
ANNO QUINQUAGESIMO OCTAVO

GEORGI I. REGIS.
AeA

CAP. XXX.
An A@ for preventing frivolous and vexatious

AGtions of Affault and Battery, and for flanderous

Words, in Courts. [23d May 1818.]
HEREAS it is defirable to prevent, as much as may be, frivo-

W lous and vexatious Aétions and Suits of Affault and Battery,
and for flanderous Words, in inferior Courts; be it therefore

enacted by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice
and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this

prefent Parliament affembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That
from and after the pafling of this Aét, in all Ations or Suits of Trefpafs
for Affault and Battery, to be commenced in any Court having, or which

by His Majefty’s Writ of Juficies, may have Jurifdidion to hold Pleas
in Aétions or Suits to the Amount of Forty Shillings (other than
His Majefty’s Courts at Weflminfter, the Court of Great Seffions for
the Principality of Wales, the Court of Great Seflions for the County
Palatine of Che/ter, the Court of Common Pleas for the County Palatine
of Lancafter, or the Court of Pleas for the County Palatine of Dur-
ham), if the Jury upon the Trial of the Iffue in fuch Action, or the Jury
that hall inquire of the Damages, do find or affefs the Damages under

Forty Shillings, then the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in fuch Aion or Suit
fhall have and recover only fo mich Cofts as the Damages fo given
or affeffed amount unto, without any further Increafe of the fame; any
Law, Statute, Cuftom, or Ufage to the contrary in anywife notwith-
ftanding.

Il. And be it further enafted, That in all Actions or Suits of Affault,
and Battery, or for flanderous Words, to be fued or profecuted in any
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- Jury fhall ~~ Court whatfoeverwhich hath not Jurifdiction to hold Plea to the Amount

affefs Da-
der

of Forty Shillings, in fuch A€tions or Suits, if the Jury upon the Trial of
mene the Iffue in fuch A@ion or Suit, or the Jury that fhall inquire of the

Plaintiff thall Damages do find or affefs the Damages under Thirty Shillings, then the
recoveronly Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in fuch A@tion or Suit fhall have and recover only fo
Cofts tothe much Cofts as the Damages fo given or affeffed fhall amount to, withoutAmount
of Damagea any further Increafe of the fame; any Law, Statute, Cuftom, or Ufage to

given. the contrary notwithftanding.
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