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COMMISSION DECISION
of 25 September 1980

authorizing the United Kingdom to take interim protective measures with
regard to fresh bananas originating in certain third countries

(Only the English text is authentic)

(80/949/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular the first para-
graph of Article 115 thereof,

Having regard to Commission Decision 80/776/EEC
of 29 July 1980 authorizing the United Kingdom to
take intra-Community surveillance measures in
respect of imports of bananas originating in certain
third countries and put into free circulation in the
other Member States (1),

Whereas on 18 September 1980 a request was made
under the first paragraph of Article 115 of the Treaty
by the United Kingdom to the Commission of the
European Communities for authorization not to apply
Community treatment to fresh bananas falling within
subheading 08.01 B I of the Common Customs Tariff,
originating in certain dollar area countries () and in
free circulation in the other Member States ;

Whereas there are still disparities between Member
States as regards the commercial measures applied to
bananas originating in the abovementioned countries ;

Whereas the first article of Protocol 4 to the Lomé
Convention signed on 31 October 1979 and put into
effect unilaterally by the Community from 1 March
1980 provides that ‘as regards its exports of bananas to
the markets of the Community, no ACP State will be
placed, as regards access to its traditional markets and
its advantages on those markets, in a less favourable
situation than in the past or at present’;

Whereas to fulfil that requirement the United
Kingdom, which constitutes a major traditional
market for certain ACP States, still makes imports of
bananas originating in other third countries subject to
quantitative restrictions ;

Whereas, for the direct import of bananas originating
in the dollar area, the United Kingdom has a basic

(!) OJ No L 224, 27. 8. 1980, p. 15.

(?) Bolivia, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican
Republic, Equador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti,
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Philippines, Vene-
zuela, the United States.

annual quota of 4 000 tonnes and additional imports
are authorized on the basis of market requirements
not covered by bananas originating in ACP countries ;

Whereas as information received by the Commission
shows that in the United Kingdom, imports origi-
nating in ACP countries rose to 118 156 tonnes
during the first seven months of 1980 and that in the
same period imports from the dollar area countries
were 67 286 tonnes, of which 29 145 tonnes were in
free circulation ;

Whereas it is necessary for the Commission to have
more exact information on the export possibilities of
the ACP and PTOM countries, the traditional
suppliers of the United Kingdom, having regard in
particular to the natural catastrophes which have
recently befallen some of these countries;

Whereas an application is pending before the United
Kingdom authorities for an import licence for 500
tonnes per week for the period 22 October 1980 to 31
December 1981, giving a global quantity of 33 500
tonnes, of fresh bananas originating in Costa Rica and
Guatemala and in free circulation in Belgium ;

Whereas the acceptance of such an application is
conditional on the verification of the abovementioned
information ;

Whereas it is nevertheless, necessary to authorize
interim protective measures under the first paragraph
of Article 115 to allow this verification,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

The United Kingdom is authorized to suspend until a
later Decision of the Commission and at the latest
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until 20 October 1980, the grant of import licences,
for the products mentioned below originating in the
third countries indicated in the Annex and in free
circulation in the other Member States, for which
applications were lodged after 14 September 1980.

CCT
heading Description
No

0801 B 1 Fresh bananas

Article 2

This Decision is addressed to the United Kingdom.
Done at Brussels, 25 September 1980.
For the Commission

Wilhelm HAFERKAMP

Vice-President

ANNEX

Countries mentioned in Article 1:

Bolivia, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Equador, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Philippines, Venezuela, the United States.



