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COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION
of 11 September 1979

adopting a multiannual programme (1979 to 1983) in the field of data processing

(79/783/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 235
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2),

Whereas, in its resolution of 15 July 1974 on a
Community policy on data processing (3), the Council
considered it desirable to prepare, in the medium
term, a systematic Community programme to
promote research, industrial development and applica-
tions of data processing ;

Whereas, with a view to the effective achievement of
the common market, the improved use of data
processing and the harmonious incorporation of data
processing in society, a series of general measures
should be taken, particularly in the area of standardiza-
tion, public procurement, cooperation between
research centres and organizations supporting the use
of data processing, training, protection of individual
privacy and of industrial property and a careful study
be made of developments in this field, taking into
account its influence on employment generally ;

(1) OJ No C 241, 10. 10. 1977, p. 4l.

(3) Opinion delivered on 27 October 1977 (not yet published
in the Official Journal).

(3 OJ No C 86, 20. 7. 1974, p. 1 (corrigendum O] No C 91,
3.8. 1974, p. 10).

Whereas the use of data processing should be de-
veloped efficiently ; whereas cooperation between
users on a Community scale should be promoted to
this end, in particular through the development of soft-
ware and of applications with a view to more effective
standardization and greater portability ;

Whereas, to this end, the programme should cover
particularly the coordination of national promotion
measures and, in appropriate areas of common Euro-
pean interest, Community support; whereas this
support will be ensured in accordance with Council
Regulation (EEC) No 1996/79 of 11 September 1979

~on a Community support mechanism in the field of

data processing (%) ;

Whereas the Commission should ensure that the
programme is implemented; whereas it will be
assisted in this task by the Advisory Committee for
the Management and Coordination of Data-Processing
Programmes, set up under Decision 79/784/EEC (%);

Whereas the programme should be examined and,
possibly, revised after two years ;

Whereas the programme appears necessary if certain
Community aims in the operation of the common
market are to be achieved; whereas the Treaty esta-
blishing the European Economic Community has not
however provided the necessary powers,

(*) See page 1 of this Official Journal.
(%) See page 29 of this Official Journal.
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HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :
Article 1

A four-year programme is hereby adopted for the field
of data processing. Its objects are as follows :

— general measures : standardization, public procure-
ment, collaboration between research centres and
organizations supporting the wuse of data
processing, a study of the sector and of employ-
ment, the confidentiality and security of data, and
legal protection for comupter programs,

— promotion measures : measures covering software,
applications and aspects to be agreed on by the
Council in the light of the studies carried out
within the framework of the general measures and
in implementation of the Council resolution of 11
September 1979 on a Community action
promoting micro-electroni¢ technology (}).

The programme is defined in the Annex hereto.

Article 2

The appropriations necessary for the implementation
of the programme, the maximum amount of which
shall be fixed at 10 million European units of account
for the general projects and at 15 million European
units of account for the promotion projects for the
data-processing sector, shall be entered in the budget
of the European Communities.

Article 3

The Commission shall ensure implementation of the
programme, with a particular view to coordinating
national programmes and measures and to granting
Community financial support for certain projects of
common European interest. It shall be assisted by the

(') OJ No C 231, 13. 9. 1979, p. 1.

Advisory Committee for the Management and Coordi-
nation of Data-Processing Programmes.

Article 4

The Commission shall submit an annual report to the
Council. Both the programme and the details of its
management shall be examined in 1981, to allow for
the implementation of possible modifications from
the beginning of 1982. The Commission shall, on the
advice of the Committee referred to in Article 3,
submit to the Council any relevant proposals for modi-
fication of the programme within the limits of the
amounts laid down in Article 2.

Article 5

1.  In accordance with Article 228 of the Treaty, the
Community may conclude an Agreement with non-
member States participating in European Cooperation
in the field of scientific and technical research (COST)
with a view to ensuring cooperation between the
Community tele-data processing project referred to in
point 1.3.1 (e) of the Annex and the relevant
programmes of such States. '

2. The Commission is hereby authorized to ne-
gotiate the Agreement referred to in paragraph 1 in
accordance with the conclusions approved by the
Council on 18 July 1978 concerning COST.

Done at Brussels, 11 September 1979.

For the Council
The President
R. Mc SHARRY
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ANNEX

MULTIANNUAL PROGRAMME (1979 TO 1983) FOR A COMMUNITY
POLICY IN THE FIELD OF DATA PROCESSING

1.  GENERAL MEASURES

1.1. STANDARDIZATION POLICY

Aims:
(@) to define priority sectors after the widest possible consultation with users and industry;

(b) to promote research or any other form of action designed to foster a Community contribu-
tion towards international standards and, where necessary, practices approved at Commu-
nity level ;

(c) to ensure that the Member States apply standards approved at Community level, particu-
larly in the public sector, and to encourage their general application through concerted
measures between national centres competent in the matter;

(d) to look to the dissemination of Community information in the field of standardization ;

(e) to facilitate contribution of Community organizations towards international standardiza-
tion.

1.2.  PUBLIC PROCUREMENT

Aims:

(a) to determine the most efficient methods for the rapid application in the public procure-
ment sector of standards on which agreement has been reached;

(b) to examine the measures required in the public procurement sector to assist European
industry in preparing for the full application of the relevant Community rules ;

(c) to coordinate national efforts concerning the general appraisal of systems and, in conjunc-
tion with national research centres in the field of data processing, to lay down principles
for the establishment of appraisal criteria ;

(d) to study the possibility of laying down a number of principles to be applied in the evalua-
tion of tenders;

(e) to study the possibility of establishing common principles on the basis of which standard
conditions of contract can be drawn up;

(f) to organize exchanges of technical experience between national departments responsible
for public procurement and to promote these exchanges by coordinating the work of
national research centres in the field of data processing;

(g) to compare the progress of European industry with the measures taken by the Member
States in the area of data-processing procurement ; to collect the necessary statistical data;
to facilitate the establishment of equal conditions for the access of companies to Commu-
nity markets within the framework of Council Directive 77/62/EEC of 21 December 1976
coordinating procedures for the award of public supply contracts (');

(h) to identify topics likely to lead to the development of projects of common interest to
public procurement agencies.

(") OJ No L 13, 15. 1. 1977, p. 1.
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1.3.

1.3.1.

1.3.2

GENERAL ASPECTS OF THE DATA-PROCESSING POLICY

Collaboration in research and development
Aims:

(a) the establishment of procedure for joint consultations between research centres and with
the Community to ensure effective contact with the Commission in the framework of the
Community data-processing policy ;

(b) the execution or extension of studies in support of the use of informatics which are
decided on by the Council (?);

(c) a contribution towards the studies decided on by the Council in the field of software porta-
bility ('), and towards their development with regard to selection criteria and the assess-
ment of certain factors;

(d) the assistance of experts in contributing towards examination of technical documents as
regards the award of contracts in the field of data processing;

(¢) the discussion and possible definition of research projects in the context of the Commu-
nity data-processing policy, for the purpose of :
(1) promoting collaboration and the exchange of results between research teams, users and
groups of users,
(i1) pooling of resources,
(i11) developing solutions to transnational problems,

(iv) transferring results to industry,

(v) promoting standardization,

in particular by support for:

(1) the mobility of research workers and for other forms of collaboration relating to
research into real-time data processing, and

(ii) concerting the Member States’ research activities in the field of network technology.

Medium-term study of the data-processing sector
Aimy :

(a) continuation on a permanent basis of the work which led to the preparation of the report
on developments in the data-processing sector required under the Council resolution of 15
July 1974 on a Community policy on data processing;

(b) widening of the terms of reference of the work to include forward data in the medium and
long term. In this context, the execution of studies of the market and the priorities for
possible common measures in the field of peri-informatics;

(c) establishment of the necessary relations with organizations working in similar fields so as
to compare the results obtained and avoid duplication ;

(d) preparation of an annual consolidated report containing an interpretation of statistical data
and the appropriate diagnoses ;

(e) systematic studies in the field of electronic component technology with a view to defining
the aspects of and ways of implementing projects which will be the subject of Commission
proposals under the Council resolution of 11 September 1979 on a Community project
promoting micro-electronic technology.

1.3.3. Effects of data processing on employment and its impact on society

Aims:

(a) introduction, with the Governments of the Member States and both sides of industry, of
suitable methods for ensuring the collection of data or the holding of any necessary discus-
sions on the subject;

(") OJ No L 255, 6. 10. 1977, p. 25.
(2) O No L 255, 6. 10. 1977, p. 22.
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(b) inclusion of employment problems in the medium- and long-term study of the data-pro-
cessing sector, including regional aspects ;

(c) other aspects of the impact of data processing on society, in particular training problems.

1.3.4. Confidentiality and data security
Aims:

(a) further studies on confidentiality and data security ;

(b) examination of legislation in force or in preparation in the Member States and discussion
of harmonization possibilities and of instruments which might be implemented at Commu-
nity level ;

(c) development at Community level of cooperation with non-member States with a view to
the exchange of knowledge and of experience gained in this field.

1.3.5. Legal protection for computer programs
Aims:
(a) consultation by the Commission with the circles concerned ;

(b) development of suitable relations between the Commission and national or international
bodies dealing with the problem.

2. PROMOTION MEASURES

2.1. GENERAL OBJECTIVES AND CRITERIA

2.1.1. The programme is designed to promote projects of Community interest meeting the following
objectives :

(a) contribution towards standardization and software portability policies ;
(b) better use of data processing and the creation of more uniform markets ;
(c) rationalization of public expenditure ;

(d) development in the Community of a strong and competitive European data-processing
industry, in particular through industrial cooperation which would enable it to achieve
better market penetration ;

. . . ! . . . . K3
(e) applications which improve the competitiveness of European industry, thus expanding its
share of exports to markets of non-member States.

2.1.2. The promotion measures concern the software and applications sub-sector.

2.1.3. Financing will be provided by the Community support scheme. Since undertakings should, in
principle, see themselves that their development projects are implemented, the scheme is
designed in particular to supplement the financing of projects presenting too high a degree of
risk to be assumed by the private sector alone.

With a view to making the most efficient use of public funds in the Community and to
strengthening the competitiveness of European industry, national programmes and measures
in this sector must be coordinated, so that national programmes and the Community
programme become complementary aspects contributing to a common effort and thereby help
to establish balanced competition.

2.1.4. All projects must satisfy the following general criteria :

(a) studies and developments must be capable of being completed within the space of four
years ;

(b) the project must not be dependent on a prior process of legal or other harmonization ;

(c) implementation of a project at Community level must bring economic or technical bene-
fits ; such benefits must be greater than those it would achieve at national level, where, in
the absence of Community aid, the project could not be implemented, or could be imple-
mented only with difficulty ; '
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2.2,

221,

(d) encouragement will be given to projects involving industrial cooperation between undertak-
ings from different Member States. The efficiency of the proposed method of cooperation
will therefore be a factor in the assessment, the aim being to foster the development of
commercially viable industrial structures adapted to the European scale and to strengthen
competition ;

(e) projects proposed by users should be based on cooperation on a scale of more than one
Member State ;

(f) any software developed in these projects must be portable.
SOFTWARE AND APPLICATIONS

General software

Support may be granted for studies and projects on the development of general software
which, in addition to satisfying the general criteria set out under 2.1.4, meet one or more of
the following objectives :

.(a) the implementation and diffusion of standards and norms;

(b) improved portability ;
{c) improved conversion conditions ;
(d) greater efficiency of data-processing systems ;

(e) the development of network management techniques or of techniques relating to distri-
buted data processing, with a view to a more general use of Community standards and
norms.

222 Applfcations

2.3.

Support may be granted for applications which, in addition to satisfying the general criteria set
out in 2.1.4, possess one or more of the following features :

(a) applications of a transnational character (e.g. environmental monitoring, air, sea and land
traffic control, international transport operations, customs);

(b) applications which help, through data processing, to fulfill specific European Economic
Community policy aims (e.g. free movement of labour and capital, international communi-
cations, agricultural and regional policies, energy policy, environmental protection, social
policy);

(c) applications which make for obvious savings in public expenditure through either a joint
study or joint development (e.g. health, medical and educational applications likely to be
implemented in more than one Member State) ;

(d) applications which increase productivity and competitiveness in economic sectors impor-
tant to the Community through effective application, taking particular account of standardi-
zation objectives, of data-processing techniques, such as computer-aided design (CAD),
process and industrial control systems and automated administrative systems, where a
common need arises ;

(e) applications whose implementation at Community level is such as to have a significant
impact on standards on a Community scale and on strategic developments in the field of
distributed data processing, such as networks, data communication, etc.

PERI-INFORMATICS AND MICRO-ELECTRONIC TECHNOLOGY

In the light of developments in the programme and of studies carried out within the frame-
work of those referred to in 1.3.2, the Commission will be able to submit to the Council propo-
sals on support for these aspects and on other aspects.

Criteria and more precise objectives shall be drawn up in the light of the studies undertaken
and of consultation between the Member States in the Advisory Committee for the Manage-
ment and Coordination of Data-Processing Programmes. The objective of such consuitation
will be to insert in the Community framework any promotion programme which may appear
necessary.



