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COMMISSION DECISION
of 27 May 1981

on health protection measures in respect of the Republic of Botswana

(81/442/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 72/462/EEC of 12
December 1972 on health and veterinary inspection
problems upon importation of bovine animals and
swine and fresh meat from third countries (1), as last
amended by the Act of Accession of Greece, and in
particular Article 15 thereof,

Whereas Council Decision 78/642/EEC (?), as last
amended by Commission Decision 80/2/EEC (%),
granted the Member States the option of authorizing
imports into their territory, under certain conditions
and from certain regions, of fresh meat from the
Republic of Botswana, taking into account, in parti-
cular, the existing health situation in that country and
the measures taken by that country’s authorities to
combat foot-and-mouth disease and to avoid its
spreading into other unaffected regions ;

Whereas Commission Decision  80/354/EEC (¥)
suspended the option provided for by Decision
78/642/EEC because of an outbreak of foot-and-
mouth disease in a hitherto unaffected region which
was intended to act as a buffer zone;

Whereas outbreaks of exotic foot-and-mouth disease
have occurred from time to time in certain northern
areas of the Republic of Botswana ; whereas, however,
other parts of the country have been free of the
disease for a number of years;

Whereas strict measures, in particular the prohibition
of movements of livestock from the northern districts
of Ngamiland, Chobe, north-east and central to the
disease-free districts of Ghanzi, Kweneng, Kgatlend,
south-east, southern and Kgalagadi are applied;
whereas the northern regions are clearly demarcated
and separated from the disease-free areas; whereas
measures are applied throughout the country to
monitor the movements of livestock and to detect any
outbreak of the disease;

Whereas the central veterinary authorities of Botswana
have confirmed that Botswana has remained free of

(1) OJ No L 302, 31. 12. 1972, p. 28.
() O No L 213, 3. 8. 1978, p. 15.
() OJ No L 5, 9. 1. 1980, p. 7.

() OJ No L 79, 26. 3. 1980, p. 23.

foot-and-mouth disease since September 1980 and
have undertaken to inform the Member States and the
Commission of any new outbreak of foot-and-mouth
disease therein ; whereas, further, the Member States
and the Commission will be informed before the
recommencement of slaughtering of cattle from
northern Botswana after which no meat will be
imported to the European Community ;

Whereas the Republic of Botswana may now be autho-
rized to export under new conditions to the Commu-
nity fresh meat obtained from animals originating in
regions which have been free of foot-and-mouth
disease for a number of years;

Whereas the animal health requirements of Member
States, pursuant to Article 16 of Directive 72/462/EEC
relating to imports of meat from Botswana, have not
yet been laid down at Community level; whereas,
pending the entry into force of such requirements, the
Member States may continue to apply their national
animal health rules on imports of fresh meat from
Botswana ;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Decision
are in accordance with the opinion of the Standing
Veterinary Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

The prohibition provided for in Article 14 (2) of Direc-
tive 72/462/EEC shall not apply to the following
districts of the Republic of Botswana: Ghanzi (with
the exclusion of its north-west sector called ‘Ghanzi-
Farms’), Kweneng, Kgatlend, south-east, southern and
Kgalagadi.

Article 2

If a Member State authorizes the importation into its
own territory of fresh meat exclusively from deboned
carcases of animals of the bovine species originating
in the districts referred to in Article 1 and slaughtered
in one of these districts, the following conditions shall

apply :
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— the meat shall satisty the requirements of the speci- Article 4
men health certificate annexed hereto ; the certifi- . L
cate shall accompany the meat during transport to This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

the importing Member State,

— the meat shall not enter the importing Member
State’s territory for at least 21 days from the date Done at Brussels, 27 May 1981.
of slaughter.

‘ For the Commission
Article 3

Poul DALSAGER
This Decision shall apply with effect from 1 June

1981. Member of the Commission
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ANNEX

ANIMAL HEALTH CERTIFICATE

for fresh meat (') from deboned carcases (?) of bovine animals from Botswana

Reference number of the

public health certificate : ..ol
EXPOIHING COUNLIY © .viimimiiiiiiiiiriiin ettt ettt en s bbbt s bes e a bbb et se s ettt nras
MIIUSEEY I oottt st h e bbbttt s ettt ben e

!
Department 1 .......cccccuiiiiiiiieicce b !

RESEIEIICE  ovvviceieeei ettt ettt ettt et ete et e et e seete s easessestebess e s essesssetentesseeseessessessensensassesaesseseesstesrsrnensas
(Optional)
I. Identification of meat:

Meat (3) Of & v s OV TOSPOON

(Animal species)

INature Of CULS (*) 1 ooerriee et
Nature of Packaging : ...t et
Number of cuts 0 PaCKAeS © ...c.oviiiiiiiicic ettt

NEt WEIGNE : <ottt et ettt

II. Origin of meat:
Address and veterinary approval number of the approved slaughterhouse : ......cccocovvcninincunnee.

III. Destination of meat :

The meat Will De SENt FTOM © cuovivrveieeeirieiriieieeesesicssiseesesssesesesstssesasesantsassessasstrsesssesssessasssrssnesesesensan
(Place of loading)

(Country and place of destination)
by the following means of tranSPOrt (%) : c..cccocuiecmrcmieiiieiiicceiecmciee et essesase s

Name and address Of CONSIZNOT i ..ot )

(") ‘Fresh meat’ means all parts of domestic bovine animals fit for human consumption which have
not undergone any preserving process ; however, chilled and frozen meat shall be considered to be
fresh meat.

() ‘Carcase’ means the whole body of a slaughtered animal after bleeding, evisceration, removal of the
limbs at the carpus and tarsus, removal of the head, tail and mammary gland and in addition, in
the case of bovine animals, after skinning;

() Only fresh deboned carcase meat of bovine animals from which the major accessible lymphatic
glands have been removed is authorized for importation.

() Fresh carcase meat is authorized for importation only if all bones have been removed.

) Fgr railway wagons or lorries, the vehicle registration number should be stated, for aircraft the
flight number and for vessels the name.
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IV. Attestation of health :

I, the undersigned, official veterinarian, certify that:
1. The fresh deboned carcase meat described above :
(a) originates from cattle which :

— were born and reared in the Republic of Botswana and which, in the preceding 12
months or since birth, have remained in one or more of the following districts :
Ghanzi, with the exclusion of its north-western sector known as ‘Ghanzi-Farms’,
Kweneng, Kgatlend, south-east, southern, Kgalagadi,

— bore, in accordance with the legal provisions, a mark indicating their region of origin,

— had not been vaccinated against foot-and-mouth disease within the past 12 months,

— on the way to the slaughterhouse and while awaiting slaughter therein did not come
into contact with animals not satisfying the requirements laid down in the Decisions of
the European Economic Community currently in force as regards export of their meat
to a Member State, and if they were conveyed by vehicle or container, the latter was
cleaned and disinfected before loading,

— when subjected to an ante-mortem health inspection at the slaughterhouse during the
24 hours preceding slaughter, which included examination of the mouth and feet,
showed no symptom of foot-and-mouth disease,

— were slaughtered after the entry into force of Decision 81/442/EEC
(date of slaughter: ..o, )5
(b

~

was obtained in a slaughterhouse in which no case of exotic foot-and-mouth disease has
been detected for at least three months;

(c) has been kept strictly separate from meat not conforming to the requirements for export to
a Member State laid down in the Decisions of the European Economic Community
currently in force;

(d) has had the major accessible lymphatic glands removed;

(e) originates from carcases which were matured at an ambient temperature of more than
+2°C for at least 24 hours after slaughter and before deboning.

2. During the period between arrival of the cattle at the slaughterhouse and completion of the
packing of the meat of the same cattle for export to a Member State in boxes or cartons, no
animal or meat not conforming to the requirements laid down in the Decisions of the Euro-
pean Economic Community currently in force as regards export of meat to a Member State
(with the exception of meat packed in boxes or cartons and kept in special storage areas) was
present in the slaughterhouse or cutting plant.

Done at ...

Seal

(Signature of official veterinarian)



