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Act, 1911.

Session and 
Chapter. Short Title. Extent of Eepeal.

50 & 51 Viet. Croftei‘8 Holdings In section two, the words from
c. 24 (Scotland) Act, “ within ” to “ after the passing

• 1887. of this Act,” and from “• and 
they ” to “ case.”

51 & 52 Viet, 
c. 63.

Crofters Commis­
sion . (Delegation 
of Powers) Act, 
1888.

The whole Act.

54 & 55 Viet. Crofters Common In section two, the words “ in any
c. 41. Grazings Regula- “ township or townships situated

tion Act, 1891. “ in a crofting parish or parishes 
“  within the meaning of the 
“  principal Act ” ; and the words 
“  of the township.”

59 & 60 Viet. Agricnltni'al Rates, In subsection (2) of section four.
c. 37. Congested Dis­

tricts, and Burgh
the words “ for the improvement 

of congested districts in the
Land Tax Relief 
(Scotland) Act, 
1896.

“ Highlands and Islands of Scot- 
“ land.”

60 & 61 Viet. Congested Districts Section one.
c. 53. (Scotland) Act, 

1897.
Section two.
Subsections (1) and (2) of section 

three.
In subsection (1) (d) of section four, 

the words “ from congested dis- 
“ tricts to other districts in Scot- 
“ land.”

In subsection (1) ( / )  of sectionfopr, 
the word “ lighthouses.”

Section eight.

CHAPTER 50.
An Act to consolidate and amend the Law relating to 

Coal Mines and certain other mines.
[16th December 1911.]

T 3 E  it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows :

Application of 
Act,

A pplication of A ct.

1. The mines to which this Act applies are mines of coal, 
mines of stratified ironstone, mines of shale, and mines of 
fire-clay; and in this Act the expression “ mine,” niiless the 
context otherwise requires, means a mine to which this Act 
applies.
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P art I.

Management.

Managers.

2.— (1) Every mine sliall be under one manager, who shall Appointment 
be responsible for the control, management, and direction of of
the mine, and the owner or agent of every mine shall appoint 
himself or some other person to be the manager of such 
mine.

(2) If any mine is worked without there being such a 
manager for the mine as is required by this section, the 
owner and agent shall each be gttilty of an offence against 
this A c t :

Provided that, if the person appointed to be manager of 
a mine, by reason of death, resignation, or otherwise, ceases 
to be manager, nothing in this section shall prevent the 
mine being worked (for a period not exceeding four months) 
until a new manager is appointed, if in the meantime a 
competent person holding a lirst-class or second-class cer­
tificate of competency under this Act is temporarily appointed 
to perform the duties and exercise the powers of manager.

(3) A small mine shall be exempt from the provisions of 
this section, unless the inspector of the division, by notice 
in writing served on the owner or agent of the mine, requires 
that it be under the control of a manager, and in any mine 
so exempt in which a manager has not been appointed the 
powers and duties conferred or imposed on the manager 
shall be exercised and performed by the owner or agent, 
and anything by or under this Act required to be done by 
or to the manager shall be done by or to the owner or 
agent.

(4) The owner or agent of a mine required to be under 
the control of a manager shall not take any part in the 
technical management of the mine unless he is qualified to 
be a manager.

(5) For the purpose of this section, workings having a 
common system of ventilation or any part of a system of 
ventilation in common shall be deemed to form part of the 
same mine.

■ 3.— (1) In every mine required to be under the control Daily super- 
of a manager, daily personal supervision shall be exercised vision of mine- 
by the manager, and, where an under-manager has been oJwider?*'̂  
appointed by the owner or agent of the mine, also by that manager, 
under-manager.

(2) In cases Avhere, on account of the absence of the 
manager or under-manager on leave or from sickness or 
any other temporary cause, such daily personal supervision 
as is required by this section cannot be exercised, arrange­
ments shall be nuide for tlie duties of the manager or under-
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manager, ds the case may be, in respect of daily personal 
supervision being performed—

(a) in the absence of the manager, l>y the under-manager,
if any, or by a person not under the age of tweiity- 
tive years and holding a first or- second-class 
certificate of competency under this Act, appointed 
in writing by the owner or agent;

(b) in the absenc-e of the under-manager, in the case
of a mine for which a separate under-manager is 
required by this Act to be appointed, by a i>prson 
not under the age of twenty-five years and holding 
a first or second-class certificate of competency under 
this Act appointed as aforesaid :

And any person performing the duties of a manager or 
under-manager whether under this or under the last preceding 
section, shall have the same responsibility, and shall be 
subject to the same liability, as the person whose duties he 
is performing.

(3) If in any mine there is a contravention of or non- 
compliance with the provisions of this section, the mine shall 
be deemed to be not managed in confonnity with this Act.

Limitation ct 4.— (1) After the first day of January nineteen hundred
and thirteen, no person who is the manager of a mine shall, 

whichinanag'-r without the approval of the inspector of the division, be the 
may act. manager of any other mine- required to be under the control 

of a manager, if the aggregate number of persons employed 
underground in the mine of which lie is manager and that 
other mine exceeds one thousand, or if all the shafts or adits 
for the time being in use in working the mine of which he is 
manager and that other mine do not lie within a circle having 
a radius not exceeding two miles.

(2) Where any person is appointed to be the manager of 
two or more mines required to be under the control of a 
manager, a separate under-manager shall be appointed for 
each mine.

(3) If it appears to the Secretary of State that the personal 
supervision a'nd control exercised by tlie manager of any mine 
are insufficient, by reason of the person who is manager of 
that mine being alsA manager of any one or more other mines, 
the Secretary of State may by order limit the number of such 
mines for which a person may act as manager.

If the owner, agent, or manager of the mine disputes the 
reasonableness of the order, the matter shall be settled in 
manner provided by this Act for settling disputes.

(4) If any person acts in contravention of any such order, 
or connives at any such contravention, he shall be guilty of 
an offence against this Act.

Qualifications 5.— (1) A  person shall not be qualified to be appointed or
aiuTundcr-* to be manager of a mine required to be under the control of 
managers. a manager, unless he is at least twenty-five years of age and
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is for tlie time being registered as the holder of a first-class 
certificate of competency under this Act.

(2) A person shall not be qualified to be appointed or to 
be an under-manager of a mine, or manager of a mine which 
is not required to be under the control of a manager, unless 
he is for the time being registered as the holder of a first-class 
or a second-class certificate of competency under this Act.

6. On the appointment in pursuance of this Act of a person Notification 
to be manager or under-manager of a mine, or to perform 
temporarily the duties of manager or under-manager, the manager, &c. 
owner or agent shall send to the inspector of the division 
notice of the name and address of that person and the number 
and class of the certificate held by him, and, if he fails to do 
so, he shall be guiltv of an offence under this Act.

of c o m - Descviptinn of 
certificates of 
competency.

the fitness of appll- Constitution

or

of

Ceiiificatcs o f Competency.
7. There shall be two descriptions of certificates 

potency under this Act (that is to say,)—
(1) first-class certificates ;
(2) second-class certificates.

8 . — (1) For the purpose of ascertainiip, 
cants for certificates of competency under this Act, a Board, 
to be styled “ The Board for Mining Examinations,” shall be aminations. 
constituted by the Secretary of State, consisting of—

(a) six representatives of owners or agents of mines
managers of mines or mining engineers ;

(b) six representatives of Avorkmen employed in mines ;
(c) the chief inspector and two divisional inspectors

mines ; and
(cl) two persons eminent in mining and scientific knoAvledge.
The members of the Board shall be appointed .and may be 

removed by the' Secretary of State, and shall hold office during 
his pleasure.

(2̂ ) The procedure of tlie Board shall be in accordance 
Avith rules made by the Board subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of State.

(3) The Board shall, at such internals as the Secretarj* of 
State may determine, make to him a report of their proceedings 
and of such other matters as he may re<j[uire.

9. — (1) The Board for Mining Exajninations shall hold Examiimtions 
examinations at such times and in such places as may be fixed certificates, 
by the Board subjt'ct to the approval of the Secretary of State.

(2) The Board may, subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of State, make ndes for the conduct of the examinations and 
the qualifications of applicants for certificates of competency 
under this" Act, and the rules shall amongst other things 
provide—

(a) that the examination and qualifications of ajAplicants for 
second-class certificates shall be suitable for practical 
AA’orking miners; and
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Grant o£ oor- 
tificates.

(1) that no person shall be qualified to be an applicant for
a certificate unless be—

(i) is twenty-tbi'ee years of age or upwards ; and
(ii) has had such practical experience in mining 

(either in the United Kingdom or partly in the 
United Kingdom and partly elsewhere) as may he 
required by the rules for a period of not less than 
five years, or (in the case of an applicant who has 
received an approved diploma, or has taken an 
approved degree) of not less than three years ; and

(iii) has given satisfactory evidence of his 
sobriety, experience, and general good conduct; and

(c) for the holding, as a part of the examination, of viva voce 
examinations in different locahties with a view to the 
practical knowledge of applicants for certificates in 
each locality being tested with reference to the local 
mining conditions, and for requiring at least one of 
the examiners in every viva voce examination to be 
a person possessing practical acquaintance with those 
conditions.

The Board may, subject to the consent of the Secretary 
of State as to number, appoint, remove, and re-appoint examiners 
to conduct examinations.

(4! A person acting as examiner shall not take any part in 
the examination of the papers, or in the viva voce examination, 
of any applicant for a certificate Avhom he has in any way trained 
or instructed in any of the subjects of the examination.

(5 The remuneration to be paid to the examiners and the 
fees to be paid by applicants for certificates shall be such as 
the Secretary of State, with the consent of the' Treasury, may 
determine.

(Gi For the purposes of this section, “ approved diploma” 
means a diploma in scientific and mining training after a course 
of study of at least two years at an institution approved by the 
Secretary of State, and “ approved degree ” means a degree of 
any University approved by the Secretary of State which 
involves training in and knowledge of scientific and mining 
subjects; and the approval of the Secretary of State may be 
given subject to such conditions as he may think fit, and may 
he revoked by him at any time.

10.— G) The Secretary of State shall deliver to every 
applicant who is duly reported by the Board for Mining 
Examinations to have passed the examination satisfactorily 
such a certificate of competency as the case requires.

(2) The Secretary of State may deliver such a certificate 
without examination to an applicant who is the holder of a 
certificate granted in any British possession or forGgn country, 
if the Board report that the standard of training and examina­
tion required -for the grant of such a certificate is equivalent 
to that required for the grant of a corresponding certificate 
under this Act.
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(3; A register of the iiolders of certificates shall be kept 
by such person and in such manner as the Secretary of State 
directs.

l l . - ( l )  If at any time representation is made to the inquiry into 
Secretarj' of State by an inspector or other-,vise that any person of“  
holding a certificate of competency under this Act is, by reason certificates, 
of incompetency or gross negligence or misconduct in the 
capacity of, or while temporarily performing the duties of, 
manager or under-manager of a mine, unfit to continue to hold 
a certificate of competency, or has been convicted of an offence 
against this Act or any enactment repealed by this Act, the 
Secretary of State may, if he thinks fit, cause inquiry to be 
made into the conduct of that person, and with respect to 
every such inquiry the following provisions shall have effect:—

{(i) The inquiry shall be public, and shall be held, at such 
place as the Secretary of State may appoint, by such 
county court judge, metropolitan police magistrate, 
stipendiary magistrate, or other j)erson or persons 
(herein-after in this section referred to as the court) 
as may be directed by the Secretary of State, and 
either alone or with the assistance of any assessor or 
assessor named by the Secretary of State :

(h) The Secretary of State shall, before the commencement 
of the inquiiy, furnish to the person into whose 
conduct inquiry is made a statement of the case on 
Avhich the inquiiy is instituted :

(c) The person into whose conduct inquiry is made may
attend the inquiry by himself, his counsel, solicitor, 
or agent, and majq if he thinks fit, be sworn and 
examined as an ordinary witness in the case :

(d) The court shall, on the conclusion of the inquiry, send
to the Secretary of State a report containing a full 
statement of the case, and the opinion of the court 
thereon, and such report of, or extracts from, the 
evidence as the court maj-̂  think fit :

(e) The court shall have power to cancel or suspend the
certificate of the person into whose conduct inquiry 
is made, if it finds that he is, by reason of incom- 
petenc}- ,̂ or of such gross negligence or misconduct 
as aforesaid, or of his having been convicted of an 
offence against this Act or any enactment repealed 
by this Act, unfit to continue to hold a certificate 
of competency :

( /  The court may require the person into whose conduct 
inquiry is made to deliver up his certificate. The 
court shall hold a certificate so delivered until the 
conclusion of the investigation, and shall then either 
restore, cancel, or suspend the certificate according to 
its judgment on the case:

(g) The court shall have, for tlie purpose of the inquiiy, 
all the powers of a court of summary jurisdiction
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hearing informations forwhen acting as a court in
offences against this Act, and all the powers of an 

* inspector under this Act, and in addition tire following
powers:—

(i) power, hy summons signed hy the court, to 
require the attendance of all such persons as it 
thinks fit to summon and examine for the purpose 
of the inqrrirjq and for that purpose to require 
answers or returns to such inquiries as the court 
thinks fit to make ;

(ii) power to require the production of all hooks, 
papers, and documents which the court considers 
important for the purpose of the inquiry :

Qi) A  person attending as a witness before the court shall 
be alloAved such expenses as would be allowed to a 
witness attending on subpcena before a court of 
record; and in case of dispute as to the amount to 
be allowed, the same shall be referj-ed by the court 
to a master of the Supreme Court, who, on recpiest 
signed by the court, shall ascertain and certlly the 
proper amount of such expenses.

(2) I f any person without reasonable excuse (proof whereof 
shall lie on him) fails to comply with any summons or requisition 
of the court, or impedes the court in the execution of its duty, 
he shall be guilty of an offence against this Act, and a person 
who is guilty of any such offence shall, in addition to any 
other fine to which he is liable under this Act, be liable to a fine 
not exceeding one pound for every day during which the offence 
continues.

(3) The court may make such order as it thinks fit 
respecting the costs and expenses of the inquiry, and such order 
shall, on the application of any party entitled to the benefit 
thereof, be enforced by any court of summary jurisdiction as if 
such costs and expenses were a fine imposed by that court.

(4) - The Secretary of State may, if he thinks fit, pay to the 
person or persons constituting the court, including any 
assessors, such remuneration as he may with the consent of the 
Treasury determine.

Provisions as to 12.— (1) Where a certificate of competency under this Act
anTsu''*ension Cancelled or suspended in pursuance of this Act, the Secretaiy 
of of State shall cause the cancellation or suspension to be recorded

in the register of holders of certificates.
(2) The Secretary of State may at any time, if it is shown to 

him to be just so to do, renew or restore, on such terms as he 
thinks fit, any certificate Avhich has been cancelled or suspended 
in pursuance of this Act, and cause the rencAval or restoration to
be recorded in the register.

Copies of l(«t 
certificates.

13. Whenever any person p iw es to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary of State that he has, without fault on his part, lost or 
been deprived of any certificate granted to him under this Act,
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the Secretary of State shall, on payment of sudf fee, if any, as 
he may prescribe, cause a copy of the certificate to which the 
applicant ap])ears by the register to be entitled, to be made out, 
and certifie.l by the person win> keeps the register, and delivered 
to the applicant ; and any copy Avhich j)iirports to be so made 
and certified aS aforesaid shall have all the effect of the original 
certificate.

Firemen, Examiners, and Deputies.
14. — (1) For every mine there shall be appointed by the Appointment 

manager in writing one or more competent persons (herein- examTS’ 
after referred to as firemen, examiners or deputies) to make and deputies, 
such inspections and carry out such other duties as to the 
presence of gas, ventilation, state of roof and sides, and general
safety (including the checking and recording of the number 
of persons under his charge) as are required by this Act and 
the regulations of the mine.

(2) A  fireman, examiner, or deputy shall be required to 
devote his whole time to such duties as aforesaid (herein-after 
referred to as his statutory duties), but this provision shall not 
apply in the case of a fireman, examiner, or deputy in—

(a) any mine in which the total number of persons 
employed below ground at one time does not exceed 
thirty ; or

(h) any mine in the counties of Durham or Northumber­
land ; or

(e) any mine exempted by the inspector of the division on 
the ground of the special circumstances of the mine ; 

and nothing in this provision shall prevent any fireman, 
examiner, or deputy in any mine being employed in measuring 
the work done by persons in his district, or in firing shots in 
his district:

Provdded that any duties assigned to or undertaken by any 
fireman, examiner, or deputy in addition to his statutory duties 
shall not be such as to prevent him carrying out his statutory 
duties in a thorough manner; and, if any question arises 
whether any additional duties are* such as to prevent him 
carrying out' his statutory duties in a thorough manner, that 
question shall be decided by the inspector of the division, whose 
decision shall be final.

(3) The distinct of a mine assigned to a fireman, examiner, 
or deputy shall not be of such a size as would prevent him 
from carrying out in a thorough manner all his statutory 
duties.

(4) A  mine in which there is a contravention of this 
section shall be deemed not to be managed in conformity witli 
this Act.

15. — (1) A  person shall not, after the first day of January Qualifications
nineteen hundred and thirteen, be qualified to be appointed firemen, 
or to be a fireman, examiner, or deputy unless he—  aeputies.

(a) is the holder of a first or second-class certificate of 
competency under this Act or is twenty-five years of
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Periodical 
inspection on 
behalf of 
workmen.

age or upwaids and has liad at least five years’ 
practical experience underground in a mine, of which 
not less than two years have been at the face of the 
workings of a mine ; and

(h) has obtained a certiiicate in the prescribed form from 
a mining school or other institution or authority 
approved by the Secretary of State as to his ability 
to make accurate tests (so far as practicable with a 
safety lamp) for inflammable gas, and to measure 
the quantity of air in an air current, and that his 
hearing is such as to enable him to carry out his 
duties efficiently; and

(c) has, within the proceeding five years, obtained from such 
approved school, institution, or authority as aforesaid, 
or from a duly qualified medical practitioner, a certi­
ficate in the prescribed form to the effect that his 
eyesight is such as to enable him to make accurate 
tests for inflammable gas and that his hearing is such 
as to enable him to carry out his duties efficiently, 
the expense of obtaining which shall, in the case of a 
person employed at the time as fireman, examiner, or 
deputy, be borne by the owner of the mine :

Provided that a person shall not be required to have 
obtained a certificate as to ability to make tests for inflammable 
gas or as to eyesight, if he is employed in a mine in which 
inflammable gas is unknown.

(2) The certificate as to the eyesight and hearing of a 
fireman, examiner, or deputy employed in a mine shall, whilst 
he is so employed, be kept at the office at the mine, and, 
whenever a requisition in that behalf is made by an inspector, 
produced for his inspection.

Iiis'pections on behalf o f  Workmen.
16.— (1) The workmen employed in a mine may, at their 

own cost, appoint two of th^ir number or any two persons, not 
being mining engineers, who are or who have been practical 
working miners and have had not less than five years’ expe­
rience of underground work, to inspect the mine, and the 
persons so appointed shall be allowed once at least in every 
month, accompanied. If the owner, agent, or manager of the 
mine thinks fit, by himself or one or more officials of the mine, 
to go to every part of the mine, and to inspect the shafts, roads, 
levels, workings, air-ways, ventilating apparatus, old workings, 
and machinery, and shall, where an accident has occurred in a 
mine of which notice is required under this Act to be given, be 
allowed to go together with any person acting as legal adviser 
to the workmen, or with a mining or electrical engineer selected 
by the workmen, accompanied as aforesaid, to the place where 
the accident occurred, and to make such inspection as may be 
necessary for ascertaining the cause of the accident, subject, 
however, to the provisions of this Act requiring the place where
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an accident lias occurred to be left as it was immediately after 
the accident.

(2) Every facility shall be afforded by the owner, agent, and 
manager and all persons in the mine for the purpose of the 
inspection, and the manager shall on demand produce to the 
persons appointed the certificates of all firemen, examiners, 
or deputies employed in the mine, and tlie persons appointed 
shall, except where the inspection is an inspection for the 
purpose of ascertaining the cause of an accident, forthwith 
make and sign a full and accurate report of the result of the 
inspection in a book to be kept at the mine for the purpose; 
and the owner, agent, or manager shall forthwith cause a true 
copy of the report to be seAt to the inspector of the division.

(3) If the owner, agent, or manager, or any other person 
refuses or neglects to afford such facilities as aforesaid, or if 
the manager fails to produce the certificates of the firemen, 
examiners, or deputies, or if the owner, agent, or. manager fails 
to send a true copy of the report in accordance with this section, 
he shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.

Returns, Plans, Notices and Boolts.
17. — (1) In addition to the reports specially required bj  ̂ Reports by 

this Act, it shall be the duty of every person on whom re- persons having 
sponsible duties are imposed with respect to safety or to the duties, 
condition of the roadways, workings, ventilation, machinery,
shafts, shot-firing, safety lamps, electrical plant, or animals 
at a mine, and who shall be required to do so by the regulations 
of the mine, to make, at such intervals as may be fixed by the 
regulations of the mine in a book to be kept at the mine, full and 
accurate reports of the matters falling within the scope of his 
duties.

(2) Copies of the reports required to be made under the 
last preceding section and under the provisions of this Act 
relating to inspections before commencing work and inspections. 
during shifts shall be posted up at the pit head, not later than 
ten o’clock in the morning on the day following the day on 
which the reports are made, and remain posted until ten o’clock 
in the morning on the following day.

18. - ( 1 )  On or before the twenty-first day of Januarj^ in Returns i)y 
every year, the owner, agent, or manager of every mine shall
send to the inspector of the division a correct return, specifying, 
with respect to the year ending on the preceding thirty-first 
day of December—

(a) the particulars contained in the form in the First 
Schedule to this Act, or in such other form as may, 
from time to time, be prescribed in lieu of that form ;

(J)) such particulars as may be prescribed of all accidents 
which occurred in or about the mine during the year 
to which the return relates and disabled, for more than 
seven days, any person employed in or about the mine 
from working at his ordinary work ;

    
 



252 Cii. 50. Coal Miyies Act, 1011. 1 i.% 2 G eo. 5.

Notices of 
opening and 
abandonment 
of mine.

(c) such particulars as may be prescribed as to tlie supply
and maintenance with respect to the mine of appliances 
for use in rescue work and ambulance appliances, the 
formation and training of rescue brigades, and the 
training of men in ambulance work ; and

(d) such other particulars as the Secretary of State may
prescribe by order made in like manner and subject 
to the like procedure as general regulations under 
this Act.

(2) Forms for the purpose of the returns required by this 
section shall, on application, be furnished by the inspector of the 
division.

(3) The Secretary of State may publish the aggregate results 
of the returns made under this section with respect to any 
particular county or inspector’s division, or any large portion of 
a county or inspector’s division, and so much of any individual 
return as does* not relate to the quantity or value of mineral 
gotten, but the portion of any individual return relating to the 
quantity or value of mineral gotten shall not be published 
without the consent of the owner of the mine to which it 
relates ; and no person, except an inspector or the Secretary 
of State or any body of commissioners incorporated by Act of 
Parliament for the drainage of mines, and authorised to assess 
and levy rates in respect of minerals gotten from such mines, 
shall be entitled, without such consent, to see such portion as 
aforesaid of any individual return.

(4) Every owner, agent, or manager of a mine who fails to 
con ply with this section, or makes any return which is to his 
knowledge false in any particular, shall be guilty of an offence 
against this Act.

19. In any of the following cases, namely,
(i) Where any working is commenced for the purpose

of opening a new shaft, outlet, or seam of any 
mine ;

(ii) Where a shaft, outlet, or seam of any mine is
abandoned or the working thereof discontinued ;

(iii) Where the working of a shaft, outlet, or seam of
any piine is recommenced after any abandon­
ment or discontinuance for a period exceeding 
two months; or

(iv) Where any change occurs in the name of any
mine, or in the name of the oAvner or agent 
of any mine, or in the principal officers of any 
company which is the owner of a mine ;

the owner, agent, or manager of the mine shall give notice thereof 
to the inspector of the division within two months after the 
commencenaent, abandonment, discontinuance, recommencement, 
or change, and, if such notice is not gi\"en, the owner, agent, or 
manager shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.
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20.— (1) The owner, agent, or manager of every mine shall Plans of mine 
keep in the office at the mine— t/on

(1) an accurate plan of the workings of the mine, up to a date
not more than tliree months previously, showing—

(a) tlie boundaries of the mine, where possible, 
and the position of the workings Avith regard to 
the surface and variations of level on the road- 
waj's from the Ordnance basis, being variations of 
ten feet or any multiple of ten feet; and

(b) the general direction and rate of dip of the 
strata; and

(c) the position, direction, and extent of every 
known fault of every seam with its vertical throw, 
and of every known washout and intrusive dyke ; 
and

(d) the depth of every shaft; and
(ii) a section of the strata sunk through, or, if that is not 

reasonably practicable, a section of every seam.
(2) The owner, agent, or manager of every mine shall 

also keep in the office at the mine a separate plan showing 
the system of ventilation in the mine, and in particular the 
general direction of the currents, the points where the quantity 
of air is measured, and the principal devices for the regula­
tion and distribution of the air, and on every such plan 
the intake airways shall be coloured blue and the return airways 
red.

(3) Every such plan must be on a scale of not less than 
forty inches to the mile, and must be prepared by or under 
the supervision of a surveyor possessing the prescribed qualifica­
tions, and shall be of a durable character :

Provided that, in the case of a mine opened before the 
passing of this Act, it shall be sufficient if the scale of the plan 
is not less than the Ordnance scale of twenty-five inches to the 
mile.

(4) The owner, agent, or manager of the mine shall, on 
request at any time of an inspector, produce to him at the 
office at the mine such plans and section, and shall also, on 
the like request, mark on such plans the then state of the 
workings of the mine as respects the particulars required to 
be shoAvn on the plan under subsection (1) of this section ; and 
the inspector shall be entitled to examine the plans and section, 
and, for official purposes only, to make a copy of any part 
thereof.

(5) If the owner, agent, or manager of any mine fails to 
keep, or wilfully refuses to produce or allow to be examined or 
copied, any such plan or section, or wilfully withholds any 
portion thereof, or wilfully refuses, on request, to mark thereon 
the state of the workings of the mine, or conceals any part of 
those workings, or produces an imperfect or inaccurate plan 
or section, he shall (unless he shows that he ŷâ  ignorant of

S
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the concealment, imperfection, or inaccuracy) be guilty of an 
offence against this Act.

Further, the inspector may, by notice in writing (whether 
a penalty for the offence has or has not been inflicted), require 
the owner, agent, or manager to cause an accurate plan and 
section, showing the particulars herein-before required, to be 
made within a reasonable time at the expense of the owner of 
the mine in accordance with the provisions herein-before con­
tained, and, if the owner, agent, or manager fails, within twenty 
days after the requisition of the inspector or within such 
further time as may be allowed by the Secretary of State, 
to cause such plan and section to be made as hereby required, 
he shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.

21.— (1) Where any mine or seam is abandoned, the person 
Avho is owner of the mine or seam at the time of its abandonment 
shall, within three months after the abandonment, send to the 
Secretary of State:

(1) An accurate plan of the mine or seam showing—
(a) the boundaries of the workings of the mine 

or seam, including not only the working faces but 
also all headings in advance thereof, up to the time 
of the abandonment;

(b) the pillars of coal or other mineral remaining 
nnworked ;

(e) the position, direction, and extent of every 
known fault of every seam in the mine or of the 
seam, as the case may be, with its vertical throw 
and of every kno\<̂ n washout and intrusive dyke ;

{d) the position of the workings with regard to 
the surface ;

(e) the general direction and rate of dip of the 
strata; and

if) the depth of every shaft or, in the case of 
an abandoned seam, the depth of every shaft from 
the surface to that seam; and

(ii) A section of the strata sunk through, or, if that is not 
reasonably practicable, a section of every seam in 
the mine or of the seam, as the case may be.

(2) Every such plan must be on a scale of not less than 
that of the Ordnance Sui-vey of twenty-five inches to the mile 
in the case of a mine opened before the passing of this Act, 
and on a scale of not less than forty inches to the mile in the 
case of a mine opened after the passing of this Act, and its 
accuracy must be certified, so far as is reasonably practicable, 
by a surveyor possessing the prescribed qualifications, and it 
shall be of a durable character :

Provided that the foregoing requirement as to the scale 
of the plan shall not apply as respects any workings plotted 
before the commencement of this Act.

(3) The plan and section shall be preserved under the care 
of the Secretary of State :
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Provided that, if an abandoned mine or seam is re-opened, 
the owner shall be entitled to have the plan and section returned 
to him on depositing with the Secretary of State a copy of the 
plan and section, or of such portions thereof as the Secretary 
of State may require, certified to be correct b\’ a competent 
draftsman.

(4) No person except an inspector shall be entitled, without 
the consent of the owmer for the time being of the mine or 
seam, or a licence of the Secretaiy of State, to see the plan 
or section whilst preserved as aforesaid until after the expiration 
of ten yearn from the time of the abandonment, but such licence 
shall not be granted, unless the Secretary of State is satisfied 
that the inspection of such plan is necessary in the interests of 
safety.

(5) Where a mine or seam has not been worked for a period 
of twelve months, it shall be deemed for the purposes of this 
Act to have been abandoned unless the roadways and workings 
of the mine or seam are maintained in an accessible condition.

(6) If the owner of a mine or seam fails to comply with this 
section, he shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.

(7) A  complaint or infonnation for an offence under this 
section may be made or laid at any time within six months after 
abandonment of the mine or seam, or after service on the owner 
aforesaid of a notice to comjjly witli the requirements of this 
section, whichever last happens.

(8) The High Court may, on application by or on behalf of 
the Secretary of State, make an order requiring any jrerson who 
has, for the time being, the custody or possession of any plan 
or section of an abandoned mine or seam to produce it to the 
Secretary of State for the purpose of inspection or copying.

22. Where any mine is abandoned, the person who is owner E etum sasto 
of the mine at the time of its abandonment shall, within three abandonment 
months of the abandonment, send to the inspector of the division °
a correct return specifying, with respect to the period which has 
elapsed since the expiration of the year covered by the last 
annual return made under this Act, the particulars required in 
that return, except those required under Parts B. and D. of the 
First Schedule to this A c t ; and the provisions of this Act with 
respect to the said annual return shall apply to the return so 
sent.

23. If it appears to the Secretary of State that any plan or Power of 
section required by this Act to be kept in the office at a mine or
to be sent to the Secretary of State is inaccurate, and that in the new'pians'̂ pre- 
interests of safety it is desirable to have a new plan or section pared, 
prepared, he may appoint a surveyor to make such new plan or 
section, and a surveyor so appointed shall be afforded by the 
owner, agent, or manager all necessary facilities for the purpose 
of making such plan or section, and if, on the making of such 
new plan or section, it appears that the original plan or section 
was inaccurate in any material particular, the cost of making the 
new plan or section, or such proportion thereof as fhe Secretarj^

S 2
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of State thinks fit, shall be defrayed by the owner of the mine 
or, as the case may require, the person who was at the time of its 
abandonment the owner of the mine or seam, and recoverable 
front him as a debt to the Crown.

24. — (1) All such books as are by this Act required to be 
kept at a mine shall be provided by the owner, agent, or 
manager, and shall be in the prescribed form, and the' books, 
or a correct copy thereof, shall be kept at the office at the mine 
and any inspector, and any person employed in the mine or 
anyone having the written authority of any inspector or person 
so employed, may, at all reasonable times, inspect and take copies 
of and extracts from any such books; but nothing in this Act 
shall be construed to impose the obligation of keeping any such 
book or a copy thereof for more than twelve montlis after the 
book has ceased to be used for entries therein under this Act.

(2) Every report required by this Act to be recorded in a 
book kept at the mine for the purpose shall be submitted to the 
manager and under-manager, if any, of tire mine, or, in the 
absence of the manager or under-manager, to the person per­
forming the duties of manager or under-manager, as the case 
may be, in pursuance of the foregoing provisions of this Act, 
and shad be countersigned by them on the on which the 
report is made or the day following.

(3) Any mine in wliich there is a contraA^ention of or non - 
compliance with tlie provisions o f this section shall be deemed 
to be not managed in conformity with this Act.

Miscellaneous.
25. — (1) Where two or more parts of a mine are worked 

separately, the owner, agent, or manager of the mine may gii^e 
notice in writing to that effect to the inspector of the division, 
and thereupon each such part shall, for aU the purposes of this 
Act, be deemed to be a separate m ine:

Provided that, where each of such parts of a mine has not a 
separate system of ventilation, a mine shall not be so divided, 
except with the permission of tlie inspector of the division and 
subject to such conditions as he maj'’ prescribe.

(2) Every notice given under the foregoing provision must 
specify the points of separation on ail roads connecting the 
different parts of the mine.

(3) If the Secretary of State is of opinion that the division 
o f a mine in pursuance of this section tends to lead to evasion 
of the provisions of this Act, or otherwise to preA ênt the carrying 
o f this Act into effect, he may object to the division by notice 
served on tire owner, agent, or manager of the mine ; and, if the 
OAvner, agent, or manager refuses to acquiesce in such objection, 
the matter shall be determined in manner provided by this Act 
for settling disputes.

26. — (1) Where any mine is abandoned or the working 
thereof discontinued, at whatCA'er time the abandonment or 
discontinuance occurred, it shall be the duty of the OAvner
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thereof, and of every other person interested in the minerals of 
the mine, to cause the top or entrance of every shaft and 
outlet to be kept surrounded by a structure of a permanent 
character sufficient to prevent accidents :

Provided that—
• (i) Subject to any contract to the contrary, the owner of 

the mine shall, as between himself and any other 
person interested in the minerals of tlie mine, be 
liable to carry this section into effect, and to pay 
any costs, charges and expenses incurred by any 
other person interested in the minerals of the mine 
in carrying this section into effect:

(ii) Nothing in this section shall exempt any person from 
any liability under any other Act, or otherwise.

(2) No person shall be precluded by any agreement or other­
wise from doing, or be liable to any injunction, damages, 
penalty, or forfeiture in respect of, such acts as may be necessary 
in order to comply with the provisions of this section.

(3) Any shaft or outlet which is not kept surrounded by a 
structure as required by this section shall be deemed to be a 
nuisance witliin the meaning of section ninety-one of the Public 38 & 39 vi<;t. 
Health Act, 1875.

27. — (1) In every mine the materials rei[uired for the support Special pro­
of the roofs and sides shall be provided by and at the cost of the înS^wor^d 
owner of the mine, and the firemen, examiners, or deputies and by contractor, 
all other officials of the mine shall be appointed, and their
wages paid, by the owner, notwithstanding that the mine or 
any part thereof is worked, or any part of the operations therein 
is carried on, by a contractor, and no such contractor, nor any 
person employed by him, shall be appointed to be manager, 
under-manager, or fireman, examiner, or deputy of the mine.

(2) Where under any contract existing at the passing of this 
Act the materials required for the support of the roof or sides 
are to be provided, or the wages of any official are to be paid, 
by any person other than the owner, the owner may apply to the 
county court of the district in which the mine is situate, and the 
court may make such variation in the terms of the contract as 
appears to the court just and equitable under the circumstances 
of the case, or in the alternative the court may, at the request 
of the owner, determine the contract.

13) Any mine in which there is a contravention of or non- 
compliance with the provisions of this section shall be deemed 
to be not managed in conformity with this Act.

28. Every person who commits any of the following offences ; Penalty for
that is to say, forgery of, or

(1) Forges or counterfeits any certificate of competency or tion as to, 
other certificate granted under this Act or any Act fertificiite. 
repealed by this Act, or any official copy of any such 
certificate; or
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(2) Knowingly ntters or uses any such certificate or copy
which has been forged or counterfeited or contains any 
false statement; or

(3) For the ptirpose of obtaining, for himself or any other
person, emplojunent as a manager or under-manager 
or in anj" other capacity, or the grant renewal or 
restoration of any sitch certificate as aforesaid, or a 
copy thereof, either

{a) makes or gives any declaration, representation, 
statement, or evidence w'hich is false in any 
particular; or

(h) knowingly utters, produces, or makes use of any 
such declaration, representation, statement, or 
evidence, or any document containing the 
same ; or

(4) Knowingly makes any false statement in any report or
entry required under this Act to be recorded in a 
book kept at the mine ;

shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and be liable oi\ conviction 
to imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for a term not 
exceeding two years.

P a r t  II.
P r o v is io n s  a s  t o  S a f e t y .

Ventilation.
29.— (1) An adequate amount of ventilation shall be con­

stantly produced in every mine to dilute and render harmless 
iriflammable and noxious gases to such an extent that all shafts, 
roads, levels, stables, and workings of the mine shall be in 
a fit state for working and passing therein, and in particular 
that the intake airways up to within one hundred yards of the 
first working-place at the working-face which the air enters 
shall be normally kept free from inflammable gas :

Provided always that—
(a) an abandoned road or level not used in connexion 

with the working of the mine shall, if properly 
fenced off, not be deemed to be a road or level 
within the meaning of this section ; and 

{h) no person sliallbe liable in respect of any contravention 
of or failure to comply with the provisions of this 
section if he shows that the ventilation was inter­
rupted in consequence of an accident, and that 
no persons were employed in any part of the mine 
in which an adequate amount of ventilation was 
not being produced,, except such persons as it was 
necessary to employ in that part of the mine for 
the purpose of restoring the ventilation.

(2) In everj  ̂ mine the quantity of air in the main current 
and in every split and at such points as may be determined 
hy the regulations of the mine shall, at least once in every
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montli, be measured and entered in a book to be kept for the 
purpose at the mine.

(3) For the purposes of this section, a place shall not be 
deemed to be in a fit state for working or passing therein if 
the air contains either less than nineteen per cent, of oxygen 
or more than one-and-a-quarter per cent, of carbon dioxide, 
and an intake airway shall not be deemed to be normally kept 
free from inflammable gas if the average percentage of in­
flammable gas found in six samples of air taken by an inspector 
in the air current in that airway at intervals of not less than 
a fortnight exceeds one quarter ;

Provided that, in case of a mine which is liable to spon­
taneous combustion of coal, a p>lace shall be deemed to be in a 
fit state for working or passing therein, notwithslanding that 
the air contains either less than nineteen per cent, of oxygen 
or more than one-and-a-quarter per cent, of carbon dioxide, if 
the mine has been exempted by order of the Secretary of State, 
and the conditions on which the exemption is granted are 
complied witli.

30 . — (1) General regidations under this Act shall provide Classification 
for the classification of mines according to the amount of the pu^^ea 
inflammable and noxious gases in the main return airway, and ventilation, 
tlie amount of air passing into a mine shall not be less than
such amount as may be prescribed by the general regulations 
as respects mines of the class to which the mine belongs.

(2) The obligation imposed by this section shall be in 
addition to, and not in substitution for, the obligation to provide . 
an adequate amount of ventilation imposed by the last foregoing 
section.

31. - ( 1 )  Where a fire is used for ventilation in any mine, Eequiremcnta 
the return air shall be carried off clear of the fire by means of
a  dumb drift or airway, unless the mine is one in which methods of 
inflammable gas is unknown. ventilation.

(2) Where a mechanical contrivance for ventilation is used 
at any mine, it shall not be placed beneath tlie surface :

Provided that this provision shall not be construed as 
preventing mechanical contrivances for ventilation being placed 
underground either—

(a) when such contrivances are auxiliarj'- only and the 
contrivance whereby the main ventilation is produced 
is placed on the surface and is capable of producing 
such amount of ventilation as, in an emergency, would 
be sufficient for the safetj  ̂ of the persons employed 
underground ; or

(h) when such contrivances afford a complete additional 
system of ventilation, and when a complete ventilating 
appliance is provided on the surface capable of pro­
ducing such sufficient amount of ventilation as 
aforesaid and immediately available for use in the 
event of accident, and is kept in an effective condition 
and is used once at least in each week. .
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(3) After the first day of January, nineteen hundred and 
thirteen, or such later date as, in view of the circumstances of 
the mine, may be fixed by the inspector of tlie division, there 
shall, in every mine in which a mechanical contrivance for 
ventilation is used, be provided and maintained in a condition 
to be put into immediate operation adequate means for reversing 
the air current.

(4) No fire shall be used below ground for ventilation in- 
any mine or seam newly opened after the passing of this Act, 
except in the case of a small mine, in which the upcast shaft 
contains no inflammable material.

Safety Lamps.
32.— (l)*N o lamp or light other than a locked safety lamp 

shall be allowed or used—
(а) in any seam, where the air current

from any ventilating district in 
normally to contain more than one 
inflammable gas; or

(б) in any seam (except in the main intake
two hundred yards from the shaft) 
explosion of iliflaimnable gas causing 
injury whatever has occurred within 
twelve months, unless an exemption is 
Secretary of State on the ground that, on account of the 
special character of the mine, the use of safety lamps 
is not required ;

(c) in any place in a mine in which there is likely to be any 
such quantity of inflammable gas as to lender the use 
of naked lights dangerous ;

{d) in any working near to or approaching a place in which 
there is likely to be an accumulation ■of inflammable 
gas ;

(e) in any place where tile use of safety lamps is required by  
the regulations of the mine :

Provided that—
(ij subject always to the provisions of tliis Act and any 

regulations made thereunder as to the use of elec­
tricity in mines, electric lamps, if enclosed in airtight 
fittings apd having the lamp globes hermetically 
sealed, may ’ be used on main haulage roads .or 
elsewhere wdthin such limits as may be fixed by the 
regulations of the mine ; and •

(ii) for the purpose of paragraph (&) of this sxibsection an 
explosion occurring before the commencement of this 
Act shall not be taken into account.

(2) Where, in pursuance of this Act or the regulations of the 
mine, the use of safety lamps has been introduced in any part 
of a ventilating district, it shall not be lawful to use naked lights 
in any other part of the same ventilating district situated 
between the place where such lamps are used and the return
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airway, except when the nse of safety lamps in that part of the 
district was introduced as a temporary precaution, and the con­
ditions are not such as to render necessary the introduction of 
the use of safety lamps throughout the district.

(3) Where, in pursuance of this Act or the regulations of the 
mine, the use of safety lamps has been introduced otherwise than 
as a temporary precaution against appreliended danger in any 
part of a mine, no lamp or light, other than a locked safety 
lamp, shall subsequently be allowed or used in that part without 
the sanction of the inspector of the division, which sanction shall 
not be withheld unreasonably, and any question as to whether 
such sanction has been unreasonablj' witliheld shall be determined 
in manner provided by this Act for settling disputes.

(4) The average percentage of inflammable gas found in 
six samples of air taken by an inspector in the air current in 
the return airway in the ventilating district at intervals of not 
less than a fortnight shall, for the puiposes of this section, be 
deemed to be the percentage normally contained in the air.

(5) Where safety lamps are required, in pursuance of this 
section, to be used in any seam, they shall also be used in any 
cross-measure drift connected with that seam.

33. Wherever safety lamps are required by this Act or the Construction of 
regulations of the mine to be used, no safety lamp shall, after safety lamps, 
the first day of January nineteen hundred and thirteen be used
by any person employed in the mine, unless it is provided by 
the owner of the mine, and is of a type for the time being 
approved, as respects the class of mines to which the mine 
belongs, by the Secretary of State.

34. — (1) In any mine or part of a mine in which safety Examination 
lamps are required b}̂  this Act or the regulations of the mine of safety lamps 
to be used—

(ij A  safety lamp shall not be used, unless it has, since last 
in use, been thoroughly examined at the surface by a 
competent person appointed in writing by the manager 
for the purpose and found by him in safe working 
order and securely locked, and a record shall be kept 
of the men to whom the several lamps are given out ;

(ii) A  competent person appointed in writing by the manager
for the purpose shall also examine every lamp on its 
being returned, and, if on such an examination any 
lamp is found to be damaged, he shall record the 
nature of the damage in a book to be kept at the mine 
for the purpose, and the damage shall be deemed to 
have been due to the neglect or default of the person 
to whom the lamp was given out, unless he proves that 
the damage was due to no fault of his own and that he 
immediately gave notice of the damage to the fireman, 
examiner, or deputy, or some other official of the mine 
appointed in writing by the manager for the purpose :

(iii) A safety lamp shall not be unlocked except at an
appointed lamp station (which shall not be in a return
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ainvay) Ly a competent person appointed in writing by 
tlie manager for the purpose, nor, except in the case of 
electric hand lamps, shall it be relighted except by 
such a peison at an appointed lamp station after 
examination by him, and no person other than such 
person as aforesaid shall have in his possession any 
contrivance for relighting or opening the lock of any 
safety lam p:

(iv) No part of a safety lamp shall be removed bj* any person 
whilst the lamp is in ordinary use.

(2) Where, in any such mine or part of a mine as aforesaid, 
any damage is caused to a lamp through the neglect or default 
of the person to whom the lamp was given out, that person shall 
be guilty of an offence against this Act.

35 .— (1) In any mine or part of a mine in which safety 
lamps are required by this Act or the regulations of the mine 
to be used, no person shall have in his possession any lucifer 
match nor a-ny apparatus of any kind for producing a light or 
spark except so far as may be authorised for the purjjose of shot 
firing or relighting lamps by an order made by the Secretary of 
State, or any cigar, cigqrette, pipe, or contrivance for smoking.

(2) The manager of a mine in which, or in any part of which, 
safety lamps are required by this Act or by the regulations of 
the mine to be used, shall, for the purpose of ascertaining before 
the persons employed below ground in the mine or in the part 
of the mine, as die case may be, commence work whether they 
have in their possession any lucifer match or such apparatus as 
aforesaid or cigar, cigarette, pipe, or contrivance for smoking, 
cause either all those persons, or such of them as maj  ̂be selected 
on a system approved by the inspector of the division, to be 
searched in the prescribed manner after or immediately before 
entering the mine or that part of the mine.

(3) No person shall search any workmen in pursuance of this 
section, unless he has previousl3̂  given an opportunity to some 
two workmen employed in the mine to search himself, and no 
lucifer match, or such apparatus as aforesaid, and no cigar, 
cigarette, pipe, or contrivance for smoking, has been found on 
him.

(4) Any person >vho refuses to allow himself to be searched 
in accordance with the foregoing provision shall be guilty of an 
offence against tliis Act, and shall not be allowed to enter the 
mine, or the part of a mine, as the case may be, and any person 
who, on being searched is found to have in his possession any of 
.the articles prohibited under this section, shall be guilty of an 
offence against this Act.

Shafts and Winding.
Requii-emeiits 3 6 .—(1) There must be in every mine at least two shafts or 
^̂ ouUutb* outlets, with which every seam for the time being at Avork in the 

mine shall have a communication, so that such shafts or outlets 
shall afford separate means of ingress and egress available to the
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persons employed in everj’- sucli seam, wlietlier tlie shafts or 
outlets belong to the same mine or to more than one mine.

(2) Such two shafts or outlets must not at any point be 
nearer to one another than fifteen yards, and there shall be 
between them a conununication not less than four feet wide 
and four feet high.

(3) Every part of the mine in which ên or more persons 
are employed at the same time shall be provided with at least 
two ways affording means of egress to the surface, and so arranged 
that, in the event of either becoming impassable at any point, 
the other will afford means of egress to the surface.

(4) No person shall be precluded by any agreement from 
doing such acts as may be necessary for compljdng with the 
foregoing provisions of this section, or be liable under any con­
tract to any injunction, damages, penalty, or forfeiture for doing 
such acts as may be necessary in order to comply therewith.

(5) The foregoing provisions of this section shall not apply—
(i) in the case of a new mine or seam being opened—

(а) to any working for the purpose of making 
a communication between two or more shafts or 
outlets; or

(б) to any working lor the purpose of searcliing 
for or proving minerals ;

so long as not more than twenty persons are employed 
below ground at any one time in the whole of the 
different seams in connexion with a single shaft or 
outlet; nor

(ii) to any proved mine, so long as it is exempted by order
of the Secretary of State on the ground either—

(a) that the quantity of mineral proved is not 
sufficient to repay the outlay which would be 
occasioned by sinking or making a second shaft 
or outlet, or by establishing communication with 
a second shaft or outlet, in any case where such 
communication existed and has become unavail­
able ; or

{h) that the workings in any seam of the mine 
have reached the boundary of the propertj^ or the 
extremity of the mineral field of which that seam 
is a part, and that it is expedient to work away 
the pillars already formed in course of the ordinaiy 
working, notwithstanding that one of the shafts 
or outlets may be cut off by so working away the 
pillars of that seam ;

and so long as not more than twenty persons are 
employed below ground at any one time in the whole 
of the different seams in connexion -with a single 
shaft or outlet: nor

(iii) to any mine—
(a) while a shaft 

being made; or
IS being sunk, or an outlet
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(h) one of tlie shafts or outlets of which has 
become, by reason of some accident, unavailable 
for the use of the persons emploj^ed in the mine ; 

so long as the mine is exempted by order of the 
Secretary of State, and as the conditions (if any) 
annexed to the order of exemption are duly observed.

(6) The foregoing provisions of this section requiring the 
two shafts or outlets of a mine to be separated by a distance 
of not less than fifteen yards shall not apply to any mine which 
is provided with two shafts sunk before the first day of January 
eighteen hundred and sixty-five, and at that time separated by 
a distance of less than ten feet, or commenced to be sunk before 
the first day of January eighteen hundred and eighty-eight, and 
separated by a distance of ten feet or upwards, but less than 
fifteen yards.

(7) The foregoing provisions of this section as to the 
dimensions of the communications between two shafts or outlets 
shall not apply to any mine or class of mines for the time being 
exenjpted therefrom by order of the Secretary of State by reason 
of the thinness of the seams or other exigencies affecting that 
mine or class of mines, and so long as the conditions (if any) 
annexed to the order of exemption are duly qbserved.

37. — (1) Every entrance to any place below ground in a mine 
which is not in actual use or course of working or extension 
shall be kept securely fenced across the whole width of the 
entrance, so as to prevent persons inadvertently entering the 
same.

(2) The top of every shaft which for the time being is out 
of use, or used only as a v’entilating shaft, shall be kept securely 
fenced.

(3) The top and bottom of every working, ventilating, or 
pumping shaft, and all entrances into the workings therefrom, 
shall be kept securely fenced, but this shall not be taken to 
forbid the temporary removal of the fence for the purpose of 
repairs or other operations if proper precautions are used.

38. Every working or pumping shaft and every such shaft 
in the course of being sunk shall be securely cased or lined, or 
otherwise made secure.

Option of uFing 39 . Where of the two shafts communicating with a seam 
downcast shaft.  ̂ furnace shaft, and both shafts are provided with

apparatus in use for raising and lowering persons, every person 
employed in the seam shall, on giving reasonable notice, have 
the option of using the downcast shaft.

40 .— (1) Proper and separate apparatus for raising or 
■ lowering persons to or from the stnface, of such a character as 

may be prescribed by the regulations of the mine, shall be kept 
at each of the two shafts or outlets required by the foregoing 
provisions of this Act, and at any other shaft or outlet for the 
time being jn  tise for the purpose of ingress or egress, and such

Securing of 
shafts.

Provision of
winding
apparatus.
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apparatus, if not in actual use, shall he constantly available for 
use, and no person shall, except, for the purposes of sinking 
operations or for the purpose of examining or repairing the 
shafts or outlets or the machinery or appliances therein, or for 
the purpose of accompanying animals or bulky material which 
cannot be raised or lowered in a cage, or where a written 
exemption is given by the inspector of th(i division, be raised 
or lowered otherwise than in a cage constructed in accordance 
with the provisions of this section :

Provided tliat this subsection shall not apply to any outlet 
by which persons can walk into or out of the mine otherwise 
than by ladders.

(2) Where the apparatus ordinarily used for raising or 
lowering persons to or from the surface is worked by mechanical 
power it shall, if the shaft is vertical, be provided with a 
detaching hook, and, if the shaft is more than one hundred 
yards in depth, shall also be provided with an < f̂fective automatic 
contrivance to prevent o\'erwinding.

The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to any mine 
or class of mine which is exempted by the Secretary of State 
on the ground of the special circumstances of the mine or class 
o f mine, and shall come into operation on tlie first day of July 
nineteen hundred and thirteen or such later date as, in view of 
the circumstances of the mine, may be fixed by the inspector of 
the division.

(3) Guides shall Ive provided in the case of every working 
shaft over fifty yards in depth, and, in the case of every shaft in 
the course of being sunk, over one hundred yards in depth, 
unless a written exemption is given by the inspector of the 
division.

(4) Keps for supporting tlie cage when at rest shall be 
provided at the surface level where mineral is usually unloaded, 
but shall not be provided at any intermediate landings in the 
shaft. The keps provided at the surface level, and also the 
keps, if any, provided at the bottom of the shaft, shall be used 
when persons are entering or leaving the cage.

The foregoing requirement as to the provision of keps shall 
not apply to a system of winding by means of a single rope 
where the cages are held by the friction of the rope on the 
winding sheave.

(5) Every winding rope shall be recapped at intervals of not 
more than six months in accordance with general regulations 
under this Act, and no winding rope which has been in use for 
more than three and a half years or which has been spliced shall 
be used few raising or lowering persons.

(6) Every engine used for raising or lowering persons shall 
be completely separated by a substantial partition from every 
other engine used for that purpose at the same time, and from 
machinery used for any purpose other than for raising or 
lowering i)ersons, unless a written exemption is given by the 
inspector of the division.
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(7) Every cage shall be provided with catches or other 
suitable contrivance to prevent tubs falling out, and, if used for 
lowering or raising persons, shall be covered in completely at the 
top and closed in at the two sides in a sufficient manner to 
prevent persons or things from projecting beyond the sides, and 
.shall be provided wuth sfiitable gates or other rigid fences and 
Avith a rigid hand-bar fixed in a position Avhere it can be easily 
reached by all persons in the cage.

(8) Rods shall not be used for attaching a cage to the 
winding roj)e unless connected with the cage througli the 
medium of an efficient spring.

(9) There shall be on the drum of every apparatus used for 
lowering or raising persons such flanges or horns, and also, if 
the drum is conical, such other appliances as shall effectively 
prevent the rope from slipping.

(10) Where the apparatus used for lowering or raising 
persons is worked by mechanical power, there shall be provided 
one or more brakes of sufficient power by themselves to hold 
tlie cage when loaded at any point in the shaft, and a proper 
indicator (in addition to any mark on the rope) showing to the 
person Avho works the machine, on a dial or in some sufficient 
manner, the position of the cage in the shaft and placed in such 
a position as to be easily seen by him at the same time as the 
marks on the rope.

If the drum is not on the crank shaft, there shall be an 
adequate brake on the drum shaft.

(11) No minerals, tubs, timber, or other materials, and no 
implements or tools other than scientific instruments, shall be 
raised or lowered whilst persons are being raised or lowered in 
the same shaft, whether in the same cage or n ot:

Provided that—
(a) this subsection shall not apply in the case of men 

Avorking in the shafts, or in the case of men 
accompanying animals or bulky materials which 
cannot be raised or loAvered in a cage ; and 

(h) AA’here a shaft is divided throughout by a substantial 
partition, each section of the shaft shall, for the 
purpose of the provisions of this subsection, be 
deemed to be a separate shaft.

41. Every working shaft and every shaft in the course of 
being sunk shall, if exceeding twenty-five yards in depth, be 
proAuded with some proper means of communicating distinct 
and definite signals from and to the bottom of the shaft, and 
from and to every entrance for the time being in use between 
the surface and the bottom of the shaft, to and from the surface.

Travelling Roads and Haulage.
42 . — (1) For eA-̂ ery seam in a mine newly opened after the 

commencement of this Act and not being a mine exempted from 
this provision by general regulations under this Act, there shall 
he provided (except within such distance from the shaft as may
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be fixed by tbe regulations of the mine) two main intake airways, 
which shall be of such size and shall be maintained in such 
condition as to afford a ready means of ingress to and egress 
from the workings, and one of which shall not be used for tlie 
haulage of coal.

General regulations shall be made under this Act for 
determining the classes of mines which ought, having regard to 
their natural condition, to be exempted from tlie foregoing 
provision, and those regulations shall also provide for the 
exemption of any mine in which the number of persons employed 
underground does not at any one time exceed .one hundred or 
which is naturally wet throughout.

(2) For every seam in a mine newly opened after the 
commencement of this Act which is exempted by general 
regulations from-the foregoing provisions of this section, and for 
every seam in a mine opened before the passing of this Act, 
there shall be provided two main airways, which shall be of 
such size and shall be maintained in such condition as to afford 
a ready means of ingress to and egress from the workings.

(3) In the case of every mine or seam newly opened after the 
commencement of this Act, all stoppings between main intake 
airways and main return airways and all air-crossings shall so 
far as practicable be so constructed as not to be liable to be 
destroj^ed in the event of an explosion, and general regulations 
may be made under this Act providing for the manner in which 
such stoppings and air crossings are to be constructed.

(4) Where, in the case of any mine or seam newly opened 
after the passing of this Act, the air-current in the main return 
airway is found normally to contain more than one half per cent, 
of inflammable gas, that airway shall not (except for the purpose 
of removing any coal gotten in the operation of enlarging or 
repairing the airway, or within a distance of three hundred yards 
from the shaft) be used for the haulage of coal.

For the purpose of this provision, the average percentage of 
inflammable gas found in six samples of air taken by an inspector 
in the air-current at intervals of not less than a fortnight shall 
be deemed to be the percentage normallj' contained iji the 
air-current.

(5) In the case of every mine newly opened after the 
commencement of this Act, the main airways, if driven in the 
same seam, shall be so arranged that they shall not, at any point, 
except for the purpose of crossing, or within a distance of three 
hundred yards from the shafts, or such other distance from the 
shafts as may be fixed by the regulations of the mine, be less 
than such distances apart as shall be fixed by the regulations of 
the'mine, and the distances from one another of the connexions 
between the main airways shall not be less than the minimum 
distance specified in those regulations.

43.— (1) On and after the first day of January, nineteen Provisions as 
hundred and fourteen, no person, other than an official of the travelling 
mine or a person employed on the road in connexion with the roads' 
haulage, or a person engaged in carrying out any repairing work
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requiring to be carried out forthwith, shall, while the haulage 
is in motion, travel on foot on any haulage road on which the 
haulage is worked by gravity or mechanical power, except—

(a) Where there is provided on one side of the road a clear 
space of at least two feet in width between the tubs 
and that side of the road, and the rate of haulage is 
not more than ten miles an hour ; or 

Where, in the case of a haulage road in which such a 
clear space as aforesaid is not provided, the rate of 
haulage is not more than three miles an hour and 
the gradient does not exceed one in twelve, or in 
respect of any part of the road not exceeding one 
hundred yards in length, one in nine, and the space 
between the tracks of rail, where there is more tlian 
one track, is kept clear of obstructions :

Provided that—
(i) in the case of a haidage road in which such 

a clear space as aforesaid has been provided, but 
the space so provided has in some part of it been 
reduced to a width of less than two feet by reason 
of some cause over wdiich the owner, agent, or 
manager of the mine has no control, the foregoing 
prohibition shall not apply during the time (not 
exceeding the time reasonably required for the 
purpose) during which the repairs necessary for 
restoring the width to two feet are being carried 
o u t ; an(f

(ii) the exception herein-before contained as 
respects haulage roads in which no such clear 
space as aforesaid is provided shall apply only in 
the case of mines opened before the commence­
ment of this Act or mines in which the character 
of the strata makes it unreasonable to require such 
a clear space to be provided.

If any question arises as to whether the character 
of the strata in any mine makes it unreasonable to 
require a clear space to be provided, that question 
shall be determined in the manner provided by this 
Act for settling disputes.

Where the haulage is worked by gravity or mechanical 
no person shall be allowed to ride on sets or trains of

(2) 
power,
tubs except—

(a) a person travelling on a set or train for the purpose of 
detaching or attaching tubs from or to the haulage 
rope, if that set or train is not proceeding at a 
higher speed than three miles an hour ; or 

(h) men being conveyed, with the written permission of the 
manager or under-manager, to or from their w'ork at 
the commencement or end of their employment 
{including any person in charge of a set or train of 
tubs on which men are being so conveyed); or 

(c) the driver of a locomotive.
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(3) In all places where sets or trains consisting of three or 
more tubs are coupled or uncoupled, there shall be a clear space 
of at least two feet between tubs standing on any rails and the 
side of the road nearest to those rails:

Provided that—
'n'> where there are two parallel lipes of rails, the fore­

going provision shall not apply if there is a clear 
space of at least three feet between tubs standing on 
those rails; and

{b} where, in the case of any existing mine, compliance 
with the requirements of this subsection would 
necessitate the removal of arching or other masomy 
work, or where, in the case of any mine, sets or 
trains of tubs are coupled or uncoupled at the face, 
or at tlie pass-bye next the face, other provisions 
for securing safety may be substituted by the 
regulations of the mine for those requirements.

The provisions of this subsection shall come into operation 
on the first day of January, nineteen hundred and thirteen :

Provided that this subsection shall not apply to any district 
in any mine as res])ects which the Secretary of State is satisfied 
that it will be worked out within three years from the com­
mencement of this Act.

(4) In measuring any clear space for the purposes of this 
section, any props or other supports of the roof projectiiig 
beyond the side of the road shall be deemed to form part of the 
side.

44.— (1) Every haulage road on which the haulage is worked Provision of 
by gravity or mechanical power, shall be provided with sufficient 
refuge holes at intervals of not more than ten yards, but, if the 
gradient does not exceed one in twenty, and either such a clear 
space as aforesaid is provided or the rate of haulage is not more 
than three miles an hour, it sliall be sufficient if the intervals are 
not more than twenty yards.

12) Every haulage road on which the haulage is worked by 
animal power shall be provided with sufficient refuge holes at 
intervals of not more than twenty-five yards.

( 3) Every refuge hole shall be—
(a) as near as may be three feet in width and not less 

than four feet in depth ;
b) not less in height than the height of the haulage road

at the point where the hole is, or six feet, whichever 
is the less ;

c) if such a clear space as aforesaid is provided, on the
same side of the road as that space ;

(J) if no such clear space as aforesaid is provided, on the 
same side of the road as the other refuge holes, or 
where the road is on a curve, on the outer side of 
the curve;

( )̂ marked with a distinctive number ;
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(f) if necessary to make it readily visible, constantly kept
whitewaslied botli inside and for a distance of not 
less tlian one foot round the aperture ;

(g) kept clean..
(1) Nothing shall be placed in any refuge hole or across the 

entrance thereto so as to impede ingress.
(5) Notwithstanding anything in this section, it shall not be 

necessary to provide refuge holes on any road within twenty-five 
yards of the working face.

45. — (1) Every travelling road shall be of adequate height, 
and, if the height of any such road appears to the inspector of 
the division to be inadequate, he may require that the height be 
increased to such extent as he thinks proper, and the manager 
shall comply with the requisition unless he disputes the reason­
ableness thereof, in which case the dispute shah, be settled in 
manner provided by this Act for settling disputes.

(2) Every road on which a horse or other animal is used 
underground or by which it has to pass to get to its work shall 
be of sufficient dimensions to allow the horse or other animal to 
pass without rubbing itself or its harness against the roof or 
sides or the bars or props supporting the roof or sides..

46 . — (1) Every rope used for haulage which is capped shall 
be recapped at intervals of not more than six months in 
accordance with general regulations under this Act.

(2) Sufficient and suitable sprags, lockers, or drags shall be 
provided and used for the purpose of holding a tub or set of 
tubs—

(a) at the top of every incline on which the haulage is 
worked by gravity;

(6) at every place where sets or trains consisting of three or
more tubs are coupled or uncoupled ;

(c) on all roads or parts of roads where the gradient exceeds 
one in twenty, and the haidage is worked by animal 
power.

(3) Stop blocks or other similar contrivances shall be provided 
at the top of every incline on which the haulage, not being 
endless-rope or endlessrchain haulage, is worked by gravity, and 
at every entrance thereto by which tubs are brought on to the 
incline.

(4) On every* haulage road where mechanical haulage, not 
being endless-rope or endless-chain haulage, is used, and where 
the gradient exceeds one in twelve—

(a) runaway switches or other suitable contrivances shall be 
provided where the use thereof is practicable to prevent 
accidents in the event of a tub running away;

(h) there shall be provided and attached to an ascending tub 
or set of tubs a back-stay or other suitable contrivance 
for preventing the tub running back ;
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(c) over-chains, bridle-chains, or other suitable appliances 
shall be provided to prevent tubs in which persons 
are being conveyed from becoming disconnected and 
running away.

47. Every haulage road shall l)e kept clear as far as possible Clearance of
of pieces of coal and other obstructions. haulage roads.

48. Every haulage road on which persons travel and on Provision of 
which the haulage is worked by gravity or mechanical power
shall be provided (if exceeding thirty yards in length) with ° 
some proper means of communicating distinct and definite 
signals between all regular stopping places and the ends of the 
road.

Suppo7-t o f Hoof and Sides.
49. The roof and sides of every travelling road and working Securing of 

place shall be made secure, and a person shall not, unless roofs and sides, 
appointed for the purpose of exploring or repairing, travel on or
work in any travelling road or working place which is not so 
made secure.

50. — (1) Where props or props and bars or chocks are used Systematic 
to support the roof at the working face, tlie roof under which
any work of getting coal or filling tubs is carried on shall be 
systematically and adequately supported, and the props or chocks 
shall be set at such regular intervals and in such manner as 
may be specified in the notice herein-after mentioned.

(2) Holing props or sprags shall be set as soon as practicable, 
and shall be set at such regular intervals and in such manner 
as may be specified in tlie notice herein-after mentioned, and 
shall not be removed until the coal is about to be taken down 
and before the roof supports (if any) have been advanced in 
the manner specified in the notice.

(3) In all parts of a roadway in which sets or trains con­
sisting of three or more tubs are coupled or uncoupled, the roof 
and sides shall be systematically and adequately supported, and 
in such parts and in all other parts of the roadway the roof 
or sides of which require to be supported, if props or bars are 
used as supports, such supports shall be set at sucli regular 
intervals and in such manner as may be specified in the notice 
herein-after mentioned.

(4) The manager shall, by notice, specify the manner in which 
the supports are to be set and advanced, and the maximum 
intervals to be observed on roadways between the supports, and 
at the face—

(a) between each row of props ;
(b) between adjacent props in the same row ; •
(c) between the front row of props and the face ;
(d) between the holing props or sprags ;
(e) between chocks;

Provided that the interval between holing props or sprags shall 
in no case exceed six feet. .

T 2
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15) If tlip inspector of the division considers that tlie system 
of supporting the roof and sides adfipted in any part of a mine 
is unsatisfactor}^, either by reason of the distances fixed or any 
of th^m being excessive or otherwise, he may require the 
manager to fix some less distance or otherwise modify the 
system, and the manager shall comply wdth the requisition 
unless he disjmtes the reasonableness thereof, in which case the 
dispute shall be settled in manner provided by this Act for 
settling disputes.

(6) This section shall not apply to the mines of stratified 
ironstone in the Cleveland district or of thick coal in the South 
Staffordshire district or to mines in any other district as respects 
which the Secretary of State is satisfied that similar conditions 
jirevail.

(7) Nothing in this section shall preveilt a workman from
‘ setting supports in his working place at more frequent intervals

than those specified in the notice aforesaid, where necessary for 
safety.

Supply of crops 51. Where the work of erecting tlie supports of the roof 
and bars. sides of working places is done by the workmen employed

therein, a sufficient supply of timber or other materials suitable 
for supports shall be kept at or within ten yards of every 
working place where, in pursuance of this Act, supports are 
required to be erected, and also at the pass-bye, siding, or 
other similar place in the mine convenient to the workmen ; 
and it shall be the duty of the firemen, examiners, or deputies 
to see that such sufficient supply is so kept, and any working 
place in which such a sufficient supply is not kept shall not be 
deemed to be safe for the purpose of the provisions of this Act. 
Sufficient timber or other materials as aforesaid, to enable the 
firemen, examiners, or deputies to see that the provisions of this 
section are complied wdth shall be constantly provided.

Withdrawal 
and removal 
of supports.

52.— (1) In any part of a mine where any work is being 
carried out Avhich necessitates the removal of roof supports, 
temporary supports shall, in aU cases, be set so as to secure the 
safety of the persons employed.

(2) Props shall not be withdrawn from the waste or goaf or 
from under a roof whJch appears to a fireman, examiner, or 
deputy to be insecure Otherwise than by means of a safety 
contrivance, and it shall be the duty of the firemen, examiners, 
and deputies to examine all roofs from under which props are 
about to be withdrawn with a view to determining whether the 
props ought to be withdrawn by means of a safety contrivance.

Signallimj.
Signalling. 53.— (̂ 1) The general code of signals in mines shall be such

uniform code as may be prescribed by general regulations under 
this Act. <
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(2) There shall be in attendance at the top of every shaft by 
•which any persons are about to be lowered into the mine a 
competent person for the purpose of receiving and transmitting 
signals, and, as long as pemons are in the mine below gi-ound, 
a competent person shall be in constant attendance for that 
purpose at the top of the shaft from which such persons are 
to be raised and, unless ail the persons in the mine are officials 
or peraons authorised in writing by the manager to give signals, 
at ever>̂  entrance from the workings in which such persons are 
engaged into the shaft from which persons are raised.

(3) All signals, other than those relating to underground 
haulage, transmitted to the surface shall be transmitted simul­
taneously to the engineman and to the persons stationed as 
aforesaid at the top of the shaft.

54. Such means of telephonic communication between Telephonic 
t parts of a mine shall 

by the regulations of the mine.
different parts of a mine shall be provided as may be required c o m m u n ic a ­tion.

Provisi:>ns us to Machincnj.

55. Every fly-wheel and all exposed and dangerous parts of Fencing 
the machinery used in or about the mine shall be kept securely “machinery.
fenced.

56.— (1) Every steam boiler used for generating steam in Boiiem. 
or about a mine must, whether separate or one t>f a range—

(a) have attached to it, a proper safetj'-valve, and also a 
proper steam-gauge and water-gauge, to show respec­
tively the pressure of steam and the height of tvater in 
each boiler; and

(fe) be examined thoroughly by a competent person at least 
once in every fourteen months ; and 

(c) be cleaned out and examined internally, as far as the 
construction of the boiler will permit, by the person in 
charge of it once at least in every three months.

(2) Every such boiler, safety-valve, steam-gauge, and water- 
gauge must be maintained in proper working condition, and all 
water-gauges shall be adequately protected by a covering or 
guard unless so constructed as to be equally safe to the persons 
employed whether so protected or not.

(3) A report of the result of ever}'' examination under this 
section in the prescribed form and containing the prescribed 
jjarticulars, shall, within fourteen days, be entered into or attached 
to a book to be kept at the mine for the purpose, and the report 
shall be signed by the person making the examination, and, if 
tliat person is an inspector of a boiler inspecting company or 
association, by the chief engineer of the company or association.

(4) The foregoing provisions of this section shall not apply 
to the boiler of any locomotive which belongs to and is used bj' 
any railway company.
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(5) A  steam boiler shall not be placed under ground in any 
mine after the passing of this Act.

57. - ( l )  A competent male person not less than twenty-two 
years of age shall he apjiointed in ■writing by the manager for 
the purpose of working the machinery which is employed in 
lowering and raising persons from or to the surface, and a person 
so appointed for that purpose is in this Act referred to as a 
winding engineman.

(2) A winding engineman shall attend for the purpose afore­
said during the whole time that any person is below ground in 
the mine.

(3) After the prescribed date and except as may be provided 
by general regulations under this Act, a winding engineman 
shall not be employed for more than eight hours in any one day, 
and provision shall be made bj’  ̂general regulations for requiring 
particulars to be recorded in a book kept at the mine with 
respect to the hours of employment of winding enginemen.

(4) Where on any haulage road the haulage is effected by 
means of any machinery worked either by mechanical power or 
by animal or manual labour, the person in charge of such 
machinery, and, if person^ are being conveyed, the person in 
charge of any part of the machinery, ropes, chains, or tackle 
connected therewith, must be a competent male person not less 
than eighteen years of age. The foregoing provision shall not 
apply in the case of machinery worked by an engine of not 
more than ten horse-power, and used f<jr the purpose of hauling 
mineral from the face.

Where the machinery is -w'orked by an animal, the person 
under whose direction the driver of the animal acts shall for the 
purposes of this section be deemed to be the person in charge 
of the machinerjn

58. Except -with the permission of the Secretary of State, 
no internal combustion engine shall be newly introduced under­
ground in any coal mine after the passing of this Act.

59. Every steam engine room and boiler gallery and motor 
room in or about a mine shall be provided with at least two 
proper means of egress.

Electricity.
60. — (1) Electricity shall not be used in any part of a mine 

where, on account of the risk of explosion of gas or coal dust, 
the use of electricity Avould be dangerous to life, and, if the 
owner of a mine, on being required by an inspector of the 
division not to use, or to desist from using, electricity in the 
mine or any part thereof on such ground as aforesaid, refuses 
to do so, the question as to the application of this section to 
the mine or part thereof shall be settled in manner provided 
by this Act for settling disputes.
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(2) I f at any time in any place in the mine the jiercentage 
of inflammable gas in the general body of the air in that place 
is found to exceed one and a quarter, the electric current shall 
at once be cut off from all cables and other electrical apparatus 
in that place, and shall not be switched on again as long as 
the percentage of inflammable gas exceeds that amount:

Provided that nothing in this subsection shall apply to any 
telephone or signalling wires or instruments as long as the 
conditions prescribed with reference to the installation and use 
of such wires and instruments are complied with, nor to any 
electric hand-lamps of a type for the time being approved.

(3) When any question under this section is to be settled 
in the manner provided by this Act for settling disputes, the 
owner shall, pending the settlement of the question, comply with 
the requirement of the inspector subject to an appeal to the 
chief inspector.

(4) The use of electricity in any mine shall be subject to 
general regulations under this Act.

Explosives.
61.— (1) The Secretary of State may, by order of which Explosives, 

notice shall be given in such manner as he may direct, regulate 
the supply, use, and storage of any explosives at mines or any 
class of mines, and may, by any such order, prohibit the use of 
any explosive which appears to him of a kind to be or to be 
likely to become dangerous in mines or any class of mines, either 
absolutely or subject to such conditions as may be prescribed by 
the order.

(2) No explosives shall be taken into or used in any mine 
except explosives provided by the owner, and the price, if anjq 
charged by the owner to the workman for any explosives so 
provided shall not exceed the aetual net cost to tlie owner.

Prevention o f Coal Dust.
62. In every mine, unless the floor, roof, and sides of the 

roads are naturally wet tliroughout,—
(1) arrangements shall be made to prevent, as far as prac­

ticable, coal dust from the screens entering the 
downcast shaft; and, in the case of a mine newly 
opened after the passing of this Act, no plant for the 
screening or sorting of coal shall be situated witliin 
a distance of eighty yards from any downcast shaft 
unless a written exemption is given by the inspector 
of the division;

(2) the tubs shall be so constructed and maintained as to
prevent, as far as practicable, coal dust escaping 
through the sides, ends, or floor of the tubs, but any 
tub which was in use in any mine at the date of 
the passing of this Act may, notwithstanding that it

Prevention of 
coal (lust.
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is not so constructed, continue to be used in tliat mine 
for a period of five j’cars from the said date ;

(3) the floor, roof and sides of the roads shall he systematic­
ally cleared so as to prevent, as far as practicable, coal 
dust accumulating ;

(4) such systematic steps, either by way of watering or
otherwise, as may be laid down by the regulations of 
the mine shall be taken to prevent explosions of coal 
dust occurring or being carried along the roads ;

(5' the roads shall be examined daily and a report (to be 
recorded in a book kept at the mine for the purpose 
made on their condition as to coal dust and on the 
steps'taken to mitigate danger arising therefrom.

Appointment 
of stations.

In.speotions 
before com­
mencing work.

Inspections as to Safety.

63. For the purpose of the inspections before tlie com­
mencement of work in a shift herein-after mentioned, one or 
more stations shall be appointed at the entrance to the mine or 
to different parts of the mine, as the case may require, and no 
workman shall pass beyond any such station until the part of 
the mine beyond that station has been examined and rej>orted 
to be safe in manner herein-after mentioned.

6 4 . — (1) The firemen, examiners, or deputies of a mine shall, 
within such time not exceeding two hours immediately l^efore 
the commencement of work in a shift as may be fixed by the 
regulations of the mine, inspect every part of the mine situated 
beyond the station or each of the stations, and in which work­
men are to work or pass during that shift, and all working 
jdaces in which work is temporarily stopped within any venti­
lating district in which the men have to work, and shall 
ascertain the condition thereof so far as the presence of gas, 
ventilation, roof and sides, anc( general safety are concerned.

(2) Except in the case of a mine in which inflammable gas 
is unknown, the inspection shall be made with a locked safety 
lamp, and no other light shall be used during the inspection.

(3) A full and accurate report specifying whether or not, 
and where, if any, noxious or inflammable gas was found, and 
whether or not any, and, if any, what defects in roofs or sides 
and other sources of danger were observed, shall be recorded 
without delaj"̂  in a book to be kept at the mine for the purpose, 
and accessible to the workmen, and such report shall be signed 
by, and, so far as the same does not consist of printed matter, 
shall be in the handwriting of, the person who made the 
inspection.

(4) For the purpose of the foregoing provisions of this 
section, two or more shifts succeeding one another so that work 
is carried on without any inteiwal are to be deemed to be one 
shift.
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65. A similar inspection sliall be inade twice at least in the in̂ nections 
course of each shift of all parts of the mine situated beyond ■'■‘Qo «in£ts. 
the station or each of the stations aforesaid and in which work­
men are to work or pass during that shift, but it shall not be neces­
sary to record a rei)ort of the first of such inspections in a book ;
Provided that, in the case of a mine worked by a succession
o f shifts, no place shall remain uninspected for an interval of 
more than five hours.

66. Ck)nipetent persons appointed by the manager for the E.'c-.imin.ition
purpose, shall---  machinery,

(a) once at least in every twenty-four hours, examine 
thoroughlj' the state of the external parts of the 
machineiy, the state of the guides in the shafts, and 
the state of the head gear, ropes, chains, cages, and 
other similar appliances of the mine which are in 
actual use for the purpose of raising or lowering 
persons in a mine ; and

{h) once at least in every week, examine thorouglily the 
state of all other machinery, gear, and other appbances 
of the mine which are actually in use, whether above 
ground or below ground ; and

(c) once, at least in e-\ ery week, examine thoroughly the
state of the shafts in which persons are lowered or 
raised; and

(d) once at least in every week, examine thoroughly the
state of every airway in the mine ;

and shall make a full and accurate report of tlie result of the 
examination, and every such report shall be recorded without 
delay in a book to be kept at the mine for the purpose and 
accessible to the workmen, and shall be signed by the person, 
ivho made the examination.

Witlidraictd of Worlitnen.
67.— (1) If at any time it is found by the person for the WithiUawai 

time being in charge of the mine, or any part thereof, that, e“
by reason of the prevalence of inflammable or noxious gases, " 
or of any cause whatever, the mine or any place in the mine 
is dangerous, every workman shall be withdrawn from the 
mine or place found dangerous, and a fireman, examiner, or 
deputy, or other competent person authorised by the manager 
or under-manager for the purpose shall inspect the mine or 
place found dangerous, and, if the danger arises from inflam­
mable gas, shall inspect the mine or place with a locked 
safety lamp, and in every case shall make a full and accurate 
report of the condition of the mine or place; and a workman 
shall not, except in so far as is necessary for inepuring into 
the cause of danger or for the removal thereof, or for explo­
ration, be readmitted into the mine or place found dangerous,
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until tlie same is reported by the fireman, examiner, or deputy 
not to be dan,;^erous.

(2) - For the purposes of tliis section, a place shall be 
deemed to be dangerous if the percentage of inflammable gas 
in fhe general body of the air in that place is found to 
be two and a half or upwards, or, if situate in a part of a 
inine worked with naked lights, one and one quarter or 
upwards.

(3) Every such report shall be recorded in a separate book 
which shall be kept at the mine for the purpose, and shall 
be signed by the person who made the inspection.

(4) If a workman discovers the presence of inflammable 
gas in his working place, he shall immediately withdraw there­
from and inform the fireman, examiner, or deputj’’.

Water arifl 
bore-holes.

Stora^xe ami 
use of inflam­
mable material 
beh)\v ground.

Provision of 
means for 
extinguishing 
tire.

Uarometcr, &c.

MiseeUaneous.
68. Where any working has approached within forty yards 

<d' a place containing or likely to contain an accumulation of 
water or other liquid matter, or of disused workings (not 
being workings which have been examined and found to be 
free from accumidations of water or other liquid matter), the 
working shall not exceed eight feet in width, and there shall 
be constantly kept extending to a sufficient distance, not 
being less than five yards, in advance, at least one bore-hole 
near the centre of the working, and sufficient flank bore-holes 
on each side at intervals of not more than five yards.

69. — (1) No oil, gi’ease, canvas, or other highly inflammable 
material shall be stored below ground in any mine except in a 
fireproof receptacle or chamber.

(2) In any mine, being a mine newly opened after the 
passing of this Act and not being a small mine, no inflammable 
material likely to cause danger from fire to the persons employed 
below ground shall be used in the construction of the pithead 
frame or of the roof, if any, over the pithead.

(3) No inflammable material likely to cause danger from fire 
to the persons employed below grotmd shall, after the passing 
of this Act, be used in the construction of any engine-house 
below ground.

70. At all parts of. a mine where timber, grease, or other 
inflammable material is stored, and at all insets where timber 
is used for the construction of tho staging, and at every pithead, 
steam-engine room, and boiler gallery in the construction of 
which timber is used, adequate means of extinguishing fire shall 
be provided.

71. - ( 1 )  A  barometer and thermometer shall be placed above 
ground in a conspicuous position near the entrance to the mine, 
and a hygrometer shall be placed below ground in a conspicuous 
position near a shaft or outlet both in the main intake airway 
and in the main return aiiway.
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(2) The instruments required to be provided under this 
section shall be read at such intervals and by  such persons as 
may be prescribed by general regulations, and the readings taken 
at the prescribed intervals shall be entered in a book to be kept 
at the mine for the purpose.

72. No person shall wilfidly damage, or without proper Wilful (lamage. 
authority remove or render useless, any appatatus appliance or
thing provided in any mine in compliance with this Act.

73. No person shall be allowed to work as a coal or iron- Prohibition of 
stone getter otherwise than under the supervision of a skilled inexperienced 
workman until he has had two years’ experience of such Avork fnĝ ion̂ as*̂ ' 
under such supervision, or unless he has been previously getters, 
employed for two years in or about the face of the workings,
jior shall a skilled workman have under his supervision at 
the same time more than one person who has not had such 
experience, or been so employed, as aforesaid.

74. Every person shall observe such directions with respect observance of 
to Avorking as may be giAmn to him with a vieAv to comply with directions, 
this Part of this Act or the regulations of the mine or Avith a
view to safety.

75. Any person Avho contravenes or does not comply Avith Penalties for 
tiny o f the provisions of this Part of this Act shall be guilty of non-com­
an offence against this Act, and, in the eAmnt of any contravention provisfonsas 
of or non-compliance with any of the proAusions o f this Part of to safety, 
this Act by  any person Avhomsoever, the owner, agent, and manager
of the mine shall each be guilty o f an offence against this Act, 
unless he proAms that he had taken all reasonable means b 3' 
publishing and to the best of his power enforcing those provisions 
to prcA^ent that contravention or non-compliance.

Part III.
Provisions as to H ealth.

76. General regulations shall be made under this Act vtuth provision as
respect to the provision and use of sanitarj^ conveniences in mines, sanitaî  
both above and beloAv ground. conveniences.

77. - ( l )  Where a majoritj’ , ascertained by ballot of two- Provision of
thirds of the workmen emploA'ed in any mine to AÂ hom this and
section applies, represent to the owner of the mine that they commodation. 
desire that accommodation and facilities for taking baths and
drying clothes should be provided at the mine and undertake to 
pay half the cost of the maintenance of the accommodation and 
facilities to be proAuded, the owner shall fortliAvith provide 
sufficient and suitable accommodation and facilities for such 
purposes as aforesaid :

Provided that the OAvner shall not be bound to provide anj* 
such accommodation and facilities, if the estimated total cost of 
maintenance exceef’ s threepence per week for each workman 
liable to contribute under this section.
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(2) General regulations shall he made under this Act lor 
determining what are sufficient and suitable accommodation and 
facilities h ir the purposes of this section, and any such regulations 
may make ilift’erent reciuiremeiits as respects different classes oi' 
dejicrijitions of mines.

(<■)) For the purposes of this section, cost of maintenance 
includes interest on capital expenditure (not exceeding five per 
cent, per annund, and if any question arises as to the estimated 
cost of maintenance that question shall, in accordance with 
regidations as to procedure and costs to be made by the Secretary 
of State, be referred to an arbitrator to be agreed upon between 
the jjarties, or, in default of agreement as to an arbitrator, to a 
person appointed by the judge of county courts for the district, 
ov in Scotland by the sheriff of the county, in which the mine 
is situate, and the decision of the arbitrator or of the person so 
a])pointed, as the case may be, shall be final.

(4) Where any such accommodation and facilities have been 
j)Tovided, every W()rkman at the mine to whom this section applies 
(whether he was or was not employed at the mine at the time 
when the ballot of the workmen for the purposes of this section 
was taken) shall be liable to contribute a sum equal to one-half 
o f the cost of maintenance (but not exceeding three halfpence 
per man per week), and the owner shall be entitled to recover 
such contributions from the workmen liable to contribute by 
deduction from their wages, notwithstanding the provisions of 
nny Acts relating to truck or any contract to the contrary :

Ih’ovided that the obligation to contribute shall not apply 
to any workman who is exemj>ted on the ground of health in 
accordance with the regulations of the mine.

(5) The management of tlie accommodation and facilities 
provided under this section shall be under the control of a com­
mittee to be established in accordance with the regulations of 
the mine, and consisting as to one half of members appointed 
by the owner of the mine and as to the other half of members 
aiqjointed by the workmen liable to contribute under this 
section. The powers and duties of the committee in relation to 
the management of the accommodation and facilities shall be 
such as may be laid down by general regulations, and the owner 
of the mine shall not be liable to any penalty as for failure to 
■comply with the provisions of this section in respect of any act 
performed by the coniiliittee in jmrsuance of their powers or of 
any failure by the committee to perform any of their duties.

(6) The workmen to whom this section applies are all 
workmen employed underground, and all Avorkmen engaged on 
the surface in handling tubs, screening, sorting, or washing coal, 
or loading coal into wagons.

(7) This section shall not apply to any mine where the total 
number of the workmen employed at the mine to whom this 
section applies is le.ss than one hundred, or to any mine held by 
the owner under a lease of AAdiich the unexpired term is less
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than ten years or to any mine as respects which the Secretary of 
State is satisfied that it will be worked out within ten years.

(8) If the owner of any mine fails to comply with the 
provisions of this section, he shall be guilty of an offence against 
this Act.

(9) Where a majority, ascertained by ballot of two-thirds oi 
the workmen at a mine, represent to the owner of the mine that 
they desire that this section should cease to have effect as respects 
the mine, this section shall, unless the owner by notice affixed at 
the mine within one month after the receipt by him of the 
representation declares that he does not assent thereto, cease to 
have effect accordingly as from a date to be agreed upon 
betAveen the owner and the workmen.

(10) A fresh representation shall not be made as respects 
any mine either under subsection (1) or under siibsection (9) 
of this section before the expiration of five years from the date 
of any previous representation made with respect to that mine.

78. A  drill worked by  mechanical power shall not be used Use of sprays 
for drilling in ganister hard sandstone or other highly silicious
rock, the dust from which is liable to give rise t o ‘ fibroid 
phthisis, unless a water jet or spray or other means equally 
efficient is used to prevent the escape of dust into the air, and, 
if any person contravenes or fails to comply Avith the provisions 
of this section, he shall be guilty of an offence against this Act, 
and, in the event of any such contravention or non-compliance 
by any person whomsoeA^er, the owner, agent, and manager of the 
mine shall each be guilty of an offence against this Act, unless 
he proves that he had taken all reasonable means to prevent the 
contravention or non-compliance.

79. Written notice of every case of any disease occui-ring Xotificati. n of 
in a mine and occasioned by the nature of the employment
(being a disease specified in an order made by the Secretary of *
State for the piirpose) shall forthwith be sent to the inspector of 
the division, and the provisions of this Act with respect to the 
notification of accidents shall apply to any such case in like 
manner as to any such accident as is mentioned in those 
provisions:

Provided that a person shall not be liable to any penalty 
for failing to send notice under this section of any disease so 
specified, if he proves that he was not aAvare of the disease 
having occurred, and that he had taken all reasonable steps for 
having the occurrence of all such diseases brought to his notice.

P a r t  IV.
Provisions as to A ccidents.

Notices o f Accidents.
80. — (1) Where, in or about any mine, whether above or Noticew ot

below ground, any accident occurs vdiich either—  accidents,
(i) causes loss of life to any person employed in or about 

the mine ; or ,

    
 



282 Ch . 50. Coal Mines Act, 1911. 1 & 2 G eo.

(ii) causes any fracture of tlie head or of any limb, or any
dislocation of a limb, or any other serious personal 
injury to any person employed in or about the mine ; 
or

(iii) is caused by any explosion of gas or coal dust or any
explosive, or by electricity, or by overwinding, or by 
any other such special cause as the Secretar}’- of State' 
specifies by order, and causes any personal injury' 
whatever to any person employed in or about the 
mine ;

the owner, agent, or manager of the mine shall forthwith send 
notice in writing of the accident, and of any loss of life or 
personal injurj’’ caused thereby, to the inspector of the division, 
in such form and accompanied by such particulars as may be 
prescribed, and, in the case of an accident causing loss of lift' 
or serious personal injury, notice in such form and accompanierl 
by such particulars as may be prescribed shall also be sent to 
the person (if any) nominated by the persons employed at the 
mine for the purpose of receiving notice under this section on 
their behalf.

(2) AVhere loss of life or serious personal injury has im­
mediately resulted from an accident, the place where the accident 
occurred shall be left as it was immediately after the accident, 
until the expiration of at least three days after the sending of 
such notice as aforesaid of such accident, or until the visit of the 
place by an inspector, whichever first happens, unless compliance 
with this enactment would tend to increase or continue a danger 
or would impede the working of the mine.

(3) Where any personal injury, of which notice is recpiired 
to be sent under this section, results in the death of the person 
injured, notice in writing of the death shall be sent to the 
inspector of the division on behalf of a Secretary of State within 
twenty-four hours after such death comes to the knowledge of 
the owner, agent, or manager.

(4) Every owner, agent, or manager who fails to act in 
compliance with this section shall be guilty of an offence against 
this Act.

Power to ex- If the Secretary of State considers that, liy reason
aTto notice's* serious iiijurj’’ to persons employed, it is expedient
accidents to notice should be given under this Act in every case of any

special class of explosion, fire, collapse of buildings, accidents to 
machinery or plant, or other occurrences at a mine, the Secretary 
of State may, by order, extend the provisions of this Act requiring 
notice of accidents to be given to an inspector to any such class 
of occurrences, whether personal injurj^ or disablement is caused 
or not, and, where any such order is made, the provisions of 
this Act shall have effect as extended by the order.

(2) The Secretary of State may, by any such order, allow 
the required notice of any occurrence to which the order relates,

<iangerous
(Mjcurrences.:    
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instead of being sent forthwith, to be sent within the time 
limited by the order.

Reports, Investigations, and Inquests.
82. Where at any mine an accident has caused loss of life Spmai reports 

or personal injury 40 any person, the Secretary of State may, nispcctors. 
at any time, direct an inspector to make a special report with
respect to the accident, and the Secretary of State may cause 
any such report to be made public at such time and in stich 
manner as he may think fit.

83. — (1) Where it appears to the Secretary of State that a Formal inves- 
formal investigation of any accident and of its causes and cir- 
cumstances is expedient, the Secretar}'- of State may direct sxcch secretary of 
investigation to be held, and with respect to any such investiga-
tion the following provisions shall have effect:—

(а) The Secretary of State may appoint a competent person
to hold the investigation, and may appoint any jjerson 
or persons possessing legal or special knowledge to act 
as assessor or assessors in holding the investigation :

(б) The person or persons so ajjpointed (herein-after called
the court) shall hold the investigation in open court, 
in such manner and under such conditions as the 
court may think most effectxial for ascertaining the 
causes and circumstances of the accident, and enabling 
the court to make the report in this section mentioned :

(c) The court shall have for the purpose of the investigation
ail the powers of a court of summary jurisdiction 
when acting as a court in hearing informations for 

. offences against this Act, and all the powers of an 
inspector under this Act, and in addition the following 
powers

(i) power by summons signed by the court, to 
require the attendance of all such persons as it 
thinks fit to call before it and examine for the said 
purpose ; and

(ii) power to require the production of all books, 
papers, and documents which the court considers 
important for the purposes of the inquiry :

(d) Persons attending- as witnesses before the court shall be
allowed such expenses as would be allow'ed to witnesses 
attending before a court of record; and, in case of 
dispute as to the amount to be allowed, the same 
shall be referred by the court to a master of the 
Supreme Court, who on request, signed by the court, 
shall ascertain and certify the proper amount of the 
expenses:

(e) The court shall make a report to the Secretary of State,
stating the causes and circumstances of the accident.
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ProTisiOTis us 
to coroners’ 
in<ine8ts on 
deaths from 
accidents in 
mines.

and adding any oT)servations which the court thinks- 
j'ight to make, and the Secretary of State shall cause 
tliat report to be laid in fall before both Hoirses of 
Parliament :

(,/j All expenses incurred in aiid about an investigation 
under this section (including the remuneration of any 
person appointed to act as assessor) shall be deemed to 
be part of the expenses of the Secretary of State in the 
execution of this Act.

f2l If any person without reasonable excuse (proof whereof 
shall lie on him) fails to comply with any summons or requisition 
of the court, or impedes the court in the execution of its duty, 
lie shall be guilty of an offence against this Act, and a person 
Avho is guilty of any such offence shall, in addition to any other 
fine to which he is liable under this A('t, be liable to a fine not 
exceeding one p^mnd for every day during which the offence 
continues.

8 4 .— (,1) Where a coroner holds an inrpiest on the body of 
any person whose death may have been caused by any accident 
of which notice is required by this Act to be giveii to the inspector 
of the division, the coroner shall adjourn the inffuest, unless an 
inspector, or s( nne person on behalf of the Secretary of State, is 
present to watch the proceedings.

(2) The coroner, at least four days before holding the 
adjourned inquest, shall send to the inspector of the division 
notice in writing of the time and place of holding the adjourned 
inquest.

1.3) The coroner, before the adjournment, may take evidence 
to identify the body, and may order the interment thereof.

i,4i If an accident has not occasioned the death of more 
than one person, and the coroner has sent to the inspector of the 
division notice of the time and place of holding the inquest at 
such time as to reach the inspector not less than twenty-four 
lioiirs before the time of holding the same, it shall not be 
imperative on him to adjourn the inquest in pursuance of this 
section, if the majority of the jurj^ think it unnecessary so to 
adjourn.

15) An inspector shall be at liberty at any such inciuest to 
examine any witness, subject nevertheless to the power of the 
coroner to disalloAV any question which, in his opinion, is not 
relevant or is otherwise not a proper ciuestion. *

(b) Where evidence is given at an inquest at which an 
inspector is not present of any neglect as having caused or con­
tributed to the accident, or of any defect in or about the mine 
appearing to the coroner or jurj’- to require a remedy, the 
coroner shall send to the inspector of the division notice in 
writing of such neglect or defect.
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(7) Any person having a personal interest in or employed 
in or about or in the management of the mine in or about which 
the accident occurred shall not be qualified to serve on the jury 
empannelled on the inquest; and it sliall be the duty of the 
constable or other officer not to summon any person disqualified 
under this provision, and it shall be the duty of the coronei’ 
not to allow any such person to be sworn or to sit on the jiny.

(8) Any relative of any person whose death may have been 
caused by tlie accident with respect to which the inquest is 
being held, and the owner, agent, or manager of, or the fire­
man, deputy, or examiner of the district in, the mine in which 
the accident occurred, and an}* person appointed by the order in 
writing of the majority of the workmen employed at the said 
mine, and any person appointed in writing by any association of 
workmen to which the deceased at the time of his death belonged, 
or by any association of employers of which the owner is a 
member, or by any association to which any official of or workman 
employed in the mine belongs, shall be at liberty to attend and 
examine any witness, eitlier in person or by his counsel, solicitor, 
or'agent, subject nevertheless to the power of the coroner to 
disallow any question which, in his opinion, is not relevant o r ­
is otherwise not a proper question.

(9) Every pei’son who fails to comply with the provisions of 
this section shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.

Rescue and Ambulances.
85. General regulations made under this Act may require Kesem- work 

provision to be made at all mines or any class of mines in 
regard to all or any of the following matters

(ay Supply and maintenance of appliances for rise in I'escue 
work and formation and training of rescue brigades ;

(h) Supply and maintenance of ambulance appliances and the 
training of men in ambulance work.

Part V.

R egulations.

Getieral and Special Regulations.

86 .— (1) The Secretary of State ma}'- by order make such 
general regulations for the conduct and guidance of the pei’sons 
acting in the management of mines or employed in or aboiil 
mines as may appear liest calcidated to prevent dangerous 
accidents and to provide for the safety, health, convenience, and 
I>roper discipline of the persons employed in or about mines, 
and for the care and treatment of horses and other animals 
used therein, and any such regulations may vary or amend any 
of the provisions contained in Part IT. of, or the Tliird Schedule 
to, this Act.

(ienerul
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(2) The regulations made under any such order may aj)ply 
either to all mines or to any specified class or description of 
mines, and may provide for the exemption of any specified class 
t>r description of mines either absolutely or subject to conditions.

t3) The provisions contained in Part I. of the Second 
Schedule to this Act shall have effect with respect to the 
procedure for making orders under this section.

(4) An order made under this section shall be laid as soon 
as possible before both Houses of Parliament, and shall have 
effect as if enacted in this Act.

(5) Aji order made under this section may be revoki'd, 
altered, or added to by an order made in like manner and 
subject to the same x^rovisions as the original order.

Speoi:»i 87.— (1) Where the inspector of the division, or .the owner
reguiati.Hî . majority ascertained by ballot of the workmen employed

in, any mine is of opinion that the general regulations for the 
time being in force with respect to the mine ought in their 
application to t .,it mine to be supplemented or modified, the 
inspector or the owner or such majority of workmen may 
transmit for t h e  approwd of the Secretary of State special 
regulations for i ho mine.

(2) The provisions set out in Part II. of the Secontl Schedule 
to this Act shall have effect with respect to the irrocedure for 
obtaining the approval of the Secretary of State.

(3) When sx)ecial regulations have been approved by the 
Secretary of vState, they shall, as respects that mine, have effect 
until revoked as if they formed part of the general regulations 
ax)])licable to the mine.

(4) Where any special regidations are in force with resxtect 
to any mine they may be revmked, altered or added to at the 
instance of the inspector of the division, or of the owner of, or 
a majority of workmen emplbyed in, the mine in like manner 
and subject to the same x^rovisions as the original special 
regidations.

Publitiation <ff 
jibstcjict of A< t 
and cojiy 
spdoial rulos

Puilieation o f Abstract o f Act and o f Regulations.

88 .— (1) For the purpose of making known the provisions of 
this Act and the regulations of the mine to aU persons employed 
in and about a mine, the prescribed abstract of this Act and a 
correct copy of all the regulations of the mine shall be published 
as follows :—

(a) The owner, agent, or manager of the mine shall cause 
a copy of the abstract and a copy of the regidations, 
with the name of the mine and the name an<l address 
of the inspector of the division, and the name of the 
owner or agent and of the manager, appended thereto, 
to be posted up in some conspieiious place at or
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ne;u- tlie mine, where they may be conveniently read 
or seen by the persons employed ; and so often as the 
same become defaced, obliterated, or destroyed, shall 
canse tliem to be renewed with all reasonable 
despatch :

ih) 'I’he owner, agent, or manager shall supply gratis to 
each person employed in or about tire mine at the 
commencement of his eTiiployment, and on each occa­
sion when a new abstract is issued or new regidations 
made, a book containing so much of the abstract 
and so niiich of the regulations as the Secretary of 
State may prescribe as being the parts of the abstract 
and regulations for the time being in force affecting 
])eiuons of the class to wliich the persoir belongs, 
and shall also supply, at a price not e.vceeding one 
penny, to any such person who applies therefor at 
the oilice at which the persons imrnediateljf employed 
by the owner', agent, or manager are paid, a copy of 
sirch book :

(e) Every copy of the regulations shall be kept distinct from 
any regulations which depend only orr the contract 
between the employer arrd employed.

12) Irr the event of any non-conrpliance with the provisions 
of this sectiorr by arry persorr whomsoever, the owrrer, agent, and 
manager shall each be guilty of arr offence against this Act 
unless he proves that he had takerr all reasonable rnearrs, by 
enforcing to the best of his power the observarrce of this sectiorr, 
to preverrt such rron-compliance.

89.— (1) The general regulations applicable to a miire, as rtcKui.aions 
supplemented or modified by the special regirlations, if any, for 
the time being in force with respect to the rrrirre shall be the 
regulatiorrs of the mirre.

(2) Arr irrspector shall, wherr required, certify a copy which 
is shown to his satisfaction to be a true copy of any regulations 
which for the time being are in force in any mirre, and a copy 
so certified sh.all be evidence (but not to the exclusion of other 
proof) that those regulations are the regulations of the mine 
and of the fact that they are duly made under this Act.

90. If airy persorr who is bound to observe the regulations 
of any mine, acts irr contravention of or fails to comply with lemiiit 
any of them, he shall be guilty of an offence agairrst this Act, 
and also the owner, agent, and manager of such mine shall each 
be guiltj’  ̂ of an nfferrce against this Act, unless he proves that 
lie had taken all reasonable means, by publishing and to the 
best of his power enforcing the regulations, to prevent such 
contravention or non-compliance. •

r  2
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Kmpi< )yment 
of boys g'iris 
ami Vvoinen 
above '^ronnd.

P art VI.

E mployment.

Eviployment o f Boys, Girls, and Women.

9 i ;  No boy under tlie age of fourteen years, and no girl or 
ph?yiMciiTot woman of anj' age, shall be employed in or allowed to be for 
boys, girls,and the purpose of employment in any mine belowground. Nothing 
wonn 11 below jjj section shall apply to any boy who has been lawfully 

employed in any mine below ground before the passing of this 
Act.

92. With respect to boys, girls, and women emploj^ed above 
gi’ound, in connexion with any mine, tlie following provisions 
shall have effect:—

(1) No boy or girl under the age of thirteen years shall be 
so employed, unless lawfully so employed before the 
passing of this A c t :

(2) No boy or girl of or above the age of thirteen years 
and no woman shall be so employed for more than 
fifty-four hours in any one week or more than ten 
hours in any one day :

(3 j No boy, girl, or woman shall be so employed between 
the hours of nine at night and five on the following 
morning, nor on Sunday, nor after two o’clock on 
Saturday afternoon:

(4) There shall be allowed an interval of not less than 
twelve hours between the termination of emplojnnent 
on one day, and the commencement of the next 
employment:

(5) A  week shall be deemed to begin at midnight on Satur­
day night and to end at midnight on the succeeding 
Saturday n ight:

(6) No boy, girl, or woman shall be employed continuously 
for more than five hours, without an interval of at 
least half an hour for a meal, nor for more than 
eight hours on any one day, without an interval or 
intervals for meals amounting altogether to not less 
than one hour and a half :

(7) No boy, girl, or woman shall be employed in moving 
railway W’aggons, or in lifting, carrying, or moving 
any thing so hea\’y as to be likely to cause injury to 
the boy, girl, or wonian.

93. — (1) The manager of every mine shall fix within the 
limits allowed by the foregoing section, and shall sj>ecify in a 
notice in the prescribed form, which must be affixed at the 
mine—

(a) the period of employment; and
(b) the tinies allowed for meals ;

Notirr tixiuj; 
lioins of eiii- 
|»!oS
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and no boy, girl, or woman sball be employed in connexion 
with any mine except during the period so fixed, bnt a different 
period and different times may be fixed for different persons and 
for different days.

(2) A change in the said period or times sliall not be made 
ol'tener than once a quarter unless for special cause allowed in 
writiiig by an inspector ;

Provided that provision may be made by general regulations 
for allowing a different time to be substituted in case of any 
special emergency for the time for any meal fixed under this 
section.

Uc!j;iv''trr of 
b o y s ,
a m i w om en

84.— (1) The owner, agent, or manager of every mine shall 
keep in the office at the mine a register, and shall cause to 
be entered in that register, in such form as the Secretary of 
State may from time to time prescribe, the name, age, residence, 
and date of first emj)loyment of all boys emploj^ed in the mine 
bcloAv ground, and of all boys, girls, and woimui employed above 
ground in connexion Avith the m ine; and shall, on reqiiest, 
produce the register to anĵ  inspector, and to anj’  ̂ officer of the 
local education authority for the area in which the mine is 
situate, at all reasonable times, and shall allow any such 
inspector or officer to inspect and copy the same.

(2) The immediate employer of every boy, other than the 
owner, agent, or manager of the mine, before be causes the boy 
to be below ground in any mine, shall report to the manager 
of the mine, or to some pei-spn appointed by that manager, that 
he is about to employ the boy in the mine.

95. If any person contravenes or fails to comply Avith, or Pcu.iity for 
permits any person to contravene or fail to comply with, any u m p t .y m o jit  <.f 

provisibn of this Act with respect to the employment of boys, I’oniravont: lu 
girls, or women, or to the register of boys, girls, and AAmmen, of Act. 
or to reporting the intended employment of boys, he shall be 
guilty of an offence against this A c t ; and, in the event of any 
such contravention or non-compliance by anjr person whomsoever, 
the owner, agent, and manager of the mine shall each be guilty 
of an offence against this Act, unless he proÂ es that he had taken 
all reasonable means, by publishing and to the best of his poAver 
enforcing the provisions of this Act, to prevent the contravention 
or non-compliance.

96.— (1)
in or about 
ilefmed by the

Wages.
bio Avages shall be paid to any person employed Pic ih il)iiioD  < 

any mine at or Avitliin any licensed premises as
‘ 1910, or

mine at 
Licensing (Consolidation) Act, , A'ap's 111

other licnistvi
house of entertainment, or any office, garden, or place belonging i"'>
or contiguous thereto, or occupied thercAvith. • wreHy'pa'y-

(2) The wages of all persons employed in or about any mine mcnt of wa- 
shall be paid Aveekly, if a majority of such persons so desire, 
and there shall be delivered to each such person a statement
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containing detailed particulars of how the amount paiil to him 
is amved at.

(3) Everj' person who contravenes or fails to comply with or 
permits any person to contravene or fail to comply with this 
section shall he guilty of an offence against tliis A c t ; and, in the 
event of any such contravention or non-compliance by any person 
whomsoever, the owner, agent, and manager of the mine shall 
each be guilty of an offence against this Act, unless he proves 
that he had taken all reasonable means by publishing and to the 
best of his power enforcing the provisions of this section to 
prevent the contravention or non-compliance.

A p p o iu tm e n r 
o f iu speo to rs 

m in es

P o w e rs  of 
in sp e c to rs .

P art V II.

Instectors.

■ Appointment o f Inspectors.

97. — (1) The Secretary of State may appoint any fit persons 
to be inspectors (under whatever title he may from time to time 
fix) of mines, and assign them their duties, and may award them 
such salaries as the Treasury may approve and may appoint a 
chief inspector with an office in London, and may remove any 
such inspector: Provided always that, in the appointment of 
inspectors of mines in Wales and Monmouthshire, among cainii- 
dates otherwise equally qualified, persons having a knowledge 
of the Welsh language shall be preferred.

(2) Notice of the appointment of every such inspector shall 
be published in the London Gazette.

(3) Every such inspector is referred to in this Act as an 
inspector, and the inspector of a division means the inspector 
who is for the time being assigned to the division district or 
portion of the United Kingdom wdth reference to whicli the 
term is used.

(4) Any person who practises, or acts, or is a partner of any 
person who practises or acts as a land agent, or mining engineer, 
or as a manager, viewer, agent, or valuer of mines, or arbitrator 
in any difference arising between owners, agents, or managers of 
mines, or is a miners’ agent or a mine owner (whether the mine 
is one to which this Act applies or not), shall not act as an 
inspector of mines under this Act, and no inspector shall be a 
partner or have any interest, direct or indirect, in any mine in 
the United Kingdom whether the mine is one" to wKich this Act 
applies or not.

Powers and Duties o f Inspectors.

98. — (1) An inspector under this Act shall have power to 
do aU or any of the following things ; namely,

I i) to make such examination and inquiry as may be neces­
sary to ascertain whether the provisions of this Act
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relating to matters aOove ground or btdow' groiind arc 
complied witli in tlie case of any mine :

(iij to enter, inspect, and examine any mine, and eveiy part 
thereof, at all reasonable times by clay and night, but 
so as not to impede or obstruct the working of the 
mine :

(iii) to examine into and make incpiiry respecting the state
and condition of any mine, or any part thereof, and 
the ventilation of the mine, and the sufficiency of the 
regulations for the time being in force in the mine, 
and all matters and things connected with or relating 
to the safety of the persons employed in or about the 
mine or any mine contiguous tliereto, or the care 
and treatment of the horses and other animals used 
in the mine, and may take with him for the 
last-mentioned purpose a duly qualified veterinary 
surgeon:

(iv) to exercise such other powers as may be necessary for
carrying this Act into effect.

(2) The owner of every mine, his agents and servants, shall 
furnish the means required by an inspector as necessary for an 
entry, inspection, examination, inquiry or the exercise of his 
powers under this Act in relation to that mine.

(3) If any person wilfully delays an inspector in the exercise 
of any power under this section, or fails to comply with the 
requisition of an inspector in pursuance of this Act, or to 
produce any certificate or document which he is required by or 
in pui'suance of this Act to produce, that person shall be deemed 
to obstruct an inspector in the execution of his duties under 
this Act.

(4) Every person who obstructs any inspector in the execution 
of his duty under this Act shall be guilty of an offence against 
this Act.

any respect (which is not provided against Nutiev by 
provision of tins Act, or by any regulation)

not

99.— (1) If in 
by any express 
any inspector finds any mine, or any part thereof, or any matter, 
thing, or practice in or connected with any mine, or with the 
control, management, or direction thereof by the owner, agent, 
or manager to be dangerous or defective, so as in his opinion 
to threaten or tend to the bodily injury of any person, he may 
give notice in writing thereof to the owner, agent, or manager of 
the mine, and shall state in the notice the particulars in which 
he considers the mine or any part thereof, or any matter, thing, 
or practice, to be dangerous or defective, and reejuire the same 
to be remedied or, if the same cannot be remedied, require the 
men to be withdrawn from the mine or part; and unless the 
same be forthwith remedied or the men Avithdrawn he shall 
also report the same to the Secretary of State.

<*xpressly pn»- 
vi(l( (1 against.
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Annual roports 
inspccfors.

(2) If the owner, agent, or manager of tlie mine objects to 
remedy the matter complained of in the notice or to withdraw 
the men he may, within seven days after receipt of the notice, 
send his objection in writing, stating the grounds thereof, to the 
Secretary of State ; and thereupon the matter shall be determined 
in manner provided bj’' this Act for settling disputes.

(3) If the owner, agent, or manager fails, when no objection 
is sent as aforesaid, to comply with the requisition of the notice 
within seven days after the expiration of the time for objection, 
or when there has been a reference to a referee to comply 
with the award within the time fixed by the award, he shall 
be guilty of an offence against this Act, and the notice and 
award shall respectively be deemed to be written notice of th(> 
offence :

Provided that the court, if satisfied that the owner, agent, 
(jr manager has taken active measures for complying with the 
notice or award, but has not, with reasonable diligence, been 
able to complete the works, may adjourn any proceedings taken 
before them for punishing the offence, and, if the works arc 
completed within a reasonable time, no penalty shall be 
inflicted.

(4) No person shall be precluded by any agreement from 
doing, or be liable to any injunction, damages, penalty or 
forfeiture in respect of, such acts as may be necessary in or<hu- 
to comply with the provisions of this section.

100. Eveiy inspe<-tor of a division under this Act shall 
make an annual report of his proceedings during the preceding 
3>'ear to the Secretary of State, which report shall be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament ; and the chief inspector shall make 
to the Secretary of State an annual report of the proceedings 
under this Act dirring the preceding year, and the report of 
the chief inspector shall be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament.

I'enalty for 
offences 
against Act.

P a r t  V l l l .

SUTPLEMEKTAL.

Legal Proceedings.
101.— (1) Every person emploj^ed in or about a mine, other 

thaji an owner, agent, or manager, who is guiltj’’ of any act or 
omission which in the case of an owner, agent, or manager 
would be an offence against this Act, shall be deemed to be 
guilt}" of an offence against this Act.

(2) H a mine is not managed in coid'ormity with this Act, 
the owner, agent, and manager thereof shall each be deemed to 
be guilty of an offence against this Act.

(3) Ever}" person who is guilty of an offence against this 
Act for which a penalty is not expressly provided, shall be
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]ial)le to a fine not exceeding, if lie is an owner, agent, or 
manager, or under-manager, twenty pounds, and, if he is any 
other person, five pounds, for each offenee ; and, if an inspector 
has given written notice of any such offence, to a further fine 
not exceeding one pound for every day after such notice tliat 
such offence continues to he committed.

(1) Where a person is guiltj" of any offence against this Act 
which, in the opinion of the court that till's tlie case, is one 
which was likely to endanger the safety of tlie persons employed 
in or about the mine, or to cause serious pei’sonal injury to 
any of such persons, or to cause a dangerous accident, and was 
I'onnnitted wilfully by the personal act, personal default, or 
personal negligence of the person accused, such person shall be 
liable, if the court is of opinion that a tine will not meet the 
circumstances of the case, to imprisonment, with or without 
hard labour, for a period not exceeding three months.

102.— (1) Where proceedings are taken under this Act rruwouti 
against the owner or agent of a mine in respect of an offence 
under this Act for which the owner, agent, or manager or each ' '
of them is liable under this Act, the owner or agent shall not 
be liable to anj' penalty if he proves to the satisfaction of the 
court—

(rt) that he Avas not in the habit of taking and did not in 
respect of the matters in question take any part in 
the management of the mine ; and

{h) that he had made all the financial and other proAusion 
necessary to enable the manager to carry out his 
duties ; and

(e) that the offence Avas committed Avithout his knoAvledge, 
consent, or conniAunce.

(2) vSave as above provided, it shall not be a defence in 
any proceedings brought against the oAviier or agent of a mine 
under this Act in respect of such an offence as aforesaid that a 
manager of the mine has been appointed in accordance Avith 
this Act.

(3) Nothing in this Act shall render tlie OAvner, agent, or 
manager of a mine liable to a penalty in respect of any con­
travention of or non-compliance Avith the jirovisions of this Act, 
if he proves that the contravention or non-compliance was due to 
causes over which he had no control and against the happening 
of Avhich it Avas impracticable for him to make provision.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing- 
proceedings being instituted, in the first instance, against the 
manager for any offence for AV'hich tlie manager of the mine 
is liable under this Act.

(5) No prosecution shall be instituted against the OAAmer, 
agent, manager, or under-manager of a mine for any offenc’e 
under this xVet, not committed personally by such^oAvner, agent.

ms o f  
u'cnts. 

iNc.

    
 



294 Ch. 50.. Coal Mines Act, 1911. 1 & 2 (rE O . 5.

Summary pro­
ceedings for 
oKfences. fines. 
kc.

manager, or uuder-manager, 'which can be prosecuted before a 
court of summary jurisdiction, except by an inspector or with 
the consent in writing of the Secretary of State; and in the 
case of any oifence of wliich the owner, agent, manager, or 
under-manager of a mine is not guilty if he proves tliat he had 
taken all reasonable means to prevent the commission thereof, 
an inspector shall not institute any presecution against such 
owner, agent, manager, or under-manager, if satisfied that he 
had taken such reasonable means as aforesaid.

(6) A prosecution shall not be instituted against a coroner 
for any oifence under this Act except with the consent in 
writing of tlie Secretary of State.

(7) If a boy or girl was employed on the representation 
of his or her j>arent or guardian that he or she was of an age 
at which his or her employment would not be in contravention 
of this Act, and under the belief in good faith that he or she 
was of that age, or if a person has been employed in any 
capacity or in any manner on his representation that he fulfilled 
the conditions as to age, experience, and otherwise necessary 
for such employment, and under the belief in good faith that 
such representation was true, the owner, agent, or manager of 
the mine and employer shall be exempted from any penalty, and 
the parent or guardian or the person making such representation, 
as the case may be, shall, in respect of the misrepresentation, 
be guilty of an offence against this Act.

(8) The owner of a mine shall not be liable to an action 
for damages as for breach of statutory duty in respect of any 
contravention of or non-compliance with any of the provisions 
of this Act if it is shown that it was not reasonably practicable 
to avoid or prevent the broach.

<•
103.— (1) All offences under this Act not declared to be 

misdemeanours, and all fines under this Act, and all money and 
costs by this Act directed to be recovered as fines, may be 
prosecuted and recovered in manner diiected by the Summary 
Jurisdiction A cts :

Provided that—
(i) It shall be. suificient to allege that the mine is a mine

within the meaning of this Aet, without more :
(ii) The court sliall, if required by either party, cause

minutes of the evidence to be taken and preserved.
(2) Where proceedings are taken before a court of summary 

jurisrliction in respect of an offence against this Act alleged to 
have been committed in or with reference to a mine, a person 
who is the owner, agent, or manager of any mine, or a person 
employed in a mine, or the father, son, or brother, or father-in- 
law, son-in-law, or brf)ther-in-law, of such owner, agent, manager, 
or person, or who is an officer of any association of persons so 
employed, or who is a check-weigher appointed under the Coal 
Mines Regulation Acts, 18(S7 to 190.5, or who is a director of
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a company wliieli is the owner of a mine, shall not, except with 
the consent of both parties to the case, act as a member of the 
court.

104. If any person feels aggrieved by any summary con- Appeal to 
viction under tliis Act by which imprisonment or a fine 
amounting to or exceeding one half the maximum fine, is 
adjudgeci, he may appeal therefrom to quarter sessions.

105. — (1) Where a fine is imposed under this Act for Application of 
neglecting to send a notice of any accident or for any offence
against this Act which has occasioned loss of life or personal 
injury, the Secretaiy of State may (if he thinks fit) direct such 
fine to he paid to or distributed among the persons injured, 
and the relatives of any persons whose death may have been  ̂
occasioned by the accident or offence, or among some of them:

Provided that—
(i) Such persons did not, in his opinion, occasion or con­

tribute to occasion the accident, and did not 
commit and were not parties to committing the 
offence:

(ii) The fact of the payment or distribution shall not, in
any way, affect or be receivable as evidence in any 
legal proceeding relative to or consequential on the 
accident or offence.

(2) Save as aforesaid—
All fines recovered in England or Scotland under 

this Act shall he paid into the Exchequer;
All fines recovered in Ireland under this Act shall 

he applied in manner directed by the 'Fines Act 
(Ireland), 1851, and any Act amending the same.

106. Where the owner, agent, or manager of a mine has Report ot
taken proceedings under this Act against any person employed result of pro­
in or about a mine in respect of an olfence against this Act, work-
he shall, within twenty-one days after the hearing of the case, men. 
report the result thereof to the inspector of the division.

107. — (1) The High Court, whether any other proceedings Power to pro- 
havt; or have not been taken, may, on the application of the hibit workinj; 
Attorm^j’-General, prohibit by injunction the working of any whkh'there 
mine or any part of amine in which there is such a contravention is a oontra- 
or non-compliance with the provisions of this Act, or the general 
regufations made thereunder, as appears to the Court calculated Part n.
to endanger the safety of persons employed in the mine or part, 
and may award such costs in the matter as the Court think 
just, but this provision shall be without prejudice to any other 
i-enie<ly permitted by law for enforcing the provisions of this 
Act.

(2) Written notice of the intention to apply for such 
injunction in respect of any mine or part of a mine shall be 
given to the owner, agent, or manager of the mine not less 
than ten days before the a])plication is made.

14 & 15 Viet, 
c. 90.
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Pnihibition 
* if use of 
tlaii^erous 
uuKihincrv.

108. A court of summary jurisdiction may, on complaint by 
an inspector, and on being satisfied that any part of the machinery 
or plant used in a mine (including a steam boiler used for 
generating steam) is in such a condition or so placed that it 
cannot be used without danger to life or limb, prohibit its use, 
or, if it is capable of repair or alteration, prohibit its use until it 
is duly repaired or altered.

Miscellaneous.
I’niiewinii of 109.— (1) The regulations contained in the Third Schedule
nvl'ies'* to this Act (ivliich relate to the care and treatment of 

horses and other animals in mines) shall be observed in eveiy 
■ mine.

(2) Any person who acts in contravention of or fails to 
comply with any of those regulations shall be guilty of an 
offence against this Act, and, in the event of any contrav^ention 
of or non-compliance with any of those regulations by any 
person whomsoeA^er, the owner, agent, and manager of the mine 
shall each be guilty of an offence against this Act- unless he 
proA'es that he has taken aU reasonable means, by  publishing 
and to the best of his power enforcing thpse regulations, to 
pre\"ent that contravention or non-compliance.

(3) The Secretaiy o f State shall appoint fit persons to be 
special inspectors for the purpose of examining into the care 
and treatment of the liorses and other animals used in mines, 
and of enforcing the proAusions of this Act relating to horses 
and other animals, and any person appointed as a special 
inspector under this provision shall so far as necessary for the 
exercise of his powers and the performance of his duties as such 
inspector haAm the same poAvers as are giAmu to and be subject 
to the same obligations and restrictions as inspectors of mines 
under the foregoing provisions of this Act, and the provisions 
o f this Act relating to the obstruction of inspectors shall apply 
as if references to inspectors included references to special 
inspectors.

I I O . - ( I )  Where provision has been made in jAursuance of 
regAdations under this Act, or under any order AA'hich has effect 
as if made under this Act, for the formation or training of a 
rescue brigade, any accident caused to a workman employSd in 
or about a mine AA'ho is with the consent of his employer being 
trained as a member of the rescue brigade, and arising out of 
and in the course of his training, shall, for the purposes of the 
W orkmen’s Compensation Act, 1900, be deemed to arise out of 
and in the coiArse of his employment in the mine.

(2) Any Avorkmen engaged in any rescue AA'ork or ambulance 
Avoi’k at a mine shall, for the purposes of the AVorkmen’s 
Compensation Act, 1900, be deemed Avhile so engaged to b(‘ 
emplpyed by the OAAmer of the mine.

A]»plu*ati< m 
of Wi.rk- 
inon's C’om-

Act in case 
of men bein̂  ̂
trained for or 
cnuoit^ed in 
rc'icue Work.

G Kdw. 7. c. of!,
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l l l . - ( l )  Where any line or siding, not being part of a Application 
raihvay mtliiii the meaning of the Raibvay Employment 
(Prevention of Accidents) Act, 1900, is used in connexion with a to railway 
mine the provisions of this Act with respect to— v t

(а) returns and notification of accidents ; and c. 2i'.
(б) general and special regulations ; ’

shall have effect as if the line or siding were part of the mine, 
but, as respects such returns and notification of accidents, shall 
apply only in the case of accidents to persons employed by or 
on behalf of the owner of the mine.

(2) If any such line or siding is used in connexion with 
more than one mine belonging to different owners, the foregoing 
provisions shall have effect as if the line or siding were a 
separate mine.

P a v iu e iit  o f  
siLu'ies and
OX[M'hSL‘S.

Power of 
Sv'orH.iry of 
St ite to 
determine 
tjuestions.
:i5   ̂ ;-{() V i r t .  
<\ 77.
?>S Viot. 
0. Sil.
PoW Pi’S o f
Secivtury of 
Stale a.*i to 
makinjj and 
revoking; 
orders.

112. The salary and remuneration of inspectors and 
examiners under this'Act and all other expenses incurred by 
the Secretary of State in the execution of this Act, to such an 
amount as may be sanctioned by the Treasury, shall be defrayed 
out of moneys provided by Parliament.

113. If any question arises (otherwise than in legal pro­
ceedings) whether a mine is a mine to which this Act or the 
Metalliferous Mines Regulation Acts, 1872 and 1875, apply, 
the c(uestion shall be referred to tlie Secretary of State, whose 
decision thereon shall be final.

114. Any order of, or any exemption granted by, the Secre­
tary of State under this Act may be from time to time revokeil 
or altered by the Secretary of State, either unconditionally or 
subjecf to such conditions as he may see fit, and shall be signed 
by the Secretary of State or an under-secretary or assistant undei- 
secretary.

115. — (1) The Secretary of State may purchase and hold Power of
land (including any easements in or over land) in the United of
Kingdom for the purpose of any experiments or tests which he laiei'' 
may think it desirable to carry out in connexion with matters 
relating to the safety or health of persons employed in or about 
mines.

(2) For the purpose of the purchase of land under this 
section, sections two and twenty of the Military Lands Act, ,-,c, vior, 
1892, as amended by the Military Lands Act, 1900, sh a ll o +n. 
apply as they apply for the purpose of the purchase of land 
by the Secretary of State under that Act as so amended.

116. Anj' matter which under this Act is to be settled in jiamici-..£ 
manner provided by this Act for settling disputes shall pe 
referred to such one of the panel of referees appointed under ' 
tlris Act as may be selected in manner provided by rules made
for the purpose, and the decision of the referee shajil be final:
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Appointment 
of referees

rroccdure for 
ascertaining 
views of work 
men.

Provided that no such matter shall be so referred, unless 
the party making the objection or refusing compliance has 
served notice on the other party -vvitliin the prescribed time 
and in the prescribed manner, and all objections’ not made 
within such time and in such manner sliall be disregarded.

117. — (Ij Such number of persons as may be appointed b}’ 
the reference committee herein-after mentioned shall form a 
panel of persons to act as referees for the purposes of this Act.

(2) The reference committee may make rules as to the mode 
in’^wliich the referee in any particular case is to be selected, 
the procedure before a referee, and the cost of the proceedings 
before a referee (including the remuneration of the referee).

(3) The reference committee shall consist of the T;ord Chief 
Justice of England, the Lord President of .the Court of Session 
and such pei'son specially cpialilied by eminence in mining 
knowledge as the Lord Chief Justice and the Lord President 
may select.

118. The Se . etary of State may make rules prescribing 
the procedure to be observed for ascertaining and certifying 
the views of th ,’ uorkihen, or any part of the workmen, in an.v 
mine, or any clcss of mines, in any case where those views are 
required to be ascertained for any of the purposes of this Act.

Provisions as 
to exemptions 
granted by 
i rispectors.

Service o£ 
notices.

w T itin g
by the inspector of a division 

and signed by him. Any
119. Any exemption granted 

under this Act shall be in 
such exemption may—

(а) be granted either absolutely or subject to such restric­
tions and conditions as the inspector thinks fit to 
im pose; '

(б) be revoked at any time by the inspector of the division
for the time being.

120. All notices under this Act sliall be in writing and all 
notices and documents required by this Act to be served or 
sent by or to an inspector may be either delivered personally, 
or served and sent by post; and in proving such service or

^sending it shall be sufficient to prove that the letter containing 
the notice was properly addressed and put into the post.

i'uiiinf< down 121. Every person who pulls down, injures, or defaces aiu’ 
or defacing abstract, notice, summary, proposed regulations, or regulations,

when posted up in pursuance of the provisions of this Act, or 
any notice posted up in jiursuance of the regulations of the 
mine, shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.

122. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
“ Mine ” includes every shaft in the course of being sunk, 

and every level and inclined plane in the course of 
being driven, and all the shafts, levels, planes, works, 
tramways, and sidings, both below ground and above

iKiticeB.

Jnferpreta-
tion.
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ground, in and adjacent to and belonging to the 
mine, but does not include any part of suck premises 
on which any inannfac-turing process is carried on 

. other than a process ancillary to the getting, dressing 
or preparation for sale of minerals :

“ Main airway” means an airway commencing from, or 
terminating at, a shaft or outlet to the surface, or 
any airway from which a split is taken to ventilate 
any district of the mine, or into which a split so 
taken returns:

“  Ventilating district ” means anji- part of a seam having 
an independent intake airway commencing from a 
main intake airway and an independent return 
airway terminating at a main return airway;

“  Office at the mine ” means an office on the surface of 
the m ine:

“ Small mine ” means a mine in which the total number 
of persons employed below ground does not exceed 
thirty :

“  Owner,” when used in relation to any mine, means any 
person or body corjiorate who is the immediate pro­
prietor or lessee, or occupier of any mine, or of any 
part thereof, and in the case of a mine the business 
wffiereof is carried on by a liquidator or receiver 
includes such liquidator or receiver, but does not 
include a person or body corporate who merely 
receives a royalty, rent, or fine from a mine, or is 
merely the proprietor of a mine subject to any 
lease, grant, or licence for the working thereof, or is 
merely the owner of the soil, and not interested in

 ̂ the minerals of the mine ; but any contractor for 
the working of any mine, or any part thereof, shall 
be subject to this Act in like manner as if he were 
an owner, but so as not to exempt the owner from 
any liability:

“ Agent,”  when used in relation to any mine, means any 
person appointed or acting as the representative of 
the owner in respect of any mine, or of any part 
thereof, and as such superior to a manager appointed 
in pursuance of this A c t :

“  Prescribed ” means prescribed by the Secretary of State ;
“  Boy ” means a male under the age of sixteen years ;
“  Girl ” means a female under the age of sixteen years :
“ Woman ” means a female of the age of sixteen years or 

upwards.

123. Nothing in this Act shall—  s iiviiijf for

(a) prevent any person who is less than twenty-five years gi-rs, firomeu,** 
of age from acting as manager of a mine if he owueiH
was lawfully so acting at the date of the passing 
of this A c t ; or .«
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{h) prevent any person acting as a fireman, examiner, or 
deputy, notwithstanding that he—

(i) neither is the holder of a first or second- 
class certificate of competency under this Act, 
nor is twenty-five years of age or upwards and 
has had at least five years’ practical experience 
undergi ound in a mine ; or

(ii) has not obtained a certificate of his ability 
to measure the quantity of air in an air current,

if he was employed as a fireman, examiner, or 
deputy at the date of the passing of this A c t ;

(c) prevent any owner or agent of a mine taking part in 
the technical management of the mine, notwith­
standing that he is not qualified under this Act 
to be a manager, if he was taking part in the 
technical management of the mine at the time of 
the passing of this Act.

Sc(

Ihtiw. 7. c.2r>.

'll t.. 124. This Act shall apply to Scotland subject to the
following modifications :—

(1) “ Attorney-Cieneral” means Lord Advocate; “ infor­
mation” means complaint; “ summons” means 
citation ; “  High Court ” means Court of Session ; 
“  injunction ” means interdict; “  county court ” 
means sheriff court; “ local education authority ” 
means school board ; “ licensed premises as defined 
by the Licensing (Consolidation; Act, 1910,” means 
certificated premises within the meaning of tlie

GO A; G1 Vi 
c. H.'i.

Licensing (Scotland) Act, 1903 ; “  section ninety-one 
of the Public Health Act, .1875,” means section 
sixteen of the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897 ; 
“ receiver” includes a trustee in bankruptcy; 
“ attending oh subpoena before a court of record ” 
means attending oii citation the High Court of 
Justiciary, and any reference to a Court of Record 
shall be cojistmcd accordingly ; “  master of the 
Suiweme Court ”  means auditor of the sheriff 
court; “ county court judge ” means sheriff;
“ London Gazette ” means “ Edinburgh Gazette ” :

(2) The provision relating to an appeal to quarter sessions 
shall not apply.

Apiiiicatioii to 125. This Act shall apjJy to Ireland subject to the following 
modifications :—

(1) In hearing and deteimining a charge under this Act, 
a court of summarj’- jurisdiction elsewhere than in 
the Dublin metropolitan police district shall be con­
stituted of two or more justices of the peace or of a 

, resident magistrate, with or without other justices.
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sitting in petty sessions ; and a I'esident magistrate 
means a magistrate appointed pursuant to the Con- 
stabulaiy (Ireland) Act, 1836 :

(2) Section one hundred and seven of the Public Health 4i&42Vict.
(Ireland) Act, 1878, shall be substituted for section 
ninety-one of the Public Healtb î ĉt, 1875 :

(3) “ Police or stipendiary magistrate” means i-esident
magistrate ; “ master of the Supreme Court” means 
a taxing master of the High Court of Justice in 
Ireland ; “ London Gazette ” means Dublin Gazette ; 
“ Attorney-General” means Attorney-General for 
Ireland:

(4) The licensing Act, 1872, shall be substituted for the h'> x 8c> vi.-t.
Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910.

126. The enactments mentioned in the Fourth Schedule to R. p(.ai. 
this Act are hereby repealed to the extent mentioned in the 
third column of that Schedule :

Provided that—
(a) Nothing in this repeal shall affect any order made by 

the Secretary of State or any certificate of com­
petency or of service granted, or having effect as 
if granted, under any enactment repealed by this 
Act whicli is in force immediately' before the 
commencement of this Act, but every such order 
and certificate shall have effect as if made or 
granted under this A c t ; and the register of holders 
of certificates, and the other registers which at the 
commencement of this Act are kept in pursuance 

* of the Acts hereby repealed, shall be deemed to be 
registers or parts of registers kept in pursuance of 
this A c t :

(h) Nothing in this repeal shall affect any special rules 
which at the commencement of this Act are in 
force under anĵ  Act hereby repealed in any mine, 
but such rules shall, until regulations affecting the 
mine and revoking such rules have been made 
under this Act, have effect as if they were the 

• regulations of the mine under this Act
(c) Nothing in this repeal shall affect the tenure of office*

of any inspector appointed under any enactment 
repealed by this A ct :

(d) Any document referring to any Act repealed by this
Act, or to any enactment thereof, shall be construed 
to refer to this Act, and to the coiTCsponding 
enactments thereof:

(o) This Act shall apply to offences under such t)f the 
provisions of the Coal Mines Regulation' Acts,
1887 to 1908, as are unrepealed by’ this Act in

X
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like manner as if they were offences against this 
Act, amd expressions in those provisions shall have 
the same meaning as in this Act.

Short title and 127.— (1) This Act may he cited as the Coal i\Iines
_ e n c e -

(2) This Act shall, except as otherwise provided, come into 
operation on the first day of Jnly nineteen htindred and 
twelve.

Section> 18 
and 32.

S C H E D U L E S .

FIRST SCHEDULE.

Form of A nnual Return'.

This Foim must he correotly filled up hy the Owner, A^feiil or 
Manager, and sent to the Inspector t>f the Division on or he'i'ore 
21st January, every year.

Part A.
Year ending 31st Deceniher, 19

Name of Mine

Situation of Mine 

County___

Postal Address of Mine

Name and Address of 
Owner

•Name of Manager

No. of his Certificate^ 

Name of Under-Manager

No. and Class of his Certificate
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P a r t  C .

P ak tic u la r s  of E x p l o siv e s , C o a l -outting  M a ch in es , CoNvr.YoKf 
imd S a f e t y  L am ps , ‘ during the Year ended 

31st December 19
I.— EXPLOSIVES.

Estimate'll Number of Slmts filed.
Nam e  of 

Explo sive .
Quantity used.

(lbs.)
By By

Electricity. .Fuse.

The number of miss-fire shots :—
]. With Electricity
2. With Fuse
3. Otherwise

Total

By
Sijuibs. T o t a l .

IL— G OAL-CU TTIXG MACHINES A X D  CONVEYORS.

statute Tons Cut by

IIK-CKIPTION.

Number 
Driven by

C'ont-Elec- 
tncity.

Eli'Ctrii'ity. 

Coal. |Otlier Mineral. 

I'Tons.

Conn>re.sse(l Air.

C oal.,Other Mineral.

Number
of

( ’onveyi tk 
at

Co'd J-'ai'e.

Descrip­
tion. Tons. tion.    
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(_*No. of Uauaes 
iind whether 
Shielded or 

not.)

Use.

Method of Locking. Kind of IHuminant.

Lead
Rivet.

Mag
netic. Screw, Other.

Colza
or

Colza
and

Petro­
leum.

Petro­
leum.

Vola­
tile

Spirit.

Elec- Other 
tri- lllunii- 
oity. imiit.

State tbe method of lighting the lamps, e.g., hy electricity, iutenial 
igniters, or otjjerwise

P art D.
Type and Aggregate Horse-Power of Electrical Apparatus.

1. System of Supply (whether 
continuous current or alter­
nating current) - 

Voltage of Supply- 
Periodicity (if alternating 

current) . . . .  
Source of Supply -

------  ----------  ---------
2. Voltage at which current is 

used for—
Lighting - - - - 
Power . . .  -

3. Agghregate H.P. of Motors 
installed on surface for— 

Winding . . . .  
Ventilation
Haulage . . . .  
Coal washing or screening 
Miscellaneous . . .

Total H.P. -

4. Aggregate H.P. of Motors 
installed below gi'ound for— 

Haulage . . . .  
Pumping . . .  
Portable Machinery - 
Miscellaneou-s -

Total H.P. -

5. Total H.P. (addition of 3 and 4) -
(Signed)- __Owner, Agent, or Manager.

Date___________________ — -—.
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ami 87.
SECOND SCHEDULE.

Part I.

P r o c e d u r e  f o r  m a k in g  G e n e r a l  R e g u l .v t io n s .

(1) Before the Secretary of State makes an oriler he shall publish in 
such manner as he may think best adapted for informing persons affected, 
notice of the propo.sal to make the order and of the place where copies of 
the draft order may be obtained, and of the time (which shall not be less 
than thirty days) within which any objections made with respect to the 
draft order by or on behalf of persons affected mnst be sent to the Secretary 
of State.

(2) Every objection must be in writing and state—
(a) the specific gro\mds of objection ;
( h )  the omissions, additions, or modifications asked for.

(il) The Secretary of State shall consider any objection made by <h- on 
behalf of any persons appearing to him to be affected which is sent to him 
within the required time, and he may, if he thinks fit, amend the draft 
order, and the foregoing provisions shall apply to the amended draft in like 
manner as they apply to the original draft.

(•1) If after the publication of the notice with resirect to any such draft 
order (whether an original or amended draft), any general objection as 
herein-after defined is made within the recpiired time with respect to the 
draft and not withdrawn, th  ̂order shall not be made by the Secretary of 
State until that objection has been referred to such bne of the panel of 
referees appointed under this Act as may be selected in manner pi'ovided 
by the rules made for the purpose.

If on any such reference the referee considers that the draft order 
should be varied to meet the objection, he shall recommend any variation 
which he considers necessary or expedient, and effect shall be given to 
those recommendations in the order, if made.

{.')') The reference committee may appoint any person or persons 
possessing legal or special knowledge to act as assessor or assessors to the 
referee. t,

(6) If the Secretary of State considers that any objection, though not 
a general objection, is of such a character that it is desirable to refer it to 
a referee, he may so refer it, and in that case the foregoing provision.s 
shall apply as in the case of a general objection.

(7) If any objection, though not a general objection, is made on 
behalf of the owners of mines of any particular class o r  mines in any 
separate area, and it is alleged in the objection that having regard to the 
special natural conditions or special methods of working in mines of that 
class or mines in that area the proposed regulations ought not to apply to 
those mines, the Secretary of State shall, unless he is of opinion that the 
objection is frivolotis, reftyr it to a referee, and in that case the foregoing 
provisions shall apply as in the case of a general objection.

(S) For the purposes of this section a “ general objection” means an 
objection made either by or on behalf of owners of mines employing not 
less than one-third of the total number of men employed at the mines 
affected by the proposed order, or, if the order contains dift'erent provisions 
for different classes of mines, of the total number of men employed in any 
such class of mines, or by or on behalf of not less than one-third of the 
total number of men so employed. •

The number of men employed shall he calculated in accordance with 
the returns for the last preceding year sent by owners of mines to the 
inspectors in pursuance of the provisions of this Act.
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Part H.

P r o c e d u r e  in  c a s e  o f  S p e c ia l  R e g u l a t io n s  s e n t  t o  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  a p p r o v a l .

(1) Where any special regulations have been sent under this Act to 
the Secretary of State for approviil he shall consider the regulations .and 
either approve or disapprove the same.

Where the Secretary of State disapproves the special regulations, no 
further action shall he taken in the matter.

Before the Secretary of State approves the special regulations there 
shall he published, in such manner as ho may think best adapted for 
informing persons affected, notice of the proposal to make the regulations 
and of the place where copies of the draft regulations may be obtained and 
of the time (which shall not be less than thirty days) in which any 
objections with respect to the draft regulations made by or on behalf of 
persons affected must be sent to the Secretary of State.

(2) Every objection must be in writing and state—
(rt) the specific grounds of objection ;
(6) the omissions, additions, or modifications asked for.

(3) The Secretary of State shall consider any objection m.ade by or on 
l)ehalf of persons appearing to him to be affected which is sent to him 
within the required time, and he may, before approving the special 
regulations, require such amendments to be m.ade therein as he may 
think fit.

(4) If the owner or a majority of workmen who have sent any 
objection to any special regulations sent for approval feel aggrieved by 
the refusal of the Secretary of State to give effect to their objection ; the 
objection shall be referred to such one of the panel of referees appointed 
under this Act as may be selected in manner provided by the rules made 
for the purpose.

If, on any such reference, the referee considers that the regulations 
should be varied to meet the objection, he shall recommend any variation 
which he considers necessary or expedient, and the Secretary of State, 
before approving the regulations, shall require that variation to be made.

THIRD SCHEDULE. Section' 8<> 
and 101*.

1. Ro horse shall be taken underground until it is four years old and 
until it has been tested by a duly qualified veterinary surgeon in the 
prescribed manner and certified to be free from glandens.

2. All horses underground shall, when not at work, be housed in 
properly constructed stables, and in stalls of adequate size.

3. All stables in use shall be separated from any road used for 
travelling or haulage of minerals, and shall be continuously and thoroughly 
ventilated with intake air, and cleaned daily and kept in a sanitary con­
dition, and all roofs, walls, and partitions of any stables shall, uidess 
painted or made of slate, tiles, glazed brick or iron, be limewashed at least 
once in every three months.

4. Competent persons, herein-after referred to as “  horse-keepers,” 
shall he appointed in writing by the manager to have the care of the 
horses used underground while in the stables, and of the stables, in the 
proportion of at least one horse-keeper to every fifteen horses.
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5. A Hiifficieut suj)j)Iy of wholesome food and pure water shall he 
provided daily for every horse while in the stable and while at work.

6. A  sntficient supply of suitable medicines, ointments, and dressings, 
and a suitable appliance or appliances for the destruction of horses 
reipiirinj; to be destroyed, shall be ju’ovideil and kej)t readily available 
for use.

7. No horse shall be worked, or allowed by the horse-keeper to go out 
to work, in an unfit condition, or improperly shod, or otherwise than with 
harness properly fitting and in good condition, including a guard for 
the eyes.

8. The driver having charge of any horse shall remain in charge of 
the horse during the whole time that it is at work in his shift, and, unless 
otherwise ordered, shall at the end of the shift return the horse to tli(‘ 
horse-keeper at the stable.

9. No blind horse shall be worked in a mine.
10. The driver having charge of any horse shall at once report to the 

official under whose direction he works any injury to or overworking of 
the horse or any insufficiency in the supply of food or water, and any case 
in which the horse or harness rubs against the roof or sides, or in which 
the harness is defective.

11. The horse-keepter shall, as soon as jiracticablo after the r(*turn of 
any horse to the stable, examine the horse and its harness, attend to any 
injury to the horse, and cTean and groom it himsidf, or eau.se it to be 
cleaned and groomed.

12. Every official tinder who«e direction the dpive’- of any horse works 
and every horse-keeper shall at once report to the manager or under- 
manager any case of sickness in or Injury to or any marks of ill-treatment 
on or any overworking of any horse coming to his notice, and any defect 
in the harness likely to cause pain or injury tfi t'le horse, and no horse 
with respect to which any such report is made shall be allowed to go out 
to work until authority in that Itehalf is given liy tin' mtinager or under­
manager.

13. Every horse-keeper shall keep a record in a book to be kept at the 
mine of all horses under his care, and shall make a daily report therein as 
to the condition of each horse, the driver in whose charge it has been, the 
time at which it wtis taken from the stables, and the time at wlfich it wtis 
returned thereto.

14. Every book kept by a horse-keeper under the foregoing pirovisions 
of this schedule shall be open to inspection by any special inspector.

1"). The manager shall, by himself or by some competent j>erson 
appointed by him for the purpose, exercise such j)ersonal supervision over 
ail horse-keepers, drivers, and other persons cmjdoyed in connection with 
the horses tised in the mine as is necessary to secure that the ])rovisions 
of this Act relating to the care and treatment of horses in mines are 
observed in the mine.

16. The owner, agent, or manager shall, as part of the return required 
to be made annually to the inspector of the division, furnish a statement 
showing the number of horses used in the mine, the number which have dieil 
during the year from injury by accident or from disease, or which required 
to be destroyed in consequence of injury or disease, aud the niimhcr of 
other cases of injury or ill-treatment reported to the manager under the 
provisions of this schedule.

17. In this schedule the expression “  horse”  includes pony, uiule, and 
donkey.
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FOURTH SCHEDULE. Section 12fl.

E n a c tm e n ts  R e p e a l e d .

Session and 
Chapter. Sliort Title. Extent, of Repeal.

50 & 51 Yict. The Coal Minea Regu- i The whole Act, except sections 
c. 58. ■ lation Act, 1887. . one, three, twelve, thirteen,

fourteen, and fifteen.

59 & tiO Yict. The Coal Mines Regu- The whole Act. 
c. 43. lation Act, 1896.

63 & 64 Yict. I The Mines (Prohibition The whole Act so far as it relates
c. 21. of Child Labour 

Underground) Act, 
1000.

3 Edw. 7. c. 7. The Coal Mines Regu­
lation Act (1887) 
Amendment Act, 
1903.

6 Edw. 7. c. 53. The Notice of Acci­
dents Act, 1906.

7 Edw. 7. c. 10. The Employment of 
Women Act, 1907.

10 Edw. 7. & The Mines Accidents 
1 peo. 5 i (Rescue 'and Aid) 
c. 15. 1 Act, 1910.

to mines to which this Act 
applies.

The whole Act.

Sections one, two, three, and five 
so far as they relate to mines 
to which this Act applies.

Section one, so far as it relates 
to the Coal Mines Regulation 
Act, 1887.

The whole Act so far as it relates 
to mines to which this Act 
applies.

CHAPTER 51.
An Act to amend the Burgh Police (Scotland) Acts so. as 

to provide for the further Regulation of Places for 
Public Refreshment in Scotland. [16th December 1011.]

AVTHEREAS it is expedient to extend the provisions of the 
’ ’  Burgh Police (Scotland) Act, 1903, regulating ice-cream 3 Edw. r.c. 

and aerated-water shops to certain other places for public 
refreshment, and to make further provision for the regulation 
of such places:

Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most Excellent Hajesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the l>ords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows:

    
 


