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COUNCIL DECISION

of 27 September 1977
instituting a study of informatic systems for the processing of data on imports/
exports and on the management and financial control of agricultural market

organizations

(77/619/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

shall amount to 722 000 units of account, shall be
entered in the budget of the European Communities.

Article 3

The Commission shall be responsible for putting the
study into effect. It shall be assisted by the Advisory
Committee on Joint Data Processing Projects, here­
inafter referred to as the 'Committee'. The Commis­
sion shall submit a report to the Council at the end of
the study.

Article 4

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 235
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,
Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia­
ment ( 1 ),
Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2),
Whereas, with a view to giving a Community orienta­
tion to policies for encouraging and promoting data
processing the Council agreed in its resolution of 15
July 1974 on a Community policy on data
processing (3) to adopt, on a proposal from the
Commission, common projects of European interest
in the field of data processing applications ;
Whereas, as regards the administration of the customs
union and the common agricultural policy, it is essen­
tial that import/export data and data on the agricul­
tural market and its financial control are rapidly
communicated and processed ;
Whereas such a project seems necessary in order to
attain certain objectives of the Community within the
functioning of the common market ;
Whereas the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community has not provided the necessary
powers,

The award of contracts to organizations which are to
perform the work shall be subject to the conditions
set out below.

If, following examination of a dossier, the Commis­
sion proposes to award a contract, it shall send the
Committee a draft decision accompanied by a report.

The Committee shall give its opinion within one
month . Opinions shall be delivered by a majority of
41 votes, the votes of the Member States being
weighted as provided in Article 148 (2) of the Treaty.
The chairman shall not vote.

The Commission shall take a decision which shall be
immediately applicable . However, if the decision is
not in accordance with the Committee's opinion, it
shall be immediately communicated by the Commis­
sion to the Council . In this event the Commission
shall defer application of its decision by no more than
two months from the date of this communication .
The Council , acting by a qualified majority, may take
a different decision within two months.

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

A study of informatic systems for the processing of
data on imports/exports and on the management and
financial control of agricultural market organizations
is hereby instituted .
This study is defined in section II of the Annex.

Article 2

7fhe duration of the study shall be 18 months. The
appropriations necessary for carrying it out, which

Done at Brussels, 27 September 1977.

For the Council

The President

A. HUMBLET

f 1 ) OJ No C 28 , 9 . 2. 1976, p . 6 .
(2) OJ No C 131 , 12 . 6 . 1976, p . 8 .
(3) OJ No C 86, 20 . 7 . 1974, p . 1 .
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ANNEX

STUDY OF INFORMATIC SYSTEMS FOR THE PROCESSING OF DATA ON
IMPORTS/EXPORTS, AND ON THE MANAGEMENT AND FINANCIAL CONTROL

OF AGRICULTURAL MARKET ORGANIZATIONS

I. INTRODUCTION

The project covers an in-depth study aimed at determining
long-term detailed requirements for a Community frame­
work enabling the Member States and the Commission to
develop, and link up to their mutual advantage, informatic
systems for the processing of data on imports/exports and on
the management and financial control of agricultural market
organizations.

The study is scheduled to last 18 months.

service suited not only to its own purposes but also to those
of the Member States and, as far as possible, compatible with
the various systems used by Member States.

Administrative, business and political circles are very inter­
ested in the simplification of import/export procedures.

Member States and the Commission will continue to want to
develop their own, independent informatic systems in the
foreseeable future. These developments cannot reasonably be
delayed but an overall Community framework is urgently
required so that Community requirements can be fitted into
the new systems as they are designed.1 . Background

2. Work done by the Commission

In the light of the situation outlined above the Commission
asked independent consultants to conduct two interrelated
preliminary surveys . The first was designed to outline strate­
gies for the development of Community import/export infor­
mation systems and the second, more specifically, to explore
how computers might be used more efficiently in the applica­
tion, management and financial control of the common agri­
cultural policy.

These surveys confirmed the urgent need for a Community
framework for the development of informatic systems for
imports/exports and agriculture and indicate in some detail
the steps required to develop this framework, as well as a
number of short- and medium-term improvements which
should be made.

The Member States and the Commission exchange large
volumes of data relating to imports and exports and to
certain agricultural transactions. Some of these data, such as
agricultural prices, levy rates, imports under quotas etc ., are
urgently required for the purposes of applying the Commu­
nity's agricultural and commercial policies. Other data, such
as the Common Customs Tariff Nomenclature and foreign
trade statistics, are of a more routine nature. Large quantities
of information necessary for the administration of the
customs union and the common agricultural policy are
currently exchanged by letters or telexes which, on receipt in
the Member States, in most cases require conversion into yet
another form suitable for input into local computers . The
Community as a whole could make useful savings if
advanced data processing and transmission methods could be
used in a coordinated manner in the Commission and the
Member States.

Moreover, essential information on agricultural imports and
exports and on agriculture is never available in time or in the
right form to allow urgent and important Community policy
decisions to be taken.

Fraud control is another important area that requires timely
information for effective detection.

The majority of the Member States are making rapid progress
in the development of informatic systems, some of which are
very advanced, to meet the processing requirements of their
customs and statistical administrations. Some Member States
are also looking into the possibility of using computers more
widely in the agricultural sector.

Most Member States have expresse^an interest in exploring
the possibility of using more advanced data processing and
transmission techniques for exchanging information with the
Commission. Some Member States are also interested in the
direct exchange of certain standard types of import/export
data by informatic methods.

The Commission is under an obligation to organize its own
informatic methods in such a way as to provide an efficient

3 . Further action required

The need to develop systems to meet short- and medium­
term needs is so great that development work by the
Member States and the Commission on data and information
concerning imports/exports, and on the management and
financial control of the agricultural market organizations,
needs to be pushed ahead as rapidly as possible. It is envis­
aged therefore that short- and medium-term measures will be
taken where appropriate.

To meet longer-term needs, and in order to establish a
Community framework for the development of coordinated
and compatible systems, it will also be necessary to carry out
a detailed study of the major requirements of the Member
States and the Commission. The scale and technical char­
acter of this work are such that the normal Community
committee machinery needs to be supplemented by a study
along the lines outlined above.

The results of the preliminary surveys will help to orientate
the in-depth study.
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II . CONTENT OF THE PROJECT

Pnortty 4 :

Information exchanges between the relevant departments of
the Member States .

Pnortty 5 :

Using the information gathered during the preliminary
surveys as a basis, and taking account of the fact that the
Commission is currently looking into the possibility of
applying informatic systems to the management and finan­
cial control of agricultural market organizations, the long­
term in-depth study will have the following objectives :
— to explore the extent to which import-export systems and
informatic systems for the management of the agricul­
tural market organizations which are under development
by the Member States and the Commission can appropri­
ately be interlinked to their mutual advantage,

— to assess the scope for, and advantages or disadvantages of
defining at Community level standards and codes for the
exchange of data between the departments concerned of
the Member States on the one hand and importers, expor­
ters and others concerned on the other hand,

— to examine the utility of other cooperative projects .

The project would involve the study by each Member State
and the Commission of the following fields in each Member
State and the Commission in the order of priority set out
below, taking account of the means available . Detailed tech­
nical specifications for the study will be worked out later in
consultation with the Technical Committee of Users and the
project leader. Precise requirements in respect of the manage­
ment of the agricultural market organizations will be speci­
fied in the light of progress made in the work now in hand.

Possibilities of utilizing informatic systems in the manage­
ment and financial control of agricultural market organiza­
tions (in so far as they are not covered by the above fields of
study).

In the light of the above work, possibilities of other coopera­
tive projects to improve the efficiency of systems and to
reduce utilization and development costs would be
examined.

Where appropriate, the report to be drawn up should include
the following :

— content, timing and volumes of input and output,
— type and content of files,
— processing,
— communications,

— interfaces/links,

Priority 1 : — requirements regarding reliability, security, availability
and flexibility,Exchange of information between the Member States and the

Commission . — audit,

— codes and standards,Pnonty 2 :
Inventory of the basic functions or subsystems of the infor­
matic systems utilized or planned by the Member States and
the Commission (such functions will include, for example,
currency conversion, control of tariff quotas, etc .). The study
must take account of differences between systems for trade
between the Member States and trade with third countries .

— recommended action, including alternative strategies and
priorities,

— costs, benefits and other implications,
— any other consideration within the framework and along
the lines of the study which the Technical Committee of
Users may propose be added on the basis of the prelimi­
nary studies and progress made in the work, of its experi­
ence (in particular of any short- and medium-term action
to be taken as a result of these studies), and of Commu­
nity requirements.

Priority 3 :
Data suitable for exchange with third countries and other
parties (airlines , importers etc .) and interface techniques
involved.


