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COMMISSION DECISION
of 19 December 1980

on certain protective measures against blue tongue

(81/11/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 64/432/EEC of 26
June 1964 on animal health problems affecting intra-
Community trade in bovine animals and swine (1), as
last amended by Directive 80/1102/EEC(?), and in
particular Article 9 thereof,

Whereas the presence of blue tongue on the island of
Lesbos, which forms part of Greek territory, consti-
tutes a serious danger to Community livestock ;
whereas protective measures should therefore be taken
against it;

Whereas, as soon as the disease was suspected, the
Greek authorities took all appropriate steps to prohibit
the introduction into the other parts of its territory of
all products or live animals liable to transmit the
disease and whereas this prohibition will be upheld
until the island of Lesbos is recognized as being free
from blue tongue again ;

Whereas, since the region where it has been detected
is an island, the disease is unlikely to spread acciden-
tally to other parts of the Greek territory; whereas,
moreover, the tests performed by the competent
Greek authorities make it possible to ensure that the
disease does not occur in such other parts of the terri-

tory ;

(1) OJ No 121, 29. 7. 1964, p. 1977/64.
() OJ No L 325, 1. 12. 1980, p. 18.

Whereas the measures provided for in this Decision
are in accordance with the opinion of the Standing
Veterinary Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1
The Hellenic Republic shall not consign any bovine

animal to the other Member States from the island of
Lesbos.

Article 2

This Decision shall apply with effect from 1 January
1981.

Article 3
This Decision is addressed to the Member States.
Done at Brussels, 19 December 1980.

For the Commission
Finn GUNDELACH

Vice-President



