
S T A T U T O R Y  I N S T R U M E N T S  

2025 No. 159 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE 

The Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) Order 2025 

12th February 2025 - - - - Made 

13th February 2025 Laid before Parliament 

6th March 2025 - - Coming into force 

The Secretary of State makes this Order, which gives effect to recommendations submitted to 
the Secretary of State by the Electoral Commission for variations to the scheme for the making 
by the Electoral Commission of policy development grants, in exercise of the powers conferred 
by section 12(3) and (6) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(a). 

Citation, commencement and extent 

1. —(1) This Order may be cited as the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) Order 
2025 and comes into force on 6th March 2025. 

(2) This Order extends to the whole of the United Kingdom. 

(3) This Order does not affect the allocation of policy development grants(b) by the Electoral 
Commission in accordance with the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) Order 2006(c) 
in relation to the year ending with 31st March 2025. 

Policy development grants 

2. The Scheme set out in the Schedule has effect for the purpose of the making by the Electoral 
Commission of policy development grants on or after 1st April 2025. 

Revocation 

3. The following are revoked— 

(a) the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) Order 2006; 

(b) the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) (Amendment) Order 2014(d); 

(c) the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) (Amendment) Order 2015(e); 

(d) the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) (Amendment) (No. 2) Order 2015(f); 

(a) 2000 c. 41. 
(b) See section 12(1)(a) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 for the meaning of “policy development 

grant”. 
(c) S.I. 2006/602. 
(d) S.I. 2014/556. 
(e) S.I. 2015/128. 
(f) S.I. 2015/302. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/602/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/556/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/128/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/302/contents


(e) the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) (Amendment) Order 2016(a); 

(f) the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) (Amendment) Order 2017(b); 

(g) the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) (Amendment) Order 2018(c); 

(h) the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) (Amendment) Order 2020(d); 

(i) the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) (Amendment) (No. 2) Order 2020(e); 

(j) the Elections (Policy Development Grants Scheme) (Amendment) Order 2022(f). 

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government 

Rushanara Ali 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 12th February 2025 

(a) S.I. 2016/164. 
(b) S.I. 2017/109. 
(c) S.I. 2018/127. 
(d) S.I. 2020/139. 
(e) S.I. 2020/385. 
(f) S.I. 2022/26. 
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Article 2 SCHEDULE 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT GRANTS SCHEME 

Interpretation 

1. —(1) In this Scheme— 

“relevant general election”, in respect of a year, means the most recent parliamentary 
general election before the eligibility day; 

“relevant register”, in respect of a year, means the version of a register of parliamentary 
electors, maintained in accordance with section 9(1)(a) of the Representation of the People 
Act 1983(a), which is published, in accordance with section 13 of the Representation of 
the People Act 1983(b), most recently before 2nd February preceding the beginning of the 
year; 

“year” means a period of twelve months beginning with 1st April. 

(2) Subject to sub-paragraphs (3) and (4), in this Scheme “eligibility day”, in respect of a year, 
means 7th March immediately preceding the beginning of the year. 

(3) Sub-paragraph 4 applies where, in respect of a year, the eligibility day would otherwise 
occur— 

(a) on or after the dissolution of Parliament, and 

(b) before the day which is the 28th day after the first day on which the new Parliament 
meets following that dissolution. 

(4) Where this sub-paragraph applies, “eligibility day” means the day which is the 28th day 
after the first day on which the new Parliament meets following the dissolution of the previous 
Parliament. 

(5) Other terms used both in the Scheme and in the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums 
Act 2000 have the same meaning in this Scheme as they have in that Act. 

Meaning of “eligible party” 

2. —(1) A party is an “eligible party” for a policy development grant under this Scheme in 
respect of a year if it is a registered party(c) that is represented(d) on the eligibility day. 

(2) The Commission must publish a list of eligible parties each year on the eligibility day. 

Amount available for allocation by the Commission 

3. The amount available for allocation as policy development grants by the Commission in each 
year is £2 million. 

(a) 1983 c. 2. 
(b) Section 13 was substituted by paragraph 6 of Schedule 1 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c. 2) and amended 

by section 5(1) of the Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006, section 23(2) of, and paragraph 2 of 
Schedule 6 to, the Political Parties and Elections Act 2009, paragraph 11(2) of Schedule 4 to the Electoral Registration 
and Administration Act 2013 and paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Recall of MPs Act 2015. 

(c) See section 160(1) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41) for the meaning of “registered 
party”. 

(d) See section 12(1)(b) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41) for the meaning of “represented”. 
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Allocation between eligible parties 

4. In each year the Commission must allocate the amount available for policy development 
grants in that year so that each eligible party receives the total of— 

(a) the amount determined by dividing £1 million by the number of eligible parties, and 

(b) any amount to be received by the party as determined in accordance with paragraphs 5 
to 8. 

Allocation in respect of England 

5. —(1) A qualifying eligible party must receive the amount determined by the formula— 

( £ 1million x
E
U )

Q

where— 

“E” is the number published by the Commission not later than 31st March immediately 
preceding the beginning of the year as is calculated by the Commission to be the total 
number of persons whose names appeared on a relevant register in England; 

“U” is the number published by the Commission not later than 31st March immediately 
preceding the beginning of the year as is calculated by the Commission to be the total 
number of persons whose names appeared on a relevant register in the United Kingdom; 

“Q” is the total number of qualifying eligible parties. 

(2) For the purposes of this paragraph, an eligible party is a “qualifying eligible party” if 
candidates stand nominated in the name of that party on the statement of persons nominated in 
at least 50% of the parliamentary constituencies in England at the relevant general election(a). 

Allocation in respect of Northern Ireland 

6. —(1) A qualifying eligible party must receive the amount determined by the formula— 

( £ 1million x
N
U )

Q

where— 

“N” is the number published by the Commission not later than 31st March immediately 
preceding the beginning of the year calculated by the Commission to be the total number 
of persons whose names appeared on a relevant register in Northern Ireland; 

“U” is the number published by the Commission not later than 31st March immediately 
preceding the beginning of the year calculated by the Commission to be the total number 
of persons whose names appeared on a relevant register in the United Kingdom; 

“Q” is the total number of qualifying eligible parties. 

(a) See section 14(1) of Schedule 1 of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (c. 2) for the requirements to publish a 
statement of persons nominated. 
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(2) For the purposes of this paragraph, an eligible party is a “qualifying eligible party” if 
candidates stand nominated in the name of that party on the statement of persons nominated in 
at least 50% of the parliamentary constituencies in Northern Ireland at the relevant general election. 

Allocation in respect of Scotland 

7. —(1) A qualifying eligible party must receive the amount determined by the formula— 

( £ 1million x
S
U )

Q

where— 

“S” is the number published by the Commission not later than 31st March immediately 
preceding the beginning of the year calculated by the Commission to be the total number 
of persons whose names appeared on a relevant register in Scotland; 

“U” is the number published by the Commission not later than 31st March immediately 
preceding the beginning of the year calculated by the Commission to be the total number 
of persons whose names appeared on a relevant register in the United Kingdom; 

“Q” is the total number of qualifying eligible parties. 

(2) For the purposes of this paragraph, an eligible party is a “qualifying eligible party” if 
candidates stand nominated in the name of that party in at least 50% of the parliamentary 
constituencies in Scotland at the relevant general election. 

Allocation in respect of Wales 

8. —(1) A qualifying eligible party must receive the amount determined by the formula— 

( £ 1million x
W
U )

Q

where— 

“W” is the number published by the Commission not later than 31st March immediately 
preceding the beginning of the year calculated by the Commission to be the total number 
of persons whose names appeared on a relevant register in Wales; 

“U” is the number published by the Commission not later than 31st March immediately 
preceding the beginning of the year calculated by the Commission to be the total number 
of persons whose names appeared on a relevant register in the United Kingdom; 

“Q” is the total number of qualifying eligible parties. 

(2) For the purposes of this paragraph, an eligible party is a “qualifying eligible party” if 
candidates stand nominated in the name of that party on the statement of persons nominated in 
at least 50% of the parliamentary constituencies in Wales at the relevant general election. 

5 



EXPLANATORY NOTE 
(This note is not part of the Order) 

This Order restates, with variations, the Scheme set out in the Elections (Policy Development 
Grants Scheme) Order 2006. This Scheme governs the making of policy development grants to 
eligible political parties to assist with the development of policies for inclusion in their manifestos 
for relevant elections (within the meaning of section 22(5) of the Political Parties, Elections and 
Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41)). The Scheme, as provided in the Schedule, has effect in relation 
to the year commencing on 1st April 2025, and subsequent years. 

The Order gives effect to the recommendations of the Electoral Commission without modification. 

The amount available for allocation annually by way of grant under the Scheme is £2 million 
(paragraph 3 of the Schedule). Paragraph 4 of the Schedule sets out how that amount is allocated 
to eligible parties. An allocation comprises a fixed amount determined by dividing £1 million by 
the number of eligible parties for the year (paragraph 4(a) of the Schedule) and a variable amount 
(paragraph 4(b) of the Schedule) determined by attributing a share of £1 million between each 
of the four nations of the UK, which is calculated by reference to the proportion of the UK 
electorate for that part of the UK, and then dividing each nation’s share between the qualifying 
eligible parties in respect of that nation, in accordance with paragraphs 5 to 8 of the Schedule. 

A full impact assessment has not been produced for this instrument as no, or no significant, 
impact on the private, voluntary or public sector is foreseen. 

© Crown Copyright 2025 

Printed and published in the UK by The Stationery Office Limited under the authority and superintendence of Saul Nassé, 
Controller of His Majesty’s Stationery Office and King’s Printer of Acts of Parliament. 

6 





£5.78 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2025/159 


	1. - Citation, commencement and extent
	2. - Policy development grants
	3. - Revocation
	Schedule - POLICY DEVELOPMENT GRANTS SCHEME
	Interpretation
	Meaning of “eligible party”
	Amount available for allocation by the Commission
	Allocation between eligible parties
	Allocation in respect of England
	Allocation in respect of Northern Ireland
	Allocation in respect of Scotland
	Allocation in respect of Wales


