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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION
of 27 July 1978

on certain administrative procedures for the operation of the European Social

Fund

(78/706/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No
2396/71 of 8 November 1971 implementing the
Council Decision of 1 February 1971 on the reform of
the European Social Fund ('), as amended by Regula-
tion (EEC) No 2893/77 (2), and in particular Article 13
thereof,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Social
Fund Committee,

Whereas, in order that the examination of applica-
tions for assistance may be carried out efficiently, the
Commission must give the Member States and
Members of the European Social Fund Committee
sufficient notice of the dates of the meetings of the
Committee at which applications for assistance are to
be considered ;

Whereas, before taking a decision on applications for
assistance, the Commission may require additional
information from Member States for the examination
of the applications, and therefore time limits should
be set; whereas, for the efficient administration of the
Fund, any failure to keep to these time limits should
involve the withdrawal of the relevant applications;

Whereas the date of completion of the operations
should be specified in the approval decision ; whereas

(') OJ No L 249, 10. 11. 1971, p. 54.
(*) OJ No L 337, 27. 12. 1977, p. 1.

any delay in carrying out the operations should be
notified to the Commission ;

Whereas, on completion of the operations, sufficient °
time must be allowed for Member States to submit
their requests for payment;

Whereas, in order to assess how effective the assis-
tance is, it is essential that Member States forward to
the Commission a report on the implementation of
the operations ;

Whereas, following the amendment of Regulation
(EEC) No 2396/71 by Regulation (EEC) No 2893/77,
a procedure for the submission of applications for
assistance was introduced which requires the repeal of
Commission Decision 73/434/EEC of 28 November
1973 on the submission of applications for assistance
from the European Social Fund (%),

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

Before 1 October each year, the Commission shall
inform Member States and Members of the European
Social Fund Committee of the dates of the Committee
meetings in the following year at which the applica-
tions for assistance from the European Social Fund
will be considered.

() OJ No L 355, 2. 12. 1973, p. 68.



30. 8. 78

Official Journal of the European Communities

No L 238/21

Article 2

If the Commission considers that additional informa-
tion is required for the examination of an application
for assistance, it shall forward a request in writing to
the Member State in question and set a time limit for
receipt of the reply. If the Member State fails to
furnish the information requested in writing within
the time limit set by the Commission, the application
for assistance shall be deemed to have been with-
drawn.

Avrticle 3

1. On the basis of the information provided by the
Member State concerned, the Commission shall
determine, in the approval decision, the completion
date for the operations; in the case of multiannual
operations, the Commission shall give the breakdown
of the amounts of assistance by instalment and shall
specify, for information purposes, the period covered
by each instalment.

2. If the implementation of the operations is
delayed, the Member State shall inform the Commis-
sion thereof as soon as possible. Where the operations
are of specific intent and limited duration, the
Commission may amend the completion date for the
operations laid down in the approval.

3. In the case of multiannual operations approved
before the date of notification of this Decision, for
those parts relating to the 1977 and subsequent finan-
cial years, the completion dates for the operations and
the amounts of assistance in respect of each instal-
ment shall be the latest communicated to the
Commission by the Member States before the date of
notification of this Decision.

Anrticle 4

1.  Member States shall submit their requests for
payment within 18 months following the date of
completion of operations.

2. For approvals issued before the date of notifica-
tion of this Decision, paragraph 1 shall not have the
effect of reducing the time allowed to Member States
to less than 12 months from the date of notification
of this Decision.

Article 5

On the basis of an outline prepared by the Commis-
sion and forwarded to the Member States before 1
January, Member States shall forward to the Commis-
sion not later than 31 March of the same year a
summary report of the results of operations carried
out with assistance from the European Social Fund in
the previous financial year.

Article 6
Decision 73/434/EEC is hereby repealed.

Article 7 _

This Decision i1s addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 27 July 1978.

For the Commission

Henk VREDELING

Vice-President



