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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION
of 16 May 1979

relating to the setting-up of a group of high-level independent experts in the
field of nuclear safety

(79/520/Euratom)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Atomic Energy Committee,

‘Whereas the Commission, following an accident that
occurred on 28 March 1979 in a nuclear power stagion
situated in the United States of America, requested its
staff competent in the field to provide it with a report
on the causes and the consequences of that accident;

Whereas the Commission, on approving this report,
considered that Community action in the field of
nuclear safety, both from the standpoint of the installa-
tions themselves and that of the protection of the
public and the environment, would have to be intensi-
fied and for this purpose it is advisable to entrust a
_select group of independent experts with the task of
carrying out a general review of the present situation
regarding nuclear safety within the Community,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :
Article 1

1. A select group of independent high-level experts
in the field of nuclear safety, hereinafter called the
‘Group’, shall be set up.

2. The members of the Group shall be appointed
by the Commission in a personal capacity, it being
understood that they may not belong to bodies having
a direct economic interest in nuclear energy.

A senior official of the Commission may be appointed
as a member of the Group. The other members
appointed shall not be servants of the Communities.

Article 2

1. The task of the Group shall be to advise the
Commission on all problems relating to the present
situation regarding nuclear safety within the Commu-
nity, including its implications where radiation protec-
tion is concerned, and to evaluate the activities
conducted by Community institutions in this field for
the purpose of formulating any suggestion that may
serve as a basis for specific measures to be taken by
the Commission. It shall forward in any case a report
on its activities to the Commission before 31
December 1979.

2. The Group shall in particular:

— examine safety standards and criteria, practices and
regulations in force and/or in preparation in the
Member States and evaluate the procedures for
Community action in progress with a view to their
harmonization, including the results already esta-
blished in their inventorization.

— study the procedures for a Community system of
information on accidents, incidents and abnormal
occurrences at nuclear power stations,

— evaluate the present application of Chapter III of
the Euratom Treaty (health and safety), and in
particular Article 37 thereof (release of radioactive
waste),



9.6.79

Official Journal of the European Communities

No L 141/27

— evaluate activities carried on hitherto with regard
to the siting of nuclear power stations and the
main principles of operational protection for the
population (emergency plans) with a view to their
strengthening at Community level,

— examine problems associated with the training of
staff employed in the operation of nuclear power
stations, and more specifically staff assigned to
duties involving safety and health protection, both
from the point of view of harmonizing practices
and regulations in force in the Member States and
from that of promotional activities to be pursued
directly by the Commission,

— evaluate research and development programmes in
the field of nuclear safety and health protection
either in progress or planned in the Community
in order to intensify them where appropriate in
certain fields,

— provide a general overview of the manner in
which nuclear safety is organized - within the
Community and to suggest possible institutional
formulae designed to separate authorities respon-
sible for the development of nuclear energy from
those entrusted with the elaboration of regulations
concerning the safety of nuclear installations.

Article 3

The term of office of the Group shall expire on 31
December 1979. It may be extended.

The list of members shall be published by the
Commission in the Official Journal of the European
Communities for information.

Article 4
The Commission shall provide secretarial services for
the Group.

Article 5

Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 194 of
the Treaty, the members of the Group shall be
required not to reveal information which has come to
their knowledge by reason of the Group’s work.

Article 6

This Decision shall enter into force on the day
following its publication in the Official Journal of
the European Communities.

Done at Brussels, 16 May 1979.

For the Commission

Guido BRUNNER

Member of the Commission



