing, or embezzling any Money, Goods, Chattels, or
Property of or belonging to the faid Concern, fuch Money, Goods, Chat-
tels, or Property may be laid and flated to be the Property of the Secre-
tary of ¢ The Briffol Commercial Rooms;™ and that the fame were- felo-
nioufly taken, {tolen, or embezzled from the faid Secretary; . and any
Crime or Offence committed with Intent to injure or defraud the faid Pro-
prietors, in relation to the faid Rooms, fhall and lawfully may, in any
Profecution or Proceeding, be {tated, charged and laid to have been doné
and commutted with Intent to injure and defraud the Secretary of < The
- | b - ) : -~ 'Brifia}
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Brifto! Commercial Rooms ;"’ and any Offender or Offenders may, tpon
-any fuch Indi&tment, Information, Profecution or Proceeding, be lawfully -
convitted in like Manner as if all the Proprietors of the faid Rooms had
been numed in fuch IndiGtment, Profecution or Proceeding, and had lived
during the Continuance and until the Conclufion thereof. .

III. Provided always, and be it further enatted, That the Death, Re- Suits and
fignation, or Removal, or other At of any Secretary, who fhall have com- P "f%:“t")"??
menced or inftituted any fuch A&ion, Suit, Petition, or Proceeding afore- E; the Hb:afh
faid, or againft-whom any fuch A&ion, Suit, or Proceeding fhall have of the Sccre-
been commenced -or inftituted, or by whom and in whofe Name or tary.
- Names any Indi€tment, Information, Profecution, or Proceeding, fhall
have been preferred, commenced, or profecuted, fhall not abate any fuch
J}Etion, Suit, Petition, Indictment, Information, Profecution, or Proceeding
atorefaid. | S

IV. And be it further enafted, That a Memorial of the Name of the Memorials

. Secretary, in the Form exprefled in the Schedule hereunto annexed, thall tg be g‘l:‘f’““
be enrolled, upon Oath, in the High Court of Chancery, within Three ;rl;of;;:_ |

Months after the pafling of this At ; and when any Alteration fhall take prietors®

Place in relation to fuch Secretary, 2 Memorial thereof fhall in like Manner Names, and

be enrolled as aforefaid, in the Form or to the Effect exprefled in the faid PIf future
* | | ransfers of

‘ SChEdUIC- . _ | _ A Shares,

-V, Provided always, and be it enafted, That Execution upon any Execution .
Judgement in any Action or Suit obtained againft the Secretary for the 7Y ‘{{{“e
Time being, wheéther as Plaintiff or Defendant, may be iffued againft any Pgm;,’ﬁei‘.;‘,{
Proprietor for the Time being of the faid Rooms: Provided always, that who fhall be
every fuch Secretary, in whofe Name any fuch Aion or Suit fhall be reimburfed.
commenced, profecuted, or defended, and that all and every fuch Pro-
prietor or Proprietors, againft whom any Execution upon any Judgement
obtained in any fuch Aétion or Suit fhall be iffued as aforefaid, fhall be
always reimburfed and paid out of the Funds of the faid Proprietors, all

fuch Cofts, Charges, and Damages, as by the Event of any {uch Pro-
ceedings he or they fhall be put urito or become chargeable with, or other-
wife fuch Cofts, Charges, and Damages, thall be made good by the Pro.
prietors for the Time being of the faid Rooms. o

- VL. Provided alfo, and be it further enated, That the Name of the Name of the
- Perfon who fhall be Secretary for the Time being, fhall be written and Secretary to
put up in fome confpicuous Place in the faid Rooms, fo that the fame b; Pﬁt up in
may be feen and known by all Perfons having any Tranfa&ions or "¢ “°°"*
Dealings with the Proprietors thereof. -

VII. Provided alfo, and be it further enaéted, That nothing herein. 1} Proprice

- contained fhall extend, or be deemed, conftrued, or taken to extend, to tors not to
incorporate the faid Proprietors or Subfcribers thereto refpedlively; or be deemed a
to relieve or exempt the faid Proprietors. or the Subfcribers thereto re- Corporation.
Ipettively from any Refponfibility, Contrats, Duties, or leig__ationst
whatfoever, which by Law they may now or at any Time hereatter be
fubjet or liable to, either as between fuch Proprictors and others, or - .
among themfelves, or in any other Matter whatfoever. | |
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| ﬁeneral - VL. And be it further enafted, That on the Twenty-fourth. Day of
m:ﬁ;“;%ul‘::}' October One thoufand eight hundred and fourteen, a- General Meeting
- or-Affembly of the faid Proprietors fhall be held at the -faid Commercial
Rooms, or at fome other convenient Place within the faid City of
Briftol, which fhall be convened by the Secretary or Clerk, by Notice
~under his Hand, advertized Seven Days previoufly in Two Briffol Newl-
. papers, and affixed in the faid Rooms; at which Meeting ‘it {hall be
lawful for the faid Proprietors, or the major Part of them then prefent,
to make, declare, and enatt fuch Rules and Regulations for the Super-
‘intendance, good Government, and Management of the faid Inftitution-
‘and the Funds thereof, and as to the future General. Meetings of the
Proprietors thereof, and the Appointment and Power of the Committee
and other'Officers having or to have the Management, Conduét, or other
Interference of or in the faid Inftitution, which faid Rules and Regula-
tions, and alfo all and every other Rules and Regulations to be hereafter:
N ‘made, declared, or enated by the faid Company of Proprietors, at any
-+ future General Meeting thereof to ‘be duly had and holden under the
" Dire&tions of the then exifting Rules and Regulations of the faid Pro-
- prietors; being refpeltively reduced into Writing, fhall be binding upon-
and obferved by the faid feveral Proprietors and the Officers and Servants
~ of the faid Inftitution, provided fuch Rules and Regulations be not re.’
. pugnant to-the Laws of that Part of the United Kingdom called Lnugland, -

.. :orto the Provifions and Diretions in tais ACt contamned,

Voting.. = . IX. Provided always, and be it further’ enated, "That no Proprietor
© . . fhall be entitled to vote, or otherwife interfere at any General Meeting or,
. Affembly to be holden by vistue of this' A&, or under the Rules and Re~
*: gulations to be made in purfuancé hereof, except at the Time -ot' fuch’
Annual Meeting fuch Proprietor be an Annual Subfcriber to the [aid
Rooms, and fhall have aually paid his Subfcription ; that no Proprietor
fhall be entitled to vote by Proxy at fuch Meeting, nor to have more than
One Vete, whatever Number of Shares in the faid Inftitution he may hold;
and that in cafe the Number of Votes fhall be equally divided upon any:-
- Quefticii coming before any General Meeting or Aflembly, the Chairman
who thall be chofen to prefide thereat, fhall, befides his Vote as a {ublcribing
Proprietor, be entitled to a cafting Voice: Provided always,’ that no Rule
or Regulation to be made, declared, or enacted, at {uch firft-mentioned
General Meeting or Affembly, or at any future General Meeting or Aflem-
~ bly, fhall'be repealed, revoked, or annulled, at any Geéneral ‘Meeting “or
- .Affembly, but with the Confent of Two Thirds, not being lefs than'Thirty.
... Tof the fublciibing Proprietors prefent at the Meeting or. Aflembly at wiich
the Queftion for fuch Repeal or Rzvocation fhall be brought forwarad; nor.
fhall any Queftion for fuch Repeal or Revecation be entertained or dif-
cufled, unlefs Notice thereof thall have been previoufly given in the

~++ Summons for fuch Meeting. T i

' Fleftion of - .. Provided alfo, and be it further enalted; That at the fard General
new Mem-  Meeting or Affembly, the Seven Members of the exilting Committee of.
bers for the  Twenty-one who have been longeft upon fuch Committee fhall go out,,
Committee.  5nq Seven new Committee Men from amongft the Proprietors, being
Annual Subferibers, fhall be cholen ; and that on the Fourth Monday in.

O&ober in every fucceeding Year, or on {uch other Day as by fuch Rules

or Regulations fhall be appointed for holding the Annual General

S | - Meeting
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Meeting or Affembly of the faid Proprietors, a like Number of Sevén
Members of the Committee who fhall have been longeft Members thereof
fhall, in like Manner, go out in Rotation, and a like new Appointment of
Seven new Members fhall be made, fo and in fuch Sort and Manner as
that the faid Committee fhall (except in Cafes of Vacancy as herein-aftet
- mentioned) always confift of Twenty-one Members befides the Treafurer
for the Time being, who fhall be a ftanding Member of fuch Committee;
and fo as that all fuch Committee Men, when f{o ele&ted and appointed,
fhall be chofen to ferve for the Period of Three Years if fo long Annual

1977

Subfcribers; and that the Seven Committee Men going out annually or .

by ceafing to be Annual Sublcribers, fhall not be eligible at the Elettion
to be occafioned by their Vacancies; and that any Vacancy in the Com-
~ mittee by Death or Refignation, fhall be filled up at any General Meeting
or Afflembly to be held next: after fuch Vacancy, and that the Perfon to
be elefted to fill the fame fhall go out of the Committee at the fame Period
that the Committee Man would have done who occafioned fuch Vacancy;
and that any Five of the Committee for the Time being {hall conftitute a

Quorum for the tranfalting of Bufinefs. |

XI. And be it further enafted; That it fhall and may-be lawful for any
Twenty-four or more of the faid Proprietors, béing Annual Subfciibers
as aforefaid, by Notice under their Hands 'to the Secretary or Clerk for
the Time being, to require the faid Secretary or Clerk to call a Special
General Meeting or Aflembly of the faid Proprietors, who fhall thereupon
convene fuch-Meeting or Affembly; fpecifying in the Summons for- the
{fame, the Reafon, Occafion, dnd Intention of requefting the: fame, fuch
Realon, ‘Occafion; and -Inténtion being - firft!{pecified in the Requifition
{0 tiobe-made to him, and thereupon fuch Meeririg fhall be held accord-

XII. And for the bettér Security of the feveral Proprietors of the faid
Inftitutioni, as to their refpeftive Shares therein, be it further enacted,
That the Committee-of the faid Proprietors fhall, and they are ‘hereby
required, as foon as conveniently may be after the pafling of this A&, to
caule the Names and proper Additions of the feveral Perfons claiming
to be Proprietors, whether as original Subfcribers, ot as deriving’ their

Title from fuch original Subfcribers, to be - verified in Manner by’ this
Al direCted, with the Number of Shares ftanding in‘their refpeftive =
- Names, and allo the propéer Number by which every Share is' diftin. .

guifhed, to be fairly and diftinQtly entered in a Book te be kept by the
Clerk or Secretary to the faid Proprietors ; and after fuch Entry made, to
iffue to fuch Proprictors -as may require the fame, a Certificate of fuch
Entry for each Share, certified under the Hands of  the Treafurer, and of
fuch Secretary or Clerk, counterfigned by One of fuch Committee; and
luch Certificate fhall be admitted in all Courts whatfoever, as Evidence
of the Title of fuch Proprietor,:his, her, or their Executors, Admini-
ftrators, or Affigns, to-the Share therein Ypecified, but the Want of
fuch Certificate fhall not hinder. or prevent the Owner or Proprietor of
any Share or Shares from felling or difpofing thereof ; and in cafe any
fuch Certificate fhall become defaced, worn out, or damaged, or fhaﬁ
be afcertained to have been loft or deftroyed, then and in fuch Cafe another
Certificate fhall be delivered out, figned, and authénticated in like Manner :

[ Loc. & Per.] 22 M - provided,
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provided, that for every Certificate the Clerk, for his Trouble, fhall
receive the Sum of T'wo Shillings and Sixpence, and no more.

XL, Provided alfo, and be it bereby further cnated, That in order
to remedy the Inconvenience already arifen ‘and to arife by the frequent
Transfer of Shares in the faid Inftitution, that any Perfon or Perfons fo
claiming, or to claim any Share in the faid Inflitution, as fuch original
Sublcriber, or by reafon of any Transfer, Inheritance, or Succeflion, by,
from, or under the faid original Subfcribers, fhall produce and lay before
the Committee of the faid Inftitution, or fuch Perfon or Perfons as they
may appomnt for that Purpofe, the Aflignment, Transfer, Probate, Ad-
miniltration, -or other Inftrument or Ilocument effefting the Change
in the I’roperty in fuch Share or Shares, and that upon the Produéion
thercof, or of fuch other Evidence as may be fatisfatory to the faid Com-
mittee, or fuch Perfon or Perfons, to be fo appointed as aforefaid, fuch

- Share or Shares,.and the Transfer and Alienation thereof, vefting the fame

in fuch Perfon:or Perfons as fhall be entitled at the Period of . iffuing fuch
Ceruficate as aforefaid, as allo any future Transfer or Alienation thereof,
fhall be forthwith entered in a proper Book to be kept for that Purpofe in

.- -the Name. or;Ndmes of the Perfon or Perfons. to.whom fuch Share or

Shares {hall.have .been, 'or fhall be fo ‘transferred, or h'&vef_fg pafled as

- -aforefaid 5 ~and. that no Perfon or Perfons having {o. acquired, or become

‘poflefled, :or hereafter to acquire or become. poflefled: of any Share or

Shares;in the.faid Inftitution, thall be entitled:to vote or interfere in-any

Meeting “or Afflembly of the faid Proprietors, . or, be, entitled to any

Dividend of .Profit’ from ‘the faid Inftitution, or any .other Priviiege,
Benefit, or Advantage whatfoever .to:arife - therefrom, - until fuch Perfon

or. Perfons fhall have-complied. with the Requifitions herein-before in that

- Behalf enalted and fet forth. |

Shares to he
Perfonal ~
Property._ 0

Orders and
Proceedings
to be entered,.

Proprietors
not to carrv
on any L'rade.

XIV. And be it further enaéted, Thatr all and every the Share and

‘Shares in the .faid Inftitution'-fhall. be, and be. deemed to. be- Perfonal

Property,-and fhall be tran{miffable and pafs as fuch, and not as or In
the Naturc of Real Eftate. .~ . .. .. - |

e L

"+ XV. And be it further enacted, That all Orders and Proceedings of the
faid Proprietors, at their feveral and refpettive General or Special Meetings
or. Aflemblies, or at their Committees at their feveral Meetings, which
fhall-be entered in a Book or Books to be kept for {fuch Purpofes, and

figned refpe&ively by the Chairman of any fuch General Meeting or

Affembly, .or by the. Prefident or other Chairman of {fuch Committee,
fhall be deemed and taken to be Originals, .and. fhall be admitted as
Evidence in all Courts and Places what{oever.

XVI. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That nothing herein
contamned fhall authorize or empower the faid Proprietors to engage in,
tranfalt, or carry on any Trade, Bufinefs, or Manufa&ure whatfoever,

- fave and except fo far as may be neceflary for repairing, maintaining, and
- conducting the faidd Commercial Rooms..

The A&t to

extend to
future Pro-
prictors,

XVH- And be it further enated, That this A& and the Powers and
Provifiens herein contained fhall ‘extend, and.be at all Times conitrued
- to
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to extend, to the Perfons for the Time being Proprietors of the Room,
whether the fame confift of all or any of the Perfons now Proprietors

- thereof, or any Perfons who may hereafter become Proprietors thereof,

with them or any of them, or any other Perfons who may hereatter
become and be Proprietors of the faid Rooms.

1979

XVIIL. And be it further enated, That this A& fhall be deemed and Public A&,

taken to be a Public A&, and fhall be judicially taken Notice of as fuch
by all Judges, Juftices, and others, without being fpecially pleaded.

SCHEDULE referred to by this Act.

MFEMORIAL of the Name of the Secretary of ¢ The Proprietors of
¢ the Briftol Commercial Rooms.”

E. F, in the Place of 4. B. [dead, removed, as the Cafe may be.]

ILONDON: Printed by Georce EYRE and ANDREW STRAHAN,
> Printers to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty. 18k4.
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