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COUNTY COURT RULES 

No. 197 

[C] 

County Court (Costs) Rules (Nortihern Ireland) 1972 

RULES, DATED 28TH JUNE 1972, MADE BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE UNDER 
SECTION 146 OF THE COUNTY CoURTS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1959. 

I, THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM WHITELAW, M.C., M.P., one of Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretaries of ~tate, in exercise of the powers conferred .on 
me by section 146 of the County Courts Act (Northern Ireland) 1959(a) and 
section 1(1) of the. Northem Ireland (Temporary Provisions) Act 1972(b) 
and all other powers enaQling me in that behalf, on the recommendation of 
the County Court Rules Committee and after consultation with the Lord 
Chief Justice, do hereby make-the following Rules:'--: 

Citation and commencement 
1. These Rules may be cited as the County Court (Costs) Rules (Northern 

Ireland) 1972 and shall come into operation on 15th August 1972. 

Amendment of Rules of 1965 
2. The provisions of the County Court Rules (Northern Ireland) 1965(c) 

specified in the first column of the Schedule are hereby amended to the extent 
specified in the second column thereof. 

Saving for previous application of pre-existing scales 
3. Nothing in these Rules shall affect any action, suit or matter 

commenced before 15th August 1972, and the costs payable to solicitors and 
in respect of counsel shall be those payable immediately before the 
commencement of these Rules. 

Dated this 28th day of June 1972. 

W. S. 1. Whitelaw, 
One of Her Majesty's Principal 

Secretaries of State. 

The Ministry of Finance concurs in so much of the Schedule as amends 
Appendix ZM to the County Court Rules (Northern Ireland) 1965 
(prescribing court fees). 

Sealed with the official seal of the Ministry. of Finance this 28th day of 
June 1972. ' 

(L.S.) C. F. Darling, 
Assistant Secretary. 

(a) 1959. c. 25. 
(b) 1972. c. 22. 
(c) S.R. ~ O. (N.!.) 1965, No. 261, as amended 'by S,R. & O. (N.!.} 197.1, No, 35, 
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SCHEDUlJE 

Amendment -of the Connty Conrt Rules (Northem I(eIand) 1965 

Provision amended 

Order 5: Rule 1 

Order 6: ,Rule 8 

Order 12: Rule 4 

'Order 12: Rule 10 

Order 12: Rule BA 

. Order 21: Rule 2 

Order 24: Rule 14 

Order 24: Rule 16 

Order 24: Rule 28 

Or-der 44: Rule·· 2 . 

Order 44: Rul~ 5 

Amendment 

In Order 5 in Rule '1 after paragraph (4) there shall be 
added the following paragraph:-

"(5) An ordinary or eject!TIent civil bill shall bear 
an endorsement in Form lA or Form 3A, as may be 
appropriate." . 

In Order 6 in Rule 8 for the word "sixteen" there 
shall be substituted the words "twenty-one". 

In .order 12 in Rule 4 for the word "eight" there shall 
be substituted the word "fourteen". 

In Order 12 i.n Rule 10 f9r the word "eight" there 
shall be sUibstituted the word "fourteen". 

In Part IV of .order 12 under the heading 
"MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS" and immediately before 
Rule 14 there shall be inserted the following Rule:-
'~Costs payable in settlement 

13A. Where a defendant pays the amount due within 
fourteen days from service of the default or summary 
civil ,bill and also pays fifty per centum 0[ the solicitor's 
costs in column 2 of :faJble 3 in Part I of Appendix 2lL 
together with the :plaintiff's outlay properly incurred to 
date of settlement he shall not be lialble for any furtp-er 
costs." 

.In Order 21 in Rule 2(2)(b) for the words beginning 
with "before" to the end there shall be substituted the 
words "within four,teen days from service of the civil 
bill". 

,In"Order 24 in Rule 14(5) for ,the word "sixteen" 
there shall be sUibstitUited the words "twenty-one". 

In .order 24 in Rule 16 for 'the word "three" there 
shall ,pe sUibstituted the word "fourteen". 

In .order 24 in Rule 28 [or.,the words from "prescribed" 
to the end there shall be substituted the words "prescribed 
by Item 7 in Part X of Appendix ZL and Court Fee No. 
28 in Appendix ZM" . 

. In Order· 44 in Rule 2 for the words ·'·'the -l-stFebruary, 
1966" there shall be substituted the words "15th August, 
1972". 

In .order 44 in Rule 5 after the word "witness" there 
shall be inserted the words "{other than a witness in 
proceedings for compensation for criminal injury)". 
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Provision amended Amendment 

Order 44: Rule 12 In Order 44 in Rule 12 for the expression "131''' there 
shall be substituted the expression "20p". 

Order 44: Rule 13 In Order 44 for Rule 13 there shall be substituted the 
following Rule:-
"Costs payable in settlement 

13. Where a defendant pays the amount due or 
delivers up possession, as the case may be, within 
fourteen days from service of the civil ,bill and also pays 
fifty per cen,tum of the solioitor's costs in column 2 of 
'f.able 4 of Part I or of Table 1 of Part III of Appendix 

· ZL, as appropriate, together ,with all the plaintiff's outlay 
including counsel's fee (if any) properly incurred to date 
of settlement he shall not be liable for ,any further costs." , 

Order 44: Rule HA In Order 44 in Rule 15A for the expression "3Op" 
th.ere shall be substituted the expression "60p". 

Appendix C In Appendix C after Form 1 there shall be inserted 
the following Form:-

"lA 

Endorsement .on ordinary * civil bill 

Costs and outlay if paid within fourteen days from 
date of service £ 

N.OTE: Costs and outlay if paid after fourteen days 
from service will be payable on a higher scale. 

*This' endorsement not ,to be made on def!\uIt or summary 
· civil bills or ordinary civil bills in title jurisdiction or for 
defamation." . 

In Appendix C af.ter Form 3 there shall be inserted 
the following Form:-

"3A 

Endorsement on ejectment civil bill 

G,osts and outlay if defendant delivers up possession 
· within fourteen days from date of service £ 

NOTE: Costs and outlay if possession .delivered up 
a~ter fourteen days from service will be payable on a. 
higher scale.". 
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Provision amended 

Appendix K 

Appendix T 

County Court Rules 1081 

Amendment 

In . .Appendix K in ,Form 1 and in Form 6 for the 
words "eight days'.' 'or the expression "8 days", wherever 
they appear, ,there shall be sulbstituted the words 
"fourteen days" or "14 days''; as rhe case may be, and 
immediately above the word "WARNING" there shall 

,be inserted the following words:-
"Cqsts an4 outlay if paid after fourteen days from 

service will Ibe payable on a higher scale." 

In Appendix K in Form 5 arid in Form 8 for the 
words "eight days" there shall be subsHtuteci the words 
"fourteen -days". 

In Appendix T in Form 1 for the -wor.ds "three days" 
there shall be sUlbstituted the words "fourteen days" and 
at the end of the Form there shall be added the following 
words:- --

"Costs and outlay if paid within fourteen days from 
date of service £ 

NOTE: Costs and outlay if paid after fourteen days 
from service will be payable on a higher scale." 
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Provision 
amended 

County Court J!.ules . No. 197 

Amendment 

Appen4ix ZIL For Appendix ZL there shall'be substituted the following:-

"APPENDIX ZL 

PART I 

OrdinarY Civil Billsl 

(other than those provided for in Table 4) 

TABLE 1: PLAINTIFF'S COSTS 

In actions where amount decreed 

Cl} 

(1) does not exceed £30 
(ii) exceeds £30 but does not exceed £75 

(iii) exceeds £75 but does not exceed £150 
(iv) exceeds £1.50 ._. . 

Solicitor's 
costs 

(2) 

£10.00 
£19.50 
£34.50 
£55.00 

Counsel's' 
fee2 

(3) 

£5.00 
£lO.OO 
£IZ.50 
£16;00 

L This Table. does not apply to. ac#ons for defamation. 
2. Counsel travelijng to attend a court more than 25 miles from 

the GPO, Belfast, is entitled to an additional £2.00. 
3. For each copy civil bill required for service after first add 20p 

to oosts. See Order 44: Rule 12. 
4. Where service of civil bill effected by post under Rule 3(2Xb) of 

Order 6 the solicitor is entitled .to 60p inclusive' of outlay in 
lieu of p<rocess server's fee as prescri'be~ by AIJIPeUdtix E. See 
OrIder 44: Rule 15A. . 

Ordinary Civil BilIsl 

TABLE 2: DEFENDANT'S COSTS 

In actions where amount claimed2 

(1) 

(i) does not· exceed £30 
(ii) exceeds £30 but does not exceed £75 

(iii) exceeds £75 but does not exceed £150 
(iv) exceeds £150 

Solicitor's 
costs 

(2) 

£9.00 
£18.50 
£33.00 
£52.00 

Colinsers 
fee3 

(3) 

£5.00 
£10.00 
£12.50 
£16.00 

1. This Table does nOlt apply to actions for defamation. 
2. See Order 44: Rule 9 for costs of counterclaim. 
3. Counsel travelling to attend a court more than 25 miles from 

the GPO, Belfast, is entitled ;to an additional £2.00. 
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PrQvision Amendment 
amended 

Appendix ZL 
(contd.) 

Default and Summary Civil Bills 

TABLE 3: PLAINTIFF'S COSTS 

In actions where amount decreed 

(1) 

(i) does not exceed £30 
, . '(ii) exceeds £30 but does not exceed £75 

(iii) exceeds £75 but does not exceed £150 
'(iv) exceeds £150 

Where sum claimed and 
lcosts specified in civil 

bill not paid within 14 days 
of service 

(2) 

£7;00 
£13.00 
£17.00 
£21.00 

1. Where the sum claimed is paid within 14 days of service of 
civil' biil the sum for costs specified in column 2 to be reduced 
by 500/0. See Rule BA of Order 12. 

2. Wp,ere a default or summary civil bill is defended the costs of 
plaintiff and defendant respectively shall be in accordance with 
Tables 1 and 2 or, if the Judge so directs under Rule 10 of 
Order 44, the costs of the plairitiff shall be in accordance with 
the above Table or Truble 4, as the case may be. 

3. . fjor ea'ch copy civil bill required for service after first add 20p to 
costs. See Order 44: Rule 12. 

4. Where service Of civil bill ,effected by post under Rule 3(2)(b) 
of Order 6 the solicitor is entitled to 60p inclusive of outlay in 
lietL 9f process server~s 'fee as prescribed by Appendix E. See 

. Order 44: Ru1e 15A. 

Undefended Actions l ·. 

(CY):her >tItan DefauLt or Summary Civil Bills) 

TABLE 4: PLAINTIFF'S COSTS 

... In' actions where' amount decree.d 
~1) 

(i) do.es not exceed £30 
Cii) exceeds £30 but does not exceed £75 

(iii) exceeds £75 but does not.exceed £150 
(iv) exceeds £150 

Solicitor's costs2 3 
(2) 

£7.00 
£13.00 
£17.00 
£21.00 

1. See Order 44: Rule' 10(2) (inserted by 'S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1969 
No. 195) for Judge's discretion re costs and cQunsel in undefended 
actio.ns for .damages. 

2. See Order 44: Rule 13. Only 50% of costs .specified in column 2 
paYliIble where defendant 'pays the amount due within. 14 days 
of service. 

3. .See Part IX (,,!Miscellaneous Costs") of this Appendix for 
application of this TaJble to proceeding~ under Part VII of the 
Judgments (iEru:o,rcement) Act ~.J.) 1969 and under the Hire 
Pur<:hase A<:ts. 

4. For each copy civil bill required for service after first add 20p 
to costs. See Order 44: Rule 12. 

'. 5, When~ service. of civil bi.ll ·effected by post 'under Rule 3(2)(b) 
of order 6 the. solicitor isel!otitled to ,6Op inclusive of outlay in 
lieu of process server's fee as prescribed: by Appendix E . 

.. ,~e Order 44: Rl!-le 15tA. _._ ".'_ ........... · .... _ 
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Provision 
amended 

Appendix ZL 
(contd.) 

County Court Rules No. 197 

Amendment 

Ordinary Civil Bills-Title Jurisdictio~ 

TAB~E 5: PLAINTIFF'S COSTS 

Valuation! 
(1) 

(i) not exceeding £50 
(ii) exceeding £50 

Solicitor's costs 
(2) 

Counsel's fee2 
(3) 

£12.50 
£16.00 

1. To be calculated according to the valuation of the lands {If the 
plaintiff or defendant,as the Judge may direct. 

2. Counsel travelling to attend a court more than 25. miles from 
the GPO, Belfast, is entitled to an additional £2.00. 

3. For each copy civil bill required for service after first add 20p 
to costs. See Order 44: Rule 12. 

4. Where service of civil bill effected by post under Rule 3(2)(b) 
of Order 6 the so.licitor is entitled to 60,p in(:lusive {If outlay 
in lieu of pwcess server's fee as prescribed by Appendix E. 
See Order 44: Rule 15A. 

Ordinary Civil Bills-'-Title Jurisdiction 

TABLE 6: DEFENDANT'S COSTS 

Valuation! 
(1) 

(i) not exceeding £50 
(ii) e)(ceeding £50 

Solicitor's costs 
(2) 

£24.00 
£33.00 

Counsel's -:fee2 
(3) 

£12.50 
£16.00 

1. To be calculated according to the valuation of the lands of the 
plaintiff or defendant, as the Judge may direct. 

2. Counsel travelling to attend a court more than 25' miles from 
the GPO, Belfast, is entitled to an additional £2.00. 

Libel and Slander 

TABLE 7: PLAINTIFF'S COSTS 

Excep,t where the Judge otherwise directs:-

Solioitor's costs ........................... £25.00 

Counsel's feel .............................. £12.50 

1. Counsel travelling to attend a court more than 25 miles from 
the GPO, Belfast, is entitled to an additional sum of £2.00. 

2. For each copy civil bill required f.or service after first add 20p 
to costs. See Order 44: Rule 12. 

3. Where service ·of civil bill effected by post under Rule 3(2)(b) 
of Order 6 the solicitor is entitled t960p inclusive of outlay 
in lieu of pwcess server's fee' as prescri:bed by A!ppendix E. 
See Order 44: Rule 151A. . 
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Provision Amendment. 
amended 

Appendix ZL Libel and Slander 
(contd.) TABLE 8: DEFENDANJ;"S COSTS 

Except where the Judge otherwise directs:--

Solicitor's costs ........ ....... ............ £24.00 

COl.lDsel's feel ............................... £12.50 

1. Counsel travelling to attend a court mo.te than 25 miles from 
·the 'GPO, Belfast, is entitlecI to an additional sum pf '£2,00. 

PART n. 
Remitted' Actionsl 

TABLE 1: PLAINTiFF'S COSTS 

Where 'amount decreed 

(1) 

(i) does not e{(ceed £30 
(H) exceeds £30 but, does not exceed £75 

. (Hi) exceeds £75 'but does not e~ceed £150 
(iv) exceeds, £1503 

Solicitor's 
cOsts 
(2) 

£10.0.0 
£19.50 
£34.50 
£55.00 

. 'Counsel's 
feeZ 
(3) 

£5.00 
£10.00 
£12.50 
£16.00 

.1. Where, a Chancery a9tion is remitted. the Judge shaIJ direct 
whicp. c'9sts fable$ shall apply having regard to. the subject 
ma·tter of the suit 

2; 'Counsel tra;vellirtg to. attend a court mO,re than 25 miles from 
t,he GPO,~erfast, is entitled. to an, 'adcIitional £2.00. 

3 .. Where the amo.unt decreed. exceeds £300, the costs may be 
increased by such amounts as the, Judge thinks proper having 
regard to the amount involved or the importance or difficulty 
of the .case. 

Remitted Actions l 

TABLE 2.: DEFENDANT'S COSTS2 

Subject to :the power of the Judge, \vheTe no specific sum 
is claimed or a sum exc!!eding £300 is claimed to increase the 
follo,wing amounts, having regard to the amount involved or 

the importance Or difficulty of the' case:-

Solicitor's costs 

Counsel's fee~ 

£53.00 

£16.00 

1. Where a Chancery action is remitted the Judge .shall direct which 
costs tables shall apply having regard to the subdect matter 
of the suit.' . 

2. Where the defendant complies with Order 8: R:ule 6, he shall 
be entitled to claim:""-- lodg.ing inoffi.ce, copy Wlrit of summons 
verified by affkl4vit and certified cO.py of notice of remittal and 
entering action £4.50. ' 

: 3. Counsel travelIi.n'g to attend a cour.t more. than 25 miles from 
the' GPO, Belfast, is entitled to an aciditional £2.00. 
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Provision 
amended 

Appendix ZL 
(contd.) 

County Court Rules 

Amendment 

PART III 

Ejecments 

TABLE 1: PLAINTIFF'S COSTS 

(1) 

Where the proceedings are for the 
recov~ry of possession of premises by a 
statutory body under statutory powers 
or which are not otherwise subject to 
the Rent and Mortgage Interest 
(Restrictions) Acts (Northern Ireland) 
1920 to. 1956-

In other cases­

where the valuation 
(i) does not exceed £50 

(ii) exceeds £50 

Solicitor's 
costs1 

(2) 

£15.00 

£25.00 
£40.00 

No. 197 

Counsel's 
fee2 
(3) 

£8.00 

£12.50 
£16.00 

1. See Order 44: Rule 13. Only 50% payable where defendant 
delivers up possession within 14 days of service of civil bill. 

2 Counsel tra'Velling to attend a ceurt mere than 25 miles from 
the GPO, Belfast, is en.titled to an additional £2.00. 

3. For each! copy civil bill required for service arter first add 
20p to. costs. See Order 44: Rule 12, 

4. Where service of civil bill .effected by post rmder Rule 3(2)(b) 
of Order 6 the solicitor is entitled to. 60p inclusive of outlay in 
lieu of process server's fee as prescribed by Appendix E. See 
Order 44: Rule 15A. 

Ejectments 

TABLE :2: DEFENDANT'S COSTS 

(1) 

Where the proceedings are for· the 
recovery of possession ef premises by a 
statutory body under statutery powers 
or which are not otheJ.1Wise subject to 
the Rent and Mortgage Interest 
(Restrictions) Acts (Nerthern Ireland) 
1920 to 1956-

In other cases-

where the valuatien 
(i) does not exceed £50 

(ii) exceeds £50 

Solicitor's 
costs 
(2) 

£14.00 

. £23.00 
£33.00 

Counsel's 
feel 

(3) 

£8.00 

£12.50 
£16.00 

1. Counsel t~avelling to attend acouIt mote than 25 miles from 
the GPO, Belfast, is entitled to an additional £2.00. 
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Provision 
amended 

Appendix ZL 
(contd.) 

County Court Rules 

Amendment 

PART IV 

Proceedings to Annul Precept, 
Order, or Conviction-Order 33 

1087 

Instructions, 'drawing 'notice and ,copy .... '; .. : .......... £2.00 

Bntr)" preparation 'for and attending hearing ......... £6.50 

,Drawing order ................................................ £0.50 
! 

PART V 

Restitution of Possession 

Wh~Ie the a:pplicatio~ :for resti,tution shall be opposed 
and shall be refused, Part HI, 'Table 2, shall apply as if the 
respondent were a defendant. " 

Whe:re ,the application for restitution is granted no 
party ,and party cos,ts ,shall be allowed. 

PART VI 

" Grant and Revocation of Probate 'or Administration 

TABLE 1: PLAINTIFF'S CoSTS 

Where estate consists' ,of both person~lty \ Solicitor's 
and lands or lands only 'and the costs 

valuation of the lands-

0) ~) 

(i) does not exceed £50 £30.<;>0 

(ii) exceeds £50 £40~00 

Counsel's 
feel 

(3) 

£I2.5() 

£16.00 

'1. Counsel travelling to attend a court more than 25 miles from 
the GPO, Belfast, is entitled to ,an additional £2.00. 

"2. 'For each copy civil bill requitt:d for service after first add 2()p to 
oosts. See Order 44: Rule' 12.' , , 

,3. Where service ofcivi1 bill.effected,by, post under Rule 3(2)(b) 
,(),f. O,vder 6 the soUcitor is en'titled, to" 60p inclusive of outlay 

',in lieu of pr,oces~ server's .,fee as prescribed by Appendix E. 
See Order' 44: Rule 15A. 
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Provision 
amended 

Appendix ZL 
(contd.) 

County Court Rules No. 197 

Amendment 

Grant and Revocation of Probate or Administration 

TABLE 2: DEFENDANT'S COSTS 

Where estate consists of both personalty 
and lands or lands only and the 

valuation of the lands-
(1) . 

(i) does not exceed £50 
(ii) exceeds £50 

Solicitor's 
costs 

(2) 

£25.00 
£34.00 

Counsel's 
feel 

(3) 

£12.50 
£16.00 

1. Counsel travelling to attend a court more than 25 miles· fmm 
the GPO, Belfast, is entitle<;l to an additional' £2.00. 

Grant and Revocation of Probate or Administration 

TABLE 3: PLAINTIFF'S COSTS 

Where there are no lands and the 
personalty !!worn at a sum-

(1) 

(i) not exceeding £1,000 
(ii)' exceeding £1,000 

Solicitor's 
costs 

(2) 

£30.00 
£40.00 

Counsel's 
feel 
(3) 

£12.50 
£16.00 

1. Counsel travelling to attend a court more than 25 miles fmm 
the GPO; Belfast, is entitled to an additional £2.00. 

2. For each copy civil bill required for service after first add 20p to 
costs. See Order 44: Rule 12. . 

'3; Where servke' of civil bill effected by post under Rule 3(2)(b} 
,of Order 6 the !)oIicitor is entitled to 60p inclusive of outlay 
.in lieu ,or process server's' fee, as prescribed by Appendix E. 
See Order 44: Roule 15A!. 

Grant and. Revocation of Probate or Adjninistration 

. '·TABLE 4: DEFENDANT'S COSTS 

Wher.e, the,re are no. lands and the Solicitor's Counsel's 
personalty sworn at a sum-· costs feel 

(1) (2) (3) .. ... 

(i) not exceeding £1,000 £25.00 £12.50 
(ii) ,exceeding £1,000 £34.00 £16.00 \ 

1. c9u~sel travelling to attend a colitt mo,re than 25 miles fr,om 
the GPO, Belfast,' is entitled t6 an additional £2.00. 
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;TABLE 1: ApPLICANT'S COSTS 

PART VII 
Criniinal Injury Applications 

Coul1sel's fee 
(3) 

> ..... :g 8 :(1) 
';::I' i:l _0. 
~ .... •. ;.< 

-.;... 
N 
t""' 

£5.00 

Where amount awarded-- ~olicitor'scost.s I' 
('1) (2) • 

(1) does' not' excew £30 ,. .. £iO:OO :"'-~~---'~-----c-~~~~ 
(ii) eXCeeds £30}:mt dOes not exceed .£75' £i9.50' £10.00 

£12.50 
£16.00 
£18.OQ 
£20.00 
£30.00 
£35.00 
£40.00 
£42.00 
£45.00. 
£47.00 
£50.00 
£52.00 
£55.00 
£51.00 
£60.00 
£62.00 
£63.00 

(iii) exceeds. £75' but does not exceed £150 £34'.50' 
(iv) exceeds. £150' but does not. exceed £300 £55.00 
(~}.exceeds £300 but ,does not exceed £500 £60:00 

(vi) exceec;ls. £500 but does not exceed £1',000 . £70;00-
(vii) exc~ds £1,000' but does not exceed £2,000 £80 .. 00' 

(v!H).exceeds £2;000 'but does !Ilot exceed £3;500 . £90.00 
Qx) ~xceeds, £3,500' but doe~ not exceed £5;000 £100.00: 
(x) excee$ £5,000 bat does. not exceed. £5,1500 £105:00 

(xi) exceed~ £5,500 bl,lt does not eXCeed £6,000 £110.00 
(x,ii) exceeds £6;000 but does not exceed £6,500 £115,O(}, 

(xiii) exceeds £6,500' but does· not exc.eed£7,0IJ0 £120,00 
(xiv) exceedS £7;000.but does not exceed £7,500 ;. £125.00 
(xv): exceeds £7,500 but doeS not ex~ £8,000 ' £130.00 

. (xvi) exc~ds £8:;000 but· dqes not exceed £8,500 £135.00 
.. (xVii) exceeds £8,500 bl,lt doeS not exceed: £9,000 £14Q.00 
(xviii) exceeds £9,000 but does not exceed £9,500 £145.00 

. (xiX) exc<*is £9,500 Rut does not exceed £10,000 £150.00 

1. Where award. settJedi by agreement and not by r~ason. of a contest in court; only 50% of the costs specified in columns· (2) 
an<;l (3) payable un.less the Judge otherwise orders. . 

2. Where case one of eXceptional COllllPlexity {)f difficulty, Judge mil-Y certify an. amount ~xceeding scale figure. 
'3. Wl).ere t1;te ~mount awarded exceed~ £10,000, the Judge shall certify the amount' for soHcitor's Icosts and the amount allowed 

for cOllnsel's' fee. . ' 
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Provision 
amended 

Appendix ZL 
(contd.) 
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County Court Rules No. 197 

Amendment 
~. ,,'.,,' " 

PART VII (contd.) 

Criminal Inj1,lry Applications 

TABLE 2: RESPONDENT'S COSTS 

Where an applldaiion"' for compensation is dismissed the 
amount recoverable by the respop.dent for solicitor's costs or 
counsel's fee shall, in default of' agreement, !be such amount, 
if any, as ,1he Judge may settle. ~ 

Equity Suits and froceedings 

1. Subject to the Judge's diicretion, the following regula­
tions shall be· applicalble to the costs of Equity suits and pro­
ceedings under sections 15 and, 16 of. the Act. 

~ " ' 

2. For the 'determinaHon of\~sts ilin iEquity ma,tters there 
shall be two scales which may be Known respectively as Scale 
1 and Scale 2 and shall, sUlbject" t9, the succeeding regulations 
of this ,Part, be applied as follows, that .is ,to say:-

Where 1Jhe value of. the .personalty 
and lands- . 

does not exceed £500 
exceeds £500 

'\fh~:Scale a.pplic!llble 
shall be-

Scale .1 
.' Scale 2 

and the CO&ts !in the Schedule her~to shaU apply accordingly. 

3",. FoT, the purpose of ascert~iningthe alppropriate scale 
the "Valt).e 6f any hinds not valued by a court valuer or sold 
in the .course oithe .proceedings iShaII, subject to any direction 
of the Judge, b~ taken ,to be fot,ty times their valuation, under 
th~ ¥alual;ion·.·Aots.,.··· . / " 

4~' Notwithsta:ndulg: the foregoing provisions of this Part, 
iheJudge . may' hi. 'iLo.y case odrre9t ,that eiother of the scales 
,pr~scr1bed, in this Part be wholly :or partly applicable for the 
determination of the costs of any: party thereto. 

'. 5. 'Where any CO&tS· j)f ex,penseS have not been provided 
for in :the 'said Schedul~, or whej:e, having regard to the work 
actually .performed, the amounts so provided for are in the 
;o,pinion o~ the ,Judge inad{<quate, .he may for any particular 
case make a sPecial order ... aIlowing such costs and ex,penses 
as.·he rp.ay;thinkjust"" 

:.: I, . .' .~ 

6 .. 'Th~ .:~a:I~~Jd~ ··il'i~::·.:sj:\Jbject matter of any suit for the 
purp·oSI:l.,<i~f 'stamp duties . and for t4e allowance of costs and 

. expen)les' shall. ip: case of ;~ispute b~ assessed by :the Judge . 
• " " ",' • >--'", .-, " , • 

}', 
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7. Where a suit is terminated by settlement or other 
arrangement at any time before the fina,l decree, the Judge 
may order such allowance in respect of costs and expenses 
of either or any of the parties as in his opinion, having regard 
to the nature and circumstances of the case, may seem just. 

8. The costs of sepamte appearances by counsel or solicitor 
for parties whose interests are not antagonistic shall not be 
allowed, nor shall more than one set of costs ,be allowed for any 
parties for whom the Judge is of opinion tha;t separate appear-

. ances. were unnecessal1" 

9. Costs as between' party and party shall in all cases 
be taxed by the Clerk of the Crown and Peace or Registrar 
when ·directed by the Judge, and as between solicttor and client 
on requisition. Every such taxation shall be subject to review 
by the Judge wholly or in part. 

10. Where in' a mortgage suit the defendant, either before 
,the hearing -or 'W·ithin the time fixed by the primary decree, 
pays the amount due for principal and interest together with 
all costs due up to the date of payment such costs shall be 
ascertained .by reference to ,the amount due- at the commence­
ment of the proceedings and not by reference to the value of 
the lands. 

11. Where Equity proceedings involve merely a declaration 
of title or a claim for daml),ges for trespass to lan!is, or an 
injunction in relation to lands, it shaH be in the discretion of 
the Judge to direct that costs shall be in accordance with 
Tables 5 and 6 in Part I in lieu of any other Tables or scales. 

SOHBDULE 

Counsel's Fees 

•. Scale Scale 

For advising proceedings or defence, settling 
the equity civil bill or ~tition and advising 
proofs-' . 
On the hearing of every equity civil bill or 
,~tition-

In sui·ts in which the primary relief sought is 
of course, and involves a reference :flor account 
or inquiry, anog, a second decree, no fee shall 
be allowed in: respect of' the first hearing 
unless the Judge, having regard 'to any 
question of difficulty which may arise in the 
course of the suit, otherwise directs. 

In every suit for equitable relief, where the 
right to such relief is not contested, the fees 
allowed on the hearing shall, unless the 
J udge"OtlietiWisin:lirects, ifot" exceed-'=">' '" ,." '. ,'. 

1 2 

£ £ 

5 

9 

-5' ....... . 

8 

13 

8 
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.. The' allow~nce of fees for Counsel which are not ,her~.i~before 
provided for shall be governed by the natlIre, circumstances 
and gen~ral requirements of each Case; and, save as herein 
provided, n9 fee to Counsel shaH be allowed on taxation­
unless ,by special direction in writing 'signed by the Judge, which 
direction must in all cases . beappli~d for at the time of 
Counsel's ~p,pearance; and no' costs ofCouns~1 shall be allowed 
in. any case which in ·the opinion of the Judge' is not fit for such 
allowance; . 

In all cases in which a fee to Counsel is !\ilIowed or directed 
by t:\ie ,Judge, there shall be. produced~o the. 'Officer on 
taxfltiotl.-- ! 

(a) the ·brief or document .J,ttrespect of which such fee is 
char~ed; 

. (b) where requisite, a memorandum of ,the allowance or 
direction of the Judge; and 

Cc)' Counsel's receipt; 
otherwise the items for the fee and all reievant instructions 
shall be disallowed, or the taxation 'shail :be ;disalloweci, or the 
taxation shall be adjourned without costs ·of'attendance, at the 
,discretion of ,tlie officer. ' 

Solicitors' Costs 

PERCENTAGE OR COMMISSION IN LffiU OF SOLICITORS' COSTS IN 
, ' SUITS BY CIVIL BILL OR PETITION 

If in' any. ,suif,f having regard {ojg nature and circumstru;ices, 
it appears to the Judge, on the application.of the solicitor having 
carriage of the proceedings, or ,o{ the solicitor for any party 
interested in 'the suit, that it is expedient tha.t a percentage or 
commission should be allo.wed as remuneration to the soliCitor 
or solicitors' for his or their. services in ea~h suit, in lieu of 
ordinary costs there41, he may make. such allowance, subject 

" to the following ,provisions" that is to say:-'-
(a) 'The ;per.centage or commission in any, such suit shall be' 

calculated upon the value of -the sUlbject matter of the 
's'\lit. _ 

(b) :the application fOr shoh ailowl!-ri~e :may ,be made at any 
hearing of.a suit .9r py in~erlocu,~ory flPplication. 

Cc) In case of the death or change of ' the solicitor on whose 
_ applica¥(;m ,such a1l9,wance has peen made, or for any 
,other cause;,!the', J~~gemay sUlbsequently vary such 
direc,tion, aIi.Q.o'r.4er t113-:1 ;my cQs:tsproperly and neces-

, sarily i;ncm:red in the s~.ita:te, to be flscertained in the 
usual -way., " ." . 

(d) 'The'fj,llowaribe o(i'percentage: or ,cbh;l.mission in lieu of 
costs shall not prejudice '-cir restdet'the exercise by the 

. Judg~ -9f..the, judsq,JctiQ)l ·to, allow .pr disallQwCQsts to 
, al;i.yp~Jty.in any ,~tiit::' ~'" :: > • , •• , 

.' .... 
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Solicitors' Costs 

WHERE THE PRINCIPLE OF ALLOWANCE By.PERCENTAGE OR 
COMMISSION DOES NOT APPLY 

1. For taking instructions for civil bill or 
defence, !lIdvising thereon, taking instructions 
for hearing, advising proofs, and instructing 
Counsel when employed. 

2. For drawing civil bill or s·tatement of 
defence and copy for service, and instructing 
Counsel when eIIl(f?loyed. 

3. For entering civil bill or' defence, and 
attending -the hearing, w1fu or without 
Counsel, and for all other costs up to the 
decree, and' taking out same. 

4. In cases of account or inquiry--.on further 
hearing, in !liddition to the above, for 
entering the m!lltter, attending further hearing 
with or without Counsel and taking out the 
.order thereon. . 

5. For confitunation of cer,tificate on account 
or inquiry where no application to vary a 
sum not exceeding-

6. Trustee Act: Order 26. 
For instructions and attendances,drawing, 
engrossing and filing an affidavit for the 
purpose 0'£ payment· of money, transfer of 
stock, or deposit of security, obtaining the 
certificate, paying the money, transferring 
the stock, or depositing the security and all 
other costs. 

7. For all ,work incident to obtainJing an 
order to invest under Order 26 or Ordm- 41 
or for payment of income under Or·der 41-

Where the awlication is ex par-te 

Where the application is on notice 

8. Por atl work incident to obtaining an 
order foil' payment out or distribution of 
funds-
Where the application is ex parte 

: Where the application is on notic~ or by 
. petition 

Scale Scale 
1 2 

£ £ 

4 

'3 

10 

10 

4 

7 

4 

5 

4 

7 

8 

6 

18 

18 

7 

14 

8 

10 

8 

14 

For the pUi1Poses of items 1, 2 and 3 the exwression "civil bill" 
includes any summons or pcetition initia,ting proceedings but does 
not include a petition at .item 8. 
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9. Forllll work in connection with an 
applic~tion to..,the Cle::rlc of the . Crown and. 
Peace u'nder Order 40: Rule 2. 

Costs in the office of ·-the Clerk of the Crown 
and Peace. . 

10. To. the solicitor for·the plaintiff, 
petitioner, or party having the' carriage of 
the pwcc;:edings. In all cases' :of. account or 
inquiry directed by any decree or order to . 
be taken or. made :bef:ore any officer of the:: 
court, and ,in lieu of all .other c.osts incurred 
bellween the primary decree and the termij]a­
tion of the taking of such account, or the 
making of such 'inquiry,,, there shall be 
al19wed .tOI the s.olioitor for the plaintiff, ' 

· petitj.oIier,. or par.ty having:' the car·riage of . 
. ' the proceedings, as the case 'may be; such . 

sum as having regard to Rule 8 the taxing 
,offircer ·shall· consider reasonable 'but not . 

1 2 
" 

£ £ 

. 2· 4 

. exce~ding (save by direction of the Judge).. 2'5 50 

11. To the solicitor ror.the defendant or. 
respondent. . 
In. all oases of account or inquiry directed 
by any decree or order to be taken ot made 
-before the officer of the 'Court, and in· 'lieu 
of all other costs incurred between the date 
of the primary decree and the telilIi.ination 
of the taking of such account or the making 
of such inquiry, there shall beal10wed t~ 
each par-ty (other' than the par-ty. having' 
carriage of the proceedings) on. the taxation 
of the COStS, regard. being had .to the work. 
properly performed. such sum as, the officer 
thinks reasonable .or just, not exceeding' the 
allOlWance·to thepiaintiff, petitioner or .other 
patty having carriage of the proceedings, 
hereinbefore pI'Qvided. " 

QCOASl'ONAIL COSTS 
Receivers 

12. For all work' in conneotion wi1ih the. 
appointment of a rec.c::iven .and .the completion . 
of the security, a sum not exceeding- . 

13. For ~nstru<::tions. for the act:ou~t'~fa. 
receiver, drawing and preparing the 'sam~,' 
and all attendan~s ,to lqdge, vouch and pass.' 
,the same, and the distribution or application' 
of the ba;1ance, ~ sum· ,nqt exceeding- ' , 

'. ,'. 

· Interlocutory AQJplicamons and AttendanlCes ' 

· 14. For 'all. work m' connection with. an' 
interlocutory application ap:d· the' order, .. 

8 14 

8 14. 

thereon, a sum not exceeding-4 7' 
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Letters 

15. P,or writing a letter a reasonable time 
·before the institution of proceedings. 

Drafts and Copies 

16. Por drawing and engrossmg any docu­
ment not otherwise pf{)vided Lor, lOp per 
Lolio. 

17. For copies of all necessary documents 
used in Court, or required 'by the Judge or 
briefed, per folio. ' 

For cal1bons or duplica~; per folio .. 

PART IX 

Scale '. Scale 

'. 

1 2 

£ £ 

0.38 

0.03 

0.02 

0.38 

0.03 

0.02 

Miscellaneous Costs , 
CE:&TlFJiCAJmsOF SAl11I:SF AQI1lON 

For all work in connection w:iJth 'obtaiil,ing certificates of 
satisfaction under Order 36, Rule 26{6), £2.50 .. 

INTElRlN-EAlDiER . PROOEiElDiLN'GS 
The costs. under Order 10 shall .be in accordance with the 

.. ':'. " foregoirtg R;ui'es'; lu'id :ftabies: sd' fa,t"as ippropria:te and subject 
to any direction by the J ud~e. 

: .1 

INTER[';OCUTOIRY APPtl;]]cATIiONS (other than Equity) 
Instructions:and ,dr~wing nopice.of motion, \filing and 

. serving copy .' £1.50 
Attending before Judge .or Clerk of the Crown and 
Peace on notice or ex parte £4.00 

. Only to .be aUowedagainst the other party when verified 
by the Judge or Clerk of the Cr{)wn and Peace. 

J)UDGMENTS (l?NFORCBMiBNfT) ACT (NOiRTiHlERN 
LRELAND) 1969: Part VU' 

C{)stS of' an ,enforcement orde~ under Rule 21(2).(a) of Order 
36. sb-a]l '!;le in aCcprdance with Part I, TraJble 4, as id' the total 
.am9unt iJtder~d' to be paid"oby instalments ",ere the amount 
decreed. . . . " 
. :.Costs of'a 'committaUorder or an .. attachthent of earnings 
. order made by,·the, CQurt ,under, the 'said Aot shail be one-half 
the amount of the 'C,?sts appropriate to an enforcement order. 

INFERIOR COU&TS JUDGMIENTS ExrnNsroN AOT 
.. ,: " .. , " ::, 1882 

'Applicant's costs of ob~in.ing. a ~1itificate of a decree 
. '. ." . . of: regrstefirtg'a'certifica:te .... .... . ," . £2.00 
, ,,'. ... 'And' iU"addltiou" Where : an'~ffid~vtit is, required SOp together 
-"",",.'. "'"_, _","._.,._ .• , ...... wit;b.." th.e~,GQrorois_sj9.ner,~(LJe.e..i,i:t,anY:k ~.~~,.,.~ "-~' .. ~_'~ __ -_' '.~~., .. ,~ ' .. " 
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HIRE PUROHASiE 

Where an order is made for recovery of possession of goods 
let under a hire purchase agreement the prima facie value of 
the goods for ,the purposes of costs shall b~ the hire purchase 
price of the goods less (a) any deposit paid, (h) any instalments 
of hire pl1.rc;hase price paid, (c;} amount of arrears (if any) 
awarded by the decree or order, but ,this'value may be varied 
by the Judge in his discretion and the costs shall be of the 
same ,amount as in proceedings for the recovery of a sum of 
money equal to the said value of the goods. 

Where a decree for arrears of instalments and/or damages 
is coupled with an order for recovery of posSession of goods 
the amount ther~f shall be added to the value of the goods 
as ascertainecl, as, a:bovt< for the p'1,lrpose of fi~ing ,the amount 
of the costs. 

In any ptoceecling~.olJ., foot of a hire purchase agreement· 
for recover:y of possession of goods or for arrears of instal­
ments or for damages for breach of the said agreement where 
such proceedings are undefended the costs sh.a:ll be in accord­
ance 'with Part I, Table 4,and in other cast<s iPart I, Tables 
1 ot 2. The foregoing provisions shall apply to all hite purchase 
agreements whether under the provisions of the Hire Purchase 
Act .(NoFthern Ireland) 1966 or not. 

STATUiTORY APfflALS ANQ APPLICATWNS 

Notice of appeal or application, servic;es and entry . £3.00 
Preparation, fior and attending bearin~, instructing 
counsel (if any) and taking out order . . .. . £16.00 
Counsel's fees . . £10.00 

The above fees may be increased at the discretion of the 
Judge, who may in the case of an wpplication under the 
Administration of 'Esta,tes' Act (Northern Irelll:nd) 1955 or the 
Inheritance (Famil~ iFrovision) Act (Northern Ireland) 1960 
or any other statutory application not· othepwise provided for, 
direct thaot the Equity scaleS shall. apply in lieu of the a1bove 

, costs. 

DETINUE PIR!OCEEtDINGS 

Where an order is mad~ for deliVery of goods with or with­
out an order for damag.es the vah~e of the goods .as assessed 

. by the Court shall be added. to the damages, if any, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the wppropriate. costs scales. 

Where an action in detinue' is dismissed· ·the defendant's 
costs shall be based upon the value of the goods claimed as 
assessed: by the Court or shall be such sum as the Judge may 
award. 

COSl1S OF THIE DAY 

If .ordered by the JJ.!.dge on the. a.pplicatiQn of .any party, 
. ,the costs of the <lay in any proceeding shall be in ·the sum of 
£5.00. 
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PART X 

Occasional Costs 
£ 

• 1. For any affidavit of service not otherwise :provided 
~ Qn 

2. For any other necessary affidavit not otherwise 
provided for, per folio 0.10 

3. For preparing recognizance 0.50 

4. For drawing, issuing and having served a witness 
summons 0.37 

5, For drawing· costs and copies, per page 0.50 

6. For attending taxation, per hour 0.75 

7. On review by the Judge under Order 24, Rules 25 
and 28, such sum as the Judge may allow not 
exceeding £1..00." 

Appendix ZM In Appendix ZM-
in Part I in the entry-

opposite Nos. 9, 10 and 17 in the left-hand column for 
the references to £50 and £100, wherever they appear, 
there shall be substituted £30 and £75 respectively;' 

opposite No. 11 for the references to £30 and 30p there 
shall be substituted references to £50 and 50p respec­
tively; 

opposite No: 12 for the reference to 50p there shall be 
substituted a reference to 75p; 

opposite No. 14 for the words from" On a counter­
claim" on wards there shall be substHuted-

"On a counterclaim or set 01I-
not exceeding £30 
exceeding £30 but not exceeding £75 
exceeding £75 

15p 
25p 
40p "; 

opposite item No. 18 for the references to £30 and 25p 
there shall be substituted £50 and 40p respectively and 
for the references to £30 and 40p there shall be sub­
stituted £50 and 'J5p respectively. 
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..... , .-.......... _., .... .EXPLANATQE,X NQTE .......... ". '., 

(This note is not parrot the Rules, but is intended 
.. .' ." J() ,indicl!te their gl!neral purp~rt->, 

No. 197 

'. ' ~: .. 

These Rules amend the proYisions of Order 44 of and Appendix. ZL to 
the County Court Rules (Northern Ireland) 1965 as to the scales of' costs 
allowed for solicitors or. counsel·as. between party and party. 

Appendix ZM (court fees) is also amended in cert~in respects . 
. ' . 
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