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COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION
of 9 November 1981

authorizing Italy temporarily to take additional measures to protect itself
against the introduction of Erwinia amylovora

(Only the Italian text is authentic)

(81/973/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 77/93/EEC of 21
December 1976 on protective measures against the
introduction into the Member States of organisms
harmful to plants or plant products(!), as last
amended by Directive 81/7/EEC (?), and in particular
Article 15(2) thereof,

Having regard to the communication from Italy of 11
September 1981,

Whereas, pursuant to Directive 77/93/EEC, plants or
plant products may be introduced into a Member
State only if they are free from Erwinia amylovora ;
whereas for certain plants the consignor Member
States must take certain measures to ensure that these
are not contaminated by that harmful organism ;

Whereas, nevertheless, when a Member State
considers that there is an imminent danger of the
introduction or spread in its territory of harmful organ-
isms, it may temporarily take any additional measures
necessary to protect itself against that danger;

Whereas Italy has notified a Decreto del Ministero
dell’Agricoltura e delle Foreste, adopted on 3
September 1981, banning the introduction into Italy
of plants of the genera Cotoneaster, Crateagus,
Cydonia, Malus, Pyracantha, Pyrus, Sorbus and Strans-
vaesia, originating in the Netherlands, with the excep-
tion of fruit and seeds, with effect from 1 October
1981 ;

Whereas Italy has justified this measure by the fact
that the presence of Erwinia amylovora was detected

(") OJ No L 26, 31. 1. 1977, p. 20.
() O] No L 14, 16. 1. 1981, p. 23.

on a sample of 100 buds taken as an official sample
on 13 November 1980 from a consignment of ‘Jona-
gold MIX’ apple-tree seedlings imported from the
Netherlands ;

Whereas there is no element of doubt with regard to
the abovementioned detection of Erwinia amylovora;
whereas 37 other samples taken at the same time from
the material imported from the Netherlands and all
the samples taken from the material imported from
other Member States proved to be free from the bac-
terium in question; whereas tests made on plants
grown from the material from which the sample in
question was taken did not show signs of contamina-
tion by that bacterium ;

Whereas it has been impossible to establish, during
the period since the communication from Italy, either
the causes of the presence of Erwinia amylovora or
the exact extent of the danger resulting from that
case ;

Whereas, pending the results of current investigations
and without prejudice to the information to be
collected with a view to revising the Community provi-
sions on Erwinia amylovora, temporary measures
should be taken which take into account both the
legitimate interest of Italy to be protected against the
introduction of the bacterium in question and also the
principle of free marketing ;

Whereas the detection of Erwinia amylovora in the
sample in question tends to show that the safeguards
provided by Community provisions did not in this
case have the desired effect; whereas this situation
might recur with results which could no longer be
controlled ; whereas the harmful organism in question
cannot be detected on the products by visual examina-
tion ;
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Whereas in these circumstances the established pres-
ence of Erwinia amylovora may on the whole be
considered as a case of imminent danger; whereas it
is therefore justifiable for Italy to demand, at this
stage, additional safeguards to those provided by
Community provisions ;

Whereas nevertheless an absolute ban on the introduc-
tion of specific material seems excessive provided that
the consignor Member State is able to provide the
additional safeguards required ;

Whereas Italy should therefore be authorized for a
specific period to require of the Netherlands certain
appropriate technical safeguards not provided for in
current Community provisions, and, since the bacte-
rium in question is not present in Italy, at the same
time to lay down suitable monitoring measures to
cover Italian territory, although the total ban on
imports should be withdrawn ;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Decision
are in accordance with the opinion of the Standing
Committee on Plant Health,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

1. Italy is hereby authorized, for a period expiring
on 15 April 1982, to require that plants of the genera
Cotoneaster, Crateagus, Cydonia, Malus, Pyracantha,
Pyrus, Sorbus and Stransvaesia originating in the
Netherlands, with the exception of fruit and seeds,
meet the following conditions, in addition to those
already laid down in Directive 77/93/EEC, if they are
to be introduced into Italy :

(a) The plants shall originate from nurseries approved
as complying with Community requirements by
the official Netherlands Plant Health Department.
A list of such nurseries shall be communicated to
the Italian authorities.

(b

~

Before dispatch of the plants, samples shall be
taken officially from each consignment intended
for Italy during the period of the authorization.
Each sample shall comprise 200 buds, at a rate of
two per plant. A sample shall be taken officially
from each consignment intended for Italy in the
nurseries from plants which are to make up the
consignment.

(c) The plants from which buds have been taken shall
be marked with red paint and included in the
consignments intended for Italy.

(d) The samples taken shall be tested by one or more
official laboratories designated by the official
Netherlands Plant Health Department for the pres-
ence of Erwinia amylovora.

These tests shall be made according to appropriate
methods, including :

— a serological test (agglutination or immuno-
fluorescence),

— if positive results are obtained, isolation of
pure cultures in a nutrient medium and identi-
fication by morphology of colonies,

— in case of doubt, a pathogenicity test on
tobacco or other suitable indicators.

(e) The plant heaith centificate required shall indicate
which nursery or nurseries supplied the material
making up each consignment, the date of taking
the sample pursuant to paragraph (b) and the date
the results were determined pursuant to para-
graph (a). It shall only be drawn up after confirma-
tion that the presence of Erwinia amylovora has
not been detected in the course of the tests
referred to in paragraph (d).

(f) Plants imported pursuant to this Decision shall be
monitored and checked for two years by the offi-
cial Italian Plant Health Department. The results

of such monitoring and checks shall be communi-
cated to the Commission.

2. [ltaly shall repeal the provisions adopted in the
Decreto del Ministero dell’Agricoltura e delle Foreste
of 3 September 1981, with effect from the 20th day
following notification of this Decision.

Article 2

Before expiry of the period laid down in Article 1 (1),
a Decision shall be taken, in the light of the investiga-
tions and information referred to in the seventh
recital of this Decision and the experience gained by

application of this Decision, as to whether the term of

validity of this Decision should be extended or in any
other way amended.

Article 3

The Italian Republic shall notify the other Member
States and the Commission of the measures which it
has taken to comply with this Decision.

Article 4

This Decision is addressed to the Ttalian Republic.

Done at Brussels, 9 November 1981.

For the Commission
Poul DALSAGER

Member of the Commission



