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COUNCIL DECISION
of 12 November 1979

adopting a multiannual research and development programme (1979 to 1982) for
the European Economic Community in the field of the recycling of urban and
industrial waste (secondary raw materials)

(79/968/BEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 235
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commis-
sion (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (2),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (3),

Whereas, pursuant to Article 2 of the Treaty, the
Community has as its task the promotion throughout
the Community of a harmonious development of
economic activities, a continuous and balanced expan-
sion and an accelerated raising of the standard of
living ;

Whereas, in its resolution of 14 January 1974 on an
initial outline programme of the European Communi-
ties in the field of science and technology (%), the
Council stressed that appropriate use should be made
of the whole range of available ways and means;

Whereas it is to the Community’s advantage to reduce
as far as possible its dependence on third countries for
its supplies of raw materials ; whereas waste recovery,
recyling and re-use are ways of reducing that depen-
dence ;

Whereas, on 17 May 1977, the Council of the Euro-
pean Communities and the Representatives of the
Governments of the Member States meeting within
the Council, adopted a resolution on the continuation
and implementation of a European Community
policy and action programme on the environment (),
which calls in particular for a campaign against waste ;

Whereas a Community research programme on
secondary raw materials is likely to contribute effec-
tively to the achievement of the abovementioned aims
by helping to solve technical problems arising in the
use of waste ; ‘

() OJ No C 233, 3. 10. 1978, p. 2 and OJ No C 81, 20. 3.
1979, p. S.

() OJ No C 6, 8. 1. 1979, p. 23.

() OJ No C 128, 21. 5. 1979, p. 7.

() OJ No C 7, 29. 1. 1974, p. 6.

() OJ No C 139, 13. 6. 1977, p. 1.

Whereas on 19 April 1977 the European Parliament
adopted a resolution on the Community’s raw mate-
rial supplies ;

Whereas the Treaty does not provide the specific
powers necessary for this purpose ;

Whereas the Scientific and Technical Research
Committee (CREST) has given its opinion on the
Commission proposal,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

For a four year period from 1 November 1979 the
Community shall carry out a research and develop-
ment programme on the recycling of urban and indus-
trial waste (secondary raw materials) as described in
Annex L

Article 2

The appropriations necessary to implement the
programme, the amount of which shall be fixed at
nine million European units of account, including the
expenditure covering a staff of five employees, shall be
entered in the budget of the European Communities.

The European unit of account is as defined in Article
10 of the Financial Regulation of 21 December 1977
applicable to the general budget of the European
Communities (¢).

Article 3

The Commission shall ensure the implementation of
the indirect actions and be responsible for the coordi-
nation of the activities the allocation of which is set
out in Annex II. To assist it in these tasks, an Advi-
sory Committee on a Multiannual Management
Programme for Research and Development in Urban
and Industrial Waste Recycling (secondary raw mate-
rials) (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Committee’) is
hereby set up.

The Committee shall also assume the tasks laid down
in Article 3 of Council Decision 78/384/EEC of 17

(¥) OJ No L 356, 31. 12. 1977, p. 1.
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April 1978 adopting a multiannual research and deve-
lopment programme (1978 to 1980) for the European
Economic Community in the field of paper and board
recyling (indirect action) (1).

The terms of reference and the composition of the
Committee shall be defined in accordance with the
Council resolution of 18 July 1977 on advisory
committees on research programme management (2).

Article 4

The programme shall be reviewed at the end of the
second year; this review may result in a revision of
the programme during the third year in accordance
with the appropriate procedures after the Committee
has been consulted. The European Pariament shall be
informed of the results of the review.

Article 5

The information resulting from the execution of the
indirect actions in the programme shall be dissemi-
nated in accordance with Council Regulation (EEC)
No 2380/74 of 17 September 1974 adopting provi-
sions for the dissemination of information relating to
research programmes for the European Economic
Community (3).

Article 6

1. In accordance with a procedure to be laid down
by the Commission in agreement with the
Committee, the Member States taking part in coordi-
nation activities and the Community shall regularly
exchange all useful information concerning the execu-
tion of the research covered by such activities. The
Member States shall provide the Commission with all
information relevant for coordination purposes. They
shall also endeavour to provide the Commission with
information on similar research planned or carried out
by bodies which are not under their authority. Any
information shall be treated as confidential if so
requested by the Member State which provides it.

2. The Commission shall prepare annual progress
reports on the basis of the information supplied, and

(1) OJ No L 107, 21. 4. 1978, p. 12.
() OJ No C 192, 11. 8. 1977, p. 1.
() OJ No L 255, 20. 9. 1974, p. 1.

shall forward them to the Member States and the Euro-
pean Parliament.

3. At the end of the coordination period the
Commission, in agreement with the Committee, shall
forward to the Member States and the European Parlia-
ment a comprehensive report on the execution and
results of the coordination activities. The Commission
shall publish this report six months after it has been
sent to the Member States, except where a Member
State objects. In that case the report shall be
forwarded, with the agreement of the Committee,
solely to the institutions and undertakings which so
request and whose research or production activities
justify access to the results of the research covered by
the coordinated activities. The Commission may make
arrangements to ensure that the report remains confid-
ential and is not divulged to third parties.

Article 7

1. In accordance with Article 228 of the Treaty, the
Community may conclude cooperation agreements
with third countries, in particular with those taking
part in European cooperation in the field of scientific
and technical research (COST), with a view to their
association in the programme covered by this Deci-
sion.

2. The Commission is hereby authorized to negot-
iate with agreements referred to in paragraph 1. The
agreements with third countries taking part in COST
shall be negotiated in accordance with the conclusions
approved by the Council on 18 July 1978, with regard
to European cooperation in the field of scientific and
technical research (COST).

Done at Brussels, 12 November 1979.

For the Council
The President
J. GIBBONS
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ANNEX I

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Activities :
. Indirect
Research topics to b .
coorc::lin:ted Actions
RESEARCH AREA 1
Sorting of household waste
1. Assessment of waste sorting projects x —
2. Methods for sampling and analysis of household waste X —
3. Evaluation of health hazards x —
4. Technology for the sorting of bulk waste X X
5. Materials recovery
5.1. Paper X X
5.2. Plastics X X
5.3. Non-ferrous metals x —
6. Energy recovery x X
7. New collection and transport systems X —
RESEARCH AREA 11
Thermal treatment of waste
1. Firing of waste derived fuel See 1.6. See L.6.
2. Pyrolysis and gaseification x x
3. Recovery of metal and glass from residue X —
RESEARCH AREA III
Fermentation and hydrolysis
1. Anaerobic digestion X X
2. Carbohydrate hydrolysis X X
3. Composting x —
RESEARCH AREA IV (})
Recovery of rubber waste
1. Retreading X —
2. Size reduction x —
3. Reclaiming and recycling of rubber powder X —
4. Pyrolysis X _

Allocation of resources for the guidance of the Commission and the Committee for the execution of

the programme :

I

II

11
V()

45 %
15%
20 %

5%

(1) The possibility of indirect actions in this area will be reviewed in the light of experience. If such actions are decided upon the

minimum allocation for research area IV will need to be raised to 10 %
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ANNEX 11

ACTIVITIES TO BE COORDINATED

PARTICIPATION OF THE MEMBER STATES PER RESEARCH TOPIC

Allocation of activities to be coordinated
Research topics
B/ DK| D F IRL 1 NL | UK

RESEARCH AREA 1
Sorting of household waste ‘
1. Assessment of waste sorting projects X X x | X | x| x
2. Methods for sampling and analysis of household

waste X X X X X X X X
3. Evaluation of health hazards X X | X X
4. Technology for the sorting of bulk waste x | x| x X | x
4.1. Air classification x X
4.2. Comminution-Liberation X X X
4.3. Novel separation techniques x x
5. Materials recovery X | x
5.1. Paper x X | X X | X
5.2. Plastics X | X | x| X X | X
5.3. Non-ferrous metals X x | x x | %
6. Energy recovery X X X | x| x
7. New collection and transport systems x x | x
RESEARCH AREA 11
Thermal treatment of waste
1. Firing of waste derived fuel X X x | x| X%
2. Pyrolysis and gaseification X X x| x| x
3. Recovery of metal and glass from residue x x | x x | x
RESEARCH AREA III
Fermentation and hydrolysis
1. Anaerobic digestion X | x [ x| x| x| % X
2. Carbohydrate hydrolysis x | x| % x | x X
3. Composting x | x| x [ % X X
RESEARCH AREA IV
Recovery of rubber waste
1. Retreading X | x| % X | X
2. Size reduction x | x x | x
3. Reclaiming and recycling of rubber powder X | X X | X
4. Pyrolysis X X x | x




