
25 . 2 . 80 No L 51 /35Official Journal of the European Communities

COMMISSION DECISION

of 21 December 1979

amending Decisions 77/33 1/EEC and 78/ 118/EEC concerning special health guarantees in
respect of bovine leucosis

(Only the Dutch and English texts are authentic)

( 80/236/EEC)

on 27, 28 , and 20 November 1979 respectively , the
extension by one year of the special authorizations
which they enjoy ;

Whereas, in order to be able to reply to these requests,
it is necessary to make a further study of the situation in
these countries with regard to leucosis and, in
particular, the special guarantees required by their
national rules, both in national trade and in
intra-Community trade ; whereas, however, in the
meantime, and in order to do this, the final date for the
enjoyment of the special authorizations accorded to
those Member States should be postponed by three
months ;

Whereas the use of a serological method for the
diagnosis of the disease is the fruit of technical progress
in this field and offers better guarantees than those
provided by the haematological test still in use ;
whereas, in this respect, the proposal from the
Commission submitted to the Council in December
1978 provides in particular for the gradual replacement
of the haematological test by a Community serological
test ; whereas it is therefore now necessary, pending the
adoption of the Community serological test, to permit
the use by the Member States concerned of serological
methods for the diagnosis of the disease ;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Decision are
in accordance with the opinion of the Standing
Veterinary Committee,

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community ,

Having regard to Council Directive 64/432/EEC of
26 June 1964 on animal health problems affecting trade
in bovine animals and swine ( 1 ), as last amended by
Directive 79/580/EEC ( 2 ), and in particular Article 8 (2)
thereof,

Whereas by Commission Decision 77/33 1 /EEC (3 ) the
Netherlands was authorized to apply special health
guarantees for the prevention of leucosis in the event of
the introduction into its territory of bovine animals for
breeding and production ;

Whereas this authorization was extended on
23 December 1977 to Ireland and the United Kingdom
by Commission Decision 78 / 118 /EEC (4 );

Whereas the benefit of this authorization was, in
the various abovementioned Decisions , limited to
31 December 1978 , in order to enable the Commission
to make proposals to the Council with a view to
framing Community rules in this matter ;

Whereas in December 1978 the Commission submitted
to the Council a proposal for a Regulation to this effect;
whereas, in order to allow a sufficient period for the
adoption and application of these Community rules
under satisfactory conditions , the date of expiry of the
special authorizations accorded to these Member States
was postponed by one year, until 31 December 1979 ,
by Commission Decision 79/80/EEC ( 5 );

Whereas the Council has not yet been able to adopt
the necessary rules ; whereas, in consequence, the
Netherlands , Ireland and the United Kingdom requested

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

Article 1 of Decision 77/33 1 /EEC is amended to read as
follows :

'The Netherlands is authorized until 31 March 1980
to require the application of the health guarantees
laid down in Article 2 on entry into their territory
of bovine animals for breeding or production,
originating from the territory of another Member
State and intended for combining with bovine stock
not under suspicion of leucosis .'
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Article 2

In Article 1 of Decision 78/ 118/EEC the date
'31 December 1979' is replaced by '31 March 1980'.

Article 3

Until 31 March 1980 the haematological test provided
for in Article 2 of Decisions 77/33 1/EEC and
78/ 118 /EEC may be replaced by a serological test
carried out in accordance with the specifications of
Annex A to Decision 80/235/EEC ( M.

Article 4

This Decision is addressed to the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, Ireland and the United Kingdom.

Done at Brussels, 21 December 1979 .

For the Commission

Finn GUNDELACH

Vice-President

(*) See page 28 of this Official Journal .


