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COUNCIL DECISION
of 18 March 1980

adopting a research and training programme (1980 to 1984) for the European
Atomic Energy Community in the field of biology—health protection (Radiation
Protection Programme)

(80/342/Euratom)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Atomic Energy Community, and in particular Article
7 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commis-
sion (1), submitted after consulting the Scientific and
Technical Commuittee,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (?),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Commuittee (%),

Whereas it is in the interest of the Community to
supplement, broaden and deepen the information
necessary for an objective evaluation of the effects of
and the hazards arising from ionizing radiation, in
order to guarantee adequate protection of man and
the environment ;

Whereas scientific collaboration, the exchange of infor-
mation and mobility or interchange of scientists at
Community level are essential to radiation protection ;

Whereas the progress of knowledge, the new concepts
in radiation protection and the need for managerial
improvement call for the replacement of the present
1976 to 1980 programme with a new 1980 to 1984
programme, with 1980 as an overlapping ' year;
whereas Decision 76/309/Euratom (*) should therefore
be repealed ;

Whereas, as a result of such repeal, some 10 MEUA
assigned to the preceding programme will remain
available ; whereas this amount should be assigned to
the new programme ; whereas such a step must be
taken into account in determining the upper limit for
expenditure commitments necessary for the execution
of the new programme ;

Whereas the research covered by this Decision is an
appropriate way of pursuing such action ; whereas it is
therefore in the common interest to adopt a multian-
nual programme in the field of radiation protection,

(1) OJ No C 102, 24. 4. 1979, p. 4.
(2) OJ No C 34, 11. 2. 1980, p. 101.
() O] No C 297, 28. 11. 1979, p. 19.
() OJ No L 74, 20. 3. 1976, p. 32.

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

A research and training programme in the field of
radiation protection as defined in the Annex is hereby
adopted for a five-year period beginning 1 January
1980.

Article 2

The under limit for expenditure commitments and
the number of staff necessary for the execution of the
programme shall be 59 million European units of
account, including the amounts referred to in Article
5 (2), and 64 staft respectively.

The European unit of account is defined in Article 10
of the Financial Regulation of 21 December 1977
applicable to the general budget of the European
Communities (3).

Article 3

The Commission shall be responsible for the contin-
uous supervision of the implementation of the
programme in order to ensure that real coordination
has been achieved and to decide whether develop-
ments in the situation or unforeseen research results
necessitate changes to the programme. To this end it
will report to the Council and to the European Parlia-
ment at the end of the third year of the programme
and will propose, where appropriate, any amendments
necessary. These amendments may lead to a revision
of the programme in the course of the fourth year in
accordance with the appropriate procedures and after
the Advisory Committee on Programme Management
has been consulted.

Article 4
The Commission shall be assisted by the Advisory
Committee on Programme Management for Radiation

Protection, the terms of reference and composition of

() OJ No L 356, 31. 12. 1977, p. 1.
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which were defined in the Council resolution of 18
July 1977 on advisory committees on research
programme management (1).

Article 5

Decision 76/309/Euratom is hereby repealed with
effect from 1 January 1980.

However, amounts which are authorized under the
relevant headings in the 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979 and
1980 budgets and which, as at 1 January 1980, have

(') OJ No C 192, 11. 8. 1977, p. I.

not yet been committed or have been committed but
not yet paid may be used for the execution of the
present programme.

Done at Brussels, 18 March 1980.

For the Council
The President
A. RUFFINI
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ANNEX

RADIATION PROTECTION PROGRAMME

(indirect action)

The aim of the programme is, through a cooperative European effort, to increase knowledge in radia-
tion protectiion while taking into account particular problems and skills available in Europe. It is
designed to improve the understanding and control of the ionizing radiation risks encountered, with
two main objectives :

— improvement of scientific and technical knowledge with a view to updating basic standards for
the health protection of the general public and workers against the hazards arising from ionizing
radiation,

— evaluation of the biological and ecological consequences of nuclear activities and of the use of
nuclear energy and ionizing radiation, in order to ensure adequate protection of man and of the
environment whenever unacceptable harm could be caused to them.

The programme will cover six major areas :

— radiation dosimetry and its interpretation,

— behaviour and control of radionuclides in the environment,
— short-term somatic effects of ionizing radiation,

— late somatic effects of ionizing radiation,

— genetic effects of ionizing radiation,

— evaluation of radiation hazards.

The activities will be carried out mainly under research contracts and partly by the Commission’s
Biology Group set up at the Ispra establishment.



