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COUNCIL DECISION

of 27 March 1979

adopting a programme of research on the safety of thermal water reactors (indi­
rect nuclear action)

(79/345/Euratom)

Article 2

The ceiling for the expenditure commitments and the
maximum number of staff necessary for the imple­
mentation of the programme shall be fixed at
6-3 million European units account and three staff
respectively, the European unit of account being
defined by the Financial Regulation applicable to the
general budget of the European Communities .

Article 3

In order to ensure the optimum cohesion between
direct and indirect action in the field referred to in
Article 1 , the programme set out in the Annex shall
be reviewed in accordance with the appropriate proce­
dures as soon as possible following the adoption of
the next multiannual programme of the Joint
Research Centre, in order to take due account of the
content thereof.

Article 4

The Commission shall ensure that the programme is
carried out in close conjunction with the direct action
programme concerning reactor safety.

The Advisory Committee on Management of the
direct action programme set up by the Council resolu­
tion of 18 July 1977 (6) shall also be competent for
the indirect action programme which is the subject of
this Decision .

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Atomic Energy Community, and in particular Article
7 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal presented by the
Commission (') after consultation of the Scientific and
Technical Committee ,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia­
ment (2 ),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (3 ),

Whereas on 22 July 1 975 (4 ) the Council adopted a
resolution on the technological problems of nuclear
safety ;

Whereas on 18 July 1 977 (5 ) the Council adopted a
resolution on a direct action programme on reactor
safety ;

Whereas the implementation of programmes of
nuclear safety research is one of the principal ways in
which the Commission can contribute to the safe
production of nuclear power and to the protection of
mankind and the environment ;

Whereas it is advisable to supplement the direct
action programme by an indirect action programme
of research ,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

A programme of research on the safety of thermal
water reactors shall be adopted for a period of five
years as from 1 January 1979 .
The text of this programme is annexed hereto .

Done at Brussels, 27 March 1979 .

For the Council

The President

A. GIRAUD

(') OJ No C 146, 21 . 6 . 1978 , p. 2 and OJ No C 299 , 31 . 12 .
1978 , p. 5 .

(2 ) OJ No C 296, 11 . 12 . 1978 , p. 23 .
(3 ) Opinion delivered on 29 and 30 November 1978 (not yet
published in the Official Journal).

(«) OJ No C 185, 14. 8 . 1975, p. 1 .
(5 ) OJ No L 200, 8 . 8 . 1977, p. 4 . (6) OJ No C 192, 11 . 8 . 1977, p. 1 .
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ANNEX

PROGRAMME OF RESEARCH ON THE SAFETY OF THERMAL WATER REACTORS
(INDIRECT NUCLEAR ACTION)

The purpose of the programme will be the collaborative investigation of phenomena in order to
advance further the safe operation of thermal water nuclear reactors .

The programme consists of three parts , each being a theoretical and experimental study on one of
the following particular topics :
(a) the loss of coolant accident (LOCA) and the functioning and performance of the emergency core
cooling system (ECCS) ;

(b) the protection of nuclear plant against gas cloud explosions ;
(c) the release and distribution of radioactive fission products in the atmosphere following a reactor
accident .

The programme will be implemented under contract .


