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CHAPTER 60.
An Act to provide for the Registration and Regulation of Canal Boats used as

Dwellings. [14th August 1877.]
BE it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and

consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons,in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

[Cu. 60.]

1, After the expiration of twelve months after the commencement of this Act, or if the
regulations of the Local Government Board herein-after mentioned have not at that time
come into force, then after the expiration of six months from the date at which they have
come into force, a canal boat shall not be used as a dwelling unless it has been registered
in accordance with this Act.

The owner of a canal boat may register that boat with the registration authority herein-
after mentioned as a dwelling for such number of persons of the specified age and sex as
may be allowed under the provisions of this Act; and the boat shall be usedas a dwelling
only for the number of persons of the age and sex for which it is registered.If a canal] boat is used as a dwelling in contravention of this Act, the master of the
boat, and also the owner of the boat, if he is in fault, shall each be liable to a fine not
exceeding twenty shillings for each occasion on which the boat is so used.

2. The Local Government Board shall make regulations, and may from time to time
revoke and vary such regulations—

(1.) For the registration of canal boats under this Act, including certificates of regis-
tration, and the fees in connexion with such registration; and

(2.) For the lettering, marking, and numbering of such boats ; and
(3.) For fixing the number, age, and sex of the persons who may be allowed to dwell in

a canal boat, having regard to the cubic space, ventilation, provision for the
separation of the sexes, general healthiness, and convenience of accommodation
of the boat; and

(4.) For promoting cleanliness in and providing for the habitable condition of canal
boats; and

(5.) For preventing the spread of infectious disease by canal boats.
The registration authority sball register every canal boat which conforms to the

conditions of registration provided by the said regulations for the number of persons
allowed by those regulations to dwell therein.

8. Upon the registry of a boat under this Act, the registration authority shall give to
the owner thereof two certificates of registry, identifying the owner and the boat, and
stating the place to which the boat is registered as belonging, and the number, age, and
sex of the persons allowed to dwell in the boat, and such other particulars as may be
provided by regulations under this Act, or may seem fit to the registration authority,

and
the master shall have the care of one of such certificates.
Every canal boat when registered shall be lettered, marked, and numbered in some

conspicuous manner (as directed by the regulations made under this Act), and such
lettering, marking, and numbering shall include the word “registered,” and the name of
the place to which the boat is registered as belonging, and the registered number.
Any boat not lettered, marked, and numberedin conformity with this section, or having

the letter, mark, or: number altered, defaced, or obliterated, shall be deemed, for the
purposes of this Act, to be an unregistered canal boat.

4, Where any sanitary authority within whose district a canal or any part of a canal is
situate is informed by the master of a canal boat or otherwise that a person on a canal
boat is suffering from an infectious disorder, the authority shall cause such steps to be
taken as may by the certificate of their medical otticer of health, or of any other legally
qualitied practitioner, appear requisite for preventing the said disorder from spreading, and
for that purpose may exercise the power of removing a person suffering as aforesaid, and
all other powers in relation to provisions against infection conferred by the Public Health
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Act, 1875, and may also, if need be, detain the boat; but such boat shall not be detained
a longer time than is necessary for cleansing and disinfecting the same.

5. Where any person duly authorised by a registration or sanitary authority, or by a
justice of the peace, has reasonable cause to suppose, either that there is any contravention
of this Act on board a canal boat, or that there is on board a canal boat any person
suffering from an infectious disorder, he may, on producing (if demanded) either a copy
of his authorisation, purporting to be certified by the clerk or a member of the sanitary
authority, or some other sufficient evidence of his being authorised as aforesaid, enter by
day such canal boat and examine the same and every part thereof, in order to ascertain
whether on board such boat there is any contravention of this Act, or a person suffering
from an infectious disorder, and may, if need be, detain the boat for the purpose, but for
no longer time than is necessary.
The master of the boat shall, if required by such person, produce to him the certificate

of registry (if any) of the boat, and permit him to examine and copy the same, and shall
furnish him with such assistance and means as such person may require for the purpose of
his entry and examination of and departure from the boat in pursuance of this section.
A refusal to comply with the requisition of such person under this section shall be

deemed to be an obstruction of such person.
If such person is obstructed in the performance of his duty under this Act in the case

of any boat, the person so obstructing shall be liable to a fine not exceeding forty
shillings.

6. A child in a canal boat registered in pursuance of this Act, and his parent, shall for -

the purposes of the Elementary Education Acts, 1870, 1873, and 1876, be deemed, subject
as herein-after mentioned, to be resident in the place to which the boat is registered as
belonging, and shall be subject accordingly to any byelaw in force under the said Acts in
that place.

Provided that if the parent satisfies the school board or school attendance committee
having authority in that place, that the child is actually attending school, or is under
efficient instruction in accordance with the said Acts, in some other school district, the
said board or committee shall grant him without charge a certificate to that effect, and
thereupon he and his child shall be deemed for the purposes aforesaid to be resident in the
school district in which the child is so attending school, or under efficient instruction, and
shall be subject to any byelaw in force therein.
The said certificate may on application by the parent be rescinded or varied by the

school board or school attendance committee for the place to which the boat is registered
as belonging, and may be rescinded without application by any such board or committee,
if they are satisfied, after due notice to the parent, that his child is not properly attending
school or under efficient instruction in the school district mentioned in the certificate,

7. For the purpose of the registration of canal boats the registration authority shall
be such one or more of the sanitary authorities having districts abutting on a canal.as
may from time to time be prescribed by regulation of the Local Government Board.
A canal boat shall be registered with some registration authority having a district

abutting on the canal on which such boat is accustomed or intended to ply.
With a view of determining the place to which a canal boat belongs, for the purpose of the

Elementary Education Acts, 1870, 1873, and 1876, the registration authority shall register
any canal boat in respect of which an application is made for registration as belonging to
some place which is either a school district or is part of a school district, and is situate
wholly or partly within the jurisdiction of the registration authority with which it is
registered.

8. The expenses incurred in the execution of this Act by a local authority shall be
defrayed as follows:

(1.) When they are incurred by an urban sanitary authority, a rural sanitary authority,
or a port sanitary authority, they shall be defrayed out of the fund or rate out
of which the expenses of such authority, as a sanitary authority under the
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Public Health Act, 1875, are defrayed; provided that when they are incurred
by a rural sanitary authority they shall be deemed to be general expenses; and

(2.) When they are incurred by a vestry or district board in the metropolis they shall
be defrayed as expenses incurred by such vestry or board in the execution of
the Metropolis Management Act, 1855, and the Acts amending the same.

9, An order of the Local Government Board making, revoking, or varying any regulation
in pursuance of this Act shall not come into force until it has lain in a complete form as

settled and approved by the Board fur forty days betore both Houses of Parliament during
the session of Parliament.

The Local Government Board shall take steps for enabling all persons interested in any
regulations made by that Board in pursuance of this Act to obtain copics thereof at such
places in the neighbourhood of canals as the Local Government Board may prescribe, on.

payment of such sum not exceeding sixpence as may be prescribed by that Board.

10. If the master of any canal boat illegally detains the certificate of registry of
such boat, he may, on summary conviction before two justices, be directed by order
of such justices to deliver up such certificate, and shall, in addition thereto, be liable to
a fine not exceeding forty shillings, and the justices may direct any part of such fine to
be paid to the person injured by the detention of such certificate.

11. All fees paid in respect of registration under this Act shall be carried to the fund
or rate out of which the expenses incurred in the execution of this Act by the authority
making such registration are by this Act declared to be payable.
12. Any company or association, corporate or unincorporate, being the owners of

any canal boats, or being the owners, lessees, or undertakers of any canal, may, with the
assent of a special resolution of their members, and notwithstanding any Act of Parlia-
ment, charter, or document regulating the funds of the company or association, appropriate
any portion of their funds to the establishment and maintenance, or establishment or

maintenance, of a school or schools wherein the children of the persons employed in
canal boats may be lodged, maintained, and educated, or educated only; with this
restriction, that the children shall not be maintained gratuitously, but the lodging or
education may be wholly or partially gratuitous,
A “special resolution” shall for the purposes of this Act mean a resolution passed in

manner provided by the fifty-first section of the Companies Act, 1862.

13. Offences under this Act’ may be prosecuted, and fines under this Act may be
recovered on summary conviction befure two justices having jurisdiction, either in the
place to which the boat in respect of which the offence was committed is registered as

belonging, or in the place where the offence is committed, or in the place where the

alleged offender for the time being is, in manner provided by the Act of the eleventh
and twelfth years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter forty-three, intituled
“ An Act to facilitate the performance of the duties of justices of the peace out of
« sessions within England and Wales with respect to summary convictions and orders,”
and the Acts‘amending the same.

14, In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—
The expression “sanitary authority” means an urban sanitary authority, a rural
sanitary authority, or a port sanitary authority; provided that in the case of the

parishes mentioned in Schedule A, and the districts mentioned in Schedule B. to
the Metropolis Management Act, 1855, so far as they are not within the juris-
diction of a port sanitary authority, the véstry of any such parish and the district
board of any such district clected under the Metropolis Management Act, 1855, and
the Acts amending the same, shall be deemed to be sanitary authorities, and where
other sanitary authorities are by this Act empowered to exercise powers conferred

by the Public Health Act, 1875, may exercise similar powers conferred by any Act
of Parliament extending to such parishes or districts :

The expression “parent” includes guardian, and every person who is liable to maintain
or has the actual custody of any child:
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The expressions “urban sanitary authority

” and “rural sanitary authority
” and “ port

38 & 39 Vict. sanitary authority ” have the same meaning as in the Public Health Act, 1875:
c. 55, The expression “canal” includes any river, inland navigation, lake, or water beingwithin the body of a county, whether it is or not within the ebb and flow of the

tide :

The expression “canal boat” means any vessel, however propelled, which is used for
the conveyance of goods alonga canal as above defined, and which is nota ship

17 & 18 Vict, duly registered under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, and the Acts amending
_

& 104. the same:
The expression “owner ” includes a person who, though only the hirer of a canal boat,
appoints the master and other persons working such boat:

The expression “master” in relation to a canal boat means the person having for the
time being command or charge of the boat.

Commencement 15, This Act shall come into operation on the first day of January one thousand eightof
Act. hundred and seventy-eight, which day is in this Act referred to as the commencement

of this Act.
Extent of Act. 16. This Act shall not extend to Scotland or Ireland.
Short title. 17. This Act may be cited as the Canal Boats Act, 1877.

CHAPTER 61.
An Act to apply a sum out of the Consolidated Fund to the service of the

ear ending the thirty-first day of March one thousand eight hundred and
seventy-eight, and to appropriate the Supplies granted in this Session of
Parliament. [14th August 1877.]
Most Gracious Sovereign,

W = Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled, towards making

good the supply which we have cheerfully granted to Your Majesty in this session of
Parliament, have resolved to grant unto Your Majesty the sum herein-after mentioned;
and do therefore most humbly beseech Your Majesty that it may be enacted; and be
it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Grant out of Consolidated Fund.
Issue of 1, The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury for the time being may issue out of
14,938, 6681,

the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and apply
Consolidated towards making good the supply granted to Her Majesty for the service. of the year
Fund. ending on the thirty-first day of March one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight,the sum of fourteen million nine hundred and thirty-eight thousand six hundred and

sixty-eight pounds.
Power for the 2. The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury may borrow from time to time on
jreasury

to the credit of the said sum of fourteen million nine hundred and thirty-eight thousand sixOrrow. . .hundred and sixty-eight pounds, any sum or sums of equal or less amount in the whole,
and shall repay the moneys so borrowed, with interest not exceeding five pounds percentum per annui, out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund at any periodnot later than the next succeeding quarter to that in which the said moneys were
borrowed.
Any moneys so borrowed shall be placed to the credit of the account of Her Majesty's

Exchequer, and shall form part of the said Consolidated Fund, and be -available in any
manner in which such fund is available.


