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COUNCIL DECISION
of 27 July 1981

adopting a third plan of action in the field of information and documentation
(1981 to 1983)

(81/599/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 235
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commis-
sion (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (2),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (%),

Whereas, under Article 2 of the Treaty, the Commu-
nity shall have as one of its tasks that of promoting
throughout the Community the harmonious develop-
ment of economic activities and a continuous and
balanced expansion ;

Whereas, since the use of information is emerging as
one of the prime factors in economic activity and in
innovation, science, education and administration, it is
important that current action with regard to scientific
and technical information should be extended to
cover the socio-economic sphere by encouraging and
supporting both public and private initiatives of all
kinds;

Whereas the Heads of State and of Government,
meeting in Strasbourg on 21 and 22 June 1979,
declared that the dynamic complex of information
industries, based on the new electronic technologies,
offered a major source of economic growth and social
development ;

Whereas concurrent development of the production
and use of information in the Community must
enable a reasonable balance between incoming and
outgoing flows of information to be gradually attained,
in particular between the Community and third coun-
tries, on a basis of reciprocity, which will, inter alia,
ensure freedom of access by Community users to
sources of information and data outside the Commu-

nity ;
Whereas it is primarily a matter for the Member States

to create the basis for an efficient information service
by means of support programmes and promotion activ-

(1) OJ No C 278, 28. 10. 1980, p. 4.
() OJ No C 144, 15. 6. 1981, p. 101.
() OJ No C 353, 31. 12. 1980, p. 29.

ities ; whereas such measures should be strengthened
through specific Community action ;

Whereas the need to strengthen and consolidate activi-
ties in the field of scientific and technical information
and documentation (STID), already under way as part
of the first two action plans, justifies the implementa-
tion of a third plan of action which is needed to help
attain the abovementioned objectives of the Treaty;
whereas it will be necessary, at the same time, to lay
down guidelines for an appropriate form of coordina-
tion of action in this field at national and Community
level ; ’

Whereas the Treaty has not made provision for the
specific powers which are required to attain these
objectives ;

Whereas the Scientific and Technical Information and
Documentation Committee (STIDC) and the Scien-
tific and Technical Research Committee (CREST)
have both delivered their opinions on the Commis-
sion proposal,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :
Article 1

A third Community plan of action in the field of
information and documentation as set out in the
Annex is hereby adopted for a period of three years,
with effect from 1 January 1981. The appropriations
needed for implementing this plan of action, which
shall be fixed at 15 million ECU, shall be entered in
the general budget of the European Communities.

Article 2

The Commission shall ensure that the third plan of
action is implemented and will be assisted by STIDC,
the duties and method of operation of which, as
defined in Annex II to Council Decision 78/887/EEC
of 9 October 1978 adopting a second three-year plan
of action in the field of scientific and technical infor-
mation and documentation (*), shall be applied
mutatis mutandis as necessary for the implementa-
tion of the third plan of action. The Committee and
CREST shall be kept regularly informed by the
Commission of the progress of the work in the field

() OJ No L 311, 4. 11. 1978, p. 1.
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in question and in associated fields. The Commission
shall also submit a full annual report on the subject to
the Council and the European Parliament.

Article 3

1. In accordance with Article 228 of the Treaty, the
Community may conclude cooperation agreements
with third countries participating in the European
Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Admin-
istrations (CEPT).

2. The Commission shall be authorized to nego-
tiate cooperation agreements under the conditions
defined in Decision 78/887/EEC, and in particular
those laid down in Article 3 and Annex II thereof.

Done at Brussels, 27 July 1981.
For the Council
The President
P. WALKER
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ANNEX

THIRD PLAN OF ACTION IN THE FIELD OF INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTA-
TION
(1981 to 1983)

In order to build upon Euronet Diane and other achievements of the first two Plans of Action
between 1975 and 1980 and to reinforce and complement national measures taken by the Member
States, the third Plan of Action aims to:

1. consolidate and enhance Euronet and to extend and improve Diane services ;

2. contribute to the creation of further high-quality information services in Europe to meet a wide
variety of needs and to stimulate both public and commercial activities in this field ;

3. support users and intermediaries and the development of the information market in the Member
States of the Community ;

4. encourage the application of new technologies and methodologies to information services.

The first two objectives have most priority at present ; the remaining two are complementary and will
consist mainly, for the period of the third Plan of Action, of monitoring and assessing developments,
carrying out exploratory studies, coordinating national views and activities, identifying action which
might be appropriate at Community level and defining projects to implement such action.

Significant efforts must be made under the third Plan of Action in the field of information and docu-
mentation to achieve all the objectives laid down by the Council in its resolution of 24 June 1971
and to help prepare the Community and its economy, industry, science, research and administration, .
to face the challenges of the 1980’s.

The third Plan of Action comprises the following four principal components :
1. Euronet as a public network by 1983

The Euronet network, which has been in operation since November 1979, with a substantially
larger capacity since mid-1980 :

— will be managed until the end of 1983 by the national postal and telecommunications adminis-
trations under the supervision of the Commission, which will continue to co-finance any
operating deficit. The means of accounting for the deficit must be re-negotiated on the basis
of maintenance costs having due regard to the delay in bringing the network into service and
the emergence of parallel national networks ;

— must be extended, in particular to Greece and within all Member States, in order to respond
quickly to the evolving demand for information and documentation. The responsibility for
any necessary extensions should increasingly rest with the postal and telecommunications
administrations and Community funds should not be used for regional extensions within
Member States ;

— should be interconnected with other networks in Europe, on the basis of the cooperation agree-
ments stipulated in Article 3 of this Decision ; connections with networks of non-European
industrialized countries should be based on reciprocity and should incorporate guarantees of
traffic in both directions, while respecting the basic principles of the Treaty and taking into

- account the interests of the Diane network ; opportunity should be taken, whenever possible,
to extend the services offered by this network to developing countries, including those party to
the Lomé Convention ;

— must continue to benefit from the active support of the launch team as long as necessary;

— will require measures, in particular by the postal and telecommunications administrations, to
promote third party traffic in order to guarantee a better financial balance ;
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— must make a smooth and gradual transition to the status of a public network by the end of
1983, when it will become the sole managerial responsibility of the postal and telecommunica-
tions administrations. This change will require the extension of tariff agreements for a period
long enough to protect the interests of the users and to help in promoting the services offered
by the Diane hosts.

The amount allocated to this objective is 4 500 000 ECU.

. Accelerated development of high-quality services in Europe

The further development of the supply of both private and public information for European users
is a major target to be achieved under the third Plan of Action, in order to establish the conditions
for the creation of further high-quality information services. Measures carried out in this field
should :

— contribute to the creation of further high-quality services and cover existing gaps where this is
of importance for the Community ;

— be in the interests of the Community and, where appropriate, contain elements which reqpire
European cooperation ;

— take account of national programmes and ensure Community support for activities in the
Member States, where possible and appropriate.

The Commission, with the assistance of the STIDC, will define by 1 January 1982 the criteria,
procedures and machinery for speeding up such development during the period of this plan of
action (especially for the calls for proposals).

The amount allocated to this objective is 7 500 000 ECU (V).

. User support and market development

As a complement to the priority activities provided for in points 1 and 2, a series of ancillary
measures is to be undertaken at Community level to evaluate the present situation and to prepare
future support policies and actions aimed at :

— stimulating a wider and more transparent market for European information services and, in
particular, those of the Diane network, where increasing involvement by host computers, data-
base producers and other interested parties is planned, with responsibility devolving increas-
ingly upon them ;

— improving the information market in Europe on the basis of method analyses ;

— fostering the export of information products and of services from within the Community to
other industrialized countries and to developing countries, including those party to the Lomé
Convention, in particular through seminars, studies, workshops and other means,

— evaluating user needs and supporting them in an appropriate manner, in particular in the area
of information and guidance services;

— fostering efficient document delivery services, with due account for existing arrangements in
Member States ;

— developing suitable multilingual tools in order to reduce the effect of language barriers for the
users ;

— giving special consideration to the requirements of small- and medium-sized undertakings and
encouraging the further development of intermediary and other services which would take
care of the particular needs and constraints of such undertakings ;

— considering users’ interests when European or international standards are defined or imple-
mented.

The amount allocated to this objective is 2 000 000 ECU.

. New technologies and methodologies

~

These must be selectively monitored and designed to improve quality, increase efficiency, lower
cost, develop the competitiveness of information systems and services in Europe and broaden
their scope. It is particularly important that such developments be introduced in an appropriate
manner so as to enable information providers and users to share in the benefits of new tech-
nology. The third Plan of Action is not intended to develop new technologies but to promote

Including a provisional amount of 5 500 000 ECU reserved for calls for proposals in connection

with this objective.
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their application and adaptation as rapidly and effectively as possible within the Community.
Initially, this should be achieved through the :
— monitoring of evolving technologies and their applications ;

— establishment of a coordinated strategic approach to developments which have a potential
impact on information and documentation ;

— execution of specific studies, for example in the fields of more user-orientated information-
retrieval systems and electronic publishing ;

— identification and definition of actions which would be appropriate at Community level.

The amount allocated to this objective is 1 000 000 ECU.



