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COUNCIL DECISION
of 21 December 1976

on the financing by the Community of certain emergency measures in the field of
animal health

(77/97/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the

European -Economic Community, and in particular
Article 43 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

+ Having regard to the opinion of. the. FEuropean
Parliament (%), ’

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2),

Whereas it has been recognized- that everything
possible must be done to accelerate the
harmonization  of national provisions relating to
animal health and to find suitable means -of :achieving

this end, particularly as regards the Community’s..

financial responsibility;

Whereas such responsibility should at first relate only
to the risk of outbreaks.of exotic diseases occurring
within the territory of the Community and should
involve measures to be carried out both within and
outside the Community; whereas the outbreak of
such diseases in a Member State may constitute a
serious danger for the Community as a whole;

Whereas the manner in which responsibility is to be
assumed should be defined in each particular case as
it arises, under a flexible and fapid Community
procedure in which the Commission cooperates
closely with the Member States,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

1. Where an outbreak of cattle plague, exotic foot
and mouth disease, contagious pleuro-pneumonia,

(1) O] No.C 5, 8. 1. 1975, p. 19.
() OJ No C 47, 27. 2. 1975, p. 34.

African swine fever,” blue- tongue  disease or
contagious vesiculate stomatitis occurs in the territory
of a Member State, such State may receive financial
assistance from the Community for the purpose of
eradicating the disease, provided that the measures
which are applied forthwith include the isolation -of
the farm in question from the moment when an
outbreak is suspected and, as soon as the disease is
officially confirmed:

— the slaughter  and destruction of animals of
susceptible species which are afflicted or infected
or suspected of being so,

—— the destruction of contaminated feedingstuffs,
— the disinfection of the farm,
— the establishment of buffer zones,

— the application -of measures to prevent the spread
of infection,

— the fixing of a minimum period during which the
farm may not be restocked following slaughter.

The Member-State concerned shall forthwith inform
the Commission and the other Member States of the
measures applied and the results obtained. The
Standing Veterinary Committee (hereinafter referred
to as ‘the Committee’) set up by the Council Decision
of 15 October 1968 (3) shall meet as soon as possible
to examine the situation. The decision to grant
Community financial assistance shall be taken in
accordance with the procedure laid down in Article S.

2. If, in the light of the development of the
situation in the Community, it should prove
advisable to continue the action provided for in the
second subparagraph of paragraph 1, a further
decision shall be taken in accordance with the same
procedure. This decision may be made conditional
upon the adaptation of the measures adopted by the
Member State pursuant to paragraph 1, or the
application of such measures other than those
specified above, as may be considered necessary for
the achievement of the aim in view.

() OJ No L 255, 18. 10. 1968, p. 23.
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3.  The Community’s financial contribution, which
may be divided into several instalments, may cover:

— up to 50% of the expenses incurred by the -

Member State in .compensating owners for the
slaughter and destruction of the animals, and the
disinfecting of the farm,

— where vaccination has been ordered in accordance.

with paragraph 2, 100 % of the cost of the
vaccine and up to 50 % of the expenses incurred
in carrying out vaccination.

The contribution shall be- calculated on the basis of
documentary evidence submitted by the Member
State concerned.

4.  The list of diseases set out in paragraph 1 may,
for the purposes of this Decision, be altered by the
Council on a proposal from -the Commission. This
list may only extend to diseases which are exotic for
the Community. '

Article 2

1. If a Member State is directly.threatened by an
outbreak in the territory of an adjacent third country
or Member State of one of the contagious diseases
referred to in Article 1 (1), such Member State may,
if it considers special measures necessary for its
protection, in particular the creation of a buffer zone
of vaccinated animals, obtain financial assistance
from the Community on condition that the creation
of this zone has been approved in accordance with
the procedure laid down in Article 5.

2. The Member State concerned shall to this end
inform the Commission and the other Member States
of its intentions without delay. The Committee shall
meet as soon as possible to examine the situation.

The decision to grant Community financial
assistance, which may relate only to the cost of
purchasing vaccine and of carrying out vaccination,
shall be taken in accordance with the procedure laid
down'in Article 5. The grant of such assistance may
be made conditional on the application of such
special measures as may be considered necessary for
the achievement of the aim in view.

3. The Community’s financial contribution, which
may be split up into several instalments, may cover
up to 100 % of the cost of the vaccine and up to
50 % of the cost of carrying out vaccination.

Article 3

The Community may decide to build up stocks of
biological - products (vaccines, appropriate virus
strains, diagnosis serums) to combat the contagious
diseases referred to in -Article 1 (1).

Such- action and the relevant implementing rules,
particularly as regards. the choice, production,
transport-and use of such stocks; shall be determined
in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 3.

Article 4

1. If: the outbreak in a third country of a
contagious disease as referred to in Article 1 (1) is
likely to present a danger to the Community, it may
help combat the disease by supplying vaccine or by
financing the purchase thereof.

2. Such Community intervention; the implement-
ing rules and the conditions to which it may be made
subject shall be. determined in accordance with.
procedure Jaid down in Article 5.

3.. Such financial contribution by the Community

_may not exceed 25 % of the appropriations shown in

the budget in any given-year for all the measures
provided for in this Decision.

Article §

1.  Where the procedure laid down in this Article is
to be followed, matters shall be referred to the
Committee by the chairman, either on his own
initiative or at the request of a Member State.

2. Within the Committee, the votes of the Member
States shall be weighted as provided in Article 148 (2)
of the Treaty. The chairman shall not vote.

3. The representative of the Commission shall
submit a draft of the measures to be adopted. The
Committee shall deliver its opinion on such measures
within two days. Opinions shall be delivered by a
majority of 41 votes.

The Commission shall adopt the measures and put
them immediately into effect where they are in
accordance with the opinion of the Committee.
Where the measures are not in accordance with the
opinion of the Committee, or if no opinion is
delivered, the Commission shall without delay
propose to the Council the measures to be adopted.
The Council shall act by a qualified majority.
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if, within 15 days of the proposal being submitted to -

it, the Council has not adopted any measures, the
Commission shall adopt the proposed measures and
put them immediately into effect, unless the Council

has decided by a simple majority against the said
measures.

Article 6

An amount. of 2500000 units of account shall be
allocated in. 1977 for the financing . of actions
resulting from this Decision. The appropriations
required for the implementation of the measures
provided for in this Decision shall be fixed each' year
as part of the budget.

Article 7

Article 5 shall apply until 22 June 1981.

Article 8

The Council shall, in the light of experience gained,
examine the amendments to be made to this Decision
on the basis of the report-to be submitted to it by the
Commission before 31 December 1980.

v Article 9

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 21 December 1976.

For the Council
The President
A.P.L.M.M. van der STEE



