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COUNCIL DECISION

of 27 March 1979

adopting a research programme concerning the decommissioning of nuclear
power plants

(79/344/Euratom)

respectively, the European unit of account being
defined by the Financial Regulation applicable to the
general budget of the European Communities .

Article 3

If the next multiannual programme of the Joint
Research Centre (JRC) provides for direct action in
the field referred to in Article 1 , in order to ensure the
optimum cohesion between that direct action and the
programme adopted by this Decision , the latter shall
be reviewed in accordance with the appropriate proce­
dures as soon as possible following the adoption of
the next JRC programme, in order to take due
account of the content thereof.

If the next JRC programme does not provide for
direct action in the said field, the programme adopted
by this Decision shall be reviewed at the end of the
second year, in accordance with the appropriate proce­
dures .

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Atomic Energy Community, and in particular Article
7 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal presented by the
Commission (') after consultation of the Scientific and
Technical Committee ,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia­
ment (2 ),
Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (3 ),
Whereas the programme of action of the European
Communities on the environment, approved by the
Council of the European Communities and the repre­
sentatives of the Governments of the Member States,
meeting within the Counil , in the resolution of 17
May 1977 (4), underlines the need for Community
measures on the decommissioning of nuclear power
plants and lays down the content of and procedures
for implementing such measures ;
Whereas certain parts of nuclear power plants inevit­
ably become radioactive during operation ; whereas it
is therefore essential to find effective solutions which
are capable of ensuring the safety and protection of
both mankind and the environment against the poten­
tial hazards involved in the decommissioning of these
plants ,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

A programme of research on the decommissioning of
nuclear power plants shall be adopted for a period of
five years as from 1 January 1979 .
The text of this programme is annexed hereto .

Article 2

The ceiling for the expenditure commitments and the
maximum number of staff necessary for the imple­
mentation of the programme shall be fixed at
4-7 million European units of account and three staff

Article 4

The Commission shall ensure that the programme is
carried out . To assist it in this task, an Advisory
Committee on Programme Management in the field
of the decommissioning of nuclear power plants is
hereby set up, the terms of reference and composition
of which shall be defined in accordance with the
Council resolution of 18 July 1977 on advisory
committees on research programme management (5 ).

Done at Brussels, 27 March 1979 .

For the Council

The President

A. GIRAUD

(') OJ No C 146, 21 . 6 . 1978 , p. 3 and OJ No C 17, 19 . 1 .
1979 , p. 4 .

(*) OJ No C 6, 8 . 1 . 1979 , p. 17 .
(3 ) Opinion delivered on 29 and 30 November 1978 (not yet
published in the Official Journal).

(4 ) OJ No C 139 , 13 . 6 . 1977, p. 1 . ( 5 ) OJ No C 192, 11 . 8 . 1977, p. 1 .
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ANNEX

PROGRAMME OF RESEARCH ON THE DECOMMISSIONING OF NUCLEAR POWER
PLANTS

The aim of the programme is the joint development of a system of management of redundant
nuclear power plants and of the radioactive wastes produced in their dismantling which , at its various
stages , will provide mankind and the environment with the best protection possible ; the programme
seeks to promote :

A. Research and development projects concerning the following subjects :

Project No 1 : Long-term integrity of buildings and systems ;
Project No 2 : Decontamination for decommissioning purposes ;
Project No 3 : Dismantling techniques ;
Project No 4 : Treatment of specific waste materials : steel , concrete and graphite ;
Project No 5 : Large transport containers for radioactive waste produced in the dismantling of

nuclear power plants ;
Project No 6 : Estimation of the quantities of radioactive wastes arising from decommissioning of

nuclear power plants in the Community ;
Project No 7 : Influence of nuclear power-plant design features on decommissioning .

B. Identification of guiding principles , namely :

— certain guiding principles in the design and operation of nuclear power plants with a view to
simplifying their subsequent decommissioning ;

— guiding principles in the decommissioning of nuclear power plants , which could form the initial
elements of a Community policy in this field .


