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CAP. C.
An Act for further improving the Administration

of Criminal Justice. [7th August 1551.)

Trials by reason of the technical Strictness of Criminal
Proceedings in Matters not material to the Merits of the

Case: And whereas such technical Strictness may safely be relaxed
in many Instances, so as to ensure the Punishment of the Guilty,
without depriving the Accused of any just Means of Defence: And
whereas a Failure of Justice often takes place on the Trial of Per-
sons charged with Felony and Misdemeanor by reason of Variances
between the Statement in the Indictment on which the Trial is had
and the Proof of Names, Dates, Matters, and Circumstances therein

mentioned, not material to the Merits of the Case, and by the Mis-
statement whereof the Person on Trial cannot have been prejudiced
in his Defence: Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the Authority of the same, as follows :

J. From and after the coming of this Act into operation, whenever The Court

on the Trial of any Indictment for any Telony or Misdemeanor may amend
there shall appear to be any Variance between the Statement in such Variances

Indictment and the Evidence offered in Proof thereof, in the Name of "°t material
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any County, Riding, Division, City, Borough, Town Corporate,
Parish, Township, or Place mentioned or described in any such In-

dictment, or in the Name or Description of any Person or Persons,
or Body Politic or Corporate, therein stated or alleged to be the

Owner or Owners of any Property, Real or Personal, which shall form
the Subject of any Offence charged therein, or in the Name or

Description of any Person or Persons, Body Politic or Corporate,
therein stated or alleged to be injured or damaged or intended to be

injured or damaged by the Commission of such Offence, or in the

Christian Name or Surname, or both Christian Name and Surname,
or other Description whatsoever, of any Person or Persons whom-

soever therein named or described, or in the Name or Description
of any Matter or Thing whatsoever therein named or described, or

in the Ownership of any Property named or described therein, it shall
and may be lawful for the Court before which the Trial shall be had,
if it shall consider such Variance not material to the Merits of the

Case, and that the Defendant cannot be prejudiced thereby in his

Defence on such Merits, to order such Indictment to be amended,

according to the Proof, by some Officer of the Court or other Person,
both in that Part of the Indictment where such Variance occurs and

in every other Part of the Indictment which it may become necessary
to amend, on such Terms as to postponing the Trial to be had before

the same or another Jury, as such Court shall think reasonable;
and after any such Amendment the Trial shall proceed, whenever
the same shall be proceeded with, in the same Manner in all respects,
and with the same Consequences, both with respect to the Liability
of Witnesses to be indicted for Perjury and otherwise, as if no such
Variance had occurred; and in case such Trial shall be had at Nisi
Prius the Order for the Amendment shall be endorsed on the Postea,
and returned together with the Record, and thereupon such Papers,
Rolls, or other Records of the Court from which such Record issued
as it may be necessary to amend shall be amended accordingly by
the proper Officer, and in all other Cases the Order for the Amend-
ment shall either be endorsed on the Indictment or shall be engrossed
on Parchment, and filed, together with the Indictment, among the
Records of the Court: Provided that in all such Cases where the
Trial shall be so postponed as aforesaid it shall be lawful for such
Court to respite the Recognizances of the Prosecutor and Witnesses,
and of the Defendant, and his Surety or Sureties, if any, accordingly,
in which Case the Prosecutor and Witnesses shall be bound to attend
to prosecute and give Evidence respectively, and the Defendant shall
be bound to attend to be tried, at the Time and Place to which such
Trial shall be postponed, without entering into any fresh Recogni-
zances for that Purpose, in such and the same Manner as if they
were originally bound by their Recognizances to appear and prosecute

or
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or give Evidence at the Time and Place to which such Trial shall have
been so postponed: Provided also, that where any such Trial shall be
to be had before another Jury the Crown and the Defendant shall

respectively be entitled to the same Challenges as they were respec-
tively entitled to before the First Jury was sworn.

II. Every Verdict and Judgment which shall be given after the Verdicts and

making of any Amendment under the Provisions of this Act shall Judgments
be of the same Force and Effect in all respects as if the Indictment Amend-
had originally been in the same Form in which it was after such
Amendment was made.

III. If it shall become necessary at any Time for any Purpose Records to

whatsoever to draw up a formal Record in any Case where any pe drawn uP
Amendment shall have been made under the Provisions of this Act, Form, with-

such Record shall be drawn up in the Form in which the Indictment
one noticing

was after such Amendment was made, without taking any Notice of ments.

the Fact of such Amendment having been made.

IV. In any Indictment for Murder or Manslaughter preferred after The Means

the coming of this Act into operation it shall not be necessary to
Py. which the

set forth the Manner in which or the Means by which the Death need

of the Deceased was caused, but it shall be sufficient in every In- %ot be spe-

dictment for Murder to charge that the Defendant did feloniously, clficd in ae
wilfully, and of his Malice aforethought kill and murder the Murder and

Deceased, and it shall be sufficient in every Indictment for Man- Ma
nslavgh-

slaughter to charge that the Defendant did feloniously kill and

slay the Deceased.

V. In any Indictment for forging, uttering, stealing, embezzling, Forms of

destroying, or concealing, or for obtaining by false Pretences, any Indictment
Instrument, it shall be sufficient to describe such Instrument by any Forgery and

Name or Designation by which the same may be usually known, and
or by the Purport thereof, without setting out any Copy or Fac- embezzling,
simile thereof, or otherwise describing the same or the Value thereof.

er optaining
Pretences.

VI. In any Indictment for engraving or making the whole or any In engraving

Part, of any Instrument, Matter, or Thing whatsoever, or for using Plates &e.

or having the unlawful Possession of any Plate or other Material

upon which the whole or any Part of any Instrument, Matter, or

Thing whatsoever shall have been engraved or made, or for having
the unlawful Possession of any Paper upon which the whole or any
Part of any Instrument, Matter, or Thing whatsoever shall have been
made or printed, it shall be sufficient to describe such Instrument,
Matter, or Thing by any Name or Designation by which the same

may
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may be usually known, without setting out any Copy or Fac-simile of
the whole or any Part of such Instrument, Matter, or Thing.

VIL. In all other Cases wherever it shall be necessary to make any
Averment in any Indictment as to any Instrument, whether the same

consists wholly or in part of Writing, Print, or Figures, it shall be
sufficient to describe such Instrument by any Name or Designation
by which the same may be usually known, or by the Purport
thereof, without setting out any Copy or Fac-simile of the whole or

any Part thereof.

VIII. From and after the coming of this Act into operation it
shall be sufficient in any Indictment for forging, uttering, offering,
disposing of, or putting off any Instrument whatsoever, or for

obtaining or attempting to obtain any Property by false Pretences,
to allege that the Defendant did the Act with Intent to defraud,
without alleging the Intent of the Defendant to be to defraud

any particular Person; and on the Trial of any of the Offences
in this Section mentioned it shall not be necessary to prove
an Iritent on the Part of the Defendant to defraud any particular
Person, but it shall be sufficient to prove that the Defendant did
the Act charged with an Intent to defraud.

IX. And whereas Offenders often escape Conviction by reason that
such Persons ought to have been charged with attempting to commit
Offences, and not with the actual Commission thereof: For Remedy
thereof be it enacted, That if on the Trial of any Person charged
with any Felony or Misdemeanor it shall appear to the Jury upon
the Evidence that the Defendant did not complete the Offence

charged, but that he was guilty only of an Attempt to commit the
same, such Person shall not by reason thereof be entitled to be

acquitted, but the Jury shall be at liberty to return as their Verdict
that the Defendant is not guilty of the Felony or Misdemeanor

charged, but is guilty of an Attempt to commit the same, and

thereupon such Person shall be liable to be punished in the same
Manner as if he had been convicted upon an Indictment for attempt-
ing to commit the particular Felony or Misdemeanor charged in the
said Indictment; and no Person so tried as herein lastly mentioned
shall be liable to be afterwards prosecuted for an Attempt to commit
the Felony or Misdemeanor for which he was so tried.

X. And whereas it is enacted by a certain Act of Parliament

passed in the First Year of the Reign of Her present Majesty Queen
Victoria, intituled An Act to amend the Laws relating to Offences
against the Person, that “on the Trial of any Person for any of

“< the
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‘ the Offences therein-before mentioned, or for any Felony whatever
‘ where the Crime charged shall include an Assault against the
“ Person, it shall be lawful for the Jury to acquit of the Felony, and
to find a Verdict of guilty of Assault against the Person indicted,

‘ if the Evidence shall warrant such Finding :” And whereas great
Difficulties have arisen in the Construction of such Enactment: For
Remedy thereof be it enacted, That the said Enactment shall be and
the same is hereby repealed.

.

ee

XI. If upon the Trial of any Person upon any Indictment for

Robbery it shall appear to the Jury upon the Evidence that the
Defendant did not commit the Crime of Robbery, but that he did
commit an Assault with Intent to rob, the Defendant shall.not by
reason thereof be entitled to be acquitted, but the Jury shall be at

liberty to return as their Verdict that the Defendant is guilty of an

Assault with Intent to rob, and thereupon such Defendant shall be

liable to be punished in the same Manner as if he had been convicted

upon an Indictment for feloniously assaulting with Intent to rob; and

no Person so tried as is herein lastly mentioned shall be liable to be

afterwards prosecuted for an Assault with Intent to commit the

Robbery for which he was so tried.

XII. If upon the Trial of any Person for any Misdemeanor it
shall appear that the Facts given in Evidence amount in Law to a

Felony, such Person shall not by reason thereof be entitled to be

acquitted of such Misdemeanor; and no Person tried for such

Misdemeanor shall be liable to be afterwards prosecuted for Felony
on the same Facts, unless the Court before which such Trial may
be had shall think fit, in its Discretion, to discharge the Jury from

giving any Verdict upon such Trial, and to direct such Person to be

indicted for Felony, in which Case such Person may be dealt with
in all respects as if he had not been put upon his Trial for such

Misdemeanor.

XIII. If upon the Trial of any Person indicted for Embezzlement
as a Clerk, Servant, or Person employed for the Purpose or in the

Capacity of a Clerk or Servant, it shall be proved that he took the

Property in question in any such Manner as to amount in Law to

Larceny, he shall not by reason thereof be entitled to be acquitted,
but the Jury shall be at liberty to return as their Verdict that such
Person is not guilty of Embezzlement, but is guilty of Simple Lar-
ceny, or of Larceny as a Clerk, Servant, or Person employed for

the Purpose or in the Capacity of a Clerk or Servant, as the Case

may be, and thereupon such Person shall be liable to be punished
in the same Manner as if he had been convicted upon an Indictment

13 G for
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for such Larceny; and if upon the Trial of any Person indicted
for Larceny it shall be proved that he took the Property in question
in any such Manner as to amount in Law to Embezzlement, he shall
not’ by reason thereof be entitled to be acquitted, but the Jury shall
be at liberty to return as their Verdict that such Person is not
guilty of Larceny, but is guilty of Embezzlement, and thereupon
such Person shall be liable to be punished in the same Manner
as if he had been convicted upon an Indictment for such Embez-
zlement; and no Person so tried for Embezzlement or Larceny as
aforesaid shall be liable to be afterwards prosecuted for Larceny or
Embezzlement upon the same Facts.

XIV. If upon the Trial of Two or more Persons indicted for jointly
receiving any Property it shall be proved that One or more of such
Persons separately received any Part of such Property, it shall be
lawful for the Jury to convict upon such Indictment such of the said
Persons as shall be proved to have received any Part of such
Property.

XV. And whereas it frequently happens that the Principal in a
Felony is not in Custody or amenable to Justice, although several
Accessaries to such Felony or Receivers at different Times of stolen -

Property the Subject of such Felony may be in Custody or amenable
to Justice: For the Prevention of several Trials be it enacted, That
any Number of such Accessaries or Receivers may be charged with
substantive Felonies in the same Indictment, notwithstanding the
principal Felon shall not be included in the same Indictment, or shall
not be in Custody or amenable to Justice.

XVI. It shall be lawful to insert several Counts in the same
Indictment against the same Person for any Number of distinct
Acts of stealing, not exceeding Three, which may have been com-
mitted by him against the same Person within the Space of Six
Calendar Months from the first to the last of such Acts, and to
proceed thereon for all or any of them.

XVII. If upon the Trial of any Indictment for Larceny it shall
appear that the Property alleged in such Indictment to have been
stolen at One Time was taken at different Times, the Prosecutor
shall not by reason thereof be required to elect upon which Taking
he will proceed, unless it shall appear that there were more than
Three Takings, or that more than the Space of Six Calendar Months
elapsed between the first and the last of such Takings ; and in either
of such last-mentioned Cases the Prosecutor shall be required to elect
to proceed for such Number of Takings, not exceeding Three, as

appear
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appear to have taken place within the Period of Six Calendar Months Six Months
from the first to the last of such Takings. frstand lastTaking.
XVIII. In every Indictment in which it shall be necessary to make Coin and

any Averment as to any Money or any Note of the Bank of England
or any other Bank it shall be sufficient to describe such Money or scribed
Bank Note simply as Money, without specifying any particular Coin Meee,aor Bank Note; and such Allegation, so far as regards the Descrip-
tion of the Property, shall be sustained by Proof of any Amount
of Coin or of any Bank Note, although the particular Species of
Coin of which such Amount was composed, or the particular Nature
of the Bank Note, shall not be proved, and in Cases of Embezzle-
ment and obtaining Money or Bank Notes by false Pretences, by
Proof that the Offender embezzled or obtained any Piece of Coin
or any Bank Note, or any Portion of the Value thereof, although
such Piece of Coin or Bank Note may have been delivered to him
in order that some Part of the Value thereof should be returned
to the Party delivering the same, or to any other Person, and such
Part shall have been returned accordingly.

XIX. Whereas by an Act of Parliament passed in England in Certain Pro-
the

Twenty-third
Year of the Reign of His late Majesty King George een aLthe Second, intituled An Act to render Prosecutions for Perjury and and 31 G.%.

Subornation of Perjury more easy and effectual, and by a certain extend.

other Act of Parliament made in Jreland in the Thirty-first Year
of the Reign of His late Majesty King George the Third, inti-
tuled An Act to render Prosecutions for Perjury and Subornation
of Perjury more easy and effectual, and for affirming the Juris-
diction of the Quarter Sessions in Cases of Perjury, certain Provi-
sions were made to prevent Persons guilty of Perjury and Suborna-
tion of Perjury from escaping Punishment by reason of the Diffi-
culties attending such Prosecutions: And whereas it is expedient to Any Cout,
amend and extend the same: Be it enacted, That it shall and may Heese ousbe lawful for the Judges or Judge of any of the Superior Courts of direct aPer-
‘Common Law or Equity, or for any of Her Majesty’s Justices or Com-

Per
guilty of

> erjury inmissioners of Assize, Nisi Prius, Oyer and Terminer, or Gaol Delivery, any Evi-
or for any Justices of the Peace, Recorder or Deputy Recorder, dence, &.

to be pro-Chairman, or other Judge, holding any General or Quarter Sessions secuted.
of the Peace, or for any Commissioner of Bankruptcy or Insolvency,
or for any Judge or Deputy Judge of any County Court or any
Court of Record, or for any Justices of the Peace in Special or
Petty Sessions, or for any Sheriff or his lawful Deputy before whom
any Writ of Inquiry or Writ of Trial from any of the Superior
Courts shall be executed, in case it shall appear to him or them

that
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that any Person has been guilty of wilful and corrupt Perjury in

any Evidence given, or in any Affidavit, Deposition, Examination,
Answer, or other Proceeding made or taken before him or them, to

direct such Person to be prosecuted for such Perjury, in case there

shall appear to him or them a reasonable Cause for such Prosecution,

and to commit such Person so directed to be prosecuted until the

next Session of Oyer and Terminer or Gaol Delivery for the County
or other District within which such Perjury was committed, unless

such Person shall enter into a Recognizance, with One or more suffi-

cient Surety or Sureties, conditioned for the Appearance of such

Person at such next Session of Oyer and Terminer or Gaol Delivery,
and that he will then surrender and take his Trial, and not depart
the Court without Leave, and to require any Person he or they

may think fit to enter into a Recognizance, conditioned to prosecute
or give Evidence against such Person so directed to be prosecuted as

aforesaid, and to give to the Party so bound to prosecute ‘a Cer-

tificate of the same being directed, which Certificate shall be given
without any Fee or Charge, and shall be deemed sufficient Proof of

such Prosccution having been directed as aforesaid; and upon the

Production thereof the Costs of such Prosecution shall and are hereby

required to be allowed by the Court before which any Person shall be

prosecuted or tried in pursuance of such Direction as aforesaid, unless

such last-mentioned Court shall specially otherwise direct; and when

allowed by any such Court in Jreland such Sum as shall be so

allowed shall be ordered by the said Court to be paid to the

Prosecutor by the Treasurer of the County in which such Offence

shall be alleged to have been committed, and the same shall be

presented for, raised, and levied in the same Manner as the Ex-

penses of Prosecutions for Felonies are now presented for, raised,
and levied in Ireland: Provided always, that no such Direction or

Certificate shall be given in Evidence upon any Trial to be had

against any Person upon a Prosecution so directed as aforesaid.

XX. In every Indictment for Perjury, or for unlawfully, wilfully,
falsely, fraudulently, deceitfully, maliciously, or corruptly taking,

making, signing, or subscribing any Oath, Affirmation, Declaration,

Affidavit, Deposition, Bill, Answer, Notice, Certificate, or other

Writing, it shall be sufficient to set forth the Substance of the

Offence charged upon the Defendant, and by what Court or before

whom the Oath, Affirmation, Declaration, Affidavit, Deposition, Bill,
Answer, Notice, Certificate, or other Writing, was taken, made,

signed, or subscribed, without setting forth the Bill, Answer, Informa-

tion, Indictment, Declaration, or any Part of any Proceeding either
in



14° & 15° VICTORIA, Cap.100. 1133
Administration of Criminal Justice Improvement.

in Law or in Equity, and without setting forth the Commission or

Authority of the Court or Person before whom such Offence was
committed.

XXI. In every Indictment for Subornation of Perjury, or for Extending

corrupt bargaining or contracting with any Person to commit wilful the7sG2
and corrupt Perjury, or for inciting, causing, or procuring any Person to Form of

unlawfully, wilfully, falsely, fraudulently, deceitfully, maliciously, or Indictments: or Suborn-
corruptly to take, make, sign, or subscribe any Oath, Affirmation, ation of Per-

Declaration, Affidavit, Deposition, Bill, Answer, Notice, Certificate, Jury and
. : : other like

or other Writing, it shall be sufficient, wherever such Perjury or other Offences.

Offence aforesaid shall have been actually committed, to allege the
Offence of the Person who actually committed such Perjury or other
Offence in the Manner herein-before mentioned, and then to allege
that the Defendant unlawfully, wilfully, and corruptly did cause and

procure the said Person the said Offence, in Manner and Form afore-

said, to do and commit; and wherever such Perjury or other Offence
aforesaid shall not have been actually committed, it shall be sufficient
to set forth the Substance of the Offence charged upon the Defen-
dant, without setting forth or averring any of the Matters or Things
herein-before rendered unnecessary to be set forth or averred in the
Case of wilful and corrupt Perjury.

XXII. A Certificate containing the Substance and Effect only On Trials for

(omitting the formal Part) of the Indictment and Trial for any Perjury and

Felony or Misdemeanor, purporting to be signed by the Clerk of tion a Certi-

the Court or other Officer having the Custody of the Records of the fate of the
Court where such Indictment was tried, or by the Deputy of such Indictment
Clerk or other Officer, (for which Certificate a Fee of Six Shillings Perey wan
and Eightpence and no more shall be demanded or taken,) shall upon committed

the Trial of any Indictment for Perjury or Subornation of Perjury be sufficient of
sufficient Evidence of the Trial of such Indictment for Felony or such Trial.

Misdemeanor, without Proof of the Signature or official Character of
the Person appearing to have signed the same.

XXIII. It shall not be necessary to state any Venue in the Body Venue in the

of any Indictment, but the County, City, or other Jurisdiction named Matoont.ex-
in the Margin thereof shall be taken to be the Venue for all the cept where

Facts stated in the Body of such Indictment ; provided that in Cases ia
where local Description is or hereafter shall be required, such local necessary.

Description shall be given in the Body of the Indictment; and pro-
vided also, that where an Indictment for an Offence committed in the

County of any City or Town Corporate shall be preferred at the
Assizes of the adjoining County, such County of the City or Town
shall be deemed the Venue, and may either be stated in the Margin

13 H of
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of the Indictment, with or without the Name of the County in which
the Offender is to be tried, or be stated in the Body of the Indictment
by way of Venue.

XXIV. No Indictment for any Offence shall be held insufficient
for Want of the Averment of any Matter unnecessary to be proved,
nor for the Omission of the Words “as appears by the Record,” or
of the Words “with Force and Arms,” or of the Words “against the
Peace,” nor for the Insertion of the Words “against the Form of the
Statute ” instead of “ against the Form of the Statutes,” or vice versd,
nor for that any Person mentioned in the Indictment is designated by
a Name of Office, or other descriptive Appellation, instead of his

proper Name, nor for omitting to state the Time at which the Offence
was committed in any Case where Time is not of the Essence of the
Offence, nor for stating the Time imperfectly, nor for stating the
Offence to have been committed on a Day subsequent to the finding
of the Indictment, or oh an impossible Day, or on a Day that never
happened, nor for Want of a proper or perfect Venue, nor for Want
of a proper or formal Conclusion, nor for Want of or Imperfection in
the Addition of any Defendant, nor for Want of the Statement of the
Value or Price of any Matter or Thing, or the Amount of Damage,
Injury, or Spoil, in any Case where the Value or Price, or the Amount
of Damage, Injury, or Spoil, is not of the Essence of the Offence.

XXV. Every Objection to any Indictment for any formal Defect
apparent on the Face thereof shall be taken, by Demurrer or Motion —

to quash such Indictment, before the Jury shall be sworn, and not
afterwards; and every Court before which any such Objection shall
be taken for any formal Defect may, if it be thought necessary, cause
the Indictment to be forthwith amended in such Particular by some
Officer of the Court or other Person, and thereupon the Trial shall
proceed as if no such Defect had appeared.

_
XXXVI. So much of a certain Act of Parliament passed in the

Sixtieth Year of the Reign of His late Majesty King George the Third,
intituled An Act to prevent Delay in the Administration of Justice
in Cases ofMisdemeanor, as provides that ‘“‘ where any Person shall
“ be prosecuted for any Misdemeanor by Indictment at any Session
“ of the Peace, Session of Oyer and Terminer, Great Session, or
‘ Session of Gaol Delivery, within that Part of Great Britain called
‘ England, or in Ireland, having been committed to Custody or held“ to Bail to appear to answer for such Offence Twenty Days at the
* least before the Session at which such Indictment shall be found,
** he or she shall plead to such Indictment, and Trial shall proceed“ thereupon, at such same Session of the Peace, Session of Oyer and

° “ ‘Terminer,
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Terminer, Great Session, or Session of Gaol Delivery respectively,unless a Writ of Certiorari for removing such Indictment into His“
Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench at Westminster or in Dublin shall
be delivered at such Session before the Jury shall be sworn for“ such Trial,” shall be and the same is hereby repealed.

XXVII. No Person prosecuted shall be entitled to traverse or
postpone the Trial of any Indictment found against him at any Session
of the Peace, Session of Oyer and Terminer, or Session of Gaol Deli-
very : Provided always, that if the Court, upon the Application of
the Person so indicted or otherwise, shall be of opinion that he oughtto be allowed a further Time, either to prepare for his Defence or
otherwise, such Court may adjourn the Trial of such Person to
the next subsequent Session, upon such Terms as to Bail or other-
wise as to such Court shall seem meet, and may respite the Re-
cognizances of the Prosecutor and Witnesses accordingly, in which
Case the Prosecutor and Witnesses shall be bound to attend to
prosecute and give Evidence at such subsequent Session without
entering into any fresh Recognizance for that Purpose.

XXVIII. In any Plea of autrefois convict or autrefois acquit it shall
be sufficient for any Defendant to state that he has been lawfully con-
victed or acquitted (as the Case may be) of the said Offence charged
in the Indictment.

XXIX. Whenever any Person shall be convicted of any One of the
Offences following, as an Indictable Misdemeanor ; that is to say, any
Cheat or Fraud punishable at Common Law; any Conspiracy to
cheat or defraud, or to extort Money or Goods, or falsely to accuse of
any Crime, or to obstruct, prevent, pervert, or defeat the Course of
public Justice; any Escape or Rescue from lawful Custody on a
Criminal Charge; any public and indecent Exposure of the Person;
any indecent Assault, or any Assault occasioning actual bodily Harm;
any Attempt to have carnal Knowledge of a Girl under Twelve
Years of Age; any public selling, or exposing for public Sale or to
public View, of any obscene Book, Print, Picture, or other indecent
Exhibition; it shall be lawful for the Court to sentence the Offender
to be imprisoned for any Term now warranted by Law, and also to be
kept to Hard Labour during the whole or any Part of such Term of
Imprisonment.

XXX. In the Construction of this Act the Word “Indictment ”
shall be understood to include “Information,” “

Inquisition,” -and** Presentment,” as well as Indictment, and also any “ Plea,” “ Repli-
cation,” or other Pleading, and any Nisi Prius Record; and the

Terms
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Terms “finding of the Indictment” shall be understood t include

“the taking of an Inquisition,” “the exhibiting of an Information,”

and “the making a Presentment ;” and wherever in this Act, in

describing or referring to any Personor Party, Matter or Thing,
any Word importing the Singular Number or Masculine Gender is

used, the same shall be understood to include and shall be applied
to several Persons and Parties as well as One Person or Party, and

Females as well as Males, and Bodies Corporate as well as Individuals,
and several Matters and Things as well as One Matter or Thing;
and the Word “Property” shall be understood to include Goods,

Chattels, Money, valuable Securities, and every other Matter or

Thing, whether real or personal, upon or with respect to which any
Offence may be committed.

XXXL. This Act shall come into operation on the First Day of

September One thousand eight hundred and fifty-one.

XXXII. Nothing in this Act shall extend to Scodland.
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