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COUNCIL DECISION
of 26 March 1973

on action to protect Community livestock against certain foot-and-mouth diseases

(73/88/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the Euro-
pean Economic Community, and in particular Ar-
ticle 43 thereof

Having regard to the proposal from the Commis-
sion;

Having regard to the Opinion of the European
Parliament;

Whereas, according to the Council Resolution of
12 March 1968 (1), the guaranteeing of adequate
protection of human and animal health and the im-
plementation of measures to combat epizootic
diseases constitute basic principles for Community
measures to be adopted in the veterinary field;

Whereas, with this objective in mind, it is advisable
to ensure the protection of Community territory
against the danger constituted by the A 22 sub-type
foot-and-mouth virus; whereas that virus can only be
combated by a specific vaccine which may not be
produced in the laboratories of the Member States;
whereas a recommendation of the International Of-
fice for Epizootic Diseases, formally prohibits the
preparation of such vaccines in territory unaffected
by this virus;

Whereas the Community should therefore decide
upon and finance the establishment and storage out-
side its territory of a reserve stock of vaccine to
combat the A 22 sub-type of foot-and-mouth
disease in order to fight instantly the first attacks
of the virus without being obliged to attend the
mass production of the necessary vaccine; whereas,
furthermore, in order to accelerate such mass pro-
duction, provision should be made under the same
conditions for the strain suitable for the method of
culture used for production of such vaccine to be
kept at the disposal of the Community;

(1) OJ No C 22, 18. 3. 1968, p. 18.

Whereas the danger from the A 22 foot-and-mouth
virus may vary, depending on developments during
the next few years; whereas, therefore, the protection
measures referred to above should caly be decided
upon on a temporary basis;

Whereas, in addition, during the period in which
they are applied, these measures may prove inade-
quate; whereas it is therefore advisable to provide
that, should epizootiological conditions so require,
the amounts and the types or sub-types of vaccines
which the Community must use to combat exotic
species of foot-and-mouth disease, may be changed;

Whereas implementation of the measures provided
for may be ensured by a contract concluded by the
Commission; whereas the clauses of that contract
should be laid down according to a Community
procedure;

Whereas where an epidemic breaks out in the
territory of the Community detailed rules for the
distribution and use of the vaccine should also be
laid down according to a Community procedure;

Whereas, moreover, in order to protect the Com-
munity, it may prove necessary to make provision
for the possibility of supplying vaccine taken from
the Community stock to third countries affected by
the A 22 virus,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

1. There shall be established, stocked and main-
tained at the disposal of the Community a reserve:

(a) of foot-and-mouth vaccine of sub-type A 22;
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(b) of foot-and-mouth virus of the sub-type A 22,
suitable for FRENKEL culture, sufficient to start
5 50-litre tanks of FRENKEL culture;

(c) of foot-and-mouth virus of sub-type A 22,
suitable for BHK culture and culture on calf
kidney cells;

(d) of 50 millilitres of serum of the A 22 sub-type for
diagnosis and titration.

2. The reserve referred to in paragraph 1 (a), modi-
fied if necessary in accordance with paragraph 3,
shall be a total of 2 million doses, to be supplied in
batches at intervals to be determined in the contract
referred to in Article 3.

3. If epizootiological conditions so require a de-
cision may be taken in accordance with the proce-
dure laid down in Article 7:

a) to increase by a maximum of 50°%0 the vaccine
reserve referred to in paragraph 1 (a);

b) to provide for the possibility when the contract
is drawn up, or during the period of its execution,
for the supply of

— other exotic types or sub-types of foot-and-
mouth disease virus suitable for the cultures
referred to in paragraph 1 (b) and (c),

— corresponding types and sub-types of vaccines
and corresponding serums for diagnosis and
titration.

Article 2

Appropriations to meet the expenditure resulting
from the action provided for in Article 1 shall be
entered in the Community budget under the section
‘Commission’.

This expenditure shall also cover the expenses occa-
sioned by the inspections which may be carried out
at any time, and in particular during the production
of the vaccine.

Article 3

The action laid down in Article 1 shall be imple-
mented by the conclusion of a contract between the
Commission and the persons responsible for the
supply of the products referred to in Article 1 (1)
(a) and (b), which shall be produced at the Razi/
IFFA Institute in Teheran. As regards the other prod-
ucts, the contract shall be entered into with the
appropriate Institutions.

The terms of the contract shall be adopted in ac-
cordance with the procedure laid down in Article 6.

Article 4

If an exotic form of foot-and-mouth disease should
break out in the territory of a Member State, the
whole of the available reserve of vaccine may be
delivered to that State; the State concerned shall be
free to use an amount of the vaccine equal to
400 000 doses; the use of the remainder shall be
decided upon in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 7.

Article §

If the health situation within the Community so
permits a decision may be taken, in accordance with
the procedure laid down in Article 6, to donate to
third countries affected by exotic species of foot-
and-mouth disease virus part of the Community
stock of vaccine.

Article 6

1. Where the procedure laid down in this Article is
to be used, matters shall without delay be referred
by the Chairman, either on his own initiative or at
the request of a Member state, to the Standing Vet-
erinary Committee (hereinafter called ‘Committee’)
established by the Council Decision of 15 October
1968.

2. Within the Committee the votes of Member States
chall be weighted as provided in Article 148 (2) of
the Treaty. The Chairman shall not vote.

3. The representative of the Commission shall sub-
mit a draft of the measures to be adopted. The
Committee shall deliver its opinion on such measures
within two days. Opinions shall be delivered by a
majority of forty-one votes.

4. The Commission shall adopt the measures and
shall apply them immediately where they are in
accordance with the Opinion of the Committee. If
they are not in accordance with the Opinion of the
Committee or if no opinion is delivered, the Com-
mission shall without delay submit to the Council
the measures to be adopted. The Council shall adopt
the measures by a qualified majority.

If, within three months from the date on which the
proposal was submitted to it, the Council has not
adopted any measures, the Commission shall adopt
the proposed measures and apply them immediately,
save where the Council has decided by a simple
majority against those measures.
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Article 7

1. Where the procedure laid down in this Article is
to be used, matters shall without delay be referred
to the Chairman, either on his own initiative or at
the request of a Member State, to the Standing Vet-
erinary Committee (hereinafter called the ‘Commit-
tee’) set up by the Council Decision of 15 October
1968.

2. Within the Committee the votes of the Member
States shall be weighted as provided in Article 148 (2)
of the Treaty. The Chairman shall not vote.

3. The representative of the Commission shall sub-
mit a draft of the measures to be adopted. The
Committee shall deliver its opinion on such measures
within two days. Opinions shall be delivered by a
majority of forty-one votes.

4. The Commission shall adopt the measures and
shall apply them immediately where they are in
accordance with the Opinion of the Committee.
Where they are not in accordance with the Opinion
of the Committee or if no opinion is delivered, the
Commission shall without delay submit to the Coun-
cil a proposal regarding the measures to be adopted.
The Council shall adopt the measures by a qualified
majority.

If, within fifteen days of the date on which the pro-
posal was submitted to it, the Council has not adop-
ted any measures, the Commission shall adopt the

proposed measures and apply them immediately,
save where the Council has decided by a simple
majority against those measures.

Article 8

The provisions of Articles 6 and 7 shall apply for
eighteen months from the date on which a matter
was first referred to the Committee either under
Article 6 (1) or 7 (1) or under any corresponding
rules.

Article 9

The action provided for in this Decision shall be
limited to a period of 2 years from the date of the
signature of the contract provided for in Article 3.

Before the expiry of this period the Council, acting
in accordance with the voting procedure laid down in
Article 43 of the Treaty shall decide whether this
action should be extended or whether it is necessary
to amend this Decision.

Article 10
This Decision is addressed to the Member States.
Done at Brussels, 26. March 1973,
For the Council

The President
A. LAVENS




