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COUNCIL DECISION
of 27 September 1977

adopting a European Economic Community concerted project in the field of treatment
and use of sewage sludge

(77/651/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community, and in particular
Article 235 therof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the opinion of the European
Parliament (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2),

Whereas by virtue of Article 2 of the Treaty the
Community has been assigned the task of promoting
throughout the Community a  harmonious
development of economic activities, a continuous and
balanced expansion and an accelerated raising of the
standard of living;

Whereas in the declaration of 22 November 1973 (3)
the Council approved the principles and objectives of
a Community environmental policy and the general
description of the actions to be undertaken at
Community level; whereas in the Resolution of 17
May 1977 (%) the Council approved the continuation
and implementation of a Community policy and
action programme on the environment;

Whereas in its Decision 76/311/EEC (5) the Council
adopted an environmental research programme;

Whereas in its resolution of 14 January 1974 on an
initial outline programme of the European
Communities in the field of science and
technology (8), the Council stressed that an
appropriate approach should be adopted towards the
whole range of available ways and means, including
concerted projects, and that whenever it proves
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desirable that third countries, particularly European
ones, should be associated in these projects, steps
should be taken to make this possible;

Whereas, on 4 May 1976, the Council adopted a
Directive 76/464/EEC on pollution caused by certain
dangerous substances discharged into the aquatic
environment of the Community (7);

Whereas, in its Resolution of 14 January 1974 on in
particular the coordination of national policies in the
field of science and technology (8), the Council
entrusted the Community Institutions with the task
of gradually ensuring such coordination, aided by the
Scientific and Technical Research Committee
(CREST);

Whereas a research project on certain aspects of the
problem of sewage sludge, carried out under an
Agreement signed on 23 November 1971 in the
framework of European Cooperation in the field of
Scientific and Technical Research (COST) (COST
Project 68), produced very encouraging results;

Whereas a concerted Community research project in
the field of treatment and use of sewage sludge,
continuing and extending COST Project 68, must
contribute effectively to the achievement of the
abovementioned aims, in particular with regard to
the reduction of environmental pollution and the
more economical use of natural resources;

Whereas the Member States intend, as part of the
rules and procedures applicable to their national
programmes, to carry out the research described in
Annex I, and are prepared to integrate such research
into a process of coordination at Community level
over a period of three years;

Whereas the execution of such research as described
in Annex I will require a financial contribution of
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about six million units of account from the Member
States;

Whereas the Treaty does not provide the specific
powers necessary for this purpose;

Whereas the Scientific and Technical Research
Committee (CREST) has given its opinion on the
Commission proposal,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

The Community shall implement over a period of
three years a concerted project in the field of
treatment and use of sewage sludge (hereinafter
referred to as the ‘project’), within the framework of
its Environmental Research Programme.

The project shall consist in coordination at
Community level of the research described in Annex
I and forming part of the national research
programmes of the Member States.

Article 2

The Commission shall be responsible for the
coordination.

Article 3

The maximum financial contribution by the
Community to such coordination will be 140 000
units of account, the unit of account being defined by
the relevant financial regulations.

Article 4

To facilitate the execution of the project, a concerted
action Committee on the treatment and use of sewage
sludge, hereinafter referred to as ‘the Committee’,

shall be established.

A project leader shall be appointed by the
Commission in agreement with the Committee. The
Committee shall, in particular, assist the Commission
in its coordination.

The terms of reference and the composition of the
Committee are defined in Annex II.

The Committee shall draw up its rules of procedure.
Its secretariat will be provided by the Commission.

Article §

(a) In accordance with a procedure to be adopted by
the Commission in agreement with the

Committee, the Member States participating in
the project shall exchange regularly all useful
information concerning the execution of the
research covered by the concerted project and
shall provide the Commission with all
information relevant for coordination purposes.
They shall also endeavour to provide the
Commission with information on similar research
planned or carried out by bodies for which they
are not responsible. Any information shall be
treated as confidential if so requested by the
Member State which provides it.

(b) The Commission shall prepare yearly progress
reports on the basis of the information supplied,
and shall forward them to the Member States
and the European Parliament.

(c) At the end of the coordination period, the
Commission, in agreement with the Committee,
shall forward to the Member States and the
European Parliament a general report on the
execution and results of the coordination action.
The Commission shall publish this report six
months after it has been forwarded to the
Member States, unless a Member State objects.
In this case the report shall be distributed, at
their request, solely to the Institutions and
undertakings whose research or production
activities justify access to the knowledge resulting
from the performance of the research covered by
the project. The Commission may make
arrangements to ensure that the report remains
confidential and is not passed on to third parties.

Article 6

1. In accordance with Article 228 of the Treaty,
the Community may conclude agreements with other
States involved in European Cooperation in the field
of Scientific and Technical Research (COST) with a
view to extending the coordination which is the
subject of this Decision to research undertaken in
those States.

2. The Commission is hereby authorized to

negotiate the agreements referred to in paragraph 1.

Article 7

This Decision shall be published in the Official
Journal of the European Communities. It shall take
effect on the day of its publication.

Done at Brussels, 27 September 1977.

For the Council
The President
A. HUMBLET
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ANNEX I

RESEARCH PROGRAMME
IN THE FIELD OF TREATMENT AND USE OF SEWAGE SLUDGE

(concerted project)
The main purpose of the work is to acquire scientific and technical knowledge required for the

implementation of the Programme of Action of the European Communities on the environment.
The research covers the following topics:

Division of research work among
Member States
Research topics
B D DK | F l 1 IRL | NL UK
Lux.
1. Sludge stabilization and odour problems:
— Definition and determination of ‘degree of stability’ and
relation to odour nuisance X X X
— Comparative evaluation of stabilization procedures X X X
2. Problems related to sludge dewatering:
— Research on water binding forces X
— Development and standardization of methods for the
assessment of dewatering properties X X X X
— Problems related to the use of flocculants
— Comparative evaluation of thickening and dewatering
equipment X X
3. Analytical problems related to sludge treatment and use:
— Characterization of pathogens and evaluation of disin-
fection procedures X X X
— Characterization and determination of pollutants (heavy
metals, persistent organic compounds) in sludge and
development of standardized analytical methods X X X
4. Environmental problems related to sludge use:
— Special processing of sludge for agricultural use (e.g.
composting) including the improvement of disinfection
procedures and pollutant removal X X X X
~ Transfer of pollutants to plants and harmful effects
on vegetation X X X X
— Effects of long range sludge application on soil quality
and ground water X X X X X
— Optimum land use of sludge, including sludge from
dephosphatation plants X X X X
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ANNEX I1

TERMS OF REFERENCE AND COMPOSITION OF THE CONCERTED ACTION
COMMITTEE ON THE TREATMENT AND USE OF SEWAGE SLUDGE

1. The Committee shall:

1.1. contribute to the optimum execution of the programme by giving its opinion on all
of its aspects;

1.2. evaluate the results of the project and draw conclusions as to their application;
1.3. be responsible for the exchange of information referred to in Article 5 (a);

1.4. keep abreast of national research being done in the fields covered by the project, and
more especially of scientific and technical developments likely to affect the execution of
the project;

1.5. suggest guidelines to the project leader.

2. The Committee’s reports and opinions shall be forwarded to the Commission and the Member
States participating in the project. The Commission shall forward these opinions to the CREST.

3. The Committee shall be composed of the persons responsible for coordinating the national
contributions to the programme, and the project leader. Each member may be accompanied
by experts.




