1883. Counterfeit Medal Act, 1883, CH. 45, 46.

CHAPTER 45.

An Act for preventing the Sale of Medals resembling
Current Coin. [25th August 1883.]

BE it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows :

1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the Counterfeit

Medal Act, 1883.

2. If any person without due authority or excuse (the proof

whereof shall lie on the person accused)—

Makes or has in his possession for sale, or offers for sale, or sells,

Any medal, cast, coin, or other like thing made wholly or
partially of metal or any metallic combination and re-
sembling in size, figure, and colour any of the Queen’s cur-
rent gold or silver coin, or having thereon a device re-
sembling any device on any of the Queen’s current gold
or silver coin, or being so formed that it can by gilding,
silvering, colouring, washing, or other like process, be so
dealt with as to resemble any of the Queen’s current gold
or silver coin,

He shall be guilty, in England and Ireland of a misdemeanor,
and in Scotland of a crime and offence, and on being convicted,
shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding
one year, with or without hard labour.

8. “The Queen’s current gold or silver coin” includes any gold
or silver coin coined in or for any of Her Majesty’s mints, or law-
fully current by virtue of any proclamation or otherwise in any
part of Her Majesty’s dominions, whether within the United King-
dom or otherwise.

CHAPTER 486.

An Act to suspend for a limited period, on account.of
Corrupt Practices, the holding of an Election of a Mem-
ber or Members to serve in Parliament for certain cities
and boroughs. [26th August 1883.]

WHEREAS, in pursuance of addresses to Her Majesty from

both Houses of Parliament in relation to election of members
to serve in Parliament for the cities and boroughs mentioned in
the schedule to this Act, commissioners were appointed by com-
missions, dated the ninth day of September one thousand eight
hundred and eighty, for the purpose of making inquiry into the
existence of corrupt practices at the elections of members to
serve in Parliament for the said cities and boroughs:

And whereas the said commissioners have respectively reported
as regards the existence of corrupt practices to the effect in the
second column of the said schedule mentioned :

And whereas it is expedient, with a view to the future considera-
tion by Parliament of the cases of the said cities and boroughs, to
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provide temporarily for the suspension of elections in the said cities
and boroughs :

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows :

1. This Act may be cited as the Corrupt Practices (Suspension of
Elections) Act, 1883. :

2. An election of a member or members to serve in Parliament
for any of the cities or boroughs mentioned in the schedule to this
Act shall not be held until the expiration of seven days after the
meeting of Parliament in the year one thousand eight hundred and
eighty-four.

SCHEDULE.
CrTiES AND BOROUGHS REFERRED TO.

Name of City or

Borough Report of Commissioners as to prevalence of corrupt practices.

Boston

Corrupt practices prevailed very extensively at the
election of 1880. ., . . . It was stated as an
undoubted fact that all elections, both _parlia-
mentary and municipal, have for a long time past
been corrupt.

Canterbury - - | Corrupt practices extensively prevailed at the elections

of 1879 and 1880.

Chester - - | Corrupt practices extensively prevailed at the general

elections of February 1874 and of April 1880.

Gloucester - - | Corrupt practices extensively prevailed at the elec-

tions in February 1874 and March 1880.

Macclesfield - - | Corrupt practices extensively prevailed at the elec-

tions of 1865, 1868, 1874, and 1880.

Oxford - - | Corrupt practices were committed at the election in

February 1874, and corrupt practices extensively

prevailed at the elections in March 1874, April

1880, and May 1880, by way of payment of money

to voters as therein mentioned.

Sandwich - - | In the election of Msy 1880, there was practised

throughout the constituency, not only indirect

bribery of various kinds, but direct bribery, the

most extensive and systematic. . e .

Electoral corruption has long extensively pre-

vailed in the borough.

CHAPTER 47.

An Act to extend the power of Nomination in Friendly
and Industrial, &e. Societies, and to make further pro-
vision for cases of Intestacy in respect of Personal
Property of small amount. [26th August 1883.]

'\/ HEREAS under the enactments named in the third section of
this Act a member of a friendly, industrial, or other like

" society to which the said enactments apply may, by writing under

his hands delivered at or sent to the registered office of such society,



