
ANNO QUINQUAGESIMO QUINTO

GEORGI III. REGIS.

CAP. LI.
An A& to amend an A& of His late Majefty King

George the Second, for the more eafy aflefling,
collecting, and levying of County Rates. |

[rath May 1815.]
HEREAS the Laws now in force, are found ineffeCtual for

VW the Correétion of the Difpropertions which now exift, or
which may from Time to Time take place, in the Affeflments

of County Rates; be it hereby enacted by the King’s moft Excellent
Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and
the Authority of the fame, That from and after the pafling of this A&, it Juttices in
fhall be lawful for the Juftices of the Peace of the feveral Counties in that General or

Part of Great Britain called England, affembled at their General or
Quarter Sef

Quarter Seffions, or at any Adjournment or Adjournments thereof, and ond
they are hereby authorized and empowered, whenever Circumftances fhall equal County
appear to require it, to order and dire&t a fair and equal County Rate to Rate, when-
be made, for all the Purpofes to which the County Stock or Rate is now

ever Circum-
or fhall hereafter be made liable by Law, according to the Directions

pear to we
herein-after mentioned; and for that Purpofe, to affefs and tax every quire it.
Parifh, Townfhip, and other Place, whether Parochial or Extra-parochial,
within the refpective Limits of their Commiffions, rateably and equally,
according to a certain Pound Rate (to be from ‘lime to Time fixed and
publicly declared by fuch Juftices) of the full and fair Annual Value of
the Mefluages, Lands, ‘Tenements, and Hereditaments, rateable to the

- 5M Relief
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Relief of the Poor therein, any Law or Statute to the contrary -thereof
‘notwithftanding: Provided alfo, that nothing in this Act contained hall
extend or be conftrued to extend to give any Jurifdidtion to the Juftices
of the Peace ofthe faid feveral Counties, over any Places fituate’ within
the Limits of any Liberties or Franchifes having a feparate Jurifdidtion,
which before the paffing of this A&t were fubjeét to Rates in the Nature
of County Rates impofed and affeffed by the Juftices of the Peace for {uch
Liberties or Franchifes, or which were exempt from the Rates of the

County in which they lie, either in the Whole or in Part; nor to alter

any Proportion of County Rate payable by any Liberty or Franchife

having a feparate Jurifdiction, as eltablifhed between the County and the

_, daid Liberty or Franchife, provided fuch Exemption or Proportion fhall
have been created by or derived from Grant, Charter, or any {pecial
Local A€&t of Parliament; nor to compel any fuch Liberty or Franchile,
paying to fome One or more of the Rates {pecified in the Preamble of an

paffed in the Twelfth Year of the Reign of His late Majefty King
George the Second, intituled An AG for the more eafy affeffing, collecting,
and levying County Rates, to pay to any other Rate therein mentioned, to

which fuch Liberty or Franchife was not liable to contribute before the

pafling of the faid AG; nor to repeal or alter the Provilions of any Aéts
aqw in force which thall have fixed the Times and Places of holding any
General or Annual General Seffions or Adjournment thereof, for the

aflefling the Rates of any County, or for the raifing, levying, or col-
leGting the fame, but that fuch Provifions fo fixing the Time or Place of
holding fuch General or Annual General Seffions or Adjournment thereof,
and of” then and there exclufively tranfa¢ting the Matters therein men-

tioned. refpecting the County Rates, fhall be and remain in full Force;
~ and that all the Matters and Things which in and by this A& are autho-

rized to. be done by the Juftices of the Peace at their General or Quarter
Seflions, or at any Adjournment or Adjournments thereof, fhall be done
and performed exclufively at fuch General or Annual General Seflions or

- at fome Adjournment thereof, and at no other Time or Place than fuch

Juttices
to require
Church-
wardens and
Overfeers to
make Returns
of Annual,
Value of
Rateable |

Property. '

as fhall have been fixed by any fuch Act.

IL And for the better enabling the faid Juftices to make fuch fair
and equal County Rates, be it hereby further enacted, That it fhall be
lawful for them, at any General or General Quarter Seflions of the
Peace, or at any. Adjournment or Adjournments thereof (to be holden
after the pafling of this Act) and as often as they fhall deem it expedient,
and they are hereby authorized and empowered to iflue Precepts, figned
by their Chairman, or by the Clerk of the Peace under the Authority
of the faid Court, to the High Conftables, Petty Conftables, Church-
wardens, Overfeers of the Poor, Affeffors and Collectors of Public Rates, and Taxes of or for the feveral and refpettive Parifhes, Townfhips, and
Places, whether Parochial or otherwife, within their JurifdiGion, or to
fuch and fo many of them as to the faid Juftices fhall feem expedient,
requiring the faid Conftables, Churchwardens, and Overfeers of the

.. Poor, Affeffors and Collectors refpeClively, to make Returns in Writing
“to the Juftices of their refpeétive Divifions in Petty Seflions aflembled
(which Returns fhall be verified on Oath, at the Time of Delivery, be-
fore any Two or more fuch Juftices,) of the Total Amount of the full and
fair Annual Value of the feveral Eftates and rateable Property. within the
Parifh, Townfhip, or Place, whether Parochial or otherwife, to which they

Soe -refpectively
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refpectively ‘belong, charged or affeffed to the Poors Rate at the Timeof making fuch Return, or liable fo to be, or charged or affeffed on any
other Rate or Affeflment, whether Parochial or Public, without regard.
neverthelefs to the aétual Amounts or Sums affeffed on the Property
therein, fave and except in fuch Parithes, Townfhips, or Places only,where fuch Property is affeffed to the full and fair eftimated annual pto-ductive Value.

Ill, And be it further enated, That it fhall be lawful for the faid Juf. Jufticesading
tices fo affembled at their General or Quarter Seffions as aforefaid, and

for Divifions
they are hereby authorized and empowered from Time to Time, whenever 4,
they fhall deem it expedient for the Purpofes of this A&t, alfo to make an. Returns.
Order or Orders for the Juftices of the Peace, within the Limits of their
Commiilions, to meet from Time to Time within the feveral Divifions in
and for which they refpectively aét, and to fix therein the Time of fuch
Firft Meeting ; and the faid Juftices in their refpective Divifions fhall havePower to adjourn from Time to Time, until the Purpofes of this Act fhall
be completed; and any Two or more fuch Juftices, affembled at any fuch
Meeting, fhall receive the Returns of the faid Conftables, Churchwardens,
Overfeers, Affeflors, and Colleétors, caufing the fame to be verified as
before directed, and them and every or any of them to examine on Oath
touching any Matters and Things contained in fuch Returns, as in the
Judgement of the faid Juftices may appear neceffary for the Purpofes of
this Act, and to report their Proceedings to the faid Juftices aflembled at
the next or any fubfequent General or Quarter Seffions, as they fhall have
ordered and directed.

IV. And be it further enacted, That in cafe any Conftable, Church- Penalty on
warden, Overfeer, Affeifor, or Colleétor aforefaid, fhall neglect or make Church-
Default in making any fuch Return in Manner aforefaid, to the Precepts Gardens andwhich fhall be iffued by or under the Authority of the faid Juftices ; then making Re-
and in every fuch Cafe each and every fuch Conftable, Churchwarden, turns
Overfeer, Affeflor, or Collector fo neglecting and making Default, (without
fufficient Excufe to be allowed by the faid Juftices in their faid General
or Quarter Seflions) fhall forfeit and pay fuch Sum and Sums of Money,
not exceeding Twenty Pounds, as fhall or may be ordered or adjudged
by fuch Juftices fo affembled as aforefaid, to be levied on the Goods and
Chattels of each and every Churchwarden and Overfeer of the Poor fo
neglecting or making Default.

V. And be it further enacted, That in cafe of Default by not making Juitices in
due Return of any Matter or Thing required by the Precept of the Jul- Petty Seffions
tices in General or General Quarter Seffion affembled, as before directed, aflembled,ditoit fhall be lawful for the Juftices in their refpeétive Divifions in Petty Tue their
Seflions affembled, or any Two or more of them, to iffue their Precepts Precepts to
to any Officer or Officers before defcribed, who fhall have made fuch Officers, re-

Default, to make their Returns inWriting, as before required, to them, quiring themon a Day_and at a Place therein to be named, and fo from Time to Time girns in
as often as fhall be neceflary; and in cafe any Officer before defcribed Writing.
fhall neglect or make Default in making any fuch Return to the Precepts
which fhall be iffued by any Two or more Juftices aéting for the Divifion
wherein fuch Default fhall be made, then and in every fuch Cafe each and
every fuch Officer before defcribed, fo neglecting and making Default as
aforefaid, without fufficient Excufe to be allowed by the faid

Tuflices. acting )
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ading for fuch Divifion, fhall forfeit and pay any Sum not exceeding :
Twenty Pounds, as fhall or may be ordered and adjudged by fuch laft-.
mentioned Jultices, to be levied on the Goods and Chattels of the Officers

_

fo neglecting or making Default.

‘VI, And be it farther ena€ted, That if any Churchwarden or Church-
wardens, Overfeer or Overfeers, Affeffor or Affeffors, or Colle€tor or Col-
le€tors, fhall negle€t or make Default in making fuch Return or Returns
as: aforefaid, or if it fhall happen that notwithftanding the incurring of any
fuch Penalty: or Penalties as aforefaid, for or on account of fuch Neglect
or Default, a Return for any Parith, Townfhip, or Place, whether Paro-

chial or otherwife, fhall not be made within the Time limited for the

“making thereof, then and in every fuch Cafe it fhallf be lawful for the

faid Juitices, and they are hereby required, either at the faid General or

Quarter Seffions, or at any Adjournment or Adjournments thereof, or

: at fome fubfequent General or Quarter Seflions to be held for the fame

County, or at fome Adjournment or Adjournments thereof, or at fome

Pétty Seffions, or Adjournment or Adjournments thereof refpectively,
as the Cafe may be, to afcertain the annual Value of the Property charge-
able to the County Rate, within or for each and every the Parifh, Town-

fhip, and Place, whether Parochial or otherwife, of which the Conttable
or Conftables, Churchwarden or Churchwardens, Overfeer or Overfcers,
Affeffor or Affeffors, Collector or Collectors, fhall have fo negleded
ot made Default in making fuch Return as aforefaid, by iffuing frelh Pre-

cepts, or by fuch other Means as may appear to the faid Juftices the moft
convenient and proper towards the obtaining a juit and fair Eftimate of
fuch annual Value; and the faid Juftices of the Peace of the County in
General or Quarter Seffions, or any Adjournment or Adjournments thereof,
affembled, aéting on their own Difcretion, or on the Report of any ‘Two
ot more Juftices acting in and for any Divifion of fuch County, as the
Cafe may be, fhall order fuch Allowance or Compenfation to be made to
the Perfons employed in afcertaining the faid annual Value and in making
fuch Returns as aforefaid, as to the faid Juftices fo affembled fhall appear
reafonable; and all fuch Allowances and Compenfations, and other Ex.
“pences as fhall be thereby incurred, fhall be by the faid Juftices fo affem-

Parifhes may
be affeffed
where no
Overfeers or
Churchwar-
dens, orwhere
no Poor’s

bled charged upon the Parifh, Townfhip, or Place, whether Parochial or
otherwife, of which the Churchwarden or Churchwardens, Overfeer of
Overfeers of the Poor, fhall have fo neglected or made Default as afore,

faid, in addition to the Proportion of the faid County Rate to be paid by
fuch Parith, Townfhip, or Place, whether Parochial or otherwile; and
fuch Allowances, Compenfations, and Expences, fhall and

may be raifed,
levied, and collected by fuch and the like Ways and Means as the faid

County Rate can or may be raifed, levied, and collected, and fhall be

paid therewith, due Diftin@ion being made in the Cafe of every fuch ad-
ditional Affefiment between the Sum or Sums charged for and on account
of any fuch Expences and the Sum or Sums affefled as and for the

County Rate.

VII. Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted, That in all
Cafes and Places as aforefaid, where there are no Churchwardens.or
Overfeers of the Poor, or where no Rate is made and colleéted for the
Relief of the Poor, or where the Juftices of the Peace of any.Gounty or
of any Divifion thereof, affembled as aforefaid, for the Purpofe of receiv-

7 ing
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ing fuch Returns as aforefaid of the Annual Value of the Property charge- Rate,orwheré ».

able to the County Rate, fhall be of Opinion that the Returns made to ee vent

them do not afford a full, fair, and juft Account of the Annual Value of
wncients

the Property rateable, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the faid Juf- -
tices of the Peace fo affembled, to fummon before them any One or more

{ubftantial Inhabitant of fuch Places refpettively, or any other Perfon or

Perfons whom they the faid Juftices may think proper, to give Evidence
as to the fair Annual Value of fuch rateable Property; and then and

|

there to examine fuch Inhabitant or Inhabitants and other Perfon or

Perfons refpectively on Oath (which Oath any One or more of the faid

Juftices is and are hereby authorized to adminifter) as to the Annual -

Value of fuch Property.

VIII. And be it further enacted, That in fuch Place or Places where Where no

there is no Poors Rate, or Overfeer of the Poor or Churchwarden, or Foor's Rate
ether Officer, neceffary for the Execution of the Provifions of this At, Futiocsto
refiding within the Limits of the Jurifdiétion of the Juitices of the Peace of appoint.

the County requiring fuch Returns, and in which there is any Property
liable to the Poors Rate, but not rated or affeffed thereto, it fhall and may
be lawful for the faid Juftices of the Peace of the County, aflembled as

aforefaid, or for the Juftices of the Peace refident in and acting for any
Divifion of the County in which fuch Place or Places are fituate, at any
Petty Seffions or Adjournment thereof, to be holden by them within fuch

Divifion as aforefaid, and they are hereby authorized and required, to”

appoint One or more proper Perfon or Perfons to aé as Overfeer or .

Overfeers, or other fuch Officer as aforefaid, who is and are hereby au-

thorized, empowered, and required to a& within fuch Place or Places

refpeCtively, for effeCting the Purpofes of this A€t; and fuch Perfon or

Perfons re{pettively fhall have the like Powers vefted in him or them, and

fhall be fubje@&t to the fame Regulations and Penalties for effeQting all fuch

Purpofes, as fully and effectually to all Intents and Purpofes, as if he or

they had been appointed Overfeer or Overfeers of the Poor, or Church-
warden or Churchwardens, or other Officer or Officers, under any Law
or Laws now in force.

IX. And for the better enabling as well the faid Juftices in General Juftices em-

or Quarter Seffions affembled, as the Juftices of the feveral Divifions acting powered to

under the Order or Orders of the Juftices affembled as aforefaid, refpec- Call for all
tively, to afcertain the fair Annual Value of all Property liable to be {0 tary and

rated; it is hereby further enacted, That it fhall and may be lawful to Parochial

and for fuch Juftices, or any ‘Two or more of them, from ‘Time to Time, Affefiments,

whenever the fame may be in the Judgement of fuch Juttices neceflary for &e.

the more ccrrect Execution of this Aét, to caufe any of the Books of Af-
feflment of any Rates or Taxes, Parliamentary or Parochial, which have

Jately been, are now, or fhall hereafter be laid on any Part of the Property
liable to be afleffed towards the Purpofes for which a County Rate is ap-

plicable, and the Valuation by which fuch Affeflments are or were made,

mentioned, and defcribed, within any Parifh or Place within the Limits
‘of the Jurifdiction of the faid Juftices, in the Hands of any Contftable,
Churchwarden, Overfeer, Affeflor, or Collector, to be brought before

them or him, and to take Copies or Extraéts of and from fuch Books or

any Parts thereof, or to order and direct any Perfon to take fuch Copies
or Extraéts from fuch Books, in the Hands of them or any of them,

5N without _.
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‘without having the fame brought before the faid Jutices; or to call before -

-them any fuch Conftable, Churchwarden, Overfeer, Affeffor or Collector,
to give Evidence refpeting the fame, as they or he or any of them fhalt
think fit, fuch Compenfation being made’ to the Perfon or Perfons em
ployed for any of the Purpofes aforefaid, as the faid Juftices or any Two
or more of them fhall think reafonable; and if any Perfon or Perfons, in
whofe Cuftody or Power any of the faid Books may be, fhall neglect or
refufe to attend the faid Juttices with fuch Book or Books, or to permit
any fuch Copies or Extraéts to be taken as aforefaid, or to give fuch In-
-formation or Evidence on Oath as may be required by fuch Juftices (which
Oath fuch Juftices or any One’or more of them are and is hereby autho-.
rized to adminifter) then and in every fuch Cafe, every‘Perfon who fhall
fo refufe or neglect, fhall for every fuch Offence forfeit and pay any Sum
not exceeding‘len Pounds; and moreover it {Hall be lawful for fuch Juf-
tices, in the like Cafes, from Time to Time to caufe Copies of the Total’
Amount aflefled in each Parifh, Townfhip, or Place; in refpeét of any:
Aids or Taxes payable to His Majefty, His Heirs or Succeffors, and the

‘Total Amount of the Valuation of the Property on which fuch Affeflments
were made in any Year then elapfed, to be made‘out by the Clerk

to the

Commiffioners of each Diftri& within the Limits of the Jurifdi€tion of fuch
Juftices, fuch Compenfation being made to the refpettive Clerks. as the
faid Juftices, or any Two of them, fhall think reafonable; and if any fuch

Clerk fhall negle€t or refufe to make out fuch Copies within a reafonable
Time after his Receipt of the Order of fuch Juttices, every fuch Clerk
fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of ‘'wenty Pounds.

Perfonsau- X. And for the better enabling the Churchwardens and Overfeers of
thorized to the Poor, Chief Conftables, and other Perfons, to make accurate Returns
enter upon’ as herein-before required, in Cafes where Doubts are entertained; be it
Lands, . .
sfestein further enacted, That it fhall be lawful for them, or any of them, or for

Value. fuch other Perfon or Perfons as they may felect for that Purpofe, byWar-
rant under the Hands and Seals of any Two or more Juftices of the Peace
of the County in General or Quarter Seffions affembled, to enter upon,
view, and examine all and any Lands or other Property chargeable to the
County Rate, in order to afcertain the annual Value at which the fame

ought to be charged: Provided always, that no fuch Entry thall in any
Cafe be made, unlefs Fourteen Days previous Notice of the Intention of
making fuch Entry fhall have been given under the Hands and Seals of the
Juftices authorizing the fame, to the Churchwardens or Overfeers, or to
the Perfon or Perfons appointed to aét, in Default of fuch Churchwardens

_ or Overfeers of the Parifh, Townfhip, or Place, whether Parochial or
otherwife, and to the Perfon or Perfons whofe Lands are to be entered
upon for the Purpofe of making fuch Valuation.

Juflices of XI. And be it further enacted, That whenever the Juftices in General

Diviiontoe oF Quarter Seffions affembled fhall have ordered any County Rate to be

s{certained to Made, which they are hereby authorized to order from ‘lime to Time
Jufticesin | whenever the fame fhall be neceffary, and the Juftices in Petty Seflions
‘Quarter Sef- fhall by any of the aforefaid Ways and Means have afcertained to their

fons. own Satisfaction the fair and juft annual Value of any or of all the rateable

Property within their refpective Divifions, and they are hereby required
from Time to Time to certify under their Hands the true Amount thereof,
to the then next General or Quarter Seffions of the Peace for the fame

County,
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County; tothe Intent that at fuch General or Quarter Seffions, or at fome
Adjournment or Adjournments thereof, or at fome fubfequent General
or Quarter Seffions, or Adjournment or Adjournments thereof, the
Juftices there aflembled. may from Timeto Time, and as often as theyfhall deem it neceflary, make a fair and equal Rate on all. fuch rateable
Property, or -corre&t any ‘Inequalities which upon Appeal fhall be fhown
to their

SatisfaGtion-to exift-in any Rate now exifting or hereafter to be
made,

And be it further enaCted, That it fhall. be lawful to and for the Juftices au-
Juftices of the Peace of any County, or the major Part of them, in General thorized to
or Quarter Seffions, or at any Adjournment or Adjournments thereof, ive War-

. rants for levy-affembled, as often. as they fhall have deemedit neceflary to make a Rate ing newot Rates, Affefiment or Affeffments on all the rateable Property within Rates, acethe Limits of their Jurifdi€tion, according to the fair annual Value of the cording to
fame, as derived from any or all of the feveral Sources of Information “™4!Praéice.
which are. herein-before mentioned, and they are hereby authorized and,
empowered to order Warrants to be from Time to ‘Time iffued, in the,
fame Manner as now authorized and pragtifed by Law for collecting the
County Rates, to the feveral High Conftables within: their re{pectiveCounties, ordering. and requiring them to iffue their Warrants to the
refpective Overfeers of the Poor within their refpective Divifions, to levy,collect, and pay, to the faid High Conftables, within a ‘lime to be named,and: limited in the Warrant to be iflued from the Seffions as aforefaid, allfuch Rate or Rates, Affeflment or Affeffments, which each High Con.
ftable fhall and he is hereby direGted and required to pay, at fuch Time agfhall be {pecified in fuch Warrant, to.the Treafurer of the County for theTime being, to be applied and difpofed of in fuch Manner and for fuch
Purpofes as the County Stock or Rate is now applicable or may hereafter
be made applicable by Law; and in cafe any Overfeer or Overfeers of
the Poor, or other Perfon appointed to aét as fuch under the Provifionsof this Act, in any of the feveral Parifhes, Townthips, or Places, whether
Parochial or otherwife, within any County liable to pay the fame, hall
neglect, make default, or refufe to pay the fame within the Time to be
{pecified and limited for that Purpofe as aforefaid, to the High Conftable
of the Divifion within which fuch Overfeer or Overfeers, or other Perfo
or Perfons fo liable and negleéting to pay, fhall refide or be appointed to.
act, it fhall and may be lawful for any Juftice of the Peaceof the faid
County, upon Complaint thereof made by any fuch High Conftable, byWarrant under the Hand and Seal of any fuch Juftice, to levy the fame
by Diftrefs and Sale of the Offenders Goods; and the Overfeer or Over-
feers of the Poor of any Parith, Townhhip, or Place, whether Parochial or
otherwife, or other Perfon or Perfons appointed to a&t as fuch Overfeer
or Overfeers, fhall and may and is and are hereby empowered to levy and
raife by an equal Rate or Affeffment upon all and every the feveral Eftates
and Property rateable to the Relief of the Poor, within their refpective
Parifhes, Townfhips, or Places, whether Parochial or otherwife, fuch
Sum and Sums of Money as fhall be required and neceffary, in order to
raife the feveral Sums affefled upon fuch Parithes, Townfhips, or Places
refpectively, or to reimburfe fuch Overfeer or Overfeers, or other Perfon
or Perfons as aforefaid, fuch Sum or Sums of Money as they fhall refpec-
tively have paid on account of the fame; fuch Rate or Affeflment to be

9 paid
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paid by the Occupier or Occupiers for the Time being of fuch Eftates aid:
rateable Property as aforefaid.

.

In Places XII’ And whereas it would be inconvenient and oppreffive to many-
where Poor "Fownfhips or Places, that the Sum of Money which may be affeffed on-

not them, as or fora County Rate under this A&t, fhould be paid out of any:

apply, Juf-
Rate made for the Relief of the Poor, where fuch Poor Rate doth not

tices may
©

apply feparately and diftin@ly to the Parifh, Townfhip, or Place; be it

order County further enacted, That it fhall be lawful for the Juftices of the Peace, at:

Rate co be their General or Quarter Seffions, or at any Adjournment thereof, if they

where no _—‘fhailil think convenient, to order the Sum of Money diretted to be affefed

Poor Rate, -as or for the County Rate on any fuch Partifh, Townhhip, or Place, whether.

Parochial or otherwife, to be paid and levied on the Churchwardens,

Overfeers, or Petry Conftables, of or for any fuch Parifh, Townthip, or

Place, in fuch Manner as the fame is herein diretted to be paid and levied

in Cafes where no Rate is made for the Relief of the Poor; any Thing
herein contained, or any Law, Ufage, or Cuftom, to the contrary not-

withftanding.

Parifhes -XIV. Provided always, and be it enatted, That if the Churchwarden or

aggrieved ' Churchwardens, Overfeer or Overfeers of the Poor, or other Inhabitant

may appca" or Inhabitants of any Parifh, Townthip, or Place, whether Parochial or

otherwife, where there is no Churchwarden or Overfeer, or Perfon ap-

pointed to act as fuch, thall at any Time have Reafon to think that fuch

Parifh, Townthip, or Place, is aggrieved by any Rate now exifting or

hereafter to be made, either in purfuance of this Act or of any Aét or

Aéts now in force, whether it be on account of the Proportions affefled

_ upon the refpeétive Parifhes, Townfhips, or Places being unequal, or on

account of fome one or more of them being without fufficient Caufe

omitted altogether from the Rate, or on account of fuch Parifh, Town-

fhip, or Place being rated at a higher Proportion of the Pound Sterling

according to the fair annual Value of the rateable Property therein, or on

account of fome other Parith or Parifhes, Townthip or Townhhips, Place

or Places being rated at a lower Proportion of the Pound Sterling accord.

ing to the fair annual Value of the rateable Property therein, than has

been fixed and declared by the Juftices of the Peace of the faid County,

in Seffions affembled, as the Bafis of the Rate of the faid County, or on

account of any other juft Caufe of Complaint whatfoever ; it fhall be lawful

for fuch Churchwarden or Churchwardens, Overfeer or Overfeers of the

Poor, or other Inhabitant or Inhabitants where there is no Churchwarden

‘or Overleer, or Perfon appointed to aét as fuch, to appeal to the Juftices

of the Peace for the County, at any General or Quarter Seffions, againft

fuch Part of the Rate only as may affect the Parith or Parifhes, ‘Town.

fhip or Townthips, Place or Places, which are unequally rated, or which

{hall appear to be over-rated or under-rated, or omitted altogether from

the Rate; and the faid Juftices are hereby empowered to hear and

finally determine the fame, and either to confirm fuch Parts of the Rate

as have been appealed againft, or to correct fuch Inequalities, Dif-

‘proportions,or Omiffions, as fhall be proved to exift therein, in fuch

Manner as to them the faid Juftices hall appear fair, juft, and equitable;
-any Thing in this AG, or any former ACt or Aéts, or any Law, Ulage,

_ort Cuftom to the contrary thereof notwithftanding: Provided neverthelefs,
that
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that-upen fachAppeal,no fuch Rate fhall be quafhed_ or deftroye in're-rd to any other Parith, Townthip, or Place, unlefs in Cafes where the
uftices of, the Peace of any County, in General or Quarter Seffions af.

fembled, or the major Part of them, thall deem it neceflary to proceedtothe making of an entire new Rate, and fhall proceed therein according to.
the Provifions of this Aa.

‘XV. And be it further enaéted, That in cafe of any Appeals, Ations,
Suits, or Proceedings at Law, refpecting any ‘hing done in purfuance of
this AG, or any other A& or Aédts relating to the County Rate, the Ex-
penfes of all fuch Appeals, Aétions, Suits, or Proceedings at Law, fhall
be borne and paid by fuch refpective Parifhes, Townfhips, Places, and
Perfons,or fuch of them, and in fuch Proportions, as the faid Juftices
fhall upon any Appeal, in their General or Quarter Setfions, award and
order; or as fuch Courts, wherein fuch Aétions, Suits, or Proceedings
fhall be inftituted, fhall adjudge and order; and thall not be charged to. or
be paid out of the County Rate.

XVI. And be it further enaéted, That it fhall and may be lawful for the
Juftices of the Peace of any County, in General or Quarter Seffions,
any Adjournment thereof, from Time to Time affembled, to order fuch:
Allowances and Compenfations to be made to the Overfeers, Churchwar-
dens, Conftables, Affeffors, Colleétors, Clerks, or other Perfons employed
in the Execution of this A€, which have not herein-beforebeen provided
for, from, by, and out of the Monies affeffed, levied, and colleéted by
any County Rate made under this or any former Act or Acts, as to the
faid Juttices fhall appear reafonable and proper. -

XVII. And whereas the Allowance which the Juftices of the Peace are
authorized to make ‘to the ‘Treafurer or Treafurers for his or their Care
and Pains in the Execution of his or their Office, ftands limited by the
before recited A&t made in the Twelfth Year of the Reign of His Majefty
King George the Second, to a Sum not exceeding ‘I'wenty Pounds a Year:And whereas fuch Sum has been in fome, and may be found in many Cafes
inadequate to remunerate him or them for fuch Care and Pains; be it
hereby further enacted, Vhat fo much of the faid A@ as limits the faid
Allowance to Twenty Pounds a Year, is hereby repealed; and that it fhall
-and may be Jawful for the faid Juftices of the Peace, at their re{pective‘General or Quarter Seffions, or the greater Part of them then and there
affembled, to allow to the Treafurer or Treafurers of their Counties, and
.to every of them infifting on the fame, fuch reafonable Sum or Sums of
-Money for fuch Purpofe as aforefaid, as they in their Difcretion thall think
‘fit, of which they are hereby empowered to direét the Payment out of the
.Monies arifing by the Rates of their refpe€tive Counties: Provided always,.that no fuch Augmentation of Allowance fhall be made at any fuch Gene.
-ral or Quarter Seffions, unlefs Application for fuch Augmentation hall
have been made by the faid Treafurer or ‘Treafurers, or the Juftices of the
Peace at fome previous General or Quarter Seffions affembled, and unlefsNotice of the Intention of taking the faid Augmentation into Confideration

. fhall have been advertifed for Three fucceflive Weeks in fome Newfpaper
. ufually circulating in fuch County, in the Month immediately precedingthe Time fixed for confidering the fame.

50 "XVII. And
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Treafurersof XW. And be it further enaéted, That the faid feveral Treafurérs of

Countics, or Counties, or ofDivifions of Counties, thall and. they are hereby required,
of Counties, once in every Year, to publifh in fome one of the Newlpapers ulually
to publith circulating in the County or Divifion of the County in which they relpec-
once in every tively aft, a true and accurate Abftra&t of the Account of their Receipts

Tear, an
Ab- and Expenditures, under their feveral Heads, for the Year immediately

count of their preceding the Publication of fuch Abftract, figned by the Juftices of the
Receipts and Peace who fhall have audited the fame, under a Penalty of Fifty Pounds

Expendi-
for every Omiffion of fuch Publication.

High Con- KIX. And be it further enaéted, That the Juftices of the Peace of the
tables to give faid feveral Counties are hereby authorized and empowered to demand and
Security. take, whenever they {hall think fit, good and fufficient Security, to be ap-

proved of by the faid Juftices in General or Quarter Seflions affembled,
trom the High Conftables employed in the colleéting and levying the

- Rates ;.and that if any fuch High Conftable, upon being fo called upon by
the faid Juftices, fhall neglect or refufe to give fuch Security as fhall be

: approved by them, it fhall then be lawful for the faid Jultices of the
<< Beace in Quarter Seffions affembled, to order and dire& the Church-

wardens and Overfeers of the Poor, or other Perfons appointed to affefs,
collet, and levy the Rates of any Parifh, Townfhip, or Place, to pay the
Quota which fhall be affefled thereupon towards the County Rate, to the
‘Treafurer of the County, Divifion, or Place in which fuch Parith, Town-
fhip, or Place, fhall be fituate; and the Receipt of fuch Treafurer hall
be a fufficient Difcharge for the fame.

Extending || XX. And be it further enaéted and declared, That all and every the
former (Claufes, Powers, Directions, Provifions, and Authorities contained in the

_
tothis AG. Gia A@ made in the Twelfth Year of His late Majefty King George the
12 G.2.c.2g9. Second, intituled 4” AG for the more ea/y affefing, collecting, and levying

County Rates; and alfo fo much of another Act made in the Thirteenth
Yearof the Reign of His faid late Majefty King George the Second, intituled

13G.2-¢.18. .4n AG to continuefeveral AEs therein mentioned, for punifbing fuch Perfons
as fhall wilfully and malicioufly pull down or deftroy Turnpikes ; for repairing
Highways, or Locks or other Works erected by Authority of Parliament for
making Rivers navigable; for preventing Exaclions of the Occupiers of Locks
-and Weirs upon the River of Yhames Weftward, and for afcertaining the
Rates of Water Carriage upon thefaid Kiver ; for preventing frivolous and
vexatious Arrests ; andfor better fecuring the lawful Trade of His Mayefty’s
Subjects to and from the Eaft Indies, and for the more effectual preventing
all His Majefly’s Subjects trading thither under Foreign Commiffions; and
for limiting the Time for fuing forth Writs of Certiorari upon Proceedings
before Juflices of the Peace, and for regulating the Time and Manner of
applying for the fame ; for the better and more fpeedy Execution of Procefs
within particular Franchifes and Liberties ; and for extending the Powers
end Authorities of Juftices of the Peace of Counties, touching County Rates, to
the Juftices of the Peace offuch Liberties and Franchifes as have Commiffions
of the Peace within themfelves, as relates to County Rates (fave and except
fuch Parts thereof refpectively as are hereby varied, altered, or repealed)
fhall be good, valid, and effectual, for the Purpofes of aflefling, levying,
‘eolle&ting, and enforcing the Payment of the Rate or Rates hereatter to
‘be made in purfuance of this AG, and. for carrying this Act into

Execution. XXI. And
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- KK. And whereas feveral Adts have paffed in theReign of His prefent

423
Counties ~

Majefty, and are now in force, empowering the Juftices of the Peace of where Rates’
certain Counties to make fair and equal County Rates within theit refpec-
tive Counties; be it hereby enacted, That it fhall and may be lawful to
and for the faid Juftices refpe€tively, and they are hereby empowered, at
any Time and at all Times after the pafling of this AG, to proceed in the
aflefling, levying, and collecting and enforcing the Payment of the County.
Rate, and in all Matters relating to the equalizing the fame, either under
the Authority and according to the Provifions and Ena&tments of this Act,
or under the Authority and according to the Provifions and Enattments
of the particular Ads affecting their refpective Counties, as to them fhall
feem fit and proper, in all Cafes in which the Provifions and Enaétments
of this AG are not inconfiftent with the Provifions and Enaétments ‘of
fuch particular Aas,

XXII. And be it further enacted, That the feveral Forfeitures and Penal-
ties inflited by this A& fhall, if not immediately paid, be levied by Dif-
trefs and Sale of the Offenders Goods and Chattels, by virtue of any
Warrant under the Hand and Seal of any One Juftice of the Peace for the
County, not only in the County in which the Offence fhall have been
committed, but in any other County, City, Town, Borough, Franchife,
or Place (the Warrant or Warrants for levying the fame being in fuch
laft-mentioned Cafe firft indorfed by fome Juttice of the Peace for thé
County, or Mayor, or other Head Officer of the City, Town, Borough,
or Franchife, where any Goods of the refpeCtive Defaulters fhall be found)
returning the Overplus (if any) after the Charges of fuch Diftrefs and
Sale fhall be deducted; and in cafe fufficient Diftrefs fhall not be found,
then it fhall be lawful for fuch Juftices to commit the Offender to the
Common Gaol of the faid County, there to remain without Bail or Main-
prize, for any Time not exceeding Three Calendar Months, unlefs the
Forfeitures and Charges be fooner paid; and the faid Forfeitures, when
recovered, fhall be paid to the Treafurer of the County, or of any Divifion

have been :
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thereof, in which they fhall have been incurred, to be applied in aid of
the Rates of the faid County or Divifion thereof; and no Perfon fhall be
deemed incompetent to be a Witnefs for the Execution of the Purpofes: of
this AG, or in any Appeal or other Proceeding inftituted by virtue thereof,
by reafon of his paying or being liable to pay towards the Poor Rates or
County Rates within the faid County.

-

XXIII. Provided alfo, and be it further ena&ted, That no Aétion or Suit
fhall be brought, commenced, or profecuted again{ft any Perfon or Per-
fons, for any Thing done or to be done by virtue of or in purfuance of
this A@, after Three Calendar Months next after the Fa& committed ;
and every fuch Action fhall be brought and laid in the County where
the Caufe of AGion fhall have arifen, and not elfewhere; and the De.
fendant or Defendants in every fuch Aion or Suit fhall and may plead,
at his, her, or their Election, this Ac {pecially or the General Iffue, and
give this A&t and the {pecial Matter in Evidence at any Trial to be had
thereupon, and that the fame was done in purfuance or by the Authority of
this Act; and if upon Trial of fuch AGtion or Suit it fhall appear to have
been fo done, or that fuch Action or Suit fhall have been brought after
the Lime limited for bringing the fame as aforefaid, or be brought or laid
in any other County than as aforefaid, then and in every the faid

Cafes4 the

Limitation
of Aédtions.
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the Jury fhall find a Verdi@ for the Defendant or Defendants;. andin all
Cafes where a Verdict fhall be found for any Defendant or Defendants in

_fauch A@tion or Suit, or the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs therein fhall difcontinue :

Extendin
the Provifons
of this A& to
Places that
have Commif.
fions of the
Peace within
themfelves.

the fame after the Defendant or Defendants fhall have appeared thereto,
or fhall be nonfuited, or if upon Demurrer Judgement fhall be given
againft fuch Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, then and in every fuch Cafe the De-
fendant or Defendants fhall recover Treble Cofts, and have the like Remedy
for recovering the fame as any Defendant or Defendants hath or have for
recovering Cofts of Suit in any other Cafes by Law. -

XXIV. And be it further enaéted, That where any Ridings or Divifions
have feparate Commiffions of the Peace, or where any Cities, Towns, or
other Places, within that Part of Great Britain called England, have Com-
miffions of the Peace within themfelves, and are not fubject to the Jurif-
diétion of the Commiffions of the Peace for the Counties at large in which
fuch Liberties or Franchifes lie, and do not, nor did before the pafling
of this AG, contribute or pay to the feveral Rates made for the faid
Counties at large, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the Juftices of the
Peace of fuch feparate JurifdiGions within the refpective Limits of their
Commiflions, to have, ufe, and exercife all and fingular the Powers, Au-
thorities, and Methods, given or prefcribed by this A&; and all fuch fe-

parate Jurifdi€tions are hereby declared to be fubje&t thereto, in the fame
Manner to all Intents and Purpofes as Counties at large; any Law, Ulage,
or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.
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