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COMMISSION DECISION
of 25 September 1973

relating to the setting up of a Consumers’ Consultative Committee

(73/306/BEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty éstablishing the European
Economic Community ;

Whereas the constant improvement of the living and
working conditions as well as the harmonious develop-
ment of the economies constitute objectives of the
European Economic Communities ;

Whereas according to Article 2 of the Treaty, the
Community has the mission ‘to promote throughout
the Community a harmonious development of
economic activities, a continuous and balanced expan-
sion, an accelerated raising of the standard of living,
and closer relations between the Member States’;

Whereas the Heads of States and Governments at
their conference in October 1972 in Paris called upon
the institutions of the Community to ‘strengthen and
coordinate action for consumer protection’;

Whereas a close and continuous contact with
consumer organizations at Community level can
contribute to the achievement of these aims ; the most
appropriate method to organize these contacts is the
establishment of a  Consumers’ Consultative
Committee, on which these organizations are repre-
sented ;

Whereas it is appropriate, furthermore, to make a pro-
vision in the Committee’s membership for other
persons with extensive experience in consumer affairs,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

The Commission hereby establishes a Consumers’
Consultative Committee, hereafter called the ‘Commit-
tee’.

The Committee shall be composed of representatives
of the European consumer organizations as well as of
other individuals specially qualified in consumer
affairs.

Article 2

It shall be the task of the Committee to represent
consumer interests to the Commission and to advise

the Commission on the formulation and implementa-
tion of policies and actions regarding consumer protec-
tion and information, either when requested to do so
by the Commission or on its own initiative,

Article 3
The Committee shall be composed of 25 members.

The seats are attributed as follows :

— three to the European Office of Consumer Unions
(BEUC);

— three to the Committee of Family Organizations
for the European Communities (COFACE);

— three to the European Community of Consumer
Cooperatives (EURO-COOP);

— six to the European Confederation of Trade
Unions (CES), to the European Organization of
the World Confederation of Labour (EO-CMT),
and to the Liaison Office of the Confédération
générale du travail (CGT) — Confederazione
generale del Lavoro (CGIL);

— 10 to the other individuals specially qualified in
consumer affairs.

Article 4

The members of the Committee shall be appointed by
the Commission.

For the seats attributed to them the organizations
mentioned in Article 3 (2) shall propose a list of
persons to the Commission, which shall contain
double the number of representatives allotted to them
and shall take account of the desirability of having
members on the Committee from all Member States
of the Community.

Furthermore, each organization or group of organiza-
tions mentioned in Article 3 (2) shall propose to the
Commission at least two candidates for the group of
individuals specially qualified in consumer matters.
Four of the ten individuals nominated by the Commis-
sion shall be chosen among these candidates.
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Article 5

An alternative shall be appointed for each member of
the Committee under the same conditions as laid
down in Article 4.

Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 9, an
_alternative shall not attend meetings of the
Committee, nor participate in its work, unless the rele-
vant member is prevented from doing so.

Article 6

" The term of offiée of members of the Committee
shall be for three years and shall be renewable.

At the end of the three-year period, the members of
the Committee shall continue in office until a replace-
ment is provided or their term of office is renewed.

The mandate of a member of the Committee ends in
the case of his voluntary retirement or on the termina-
tion of his membership of the organization which he
represents, or on his death. A member’s mandate shall
end when the organization which he represents
demands his replacement.

The member is replaced for the rest of the three-year
period, according to the procedure of Article 4.

There shall be no payment for duties performed.

Article 7

The Commission shall publish the list of members of
the Committee and 'their alternates in the Official
Journal of the Eurcpean Communities for informa-
tion.

Article 8

The Committee shall elect a Chairman and two Vice-
Chairmen, who shall hold office for a period of one
year, renewable for one further year. The elections
shall be by a majority of two-thirds of the members
present.

The. Committee may, by the same majority, elect
other members to the steering committee,

The steering committee shall prepare and organize
the work of the Committee.

Article 9

The Committee may ask for the attendance, as an
expert, of any person who is specially qualified in any
particular subject of the agenda.

The experts shall be present only for the discussion of
the particular subject for which their attendance is
requested.

Article 10

The Committee may form working parties.

Article 11

The Committee shall meet at the seat of the Commis-
sion which shall convene meetings at least four times
a year, and in addition, upon the request of one half
of the members.

Representatives of the relevant services of the Commis-
sion shall take part in the ‘meetings of the Committee,
of its steering committee and of its working parties.

The Commission’s services shall provide the Secreta-
riat for the Committee, for its steering committee and
for its working parties.

Article 12

The Commission, requesting an advice from the
Committee, may fix the delay during which the advice
has to be given.

Article 13

Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 214 of
the Treaty, the members of the Committee are
required not to divulge information obtained from
their work in the Committee, when the Commission
informs them that the subject matter is of a confiden-
tial nature.

In such cases, only members of the Committee and
the representatives of the Commission’s services shall
take part in the meetings.

Article 14

This Decision shall enter into force on 1 October
1973.

Done at Brussels, 25 September 1973.

For the Commission
The President
Frangois-Xavier ORTOLI




