
No. 300 Seeds 

1976 No. 300 

SEEDS 

Cereal Seeds Regulations (Northern Ire1aiJ.dj 1976 

Made. 

Coming into operation 

5th October 1976 

.26th October 1976 

1479 

The Department(a) of Agriculture. in exercise of the powers vested in it by 
sections 1. as amended by Article 3 of and Schedule 3 to the European Com­
munities (Agriculture) Order (Northern Ireland) 1972(b). 4 and 9 of the Seeds 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1965(c) and of all other powers enabling it in that 
behalf. and after consultation with representatives of ~uch interests as appear 
to it to be concen;led. hereby makes the following regulations:-

Citation and commencement 
1. These regulations may be cited as the Cereal Seeds Regulations (Nor­

thern Ireland) 1976 and shall come into operation on 26th October 1976. 

Revocation 
2. The Cereal Seeds Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1974(d) are hereby 

revoked. 

1 nter pretation 
3.-(1) In these Regulations.-
"The Act" means the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965; 
"Common Catalogue" means the Common Catalogue of varieties of kinds 

of agriculturalf)lants published in the Official Journal of the European 
Communities; . 

"The Department" means the Department of Agriculture; 
"Higher Voluntary Standard'; means the st~ndards so. described in Schedule 

2 in relation to the seeds, being standards 'which the seeds satisfy and 
which in relation to Parts I and II of the said Schedule. they have, on 
official examination, been shown to satisfy; . 

'''mainhiner'' means a person who is indicated in a National List or i~ the 
Common catalogue as responsible for the maintenance of the particular 
cer.eal variety; 

"marketing" includes, as the context shall permit, the offer for sale, 
exposllre for sale, s':lle and possession with a view to sale, of seeds· and 
any transaction in the. course of business:-

(a) under which the property in seeds is transferred from one person 
to another; or 

(b) under which the seeds are m;tde over by one person to another in 
f)ursuance of a contract under which the seeds will be used for 
producing further. seeds. or for producing plants or parts of 
plants for human or animal consumption; 

(a) Formerly Ministry: see 1973 c. 36 Sch. 5 para. 8(1) 
(b) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1972 No. 351 (p. 1740) . 
(c) 1965 c. 22 (N.I.) 
(d) S.R. 1974 No. 148 (I, p. 569) 
>It. 
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"Member Stlte" means a member state of the European Communities; 
"National List" means a list of varieties of killds of cereals published in 

accordance with the Seeds (National Lists of Varieties) Regulations 
1973(e) or any regulations superseding those Regulations; 

"offiCialexamina:tion" as·resp·e·cts seeds harvested in ·the United Kingdom' 
means in .relatjon to Northe.J;'n Ireland an examin!\>tion carried out by or 
on, behalf of the Department, subject to the payment of any fee 
-imposed by reguhtions made under the Act,or:in relation to England 
.ap.d Wales by or on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and 
Food or, in' relation to :Scotland, the .Secretary of .State and as respects 
'seeds harvested 'elsewhere "than in the United :Kingdom, an examination 
approved by the Department; 

"official label" and "official notice" mean respectively a label and a notice 
:prepared by or on behalf of the De:partment; 

"seed~" means seeds to which these Regulations refer by virtue of Regu­
lation 4; 

"small package" means a package of ,pre-basic seeds, basic seeds,.certified 
seeds, certified :seedsof the .first genetation, certified .seeds of ·the second 
generation or a mixture of seeds, containing no more than a. net weight 
of 15 kilograms of seeds. 

(2) In these Regulations, in relation to ;tpecategories.rof 'seeds referred t6 
herein-

"pre-basic seeds" means seeds of a generation earlier than that of basic . 
seeds-

(a) which have been produced by or ·.under ·the responsibility of the 
maintainer, 

(b) which are .intended for the productiQn of pre-basic seeds, .uncer­
tified pre-basic 'seed~, basic 'seedS, certified .seeds, :certlfied seeds 
of the first generation or certified Seeds of the :second :generation, 
and 

.cc) which satisfy the minimum standard. :requirements for basic 
seeds set out in Schedule 2 and which hav.e., on ·an official 

. examination, been :found to satisfy the minimum standard 
requirements .set out in Parts I .and IT of the said. Schedule; 

"uncertified pre-basic seeds" means seeds of a .generationearlier than 
that of basic seeds-

Ca) which have been produced in the United Kingdom by ror under 
. the responsibility of the maintainer., and 
(b) which are intended for the production of .pre-basic .seeds, uncer­

tlfied pre-basic seeds or basic seeds: 
"basic seeds" .means -

Ca) seeds of oats, barley, rye, wheat, hard wheat :and spelt wheat, 
(i) which have been produced by or under the :Fesponsibility of 

the,inaintaiiler,. . . 
(ii) which 'are intended to be used for the production of certified 

seeds, 'certified seeds of the first .generation or certified Seeds 
of the second generation, and 

(e) S.l. 1973/994 (1973 n, p. 3024) 



No. 30G Seeds 1481 

>(iii) which satisfi ';'the tequirements for 'basic seeds set out in 
Schedule 2,ahd,which have on an official examination been 
found to satisfy the .requirements set ,out in Parts I and II of 
the .said Schedule;;' " , 

(b)', seeds of, bpen pollinateci varieties ofniaize. 
(i) which have been produced by or 'under the responsibility of 

~he maintainer, 
(ii) which are int6tid6<;l to be used fOI: the production of certified 

seeds of the' sanieval'iety, top cross,hybrids or inter-varietal 
, hybJilds" ,and, " 

, , (iii) which satisfy 'the' requirements for basic se~q~: set out ip 
Schedule, 2, ,and which have,on ~n official examination been 

"Jound to'sitisfY the requiremeilts s'et 'but in Part~ I and'II of 
'the said Scliedule;' ' " ' 

(c) seeds of inbred Hnes of maize, . 
which satisfy the requirements, for' basic seeds set out in 

'.' Schedule 2 and which have,ou':aIl official examination been 
; , found to satisfy the' requirements set out in Parts I and II of 
, , the said, Schedule; , ' 

(cl) seeds of single 'croSs, hybrids of maize, 
'(i) which' are intended to 'be used for the production of double 

cross hybrids, three way', cross hybrids or top crogs hybrids, 
, 'and 

(ii) which satisfy the requirements for basic seeds set out in 
Schedule 2 and which have oh an' official examination been 

, . ' ,.f<;>un~l to ,satisfy the,requirements set ~out, in Pan;s, I and,H of 
, ' 'the. said Schedule;' ,.,' " 

"certified seeds" means seeds of rye and maize ~ 
(a) which have been produced directly from :basic seeds Or, with the 

approval of the mailltajner; frompre-hasicseeds;':' : 
(b) whiph are ,intended, to .. be used 'mainly, for the pn;>duction of 

plants or parts of plants for human ,0:( animal consumption; 'and 
(c) which satisfy the req:uirements for certified seeds set .out.in 

Schedule 2 and whiCll, l1ave, on aij. ()fficial examination been 
found to ,satisfy the requirements set out in Parts' I and 'n of 
the said Schedule; """, ,:',', ,', 

"certified seeds of the first generation" means 'seeds of oats, barley; wheat, 
hard wheat and spelt wheat ~ ", . , 

:,Ca) which 'have been produced directly,fr,ojn basic seeds or, with the 
,approval of the maintainer, from .pre-basic seeds, , , 

: (b)"which, are .intended either fot the 'production of certified' seeds of 
the second generation or to :f:?eused' mainly for the produCtion of 
plants or parts of plants for human or animaI consumption, and 

(c) "'hich saiis.fy ;the, requirements for certified' seeds of th~ first 
, 'generation, set ,out in, Schedule 2 and which have on an official 

, .. ' ~~amin,atiQn, Qeen' found to' satisfy. the' requirement$·. set out in 
" , Parts.! and. It; .qf ,the said Schedule~. , ' 
, ,'}'certified seeds ,of the>secoij.d :generation',' 'nieill1s' ·seeds: of"oats; barley, 

, 'wheat;hatd wheat ,and·, spelt Wheat.-:-' , "'.' " ': . :". 

48A 
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. _ (q) wijiop. hfl.ve-. ·peen :,prgduced dfJ;ectly: fJ;9~ ,Q.asic seeds, certified 
. ::': s~~ds.·Qf the.first.generation pr, with the ~pproval of the main­
. ·tainer, from pr~-:basic-seeds, 
(b) which are intended to be 'used mainly for the production of 

plants:9t-parts Qf plants for:.,humaD, or animal:consumption, and 
. (c) which ~atisfy ·the reqJ}irements tor certi.fiedseeds of the' second 

. generation set out in Schedule .2 and .which 'have on an official' 
'. .. examination been found to satisfy the requir~l"D,ents set out in 

.' Parts I and H.of the- said' Schedule. . .: 

(4) In these Regulations, in relation to the varieties; inbred lines and 
-hybrids of maize - .' '. '.~ .'. . 
.. '. "op~~ ·P911{riat~·ci v~riety" :ni~~n~·~.suffiCiently. uniform and stable variety; 

"inbred line" means a suffiCiently uniform and 'stable line, obtained either 
·by artificial self-fertilisation together with selection over several succes­
s.iye ge1.1erations or byequival~nt operations; 

. "single cross .hYl:>rid'~ means the first generation of· a cross between two 
inbred ~ines, defined by ·the inaintainer;. . 

"double cross hybrid" means the first generation .of a cross between two 
simple hybrids, definyd by the maintailler; 

"three way cross hyoridJ
' means ,the first generation of a cross .between an 

.: .. inbred line and a 'single~cross"hybrid, defined by the maintainer; 
"top cross hybrid" means the first generation of a cross' between either an 

. inbred line 01'- ~ single cross'. hy~~id. and an ':open poliinated variety, 
defined by the maintainer;'" ..' . . . 

"ititei-varletalhybrid'" means the first g~n~~~ti9n of a crQss between plants 
grown from basic seeds of two open pollinated varieties, defined by the 
maintainer. '. "... ,.,: . 

Seeds to which the Regulations apply .. '.' . 
". 4.-(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) arjd (3);'th.e·se Regulati6nsapply to cereal 
seeds of the kinds set out "in Schedule' 1 :being seeds "intended t6 be used only 
for '~he production :?f agricultural.crop~: .. " .' .. " . 

- .,' . -,.,':': 

(2) Tltese. Re~l~tion~ .shall ~'ot 'apply, ~to ~ ~" ..... " "'~ . 
(a) seeds which are marketed for delivery els~where' tha~., in a Member 
. State,.· ": '.' ': . " 

(b) seeds' used or to be used for research orexp~rim~nt, 
.. ' (cY'seeds:used or; to be lised'"in the course of-a process. of .Selection. and 

(d) seeds wbichare marketed with a view:tb processii.lg~ treatment ·or 
. -cleaning; provided' that the" identity of the seeds is stated by the person 
. ~y whom they are marketed.' .. :: " . 

. (3)" WJI~re .~·~per:s:~~ ~ake~ ar~a:ng~me.nt~· u~4.eJ; .whtch··s.om~ otJIer person 
u.ses. ,seeds under. the cont~ol. of the fir_st-men~iQned 'pep:lQD, '{pr the' purpose of 
in,creasi1.1g the firs~-mentio,ned.·.p'er~on'.sst9.ck, of~:se~.ds fpr sowil.lg'.or of carrying 
out tests or trials and under wJIich the whqle <>f the mat~riaI. pr6duced, directly 
or indirectly, from the seeds," ana' any unused seeds, . become or remain the 
property of the 'fits'HIientionedperson th.ese ;Regulati6tis~ $ha'il' n9t 'apQly:to' the 
marketing of the seeds by the first-mentioned 'person- to the other 'perSon as 
part of the arrangements or to the marketing by that other person to the first­
mentioned person of seeds produced, directly or indirectly, from those seeds. 

}- '.' '\ 
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Marketing ·of Seeds 
5.-(1)~ubject to the provisions of·tl;1.is regulation 00 ~p'erson shall market 

any seeds unlt<ss they are seeds of plant. v;lrieties which may' be. marketed in 
accordance with Regulation 31 of the Seeds (National Lists of Varieties) 
Regulations 1973 or any Regulations superseding those Regulations and 
unless they are - . . . 

(a) pre~basic seeds, uncertifie4pre-basic seeds. basic seeds, c.ertified seeds, 
certified seeds of the first generation or.:certified seeds of the second 
generation,. . . .. 

(b) seeds .whiCh have been produced: . packaged . and officiaUy ·s.eal.eel in a 
Member State other than the Unitt<Q' Kingdom- anq labell~d appro­
priately in accordanc~ with the requirements ·of regulation .9(1:), (2); (3}, 
(5), (8) and (10), 

(c) seeds which have been produced elsewhere than in a Membei: State and 
which are marketed in accordance with and subjeot. to the conditions 
imposed by a general licence granted by the Department under the 
authority' of this paragrapl).. . . '. 

(2) Paragraph (1) of this regulation shall not prevent the marketing of:­
(a) a mixture of kinds or varieties of seeds to which these Regulations 

apply, or . 
(b) kinds or varieties of cereal seeds included in mixtures of seeds per-

. mitted by the Fodder Plant Seeds Regulations (Northern' Ireland) 
1974(£) or any regulations superseding those Regulations: provided that 
each of the constituents to which these Regulations apply consists of 
seeds .marketed in accordance with paragraph' (1). 

(3) The Department may, bya geoerallicence taking effeot during a period 
specified in the licence and subject to any conditions 'imposed ·by. the licence, 

(a) authorise any person to market as pre~basic seeds, basic seeds; certified 
seeds, centified seeds of the first generation or certified seeds of· the 
second generation, seeds which 'fail in some respect to satisfy the'require­
ments for s.uch seeds set out in Schedule 2. '. 

-Cb) modify in relation to those seeds the labelling requirements set out in 
ScheduleS. or . ., 

(c) authorise any person to market seeds which. notwithstandh-ig: the 
requirements of The Seeds (National Lists' of Varieties) "Re'gtilations 
1973 or .any regulations superseding those Regulations are of a yariety 

. n()t entered in a .National List .or ill t~~. Comm,qn Cata1~gl.Je •. 
provided that in all other respects, unless expressly otherwise provided. the 
provisions of these Regulations shall apply in relation to t.he marketing of the 
seeds. . . .... .' 

(4) Any person 'may manket in relation toa sale or proposed sale to a 
person'engaged hi the business of trading in seeds other than by way of retail 
sale seeds which have been imported from' a country other tlian a Member 
State notwithStanding that such marketing would otherwise be prohibited by 
paragraph . (l)(c). . '. .'. '.' 

(f) S.R. 1974 No. 147 (1, p. 538) 
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(5) Notwithstanding the requirement in Part II of Schedtde 2 that. basic 
seeds shall attain the minimum standards of germination specified in the said 
Schedule any person.may, subject to the requirements of regulation 9(2)(b) 
and (6); market as pre-ba.sic. seeds or basic seeds, seeds which in other 
respects satisfy the ,requirements for basic. seeds set out in the' said Sc4edule 
but which attain a 1bwer percentage of germination than that specified.in the 
said Schedule in relation to seeds of that kind. ' . 

. (6) In a ca~e'wherethe'official eXa1llination in respeot of the germination 
of a proposed consignment of seeds has not been completed; but a preliminary 
test of germination has shown that the seeds attain the appropriate lTIinimum 
standard of germination specified in Schedule 2 and the seeds in other respects 
satisfy the appropriate: requirements of the said Schedule, the' seeds may, 
subject to the requirements of regulations 9(6) and 10, be sold. hi the .event of 
any such sale the seller of the. seeds shall, upon or before delivering 'them to 
the purchaser, provide him with the result of the preliminary test of germina" 
tion together with a statement that the seeds are marketed before the com­
pletion of the ofIi,ciaIgrermination test, and shall provide him with the result 
of the completed official germination test as soon as .. practicable, and in any 
case not later than seven days after being informed of the result. 

(7) Paragraphs' (5) and (6) shail not' apply to ~eeds whiCh have been 
imported from a country other than a' Member State unless .they were pro­
duced directly from pre-basic Seeds, basic seeds or certified seeds of the first 
gelleration certified in a Member State. 

(8) Seed imported into Northern Ireland may only oe marketed in Nor­
them Ireland if accompanied by an' official certificate stating"- . 

(a) that the seed is the produce bf a crop found to be free of plants of 
Avena fatua, : Avena sterilis or Avena lud6viciana. at the time of an 
official inspection and that in addition a 1 kg sample of .seed drawn 
according to the provisions of Schedule' 3 Part I has been found free of 
seeds of Avena fatua; Avenasterilisor Avena ludoviciana at the time 
of an otliclal examination, 'or : ' 

(b) that a 3 kg sample of the 'seed drawn according to the provisions of 
Schedule 3 Part I has been found tree of s'eeds of Avena fatua,Avena 
sterilis or Avena ludoviCiana at .an officialexamin1;ltion. 

(9) Persons who. deal in' seed shall in the case of cereal seed: imported or 
removed into Northern Itel~nd supply the Department within 3' days, of such 
importation or, ,removal: with information as to the quantity, nature and 
19cation 6f such cereal seed .. 

Sampling 
6.-:(1) A s~qnple qf seeds taken for t!;le pUqJoses of an ,official exa:mil1at~OJ.~ 

or; subject to paragraph (3) for the ,eI).:forcemynt. of these Regulation.s ~hall be 
taken in accordance with the prbcedure set out in Part I of Schedule 3.'; 

(2) A sample of ·seeds taken for the enforcement 'of these Regulations 
shall be divided into' three' parts of which one part shall be delivered or sent 
to. the 'owner of the seeds or his representative, one part shall be delivered or 
sent to the Chief Officer of an 'Official Seed Testing Station 'and the remaining 
Part shaH be retained ·and.be:available for production'to a'court'in accordance 
with sectiPl.'l 9(7) of the Act: provided that where it appears·'td' ·t1ieperson 
taking the sample that the. seeds from which the sample has been taken were 
purchased for uSe and not for resale, the first part of the sample shall be 
delivered o~ sent t~ the last seller of tbe seeds qr to his represeIitative in place 
of the owner of the seeds or his representative. ", ' .. , 



No.-300 Seeds.~· 1485 

(3) The weight of a sample taken for the enforcement" of these Rt<gulations 
shall be -such as to ensure that each of the parts into which it is divided is of 
not less than the minimum .weight indicated in-Part 1I of Schedule 3 and the 
sample shall be divided accordingly. . . 

Certificates of taking and testing of a sample 
7.~1) A certificate in'the form set out in 'Part I of Schedule 4 of the 

taking of a sample of seeds. is hereby prescribed.for the purpose of section 
9(3) of the Act. _ . 

(2) A certificate in the form set out in Part II of Schedllle .4 of the result of 
a test of a' sample of seeds taken for the enforcement of these Regulations is 
hereby prescribed for the purpos~ of section 7(3). of .th~ Ac~. 

Sealing. af packages . 
8.~(1) No person shall market in accordance with Regulation' 5(1)(a) a 

. package other than a paokag~ of uncertified pre-basic -seeds or a small package 
of seeds. of basic seeds. certified seeds. certified seeds of the first geneni.tion; 
certified seeds of the llec9nd generation or a mixture of seeds unless it has been, 
not later than at the time of sampling, sealed 1;>ya pe.rson .authorised by the 
Department in that behalf with a sealing device (which may be an adhesive 
label) in such a manner that when the package is opt<ned the sealing device will 
be broken and cannot be re-used. 

(2) If a package of seeds Which has 1;leen sealed .in· accordance with para­
gnl.ph (Iror imported in accordan.ce with regulatiQns 5(1)(b) or 5(1)(c), shall 
have been opened it may not be re-sealed or fu~ther re-Ilealed except by a 
person authorised by the De.partment in this behalf. 

(3) No person shall market a Package of uncertified ]:ire-basic seed~ or a 
small package of seeds in accordance with regulation 5(1)(a) unless it his been 
sealed with a. s~aling _device approYed by the Depart~e!1t Hi su~h a manner that . 
when the- package is 'opened the sealing is 1;:>roken and cajJ11<;it be re-used~-' 

". ". 

Labelling of packages . 
9.-(l) Subject to paragraph . (9) no person shall market ~lllY seeds in 

accordance with regulation 5(1)(a) except. in a package which is. labelled, 
inscribed or othenyise dealt with in accordance with thi~' regulation. . 

(2)(a) A package of pre-basic seeds, or a package (other than a small 
package) of basic seeds:. certified seeds, certified seeds of the firs't generation, 
certified seeds of the second generation or a mixture of seeds shalrhave' affixed 
on the outside art official label containing; as appropriate to the .seeds, parti­
culars of the matters speci.fied. and being of the size and colour also specified 
in Part I of Schedule 5 whieh shall be either an adhesive label ora label 
secured to the package by -an alternative sealing devic~ and shall be 'afIjxed in 
either case by a person authorised by the Department in that behalf. 

(b) If in accordance with regulation 5(5) a person .shall market baslc seeds 
of. a lower percentage of germination ,than that specifie~ in . Schedule 2 the fact 
shall be stated on the official label. ',' 

(c) A person who markets a package. qther thlj.n:~· sm.aU:·plclmge. cont!l:in­
ing a mixture-·of seeds.shall. with the seeds ,o,r not later. than 14 days after the 
sale· or d~Iivery~whichever .is the . later) .of the seeds' g~ve tOJhe purchaser a 
statement in writing, on a label attached to the packa~, on the package itself 
or on an invoice or other document associated with the seeds, containing 
particulars of the further matters relating to the seeds to whiphthese Regul­
ations apply, Ilpecified in Part I of Schedule 5. 

".:' 
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(3) A package, other than a small package, of pre-basic. seeds, basic seeds, 
certified seeds, c¥rtified seeds of the first generation, certified seeds of the 
second generation, or a mixture. of seeds shall contain an official notice which 
shall be of the same colour as the official hvbel and shall contain particulars of 
the matters specified in the items numbered, in the case of basic seeds, certified 
seeds, certified seeds of the .first generation, or certified seeds of the second 
generation, 3, 4 and 5 in Part I of Schedule 5 or, in the case of a mixture of 
seeds, the items. numbered 1 and 3 in ;part IU of 'Schedule 5 : :provided tha:t if' 
such particulars are printed indelitbly on the outside' of the package or if the 
official label is an adhesive label the officia:l notice referred to in this paragraph 
shall not be required. . .. 

(4) A package of uncertified pre-lbasic seeds shall have' affixed on the out­
side a label containing, as appropria:te to the seeds, particulars of the matters 
specified and being of the colour also specified in Part II of Schedule 5: pro-' 
vided tha:t if such particulars are printed indelibly on the outside of the 
package, the said label shall not ibe required. 

(5)(a) A small paokage of seeds shall have affixed on the outside a label 
containing, as appropriate to the seeds, particulars .. of the ma:tters specified and. 
being of the colour also speCified in Part III of Schedule 5: provided that if 
such particulars are printed indelibly on the outside of the package, the said 
label shall not be required. . 

. (b) A person Who markets a small package containing a mixture of seeds 
shall, with the seeds or not later than 14 days after the sale or delivery (which­
ever is the later) of the seeds, give to the purchaser a statement in writing, ona 
label attached to ,the package, on the package itself or on an invoice or other 
document ass~ciated with· the. seeds, containing particula.rs of the matters 
relating to the seeds specified in Part ID of Sch~dule 5. . 

(6) If a pei;sou shall'market seeds in accordance with regulations 5(5) or. 
5(6) a supplier's label affiXed to the outside of the package shall, where the 
seeds are marketed in accordance wi<th regulation 5(5), contain a statement of 
the germination of·.the seeds. and, where the seeds are marketed in·accordance 
with regulation 5(6),. contain a statement of the germination of, the' seeds as 
asceJ.1tained on the preliminary test of germination, together in -either case with 
tb,e name and address.·.of the seller and the reference number of thellot. '. 

. . " . 
(7) If a package of seeds shall, have been re-sealed .in accordance with 

regulation 8(2) the fact shall be stated, together with the date of the re-sealing: 
and the name of the authority responsible for it, on the official lrubel.' 

, . 

(8) If any seeds have been subjeoted to any chemical treatment the fact that, 
they have been so .subjected and the nature of the treatment or the proprietary. 
name of the ch~mical ~mployed shall be stated either-

(a) on the. lalbel referred to in paragraphs (2), (4) or (5) of this regulation or, 
where such a laibeUs not required, with the particulars otherwise given 
in accordance with those paragraphs, or 

(b) on a'separate'supplier's label, 
and. al§o; except ~here the label referred to in paragraphs (2), (4) or (5) is not 
required or where 'the information prescribed by this paragraph is given 01;1 an 
adhesive label, either ·on the outside of the package or in a satement enclosed 
in the package. 



No~,·'300" 1487: 

(9). A, person 'may' sell any seeds otherWise than: in a p9.9kagew hich is 
labelled, inscribedor.'otheiwise dealt ,with in: accordance, With the' regulation, 
provided that they-are sold by way of.'refuil sale, in a 'quantity not exceeding 5, 
kilograms, and are taken in, the, presence of -the purchaser-from' a ,container on . 
0J;, i~ the proximity of which there is clearly and visibly, marked or. displayed a 
statenient containing the' particulars of' the ,matters specified'in Part' IV' of 
Schedule 5. ' ".,. , " 

, (10) The partiCulars and information given 'in accordil.1l'ce with this regula­
tion shall be giveri in 'Que' qf the official Janguages of'the European Economic'" 
Community." , . "" 

.' (11), Subject ,to the provisions of the Act and of ·th~se Regulations no 
person shall, in the course of tb,e marketing or the preparation for the market: 
ing of any seeds by himself or by any other person, wilfully reprodu,ce, reinove, 
1t'lter, deface, conceal or misuse in anY way any label:or noti~e affixed to, con­
tained in or marked on any package of seeds or to' be so affixed, contained or ' 
marked. " 

Records ()f transactions , , 
, '10., A pt,lrson who sells any pre-basic seeds, ba~ics~ds 0':' certified se~ds in: 

accord~nce with regulation 5(6) shall make and, during a, pedod of twelve' 
months following th6<;!elivery of the seeds, keep available for inspection by an 
officer duly authorised by th~ Department a reco,rd of thed~te of s,uch delivery,' 
the reference number of the lot of seeds delivered, th~ l1~me aJ.1,d ~ddress of the 
purchaser 'and the date ,on 'wh~ch he was provided with tlw result ofthe com-
pleted official germination test." ' ' 

Hlghe~ Voluntar.,y. Standard , 
11. Where in the 'course' of the marketing 'of any seeds ,it is ,stated or 

indicated in any label or notice affixed to, contained in 'or 'marked on any 
package of s¥ds,. Of' ~n ~ny':,document accompanying the seeds that th~ :St;;~ds 

'attain th,elIighef,,"\Zoluntary Standard the person marketing the seeds shall be 
deemed tostate;fo't' the purposes of the enforcement of these Regulations and 
in relation to the particulars given to a purchaser, that the seeds attain the 
Higher Voluntary Standards applicable to the seeds. 

Civil liabilities of sellers of seeds 
12.-(1) The particulars given to a purchaser by the seller of pre~basic 

seeds, basic seeds, certified seeds, certified seeds of the first generation or 
certified seeds of the second generation to which these Regulations apply, 
whether given in pursuance of these Regulations expressly or by implication 
arising ,from the description ~nder which the seeds are sold, shall constitute a 
.statutory warranty for the purpose of section 4 of th~ Act in so far as they 
relate to the percentage of germination of the seeds, the percentage of analytical 
purity of the seeds, the content of seeds of other plant species and the varietal 
purity of the seeds or, in the case of a mixture of seeds, of each of its con­
stituents to which these Regulations apply. 

(2) Section 4(2) of the Act shall apply to any :particulars given to a pur­
chaser by the seller of seeds, being particulars given Qr implied as in paragraph 
(1) of this regulation, in ,so far as they relate to the percentage of germination, 
the percentage of analytical purity, or of the, content of seeds of other plant 
species and there are hereby 'Prescribed in respect of such matters the limits of 
variation s~tout in Schedqle6. 
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" . 
(3) . Section 4(3) of the .Ayt shall a,pply to any par.ti,cul.ar~giveJ,l to a. pur­

ohaser by the ·sell~r of seeds, beingpartioulars give!). or i:r:p.plied ~s in paragraph 
(1) of tb~s .regulation, in so fat as they relate to thepercent!).ges.of ger:rnin~tion,. 
of ~nalyp.cal purity or.qf the content of. See(;J.s of other plant sPeCies. ' 

(4) A purchaser \yha' intends .tq obtain ~ test ,ofst?ed~' for'the purpose.~ of 
section 4(3}of the Act 'shall, not more than ten days after-the delivery to him of 
the seeds or of the particulars pr(,:scribed in regulation 9(2)(c) or (5Xb}(which-­
ever is the later), give t~ the, ~ell.er writteI?- 'noticf? of his in,tention and thereupon 
the s~ller m,.ay indi.cate :a day (not Ibeing mor~ tha~· 2:~ c:lays~fter, the delivery qf 
the seeds or of the said particUlars, whichever is the later, to the pur?haseJ,") 
and a reasonrubl~ time on that day at which a sample of the seeds may ibetaken 
in the presence of himself Or 'his' tepresentative and the purchase:r shaU afford 
to the seller reasonable ,facilities for that purpose. " . 

(5) ',on the day ,and at the time appoInted by the seller in accordan6e with, 
paragraph (4) or,ifthe seHer shal14av~ failec:l,toappoint such~"day and time, 
on a day not more than 28 days after delivery of the seeds or of the said 
particulars, whichever is the lat(':I', to the purcha·ser, the purchaser may, and if 
the seller or his representative is present shall, :take a s~).TIple of tve ,'seeg.$, 
such sample being taken inac,cordance with the procedure set out in Part I of 
Schedule 3, and -shall divide thesawple 'so taken into two pal'1:~,.e:achbeing' of 
at least the apprqpriate rriiI).irrium weight specified,. in Part H of Schedule 3, of 
which one part sh~ll be sent to the Chief Officer of an Official Se«d Testing .. 
Station for the',putpose of ibeing tested and tve other pal't delivered ortendeted 
to the s~ller or his representative or, if he at his tepresentative was not :present 
wb,en the sample was faken, sent' tohiIh by post:,. . . ,'..,' ~ 

Sealed with tli~ Official Seal, of the Departm~ht of Agri~ultUJ;e. on 5th 
October 1976. '. . . . . . . ," . . " 

(r,..s.) .. D . .]; Ale:x(lnder,' 
Assilitant -secretary 

.... , ,: 
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Regulation 4(1) 

SCHEDULE·}.:. 

: ,Kinds of seeds. to which: :the regulations. apply 

A vena Sativa L. 

Hordeum distichum L. 

Oa,ts 

Barley 

Hordeum: poiystichum' L. . ,.:,.: '(. .:. Barley·· 

Secale cereale L. Rye 

Triticum· aestivum L. 

Triticum durum Des! .. 
Triticumspelta . L. 

Zea mays L., except for Zea 
mays convar~ microsperma Koern 
and Zea mays con~ar, sacchuraia, 
Koern .' . , 

. ~ . 

Wheat 

Hard wheat 

SPelt wheat" 

··M'aize,· except for 
Popcorn and Sweet corn. 

: .. 
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Regulations 3(1) and (2), 5(3), (5) and (6) 

SCHEDULE' 2 
. an9 9(2) 

aequireJDe~ts for i,Jasic seedS, :·certified seeds,certifie~lseeds of', the first gene .. ation 
and certified seeds ·of tb,e secoD,d generation 

PARr I .~ .. 

Conditions relating tf,) the ~rpp froI:D which \ ~e se~tJs'.~~o"Wn~ 

Varietal Characteristics .... , .. , ':.'" "": 
1. So far as it ~an be ascertained at crop inspection, ,.supplemented,where" 

appropriate by examination of !l pl()t sown 'by th~ Depar:tme~t w.itha sample fI:Q1Il 
the seed lot sown in 1b,efield, the plants .shall conform to'llie"chilracteristics"of 
the variety established rwhen.,the var~ety W:;iS included in the N~tional List or 
Common Catalogue., ",,,' , 

Crop inspections 
,2. There shall 'be ~peast one officif.ll inSPection", o{the"~rop., : 

Crop condltiorf:::r,"':' ~:;:,:i ,:,'::: ,.,,,: .. 1 ":,;,,' 

3(a) The cultural condition of' the field, the stage of development and the 
condition of the crop shall be such as to permit a sufficient check of identity, 
varietal purity and state 'of health. Crops entered for the Higher Voluntary Stan­
dard must not be more than one tl;tird laid! at the time of inspection. 

Cb) The crop shall be of a satisfactory state of health insofar as seed-borne 
diseases and organisms of the ,seeds,' particularly smuts (Ustilagineae), are 
concerned 

Previous cropping 
4. The crop may be ,grown only on land which has not previously ,been cropped 

ill! aI manner that might adversely affect ,the nature or quality of the seeds tq be 
produced and which complies with the Department's requirements in that respect, 

Isolation distances 
5. There shall be a physical harrier or at least 2 metres of fallow or non" 

cereal crops ·between ·the crop and another cereal crop. ' 

For rye the minimum distance from neighb6uriIlg crops of other varieties or 
cropS!' of the same variety with a lower standard of va):ietal !purity shall be: 

(a) basic seeds 300 metres 
(b) certified seeds 250 metres 

With the approval of the Department these distances need not be observed jf 
there is adeq\iate protection against any undesirable poIlinati()n. 



6. Crop inspection standards 

Varietal purity excluding 
Crqps to produce Level rye and' maize percentage 

by nuinber 

tHigher 
.voluntary 99.95 

BaSic seed standard 

Minimum 
standard 99.9 

,0 tHigher 
voluntary 99.9 

Certified, setxl 
standard . 

1St generation 
Minimum 
standard, 99.7 

" 

tHigher 
voluntary .. 
standard 99.7 

Certifieds~ 
2nd generati~n 

Minimum 99;0 
standard 

" ; 
- --

t Higher. Volun~' standards apply only to oats, barley and wheat. _ 
• Wild oats-Ave~ fatua, Avena steriIis, Avena [udovician~ 

, ,-Species purity excluding 
"rye and maize- percentage _ 

by number , 

99.99 
'-

'.- -
- -

No standafd 
-,' 

99.99 0 

.... 

N Ci standard 
' -

.. 

-, 

99.99 ' 

" 

Nostap,dard 
" . 

" -" 

Wild oqts't- --
maximum nutn,be'r pe{ 

hectar~ 
, '-

,-

, 
Nil 

' ' . 

Nil ' ' 

',' 

'-
, 

.00 Nil 

N'il 

' .. 

','_ NU 
--

.. , 
-. 

- , - Nil 
-, 

, --

!<: p-

~ 

-~ 

'"" "' ~ 
~: 

-~-
\0-....-
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Special- conditions for maize 
7.(a) Fprhy;brid varieties the :plants shall conform to the know.n oharacteristics 

of the parental lines 
(b) .~During the flowering period there shall ,be at least the following number 

of offiCial inspections: . . 
(i) open .pollinated varieties 1 
(ii) for the. production of certified seeds of hybrId varieties 3 

(iii) for the production of basic seed~ of singie cross hybrids 4 
(iv) inbred lines. 4 

(9) The clIltural conditiQn of the: field must permit a sufficient .check of the 
identity; and the purity of the inbred lip.es 'and cif lthe emasculation .of plants for 
the production of seeds .of hybrid varieties. 

Unless there IS adequate protection aga:inst upde'srrable foreign 'poIiination there' 
should. be a distance of at least 200 metres from neighbouring crops of-other 
varieties or inbred lines or from crops of the same variety or inbred line with a 
lower standard of varietal purity;. 
. (4)(i) The. percentage by number: of recognisable off-ty;pes shall. not exceed; 
for the production qf ',:' .' 

basic seeds . 0.1 
certified seeds cif' hybrid varieties .. 0;2 
certified seeds of open pollin~ted JYarieties 0.5 
(ii) With regard. to the emasculation. of plants for the production of cer.tified 

seeds of hybrid. varieties, the observed percentage of plants ,of the female parent 
ascertained :to have emitted !pollen shall ,not exceed 1 at anyone ,official .field 
inspection . and shall :not exceed 2 in all the official ·field inspections carried out; 

(iii) In the .production .of certified seeds .of hybrid varieties, all the .parent 
plants shall flower sufficiently simultaneously . 

.. : 
~, ,,~, 

·0' 
h:! 

::~, 

) ... ' 

:", 

-:-),. '. 
" .. 

.~ 
', . 

. ' 
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PART II 

1493 

Conditions, ~e!atin~ to the seeds 

1. The seeds. are to possess the identity 'and varietal. purity specified in Part I. 
This condition shall be applicable '~y. analo~~ ,to inbred ,~~?~s, 6f maize. 

2 .. The seeds .shall be. of a satisfactory sta,t~, of health insofar as seed-borne 
diseases and or·ganismsaffecting the lSeeds::are GQncerned.: :; 

3:;~TJie seed~ excluding where approppil-t~ gran~i'it~&, pestiCides or' oth.er: solid 
additives, shall have been shown on: 'an 'Official examination ·to'.~omply with the 
following stan.dar~; : ... :, " . ' 

(a) Oats, batley, 'wheat,hard wheat and spelt wheat 
: . - t .... . ' " 

Mininul-';;" 
Standard 

Germinati~n{% by number) : All'categories 85. 

~ . 
High~r v;lunta;y 

Standard: ' 
85 ." .. ,;.; 

Analytical Purity (% by weight) ~asic seeds, ." .99·" , . 99 
, All other 

Sample pur,ity standards 
.categories 98 :. 99 

Minimum Standard-Maximum number. of other seeds :or structures in, 509': ~ 
sample':· 

Category 

Basic seeds 

Certified 
seeds of 
the first 
generation 
andcerti­
fied seeds 
of the 
(~econd 
generation 

t •.. 

: SEEDS OF PTIIER PLANT S;I>ECIES !' 

I--~-.------r-------;-----+----I " .' '" 

AIl other 
species 

4 

10 

Other ", 
cUltivated 
cereal 
speCies 

'All' 
speCies 
other than 
cilltivated 
:cereals 

3 

7 

i '" 
; Rap!zanus 

, : raphanis- ., 
trum 

,(wild 
Leliurn .' radish) . 
temulen- and 
turn:, , ' ' AgrQs" .. 
(dafnel) temma'" 

o 

githago 
(corn 
cockle) 

3 

...... 

Ergot 
(pieces). 

1 

3 

.. .. ' 
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Higher Voluntary Standard-Maximum number of other seeds or structures in 
1 kg sample. 

.. . . . . ' ... SEEDS OF OTHER 'PLANT SPECIES ~ .: . .. 
, 

'. .. . . . . .' : 
Raphanus--- .- --

All 
.. . raphan-

Other species Lolium istrum 
CategorY . All other cultivated _ other than temul- and Ergot 

species cereal -cultivated entum Agros- (pieces) 
species Cereals temma 

... .. githago' 

. -
Basic .. 
seeds 1 O .. 1 0 . 0 .. 0 

Certified 
seeds of .. .. 

. -
the first 
'geriera,tion 2 . - ' . 1 1" "0 1 1 ,:' 

Certified 
seeds of 
the second < .". 

.. .' 

generation 4 
" 

., 3 2 0 1 1 

(b) Rye 
Germination (%.:.Qy number) ~'~sic seeds:. 85 

Certified s~ds .75 

Aricilyticdl Purity (% by weight) Basic and' c~riified 
seeds 98 



No., .$OQ 

~ample Purity standards 
Maximum Number of. Seeds in 500 g . s~mple 

• ',., ••• " : '. ::. • ~', :-;: ".., ,-,"': "\: .. ' ,"M 

',: .. :::.'.: '.:: ~ .~ ',: ',;: .. :: - " I " SEEDS OF OtHER PLANT "SPECIES 

r'~ .~ 

.4f.yena 
/dtua, 

149.5 

- H' .. ' .. ~ '-.' Other 
AIf ofuet cultivated 

Category '. species~;6~~s .;:: 

. :Avena . . Raphanus 
AIl.,stei'iiis raphanis- . 

Basic 
seeds 

Certified 
seeds 

(c) MaiZe 

" :,' 

. : "4. 

10 

Germination (% by number) 

1 

7 

Analytical Purity (% by weight) 

Sample Purity Standards 

species or avena. .. . trl,lm and _ Ergo~ . 
.. 9tp,~r tMq .zudovic~· .. Agros~' .cpieces). '" " 
. cultivate-d' 'iima or temma . - .... 
cereals '.' Lqliilln githago 

. temul-
entum 

","; .... 

3::: .-, 0 

7 o 

All categori~ 

All categories 

90 

98 

Maximum content 
of seeds ·of other 
plant flpecies 
(number of seeds in 
250 g) 
(~Il categories) NIL 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4. Special con!iitions for the minil1lUm standard only: 
(i) concerning the niaxim~content of seed of the species Lolium temul:. 

entum .. The presence of the seed of :this species in a 500 g sample ~haIl not 
be considered an impwity if a second sample of 500 g is free. ' 

(ii) Concerning the maximum content of seeds of other cereal species other 
than seed ·of the species Avena fatua, Avena sterilis or Avena ludoviciana 
where the maxjmum content, is fixed. at one seed, a second seed shall not 
be'regarded as an impurity, if it second sample of 500·g is free. 

Special wild oat purity standards 
5 .. All categories of seed of oats, barley, wheat,hard wlleat ancl spelt wheat 

shall be found· to ,be .free. of seeds of Avena fatua, Avena sterilis or Avena 
ludoviciana in la 3000 g sample. 
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Moisture content 

All categories 

Se-eds No. 300 

PART ill 

Moisture content and loose smut standards 

Minimum 
standard 

(percentage by weight) 
18 m~ximum 

Minimum 

Higher voluntary 
standard 

18 maximuln 

Loose smut . standard 
Higher vOluhtary 

"'l, ~', stant/.ar4. 

BarJ~j'; \yheai; hard ·Wheat~· .. 
spelt" wheat _ ._ (percentage: by nun1h~if 
Basic seeds 

Certified seeds 
1st" generation 

Certified seeds 
2nd generation 

" , •• \10 
.. , 

not more ·i1i~ii· 
0.5 .infection-

not more than 
0.5 .. infection 

no standard 

'~. ~. . : .:" : 

.. , ...... , 

,", ,,-

not more than 
.0.1 infection 

not more ~han 0.2 
.. infection 

no standard 

..•. ::,.,. 

. .~. . .. " . 
, ".,," 
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Regula,tions(J(l) ,and (3)and 12(5) 

SCHEDULE :3 

Procedure for the taking of samples 

1. Prior to sampling a seed lot shall ,be well mIxed so as io be as 'uniform 
among its parts as is practicable. ' 

2. Wben the seed lot is in sacks or other similar sized ~ontainers, the number 
of containers to be sampled shall be in accordance 'with the following tables:-

Number oJ ,containe;'s in the lot .Minimum number of containers to be sampled 
1~ 5 (inclusive) Each container, portions being taken 

6-14 
15-3.0" 
31--,--49 " 
50 or more 

from at least ,five positions 
Not less than 5 containers 
At least 1 container in 3 . 
Not less than 10 containers 
At least 1 container in 5 

When there are more than five containers in the lot the containers to be 
sampled must be selected at random. 

3. For sampling .seed lots in ,containers .weighing less than 50 kg a 100'kg 
weight of seed is taken as the basic unit. Containers shall bel combined to form 
sampling units weighing a maximum of 10.0 kg (e.g. 5 containers each of 20 kg 
form one unit). For sampling purposes each unit shall be regarded as one container 
and the sampling intensity prescribed above shall be' used. ' 

4, The samples :shall be taken.in the following manner: 
(a) The, sacks or containers shall be sampled at random and samples taken 

from the top, middle or bottom, but not necessarily'from more than one position, 
of 'each selected sack or container. The position from which the seed is taken 
shall be varied from container to container and seed shall be taken from different 
horizontal positions. Wherever practicable, seed in sacks shall be sampled with a 
metal spear, trier or probe with a solid pqint which shall be of sufficient length 
to reach beyond the middle of the sack when il,1serted from the side and shall 
have an oval aperture so placed that the instrument removes portions ,of seed 
of equal volume from each part of the sack through which it travels. The instru­
ment shall be inserted into the sack in an upward direction at an angle of approxi­
mately 30° to tbe horizontal, with its aperture downwards until the aperture 
reaches the centre of the sack. It shall then be 'Totated so as to bring the aperture, 
uppermost and with<irawn at once ata ,decreasing 'spee~ 'so that the quantity cif· 
seeds obtained from 'successive locations :increases progressively from th.e centre 
to the side of the sack. ' 

Alternatively, a longer instrument may be inserted until the aperture reaches 
the farther side of the sack, rotated in the manner described 'above and then 
withdrawn at a uni~orm speed. 

A stick sampler may be used in place of the instrument mentioned above. It 
may be used horiZontally or vertically. If there is more than one aperture it must 
have trans¥erse par.titions 'So that each aperture opens :into a .separate compart­
ment; it shall be inserted diagonally into the sack in the closed position, then 
opened, gently agitated 'to allow .it to fill completely, closed again, withdrawn and 
emptied. Seeds in containers other than sacks shall wherever practicable be 
sampled with an instrument as aforesaid, ·!Which shall be, used as already described. 
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Where it is not practicable to sample seeds in sacks or other containers in the 
manlier already described, portions may be taken by hand, care being taken to 
keep the fingers tightly closed about the seeds so that none may escape as the 
hand it withdrawn. If necessary, in order to reach the lower levels, part of the 
contents shall be emptied into another sack or other container. 

Seeds in a partly filled container 
(b) The seeds shall be thoroughly mixed by hand and su{aIl portions then taken 

from at least five different positions. ( 

Seeds in bulk 
(c) Portions of seed shall be taken with a stick sampler from at least the 

number of positions indicated in the table below: - . 
Size of bulk Number Of positions to be sampled 

Not exceeding 50 kg Not less than 3 
Exceeding Not exceeding 

50 kg 1,500 kg 
Size of bulk 

Not exceeding 50 kg 
Exceeding Not exceeding 

Not less -than 5 
Number of positions to be sampled 
Not less than 3 

1,500 kg 3,000 kg At least 1 for each 300 kg 
3,000 kg 5,000 kg Not less than 10 
5,000 kg 20,000 kg At least 1 for each 500 kg 

Sampling positions ·must be selected at random in both vertical and hori­
zontal planes. If the sampler has more than one aperture it shall have transverse 
partitions so that each aperture opens into a separate compartment. 

Seeds in a cleaning. mixing or dressing machine 
(d) Portions of seed shall be drawn during the cleaning, mixing or dressing 

process so that the entire cross seCtion of the seed stream is uniformly sampled at 
regular intervals throughout the whole of the process. The frequency shall be at 
least as indicated in the table below:-

Size of lot 
Not exceeding 50 kg 

Exceeding 
50 kg 

1,500 kg 
3,000 kg 
5,000 kg 

Not exceeding 
1,500 kg 
3,000 kg 
5,000 kg 

20,000.kg 

Number of times to be sampled 
Not less than 3 

Not less than 5 
At least 1 for each 300 kg 
Not less than 10 
At least 1 fpr each 500 kg 

5. When -the individual portions taken from the lot exceed the amount required 
they shall be put together in a clean receptacle and well mixed. The composite 
sample so obtained shall .be reduced by using an efficient seed divider~ 

6. Portions of seeds for moisture tests shall be drawn in such a way as to 
prevent exposure to the atmosphere. Samples shall be packed in air-tight con­
tainers. Seeds for moisture tests shall be kept separate from seeds on which other 
determinations are to be made. 

PART II 

Maximum wei~ht of a lot and minimum weight of a sample 

1. The maximum weight of a lot to !be sampled shall be 20 tonnes. 

2. The minimum weight of a sample shall. be 3 kg or 250g:rams for inbred 
lines of maize. 

3. The minimum weight of a sample for a moisture test shall be 100 grams. 
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SCHEDULE 4 
Regulation 7(1) and (2) 

PA:RT I 

Certificate of the taking of a sample of seeds 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND 

SEEDS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1965~ECTION 9(3) 

CEREAL SEEDS REGULA'l,'IOl;'IS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1976 

CERTIFICATE OF THE TAKlNG OF A SAMPLE OF SEEDS TAKEN 
UNDER SECTION 8(3) OF TaB ACT 

On the premises of 

Name ................................................ , ............•.... 

Address ............................................................. . 

Kirid 

VarietY: ..... ' ............... , ............ ;. , , .... , , , .. , ......... , ........ . 

Category , ......................................................... ; ...... . 

Certificate or reference number ... '.: .......................... ' ............ . 

Date. of sampling .................................. , ,' ................... . 

Department's reference number ........................................... . 

I c~rtifY that in taking the sample referred to above I used the method of 
sampling prescribed in Schedule 3 tQ the Cereal Seeds Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1976. 

Signed ...................................•. 

Authorised by the Department of Agriculture 

Date .................. , ....... , ......... . 
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PART II 

Certificate qf the result of a test of seeds 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND-

SEEDS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1965 

CEREAL SEEDS REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1976 

FINAL REPORT OF THE OFFICIAL SEED 1ESTING STATION FOR 
NORTHERN IRELAND ON A SAMPLE TAKEN UNDER SECTION 8(3) OF 

THE ACT 

On the premises of (Name and Address) 

r 

Description 

Kind 

category 
& Level 

Results of Tests 

% Pure 
seed" 

"I Official Station Sample No. 

Control Sample" No. 

Date received 
at Station ........................ :. 

Date of Sampling 

Quantity Sampled 

Quantity Represented 

Variety 

Reference No. 

% Inert % Other % Weed 
matter crop seeds seeds 



No, 300 Seeds 

Inert matt.er 

Other: cropl'eedl' 

Wee d seeds 

~ber of seeds NillTI .. 

Other cul£ivated cereal spI', 

Spp. oth~r than cultivated cereals 

Total 

Raphanus. .raphanistnIm 

Agrostemma githago 

Avena fatua, A ludoviciana, 
A sterilis 

Lolium temultmtum 

Num ber of pieces Ergot 

Germ ination % nFresh se~d % 

REMARKS 
Date" ,.".,"", .. ,'" .. ".,",', , .. 

500g 
.' 

-
~ 

---

---

.-

---

-"--

'I 

1501 

Further Further Total Total 
500g. lOOOg 2000g 3000g 

------. 

--- --"-

----"--

---

---

------

-------

Pre-tested for dormancy 

Chief Officer 
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Regulation 5(3) and 9(2), (3),. :(4);:(5) and (9) 

SOHEDULE 5 

iPART I 

A. Official label for a' package of basic seeds, ceItified seeds, certified seeds of the 
first gen~ration or eertifiedi seeds of the second generation 

(a) Prescribed contents 
1. "EEC rules and standards" 
2. Certifying Authority and Member State or their mark 
3. Reference number of thel lot 
4. Kind 
5. Variety, or inbred line of maize 
6. Category 
7. Country of production 
8. Declared net or groSs weight or declared number of seeds 
9. Where weight is indicated and granulated !pesticides, pelleting substances 

or ,other solid additives are /Used the nature ·of the additive and the approxi­
mate ratio between the weight of pure seeds and the total 'Weight 

10. For ·hybrid varieties of maize: "hybrid" 
~b) Minimum size of the label-110 mm x 67 mm 
(c) The label shall be coloured white for basic seeds, blue for certified seeds and 
; certified seeds of the first generation and red for certified seeds of . the second 
. generation. 

B. Official label for a package of ple.basic seeds 

(a) Prescribed contents 
. 1. Certifying Authority and Member State or their mark 

2. Reference number of lot 
3. Kind ~ 
4. Variety, or inbred line of: maize 
5. "Pre-basic seed" 
6. Declared net or gross weightl or declared number of seeds 
7. Number of !generations preceding seed of the categories "certified seeds" 

or "certified seeds 1st -Generation" 
8. For hybrid varieties ,of maize: "hylbrid" 

(b) Minimum size of the label-110 mm x 67 mm 
Cc} The label ishall be coloured white with a' diagonal violet line . 

. C. Official label for a package of a mixture of seeds 

(a) Prescribed contents 
1. "Mixture ,of ........................ " 

(kinds) 
2. Service responsible for sealing and Member State or theft mark 
3. Reference nlJmber of the lot 
4. Proprietary name ·of !the mixture or kinds of the constituents 
5. Declared net or gross, weight or declared number of seeds 
6. Where weight is indicated and granulated pesticides, pelleting substances 

or 'other solid additives ar~ used the nature of the additive and the approxi­
mate ratio between the weight of pure seeds and the total weight. 

(b) Minimum size of the label-110mm x 67mm 
(c) .The label shall be coloured ·green. 
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D. Further particulars to be given in respect of mixtures of seeds 

For each constituent: 
1. Kind 
2. Category 
3. Variety, or inbred line of maize 
4. Country of production 
5. Proportion by weight of the mixture 
6. For hybrid varieties of maize: "hybrid" 

PART II 

A. Supplier's label for a package of uncertified ple-basic seeds 

(a) Prescribed contents 
1. Name and address of the supplier responsible for fixing the labels or his 

identification mark. 
2. Reference number of the lot 
3. Kind 
4. Variety or inbred line of maize 
5. "Uncertified pre-basic. seeds" 
6. Declared net or gross weight or declared number of seeds 
7. For hybrid varieties .of maize: "hybrid" 

(b) The label shall be coloured buff 

PART III 

SMALL PACKAGES 

A. Supplier's label for a small package of seeds other than a mixture: of seeds 

(a) Prescribed contents 
1. "EEC rules and standards" 
2. Name and address of the supplier responsible for affixing >the label or his 

identification mark 
3. Reference number of the lot 
4. Kind 
5. Variety, Ol:' inbred line of maize 
6. Category 
7. Declared net weight or declared number of seeds 
8. For hybrid varieties of maize: "hybrid" 

(b) The label shall be coloured white for basic seed, blue for certified seed and 
certified Iseed of the first ,generation and red for certified seed of the second 
generation. 

B. Supplier's lab.eI for ill small package of a mixture of seeds 

(a) Prescribed contents 
1. "Mixture of ...................... " 

(kinds) 
2. Name and address of person responsible for sealing package or his identi-

fication mark . 
3. Reference number of the lot . 
4. Proprietary name .of the mixture or kinds of the constituents 
5. Declared net weight or declared number of seeds 

(b) The label shall be coloured green 
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PART IV 

A. Particulars to be mru.·ked or displayed on the sale of unpacketed seeds other 
than mixture of seeds . 

1. "Complies with legal standards" 
2. Kind 
3. Variety or inbred line of maize 
4. For hybrid varieties of maize: "hybrid" 

B. Particulars to be marked or displayed on the sale of unpacketed mixture of 
seeds 

1. "Complies with legal standards" . 
2. Proprietary name of the mixture or kinds and proportion by weight of the 

constituents. 
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SCHEDULE 6 

Limits of variation 

GERMINATION 

Minimum percentage of 
germination 

Per cent 

99-100 
97-98 
94-96 
91-93 
87~90 
82-86 
76-81 
69-75 
65-68 

ANALYTICAL PURITY 

Minimum percentage of analytical 
purity 

Per cent 

99.9-100 
99.8 
99.6-99.7 
99.3~99.5 
99.0-99.2 
98.5-98.9 
98.3-98.4 
97.5-98.2 
97.0-97.4 
96.5-96.9 
95.5-96.4 
95.0-95.4 

1505 

Re~ulation 12(2) 

Limit of variation 

Per cent 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8. 
9 

10 

Limif of variation 

Per cent 

0.2 
0.3 
0.4 
0.5 
0.6 

. '0.7 
0.8 
0.9 
1.0 
1.1 
1.2 
1.3 

CONTENl' OF SEEDS OF OTHER SPECIES 

49 

Maximum number of seeds 

Number 

o 
1 
2 
3 and 4 
5 and 6 
7 and 8 
9 to 11 

12 to 14 
15 to 17 
18 to 20 

Limit of variation 

Number 

1 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations but is intended to indicate 
their general purport.) 

These Regulations are made uuder the "Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965 
as amended by the European Communities (Agriculture) Order (Northern 
Ireland) 1972. They re-enact, with modifications, the Cereal Seeds Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1974 (S.R. 1974 No. 148) which ar~ revoked. 

They regulate the marketing in Northern Ireland of cereal·seeds but exclude 
seeds used f01: research, experiment or selection processes and uncleaned seeds 
marketed with a view to processing or other treatment. 

Seeds may be marketed only if they a["e of specified categories as defined in 
the Regulations 'and sold in sealed packages labelled with prescribed partic­
ulars. The particulars stated 01' implied on a package of seeds are deemed to 
constitute a warranty by the seller for the protection of the purchaser under 
provisions of the Regulations. There is provision for the taking of samples for 
verification of standards attained and for the enforcement of the obligations 
imposed by the Regulations. Tampering with labels prescribed by the Regula­
tions will constitQte an offence: These Regulations modify the procedure for 
the movement of seed prior to the completion of the official examination 
subject to certain provisions for the protection of the purchaser. The tran­
sitional marketing arrangements prior to 1 luly 1976 for which provisions 
existed in the ,Cereal Seeds Regulations (Northern Ireland) ·1974 have been 
omitted. . 

Schedules to the Regulations include details of the standards to be attained 
by the different categories of seeds and ·the crops from which they are derived. 
There are also procedure~ for the taking of samples and of the particulars .to 
appear on labels of packages of seeds. 

The Reg'Ulations give effect to Directive 66/402/EEC of the Council of the 
European Economic Community (0.1. No. 125, 11.7.66 - 01 jSE 27.3.72) as 
amended by Directive 75j438jEEC (0.1. No. L356, 27.12.73 p. 79) and 
Directive 75/444jEEC (0.1. No_ L196, 26.7.75 p. 6), on the marketing of 
cereal seed. 
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