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LAn A& for better regulating the Formation and
Arrangement of the Judicial and other Records
of the Court of Seffion in Scot/and.

#.

HEREAS the due Arrangement of the Judicial Records of the

Court of Seffion, framed in the Offices of the feveral Clerks

and Extra&tors of Decrees of that Court, preparatory to their

ultimate Depofitation in His Majefty’s General Regifter Houfe, is effential
to the Ulefulnefs of that Clafs of ‘the Public Records of Scotland : And
whereas there is not at prefent any adequate Provifion or Official Eftablith.
‘ment for that Purpofe: May it therefore pleafe Your Majefty that it
may be enatted ; and be it ena&ted by the King’s moft Excellent Majeity,
by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
;and Commons, in this prefent Parliament aflembled, and by the Authority
of the fame, That on the Fifteenth Day of April and the Fifteenth Da
of Auguf in every Year, from and after the pafling of this A&, the feveral
Clerks of Seffion, or their Affiftants and Extrators, thall tranfmit all the
Concluded and Extracted Procefles in their Poflefion at fuch Periods
refpedtively, into an Office to be prepared and fet apart for that Purpofe
by the Lord Clerk Regifter, who is hereby authorized and required to
prepare and fet apart the fame ; and the faid Clerks of Seffion or their
Affiftants fhall there deliver fuch concluded Procefles to an Officer to be
called The Keeper of the Records of the Court of Seffion, to be appointed by
the-Lord Prefident of the College of Juftice for the Time bein ; who is
hereby authorizéd and required forthwith after the pafling of this A,
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~ and from Time to Time thereafter, as often as there fhall be occafion, to
choofe and nominate fome fit Perfon fo hold the faid Office, ad wvitam aut
culpam, who fhall progreffively arrange the Whole of thefe Records into
one Series] and carefully preferve the fame until they fhall be finally de-
pofited in Hig Majefty’s General Regifter Houfe.

Concluded II. And be it further enafted, That on the Fifteenth Day of Auguf in
Procefles,  every Year, the forefaid Clerks of Seffion, or their Affiftants, fhall
g“‘:‘r’agg,c‘e;“ alfo tranfmit to the faid Keeper of the Records of the Court of Seflion all
fotobe  fuch Procefles as have been concluded, and have been in a Situation to
traafmitted. admit of Extra@, on ot before the Twelfth Day of July in the Year pre-
ceding refpectively, although the faid concluded Proceffes have not been
then a&ually extracted : Provided always, that if an Extrad of any fuch
Procefs fhall be thereafter demanded it fhall be competent for the Extraltor
of fuch Procefs to refort to the Office of the faid Keeper and there make

fuch Extrat accordingly.

Keeper of III. And be it further enafted, That the faid Officer to be called The
Records to  Keeper of the Records of the Court of Seffeon, fhall be bound to difcharge
attend per-  his faid Office in Perfon, and fhall act in conformity to fuch Orders and
fonally. Regulations 4s may from Time to Time be made and communicated td
him by the Lord Clerk Regifter for the Time being, fubje& always to the
Review and Controul of the Court of Seffion ; and the faid Keeper of
Records fhall from and after the Date of his Appointment be entitled to
Salary. a Salary of Two Hundred Pounds per Annum, payable out of the Fee
Fund of the Court of Seffion, to be paid to him Quarterly by the Col-
lector of the faid Fee Fund, in.the fame¢ Manner with the Salaviés of the
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Clerks and other Officers of the Coust of Seffian. .
he Nombee _ 1V- And whereas eertain Irrégularities and Defelts have prevailed i the
of Keepers to Formation of the Regifter of Deeds, Probative Writings, and Inftruments
bereduced. of Protelt, in the Books of Council and Seffion, and certain new
,Arrangements have become neceflary for the more regular and effectual

Difcharge of the Duties to be performed by the Keeper of the faid

Regifter ; be it enacted, That from and after the Twelfth Day of Novem-

or next, inftead of Six Keepers of the faid Regifter, there fhall be One

ri;\xcipai Keeper and Two Affiftant Keepers, who fhall be bound to

dilcharge the Duties of their faid Offices in Perfon ; and who fhall be

entitled to the Fees,now drawn by the Six Keepers of the faid Regifter

in' the following Proportion ; that is to fay, Three-feventh Parts to be

payable to the Principal Keeper, and Two-fevenths to each of the Two

fiftant Keepers ; the faid Fees being always liable in the firft Inftance

to the Burden of defraying the whole Expence of Regilter Books, and

Minute Books, for the Record of Deeds, Probative Writings, and In-

ftruments of Proteft, and the Whole of the Fees or Dues payable to the

Writing or Copying Clerks.

Their Ap- V. And be it further enacted, That the faid Principal and Afiiftant
pointment to Keepers fhall be appointed by the Principal Clerks of Seffion in the fame
be approved Manner as the Six Keepers have heretofore been appointed ; but it is
ofbytheLiord hereby fpecially provided, that the faid Keepers fo chofen and prefented
Lowd Clerk . by the Principal Clerks: of Seffion fhall not be admitted by the Lords
Regiter:  of Seffion into the faid Offices, unlefs their refpe&ive Appointments lflhaall
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have been approved of in Writing by the Lord Prefident of the College of
Jutice, and the Lord Clerk Regilfter for the Time being.

VI. And be it further enatted, That the Principal Keeper and his Affiftant Keepers to
Keepers to be firft appointed as aforefaid, fhall be chofen from among the }.’e chofen
prefent Six Keepers ; provided always, that fuch Appointment fhall receive t;;";:e‘?::tg
the Approbation of the Lord Prefident, and the Lord Clerk Regifter as Keepers.
aforefaid.

VIL. And be it further enaéted, That fuch of the faid Six Keepers as fhall Compenfa-
not be chofen and appointed to any of the faid Offices of Principal or tionto re-
Affiftant Keepers fhall within Twelve Months after the pafling of this A& ;i::ced Keep-
prefent to the Court of Exchequer in Scotlend a joint Claim, fetting forth,
the Amount of thofe Emoluments of which they have been deprived by
the Operation of this A&, together with the Vouchers and Evidence by
which the fame is meant to be fupported ; and the Barons of the Exchequer,
after due Enquiry made by them into the Circumftances of the Cafe of
each of the Claimants refpectively, are hereby authorized and required to
determine and afcertain the Amount of the Fees and Emoluments of
which the aforefaid Claimants fhall have been deprived by the Operation’
of this A&, and what Sums will form a juft and realonable Compenfation
to fuch Claimants refpetively, by Annuities during their refpe@ive Lives;
and fo foon as fuch Compenfation fhall have been afcertained it thall and
may be lawful for the faid Barons, and they are hereby direfted and
required from Time to Time to iffue their Warrant or Warrants for the
Payment thereof, in fuch Manner and at fuch Time or Times as they fhall
dire&, out of any Monies charged or made chargeable by feveral A&s
made in the Seventh and Tenth Years of the Reign of Her Majefty Queen
Ange, with the Fees, Salaries, and other Charges allowed or to be
allowed for keeping up the Courts of Seflion, Jufticiary, and Exchequer.
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