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ANNO QUADRAGESIMO SECUNDO

GEORGI Il. REGIS.

MOBIC ee tekAE EAE BOR MOREE EERE

CAP. LXXXV.
An Ad for the trying and punifhing in Great Britaiz

Perfons holding publick Employments, for Offences
committed abroad; and for extending the Provi-
fions of aun A&, paffed in the Twenty-firft Year of
the Reign of King Yames, made for the Eafe of
Juftices and others in pleading in Suits brought
againft them, to all Perfons, either in or out of this
Kingdom, authorized to commit to fafe Cuftody.

[22d Fune 1802.]

U HEREAS Perfons holding and exercifing publick Employ-
ments out of Great Britain often efcape Punifhment for
Offences committed by them, for Want of Courts having a

fufficient JurifdiGion, in or by reafon of their departing from the Coun-
try or Place where fuch Offences have been

committed,
and that fuch

8 L Perfons
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Offences com-
mitted by Per-
fons em; loved
inany publick
Servcie abroad
may be profe-
cuted in the
Court of
King’s Bench
in England;
and may be
laid in Middle-
sex, and the
Offenders pu-
nifhed as if the
Offences had
been commit-
ted in England.

The Court of
King’s Bench,
on Motion,
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Perfons cannot be tried in Great Britain for fuch Offences as the Law
now ftands, in as much as fuch Offences cannot. be laid to have been
committed within the Body of any County: And whereas it is therefore

expedient that fuch and the like Provifions as are contained in an A&t

paffed in the Eleventh and ‘Twelfth Years of the Reign of His late Ma-

jefly King William the Third, intituled, 42 AG to punifh Governors of
Plantations of this Kingdom for Crimes by them committed ia the Plantations,
and in an Aét paffed in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of His prefent
Majefty, intituled, An AGfor eftablifbing certain Regulations for the better

Management of the Affairs of the Valt India Company, as well in India as

in Europe, and in an A& paffed in the Twenty-fourth Year of the Reign
of His prefent Majelty, intituled, An AG for the better Regulation and

Management of the Affairs of the Watt India Company, and of the Britifh

Poffeffions in India, and for eftablifhing a Court of ‘fudicature for the more

Jpeedy and effectual Trial of Perfons accufed of Offences committed in the

Eait Indies, fhould be extended and applied to the Punifhment of fuch
Offenders : May it therefore pleafe Your Majefty that it may be enatted;
and be it ena€ted by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with
the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and ‘emporal, and Com-
mons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the Authority of the
fame, That, from and after the pafling of this At, if any Perfon who now
is, or heretofore has been, or fhall hereafter be employed by or in the

Service of His Majefty, His Heirs or Succeffors, in any Civil or Military
Station, Office, or Capacity out of Great Britain, or fhall heretofore
have had, held, or exercifed, or now has, holds, or exercifes, or fhall
hereafter have, hold, or exercife any publick Station, Office, Capacity,
or Employment, out. of Great Britain, fhall have committed, or fhall

commit, or fhall have heretofore been, or is, or fhall hereafter be guilty
of any Crime, Mifdemeanor, or Offence, in the Execution, or under

Colour, or in the Exercife of any fuch Station, Office, Capacity, or

Employment as aforefaid, every fuch Crime, Offence, or Mifdemeanor

may be profecuted or enquired of, and heard and determined in His

Majefty’s Court of King’s Bench here in England, either upon an In-
formation exhibited by His Majefty’s Attorney General, or upon an
Indi€tment found, in which Information or Indictment fuch Crime, Of-
fence, or Mifdemeanor may be laid and charged to have been committed
inthe County of Middlefex, and all fuch Perfons fo offending, and allo
all Perfons tried under any of the Provifions of the faid recited Act, pafled
in the Reign of King William aforefaid, or this A&, or either of them,
for any Offence, Crime, ar Mifdemeanor, and not having been before
tried for,the fame out of Great Britain, fhall, on Conviction, be liable
to fuch Punifhment as may, by any Law or Laws now in force, or any
A& or Aéts that may hereafter be paffed, be inflicted for any fuch Crime,
Mifdemeanour, or Offence committed in England, and fhall alfo be liable,
at the Difcretion of His Majelty’s Court of King’s Bench, to be adjudged
to be incapable of ferving His Majelty in any Station, Office, or Capacity
Civil or Military, or of holding or exercifing any publick Employment
whatever.
- IJ. And be it further ena€ted, That in all Cafes of Indiétments found
or Informations exhibited under and by virtue of this Act, it fhall be

lawful
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lawful for His Majefty’s faid Court of King’s Bench, upon Motion to

may
award

abe made, and fuch Notice thereof as to the {aid Court of King’s Bench Wit
of Man-

9 . g damus to any
may appear to be fuflicient, by or on Behalf of His Majefty’s Attorney Court of Judi-General or other Profecutor, or of the Defendant or Defendants, td Governor,Gc.award at the Difcretion of the faid Court, a Writ or Writs of Mandamus of the Country
to any Chief Juftice and Judges, or any Chief Juftice or other Judge fiersthe Of
fingly for the ‘Time being, of any Court or Courts of Judicature in the committed to

Country or Ifland, or near to the Place where the Crime, Offence, or obtain Proofs
Mifdemeanor fhall be charged in fuch Indi€tment or Information to have charged inthe
been committed, or to any Governor or Lieutenant Governor or other

IndidtmentPerfon having any Chief Authority in fuch Country, Ifland, or Place, done by viva
or to any other Perfon or Perfons refiding there, as the Cafe may require, woceEvidence,and as to the faid Court of King’s Bench may, under all the Circums fhall be tranf-
flances of the Cafe, feem moft expedient for the Purpofe of obtaining mitted to

the

and receiving Proofs concerning the Matters charged in any fuch India&- King’s Bench,
ment or Information ; and the Perfon or Perfons to whom fuch Writ and admitted
or Writs fhall be dire€ted and fent, are hereby refpettively authorized onthe
and required to hold a Court, Seffion, or Meeting, with all convenient
Speed, for the Examination of Witneffes and receiving other Proofs
concerning the Matters charged in fuch Indiétment or Information re-
fpetively, and in the mean Time to caufe publick Notice to be givenof the holding the faid Court, Seffion, or Meeting, and to iffue fuch
Summons or other Procefs as may be requifite for the Attendance ofWit.
neffes, and to adjourn from Time to Time as Occafion may require ; and
fuch Examination or Examinations fhall be then and there openly and
publickly taken viva voce in the faid Court, Seffion, or Meeting, upon
Queftions put by any fuch Profecutor or Profecutors, Defendant or
Defendants, or any Agent or Agents, Perfon or Perfons on Behalf of
the faid Attorney General or other Profecutor or Profecutors, and Defendant’
or Defendants refpettively, if any fuch fhall attend for that Purpofe, and by
the Court, Perfon or Perfons to whom fuchWrit fhall be directed and fent
as aforefaid, upon the refpective Oaths of Witneffes, and the Oaths of
fkilful Interpreters if neceffary, adminiftered according to the Forms of
their feveral Religions, and fhall, by fome Officer or -Perfon fworn for
that Purpofe, be reduced into Writing on Parchment or Paper; and
in cafe any Duplicate or Duplicates fhall be required by or on Behalf of
the Profecutor, or the Defendant or Defendants refpectively, into Two
.or more Writings on Parchment or Paper, as the Cafe may require;
and fuch Examination or Examinations fhall be fent to His Majefty
in His Court of King’s Bench clofed up, and under the Seal
or Seals of the Perfon or Perfons before whom fuch Examination
or Examinations as aforefaid fhall have been taken; and the Perfon or
Perfons taking fuch Examination or Examinations as aforefaid fhall deliver
the fame to any Perfon or Perfons appointed by the faid Court of King’s
Bench to receive the fame, or fhall tranf{mit the fame in fuch Manner as
the faid Court of King’s Bench fhall direé&t; and all fuch Examinations
fhall, with all convenient Speed, be delivered to One of the Clerks in
Court of His Majefty’s Court of King’s Bench, in the Crown Office ot
the faid Court, for the fafe Cuftody thereof; and every Clerk in the faid
Court of King’s Bench, to whom any Examination or Examinations

9 thall
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fhall be delivered, is hereby authorized to adminifter an Oath to the
Perfon delivering the fame to him, in fuch Form as the faid Court of
King’s BeneN thall dire; and fuch Examination ot Examinations fhall
be allowed and read upon the Trial of any fuch Indi€ment or Informa-

tion, or any other fubfequent Proceeding thereon or relating thereto,
and fhall be deemed as good and competent Evidence as if the Witnels or

Witneffes, whofe Examination or Examinations fhall be fo read, had
been prefent, and fworn, and examined, viva voce, at fuch Trial, any
Law or Ulage to the contrary notwithitanding, faving all jult Exceptions
to be taken to any fuch Examination or Examinations or any Part
thereof when the fame fhall be offered to be read as aforefaid ; and all
Perfons concerned fhall be entitled to take Copies of fuch Examinations
in the Cuftody of fuch Clerk in Court at their own Colts and

Charges.

Cout of Ill. And be it further enacted, That it hall alfo be lawful for the faid

xine deen Court of King’s Bench upon Motion to be made, and fuch Notice thereof

Eximination ag aforefaid, by or on Behalf of His Majefty’s Attorney General, or

de tet other Profecutor, or Defendant or Defendants in any fuch Indi€tment or
wivavoce Information, to order an Examination de dene eff of Witneiles upon In-
Evidence

terrogatories, in any Cafe where the viva voce Teltimony of fuch Wit-
not be had.

neffes cannot conveniently be had, to be taken before an Examiner to
be appointed by the faid Court, and the Depofitions taken upon fuch In-
terrogatories fhall be afterwards admitted to be read in Evidence upon
the Trial of fuch Indictment or Information, or in any other fubfequent
Proceeding thereon or relating thereto, and fhall be deemed good and
fufficient Evidence in the Law, faving all juft Exceptions to be taken to
fuch Depofitions when the fame fhall be offered to be read as afore-
‘faid.

Petfans to IV. And be it further ena@ted, That it fhall be lawful for any Perfon

whom fuch or Perfons to whom any fuch Writ or Writs of Mandamus fhall be di-
damusfhalite rected, or Order fent as aforefaid ; and in cafe the fame fhall be directed

dived hall
or fent to more than One Perfon, for fo many of them as fhall for that

neceffary tor Purpofe be appointed by the faid Writ, or required by the faid Order,
the due Exe- and who fhall actin the Execution thereof; and fuch Perfon and Per-

Fee eee fons is and are hereby refpectively authorized and required to adminitter
tke Appear- all Oaths required to be taken under any of the Provifions of this Ac,
ance and giv: or neceflary for the due Execution’of any fuch Writ or Order, or any
ofWitnefles, At, Matter, or Thing relating thereto, and to examine upon Oath all
eles Perfons whom he or they find Occafion to fummon, and all other Per-

fons whom he or they fhall think fit to examine, touching all Matters and

Things neceflary for the due Execution of any fuch Writ or Order as
aforefaid; and fuch Perfon and Perfons refpectively, to whom fuch Writ
thall be direfted, or Order fent as aforefaid, or fo many of them as fhall
in that Behalf be appointed, and fhall act in the Execution thereof as
aforefaid, fhall have full Power and Authority to compel the Appear-
ance and giving Evidence of any Witnefs upon any fuch Writ or Order,
and to iffue Special Summons or other Procefs for that Purpofe, and may

a proceed
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proceed upon fuch Summons, or other Procefs, by Imprifonment of the

Bodyof any Perfon refufing to appear or give Evidence, in like Manner

as any Court or Courts of Record within this Kingdom, having com-

petent Authority for that Purpofe, may proceed againft any Perfon or Per-

ons
for any Contempt committed againft the Authority of any fuch

ourt.
:

- ‘V. And be it further enaéted, That in cafe any Perfon or Perfons in -thé Perfonsgiving

Courfe of his, her, or their Examination upon Oath, under and by jth
virtue of the faid recited A&t of the ‘I'wenty-fourth Year of His prefent to the Pains

Majetty, or this AQ, fhall wilfully and corruptly give falfe Evidence, fuch piel
Perfon or Perfons fo offending, and being thereof duly convicted, fhall

°

be, and is and are hereby declared to be, fubject and liable to fuch

Pains and Penalties, as Perfons guilty of wilful and corrupt Perjury

fhall be liable to by any Law or Laws then in force in the Kingdom,

Ifland, or Place where fuch falfe Evidence fhall have been given as afore-

faid.

VI. And whereas it is expedient to extend theProvifions of an AG,
paffedin

the Twenty -firft Year of the Reign ofHis Majefty King ‘James the Virft,in-

tituled, 42 AG to enlarge and make perpetual the Att made for Eafe im asjac.t.¢.12.

pleading againft troublefome and contentious Suits profecuted againft Fu/tices

of the Peace, Mayors, Conftables, and certain other His Mayefty’s Officers,

Jor the lawful Execution of their Office, made in the Seventh Year of His

Majefty’s moft happy Reign, to all Perfons who may by Law commit to

fafe Cuftody, either in or out of this Kingdom ; be it therefore enacted,

That, from and after the pafling of this Act, the faid recited A&t, and all Recited A&

the Provifions therein contained fhall extend, and be deemed, taken, and {hllextend
to

conftrued to extend to all Perfons having, holding, or exercifing, or ing public.

being employed in, or who may hereafter have, hold, or exercife, or be Buploynent,

employed in any publick Employment, or any Office, Station, or Capa. Lawarete
city, either Civil or Military, either in or out of this Kingdom; and powered

to

who under and by virtue, or in purfuance of any A@ or Adis of pitiins to fate

Parliament, Law or Laws, or lawful Authority within this Kingdom, Cultody.

or any Act or Aéts, Statute or Statutes, Ordinance or Ordinances, or

Law or Laws, or lawful Authority in any Plantation, Hland, Colony,

or Foreign Pofleffion of His Majetty, now have or may hereafter have,

by virtue of any fuch publick Employment, or fuch Office, Station, or

Capacity, Power or Authority to commit Perfons to fafe Cultody; and

all fuch Perfons, having fuch Power or Authority as aforefaid, fhall

have and be entitled to all the Privileges, Benefits, and Advantages,

given by the Previfions of the faid Act as fully and effectually, to all

Intents and Purpofes, as if they had been fpecially named therein:

Provided always, That where any Adtion, Bill, Claint, or Suit upon Where any

the Cafe, Trefpafs, Battery, or falfe Impiifonment, fhall be brought Adon thal be

againft any fuch Perfon as is in this AG defcribed as aforefaid, in any Fhing

this Kingdom, for or upon any AG, Matter, or Thing done out of dovecut of
this Kingdom, it fhall be lawful for the Plaintiff bringing the fame ie ray be ad”

to lay fuch A@, Matter, or Thing, to have been done in We/tminfter, hang
3M or
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Countywhere

or in any County where the Perfon againft whom any fuch Aétion,
fhallrefide. Bill, Plaint, or Suit, fhall be brought, fhall then refide ; any Thingin this Act to the contrary thereof notwithftanding.
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