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CAP LVL-

An A& to explain and amend the Laws relative to
Colliers in that Part of Great Britain called Scoz-

land. [13th Fune 1799.]

HEREAS, befote the paffing of an A& of the Fifteenth Year Preamble.

of His prefent Majefty, intituled, An A3 for altering, ex- 15 Geo. 111,

plaining, and amending feveral of the Ads of the Parliament of SIPy 8 e
Scotland, refpecting Colliers, Coal "Bearers, and Salters, many Colliers, o
Coal Bearers, and Salters, were bound for Life to, and cransferrable
with, the Collieries and Salt Works where they worked ; but by the faid
A& their Bondage was taken off, and they were declared to be free,
under the Conditions therein mentioned ; notwithftanding which, many
Colliers and Coal Bearers ftill continue in a State of Bondage, from not
having complied with the Provifions, or from having become fubjedt to
the Penalties, in the faid A& : May it therefore pleafe Your Majefty
that it may be enadted ; and be it enacted by the King’s moft Excellent
Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by
the Authority of thefame, That, from and after the pafling of this A&, and all Col.
all the Colliers in that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, who were };‘;j "Qf‘f,’:;
bound Colliers at the Time of pafling the faid A&, fhall be and they are at the Time of
hereby declared to be free from their Servitude, and in the fame Situation g;‘";ggb‘;hfr'fe‘
in every Refpet as if they had regularly obtained a Decree in the Manner fon Servie
direlted by the faid A&. , tude.
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Cap. 8, of the II. And whereas by an A& of the Scots Parliament, videlicet, of the
2ac Scots £ Twenty-fecond Parliament of King Fames the Sixth, (Twenty-eighth
“ac. VI, aad Of Fune One thoufand fix hundred and feventeen), Chapter Eight, and
Cap.3%,ofthe by apother A& of the Scots Parliament, widelicet, of the Firft Parlia-
it ‘-‘;'r(;'::i,g,’ ment of King Charles the Second, (in Fanuary One thoufand fix hun-
relat-to fixing dred and fixty-one), Chapter Thirty-eight, it i1s enacted, That the Juf-
;’fat\)\éic"rfioio tices of the Peace for the feveral Counties and Stewartries in Scot/and
extend © Per- ¢¢ fhall appoint, at the Quarter Seffions to be kept in Auguft and February,
fons erepiyed the ordinary Hyre and Wages of Labourers, Workmen, and Servants,
lieries in Scot- and who fhall refule to ferve upon the Price fet down by them, fhall
land, - be imprifoned and further punifhed at their Difcretion; and to the
Effett Servants may be the more willing to obey the Ordinances to
be made by the faid Juftices for the faid Fees, the faid Juftices
fhall have Power to decern and compel the Mafter to make Payment
of the Fees appointed by their Ordinance, in cafe the Servants pleafe
rather to fue for the fame before them than before the Judge Ordi-
nary :” And whereas Doubts have arifen whether the Powers given to
the Juftices of the Peace by the Two Ads of the Scottifp Parliament
above recited extend to Colliers; be it enadted and declared, That the
faid Two Adts of the Scortifb Parliament, widelicet, the aforefaid A& of
the Twenty-fecond Parliament of King Fames the Sixth, (Twenty.
Eighth of Fune One thoufand fix hundred and feventeen), Chapter the
Eighth, and the aforefaid A& of the Firft Parliament of King Charles the
Second, (fanuary the Firft, One thoufand fix hundred and fixty-one),
Chapter the Thirty-eighth, in fo far as the fame relate to the fixing and
appointing of the ordinary Hire and Wages of Labourers, Workmen,
and Servants, do extend to and include Colliers, Coal Hewers, Coal
Bearers, and all other Perfons of every Defcription employed at Col-
lieries, in that Part of Great Britain called Scotlands and fuch and the
like Powers and Authorities, Rights, Remedies, and Privileges conferred
by thefe Statutes, relative to the fixing and appointing of the ordinary
Hire and Wages of Labourers, Workmen, and Servants, are hereby
given, conferred, and granted, and declared to extend and apply to
Colliers, Coal Hewers, Coal Bearers, and all other Perfons of every
Defcription employed at Collieries, in that Part of Great Britain called
Scotland.

Powers D:IY III. Provided always, and be it enatted, That fuch Powers and Au.

L;t;ii?»r;cﬁ[mi thorities fhall only be exercifed upon the Application of the Party or
cation of the Parties aggrieved.

Party L;l,,-

'eved., . ’ .

g].:wo Jutices  1V. And be it enatted, That any Two or more Juftices may and fhall
may exsreife  exercife, upon the like Application fo to be made to them, all the
fuch Powers.  Poyers and Authorities which are given by the aforefaid Statutes to
the faid Juftices at their Quarter Seflions, in fuch Manner as is therein

provided.

NoAdionto V. And whereas there is a general Praftice among the Coal Owners
}{e C&mpﬂfndt and Leflees of Coal, of advancing confiderable Sums to their Colliers,
vanced by or OF for their Behoof, much beyond what the Colliers are able to repay ;
on Behalf of  which Sums are advanced for the Purpofe of tempting them to enter
Coal Quners  into or continue their Engagements, notwithftanding the Sums fo ad-
Coliicrs, ex-  vanced are kept up as Debts againft the Colliers ; be it therefore furcther

tept for Sup. 9 enalted,
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enacted, That no Diligence ot Action fhall be competent for any Sum or port of their
Sums of Money hereafter to be lent or advanced to Colliers, or other Perfons ramilesin
employed at the Collieries as aforefaid, by the Coal Owner or Leflee of pets. '
any Colliery, or by any other Perfon or Perfons on their Behalf, or for

any Debts due by Colliers or other Perfons as aforefaid, which fhall be

acquired by the faid Coal Owners or Leflees, or by others on their Ac-

count, either previous to their Engagement, or during the Currency

thereof, and in view of the fame; excepting always fuch Sum or Sums

as fhall be advanced to any Collier, or other Perfons employed at Col-

lieries as aforefaid, during the Currency of his or her Service, for the

Support of his or her Family, in cafe of Sicknefs.

VI. Provided always, and be it enacted, That it fhall and may be Coal Owneis
lawful to the Coal Owner or Leffee who fhall lend or advance fuch f,fay‘ﬁt‘;’}“
Sum or Sums of Money, to retain from the Wages of the Colliers or Part of the
others aforefaid, to whom the fame fhall be fo lent or advanced, One Weckly
Twelfth Part of the faid Sum or Sums Weekly, till the principal Sum Money ad-
or Sums, without Intereft, fo advanced, be paid up; but declaring, that “;zﬁ‘ieang"may
if the Engagement of fuch Collier fhall expire before the principal Sum have an Ac-
or Sums fo advanced be fully paid up, the Coal Owner or Leflee who ggl"a,f‘z:.t“
advanced the fame fhall have Action for the Balance, in the fame

Manner as if this Act had not paffed.

VIL Provided alfo, and be it enacted, That fuch Debts as were due Debts due by
by Colliers to their Mafters at or before the pafling of this Act, fhall gf’,‘rll’:;stﬁs
not be hercby extinguithed 3 and declaring alfo, that Debts due by Col- /\& not ex.
liers or other Perfons as aforefaid, at or before the pafling of this Act, finguifheds
to the Coal Owners or Leflees, may be lawfully afligned or transferred afligned with
to other Coal Owners or Leflees with whom they may afterwards en- S“;"S:Iftg;
gage, with the Conlent of the Debtors themfelves ; and if afligned with
their Confent, then the Debts fo affigned fhall be as valid and effectual
to the other Coal Owners or Leffees, as if this Act had never pafled :

Frovided always, That the Vouchers of all Debts due by Colliers to Vouchers of
Coal Owners and Leffees of Coal before the paffing of this Act, or a Debts to he
Lift of the fame, figned by the faid Coal Owners and Leflees, fhall be ti eheiir
recorded in the Sheriff Court Books, within Three Months after the Slf’ggd"::ﬁ"
pafling hereof, for which a Fee of One Shilling fhall be paid, and no )
more; and that all Debts, the Vouchers of which are not fo recorded,

fhall be held to be null and void, and not recoverable in any Court of

Law.

VII. And whereas there have of late been many Attempts to feduce Seducers of
Colliers out of Scotland into Foreign Countries, be it therefore further Colliers from
. p . reat Britain
enacted, That all Perfons feducing, or attempting to feduce, Colliers or to te paritr
others aforefaid, from the Kingdom of Great Britain, fhall be punifhed ¢ ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁm
in the fame Manner as Perfons feducing, or attempting to feduce, Ma- tyrers.

nufacturers or other Artizans are punifhable by Law.

IX. Provided always, and be it enacted and declared, That no Coal No Cost
Malter or Leflee of Coal fhall act as a Juftice of Peace under this Act. T o
as a Juftice
X. And be it further enacted, That the Laws now in Force againft Arger this
unlawful Combinations of whatever Kind, fhall extend to and include Laws againtt
. Colliers, Combinations
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toextendto  Colliers, Coal Bearers, and other Perfons employed at Coal Works as

Colliers, &¢. aforefaid; and that nothing in this Act contained fhall extend, or be
conftrued to extend, to alter or repeal any Part of the Acts of the Par-
liament of Scot/and relative to Colliers, unlefs in fo far as is exprefsly
done by this Act, or by the faid Act of the Fifteenth Year of His prefent
Majefty.
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