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COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION

of 29 January 1981
authorizing the Italian Republic to take intra-Community surveillance measures
in respect of imports of bananas originating in certain third countries and put

into free circulation in the other Member States

(Only the Italian text is authentic)

(81 /85/EEC)

Whereas there are still disparities between Member
States as regards the commercial measures applied to
bananas originating in certain third countries ;

Whereas the first Article of Protocol 4 to the Lome
Convention, signed on 31 October 1979 and put into
effect unilaterally by the Community from 1 March
1980 , provides that 'as regards its exports of bananas
to the markets of the Community, no ACP State will
be placed, as regards access to its traditional markets
and its advantages on those markets, in a less­
favourable situation than in the past or at present' ;

Whereas, to fulfil that requirement, the Italian
Republic, which constitutes a major traditional market
for certain ACP States, still makes imports of bananas
originating in other third countries subject to quantita­
tive restrictions ;

Whereas, in order to control imports of such products
via the other Member States, the Italian Republic has
applied to the Commission for authorization to intro­
duce intra-Community surveillance of such imports ;

Whereas it appears that the surveillance measures
which the Italian Republic wishes to introduce are
justified by the need to ensure the effectiveness of the
commercial policy measures it has to implement to
fulfil the requirements of Protocol 4 to the Lome
Convention ,

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 115
thereof,

Whereas Article 30 et seq. of the Treaty, concerning
the elimination of quantitative restrictions and all
measures having equivalent effect, apply without
distinction to products originating in the Community
and those that have been put into free circulation in
any of the Member States irrespective of their origin ;

Whereas, under these arrangements, the requirement,
be it purely formal, in intra-Community trade of an
import licence or any similar procedure is prohibited ;

Whereas, in addition, Article 9 (2) of the Treaty pre­
cludes any administrative procedure designed to estab­
lish different rules for the movement of goods
according to whether they originate in the Commu­
nity or originated in third countries and have been
put into free circulation in one of the Member States ;

Whereas, however, the full application of these princi­
ples presupposes the effective establishment of a
common commercial policy ; whereas the establish­
ment of such a policy is not yet complete as regards
the measures relating to liberalization or quantitative
restriction of imports of products from third coun­
tries ;

Whereas the fact that the common commercial policy
has not yet been fully established means that there
will still be disparities among the Member States'
commercial policies which are likely to cause both
deflections of trade and economic difficulties in one
or more of certain Member States ;

Whereas Article 115 of the Treaty enables difficulties
of this type to be prevented ;

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

The Italian Republic is hereby authorized until 31
December 1981 to take intra-Community surveillance
measures in respect of bananas falling within CCT
subheading 08.01 B, originating in the third countries
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Article 3listed in the Annex hereto and put into free circula­
tion in the other Member States in accordance with
the provisions of Article 2 (4) of Decision
80/47/EEC (M,

This Decision is addressed to the Italian Republic .

Article 2 Done at Brussels, 29 January 1981 .

The Italian Republic may require importers, when
carrying out the formalities relating to the importation
of bananas, to furnish particulars of origin in accor­
dance with the provisions of Article 4 of Decision
80/47/EEC.

For the Commission

Wilhelm HAFERKAMP

Member of the Commission

ANNEX

Third countries of origin referred to in Article 1

BOLIVIA

CANADA

COLOMBIA

COSTA RICA

CUBA

EL SALVADOR

GUATEMALA

NICARAGUA

PANAMA

PHILIPPINES

USA

VENEZUELA

HONDURAS

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

ECUADOR

HAITI

MEXICO

(!) OJ No L 16, 22. 1 . 1980, p . 14.


