25. 2. 78

Official Journal of the European Communities

No L 54/25

COUNCIL DECISION
of 20 February 1978

adopting a concerted action project of the European Economic Community on
the effect of processing on the physical properties of foodstuffs

(78/177/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 235
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2),

Whereas pursuant to Article 2 of the Treaty the
Community was assigned the task of promoting
throughout the Community a harmonious develop-
ment of economic activities, a continuous and
balanced expansion and an accelerated raising of the
standard of living;

Whereas in its resolution of 14 January 1974 on an
initial outline programme of the European Communi-
ties in the field of science and technology (®), the
Council emphasized that an appropriate approach
should be adopted towards the whole range of avail-
able ways and means, including joint projects, and
that whenever it proves desirable that third States,
particularly European ones, should be associated in
these projects, steps should be taken to make this
possible ;

Whereas in its resolution of 14 January 1974 relating
in particular to the coordination of national policies
in the field of science and technology (%), the Council
entrusted the Community institutions with the task of
ensuring, with the assistance of the Scientific and
Technical Research Committee (CREST) the gradual
coordination of national policies in the field of
science and technology ;

Whereas a programme of research in the field of food
technology has been proposed by the Swedish delega-
tion to European Cooperation in the field of Scientific
and Technical Research (COST); whereas the
Council, in its Decision of 16 June 1975, has recog-
nized the interest to the Community of such a
programme ;

(") OJ No C 36, 13. 2. 1978, p. 52.

(3)-Opinion delivered on 15 December 1977 (not yet
published in the Official Journal).

() OJ No C 7, 29. 1. 1974, p. 6.

(*) OJ No C 7, 29. 1. 1974, p. 2.

Whereas a concerted action project for Community
research in the field of industrial food technology is
likely to contribute effectively to the achievement of
the abovementioned objectives, and in particular to a
more economic use of national resources ;

Whereas the Member States intend, as part of the
rules and procedures applicable to their national
programmes, to carry out the research described in
Annex I and are prepared to integrate it into a process
of coordination at Community level over a period of
three years;

Whereas the execution of the research work as
described in Annex I calls for a financial outlay of
some 7-5 million European units of account in the
Member States taking part therein ;

Whereas the Community is empowered to conclude
agreements with third States in the fields covered by
this Decision ; whereas it may prove advisable to
extend the coordination established by this Decision
to the States participating in COST ; whereas, on the
one hand, procedural conditions should be deter-
mined so as to lead to a rapid conclusion of these
agreements, and on the other, negotiations should be
opened with the States referred to, as soon as this
Decision 1s adopted ;

Whereas the Treaty does not provide the specific
powers necessary for this purpose ;

Whereas CREST has given its opinion on the
Commission proposal,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

The Community shall implement for a period of
three years a concerted action project on the effect of
processing on the physical properties of foodstuffs
(hereinafter called ‘the project’).

The project shall consist of the coordination at
Community level of the research work specified in
Annex I, which shall form part of the research
programmes of the Member States.
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Article 2

The Commission shall be responsible for such coordi-
nation.

Article 3

The maximum financial contribution by the Commu-
nity towards coordination shall be fixed at 250 000
European units of account, the European unit of
account being defined by the Financial Regulations
applicable.

Article 4

To facilitate the execution of the project a Concerted
Action Committee on the Effect of Processing on the
Physical Properties of Foodstuffs (hereinafter called
‘the Committee’) shall be established.

A project leader shall be appointed by the Commis-

sion in agreement with the Committee. He shall, in
particular, assist the Commission in its task of coordi-
nation.

The terms of reference and composition of this
Committee are laid down in Annex II.

The Committee shall draw up its own rules of proce-
dure. Its secretariat will be provided by the Commis-
sion.

Article 5

1.  In accordance with a procedure to be adopted by
the Commission in agreement with the Committee,
the Member States participating shall regularly
exchange all relevant information concerning the
performance of the research covered by the project
and forward to the Commission all information that
may be useful for coordination purposes.

They shall in addition endeavour to provide the
Commission with information relating to the research
planned or performed by bodies which are not under
their authority.

This information shall be treated as confidential if the
Member State which communicates it so requests.

2.  The Commission shall prepare yearly progress
reports on the basis of the information provided and
shall send them to the Member States.

3. At the end of the coordination period, the
Commission shall, in agreement with the Committee,
send to the Member States and to the European Parlia-
ment a succinct report on the performance and result
of the project. The Commission shall publish this
report six months after it has been sent to the
Member States, except where a Member State objects.
In this event, the report shall be distributed upon
request only to the institutions and undertakings
whose research activities justify access to the results of
the research carried out under the project. The
Commission may make provision that the report
remains confidential and is not disclosed to third
parties.

Article 6

1.  In accordance with Article 228 of the Treaty, the
Community may conclude agreements with other
States participating in COST with a view to extending
the coordination which is the subject of this Decision
to research undertaken iri these States.

2.  The Commission is hereby authorized to open
negotiations for agreements of the type referred to in
paragraph 1. :

Article 7

This Decision shall come into force- on the day of its
publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.

Done at Brussels, 20 February 1978.

 For the Council
The President
Per HEKKERUP
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ANNEX 1

RESEARCH WORK REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 1

e Apportionment of the research
Choice of themes work among the Member States )
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1. Rheology of liquid foods (viscosity): .
1.0. no particular product XXX X
1.1. milk products X1 XXX X
1.2. sugar products X1 XX
1.3. cereal products X X[ X XX
1.4. fruit products i X1 X1 X
2. Sorption (water activity):
2.0. no particular product X X
2.2. sugar products X
2.4. fruit products X
2.6. meat products X | X | X
3. Thermal properties:
3.0. no particular product X | X X [ X
3.4. fruit products X1 X
3.5. vegetable products XX
3.6. meat products X | X[ X X
3.7. tish products
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ANNEX Il

TERMS OF REFERENCE AND COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE REFERRED TO
IN ARTICLE 4

1. The Committee shall :

1.1. contribute to the optimum execution of the project by giving its opinion in all aspects of its
progress ;

1.2. evaluate the results and draw conclusions regarding their application ;
1.3. be responsible for the exchange of information provided for in Article 5(1);

1.4. keep abreast of national research work being done in the fields covered by the project, in
particular by keeping abreast of scientific and technical developments likely to affect the
execution of the project;

1.5. suggest guidelines to the project leader;

1.6. have the right to set up, in respect of each of the three physical properties defined in Annex
I, a subcommittee to ensure that the programme is properly implemented.

2. The reports and the opinions of the Committee shall be communicated to the Commission and
the Member States participating. The Commission shall forward these opinions to CREST and to
the Standing Committee on Agricultural Research (SCAR).

3. The.Committee shall consist of the project leader and the persons responsible for the coordina-
tion of the national programmes appointed by the Member States participating. Members may for
the duration of the project be accompanied by experts, subject to a maximum of two experts per
Member State participating. A member’s term of office may be terminated prematurely by his
death or resignation or if the Government of the participating Member State which appointed
him requests that he be replaced. His successor shall be appointed for the unexpired period of the
original term.



