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COUNCIL DECISION

of 13 December 1982

adopting a concerted action project for the European Economic Community in the field
of shore-based marine navigation aid systems

(82/887/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Whereas the Member States intend to implement, in
accordance with the rules and procedures applicable
to their national programmes, the research projects
described in Annex I and are prepared to coordinate
them at Community level for a period of three
years ;

Whereas international organizations are carrying out
projects in this field ; whereas account should be
taken of such projects so as to preclude duplication
of effort ; whereas certain equipment and proce­
dures should , if appropriate, be the subject of agree­
ments within the framework of the competent
organizations ;

Whereas the implementation of this research
requires a financial outlay of the order of 10 million
ECU on the part of the Community and the Mem­
ber States ;

Considering the opinion delivered by Crest on the
Commission proposal ,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the Euro­
pean Economic Community, and in particular
Article 235 thereof,

Having regard to the draft from the Commission ('),

Having regard to the opinion of the European
Parliament (2),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (3),

Whereas a concerted action project for Community
research in the field of marine navigation aid sys­
tems may contribute to the reduction of the risk of
accidents in coastal areas and ports , and, conse­
quently, to the protection of human life and the
safety of ships and their cargo, and the prevention
of pollution on the shore and in coastal waters ;

Whereas a research programme in the field of mar­
ine navigation aid systems was proposed in 1979 by
the Finnish and French delegations within the
framework of European cooperation in the field of
scientific and technical research (COST); whereas
the Scientific and Technical Research Committee
(Crest) acknowledged the Community interest of the
said programme on 8 April 1981 ;

Whereas in its resolution of 14 January 1974 on an
initial outline programme of the European Commu­
nities in the field of science and technology (4) the
Council emphasized that an appropriate approach
should be adopted towards the whole range of avail­
able ways and means , including concerted action
projects, and that, whenever it proved desirable,
non-member States , particularly European ones ,
should be associated in those projects ;

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

The Community shall implement, over a period of
three years from 1 January 1983 , a concerted action
research project in the field of shore-based marine
navigation aid systems, hereinafter referred to as
'the project '.

The project shall consist of the coordination at
Community level of the research defined in Annex I
forming part of the research programmes of the
Member States, taking into account the work being
carried out in the field in question by international
organizations and ensuring that the international
character of marine navigation , and consequently of
all the rules governing it , is borne in mind.

Article 2
(') OJ No C 256, 8 . 10 . 1981 , p . 7 .
( 2 ) OJ No C 238, 13 . 9 . 1982 , p . 111 .
( } ) OJ No C 348, 31 . 12 . 1981 , p . 24 . The Commission shall be responsible for the

co-ordination referred to in Article 1 .(4) OJNoC 7, 29 . 1 . 1974, p . 6 .
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Article 3

The funds estimated as necessary for the Com­
munity contribution to the coordination should be
2 - 1 million ECU including expenditure on a staff of
one .

Article 4

2 . The Commission shall establish annual progress
reports on the basis of the information supplied and
shall forward them to the Member States and to the
European Parliament .

3 . At the end of the coordination period, the Com­
mission, after consulting the committee, shall for­
ward to the Member States and to the European
Parliament a general report on the implementation
and results of the project . It shall publish this report
six months after it has been forwarded to the Mem­
ber States unless one of the Member States objects .
In the latter event the report shall be distributed, on
request, only to those institutions and undertakings
whose research or production activities justify
access to the results of the research carried out
under this project . The Commission may provide for
the report to remain confidential and not to be dis­
closed to third parties .

To help implement the project, a Concerted Action
Committee for shore-based marine navigation aid
systems hereinafter referred to as 'the committee ',
shall be set up .

A project leader shall be appointed by the Commis­
sion in agreement with the committee .

The terms of reference and composition of the com­
mittee are set out in Annex II hereto .

The committee shall adopt its own rules of proce­
dure . The committee secretariat shall be provided by
the Commission .

Article 6

Article 5

In accordance with Article 228 of the Treaty the
Community may conclude an agreement with third
States , and in particular with those participating in
COST, with a view to ensuring coordination
between the Community's project and the corres­
ponding programmes in those States .

1 . In accordance with a procedure to be laid down
by the Commission after consulting the committee,
States participating in the project and the Com­
munity shall exchange all useful information con­
cerning the implementation of research relating to
the project on a regular basis . Participating Member
States shall supply the Commission with all the
information needed for coordination purposes . They
shall also endeavour to supply the Commission with
information on research on the subject which is
either planned or has been carried out by bodies for
which they are not responsible . Such information
shall be treated as confidential if the Member State
supplying it so requests .

Done at Brussels , 13 December 1982 .

For the Council

The President

U. ELLEMANN-JENSEN
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ANNEX I

Project content

1 . A study of requirements for precise navigation and ship manoeuvring in confined areas
under various hydro-meteorological conditions .

2 . A study to develop factors and criteria that can serve as a common determinant for marine
traffic problem definition . As a second stage application of these factors and criteria to
European waters .

3 . An inventory of existing shore-based marine traffic systems in Western Europe, stating :

— geographical coverage ,

— type of service provided,

— rules governing operation of the service,

— traffic intensity in the area,

— types of traffic in the area .

4 . A study of vessel identification methods, for use both in the control of traffic by the monitor­
ing stations and in ship-to-ship communications .

Indicative breakdown of research

Research topics
Breakdown of research

B D DK F GR I IRL NL UK

1 . Movement of ships in con­
fined areas x x x x x

2. (a) Criteria for standard
identification of problem
areas for marine traffic x x x x x

(b) Identification of problem
areas for marine naviga­
tion - x x x x x x

3 . Inventory of shore-based
marine traffic systems in
Western Europe x x x x x

4. Identification of ships x x x x

5 . Specifications and standards
for pinpointing and precise
tracking of ships under way x x x x x

6 . Shore-to-ship communica­
tion methods x x x

7 . Harmonization of the proce­
dures of marine traffic ser­
vices x x x x
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5 . A study of methods to enable the monitoring stations to pinpoint and track a vessel with
accuracy.

6 . Methods of shore-to-ship and ship-to-ship communication and data exchange systems
between monitoring stations and ships .

7 . A study of the harmonization of the procedures of traffic, information and guidance services
for shipping in Western Europe .

Among the international organizations with most competence in this area which have been or are
working on the above research topics are the following :

— International Maritime Organization ( IMO),

— International Association of Lighthouse Authorities ( IALA),

— International Association of Ports and Harbours ( IAPH).

This list is not exhaustive.
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ANNEX II

Terms of reference and composition of the Concerted Action Committee for shore-based marine
navigation aid systems

1 . The committee shall :

1.1 . contribute to the optimum implementation of the project by giving its opinion on all
aspects of its progress ;

1 . 2 . evaluate the results of the project and draw conclusions as to their application ;

1.3 . be responsible for the exchange of information referred to in Article 5(1 );

1 .4 . keep track of national research work carried out in the fields covered by the project , in
particular by keeping itself informed about scientific and technical developments
which might have an influence on its implementation ;

1.5 . take care to avoid duplicating studies and research work being carried out by the com­
petent international organizations, taking account of the international framework in
which certain provisions should, where necessary, be adopted ;

1 .6 . provide guidelines for the project leader ;

1.7 . assist the Commission in the selection of contractors and the allocation of the corres­
ponding appropriations .

2 . The committee 's reports and opinions shall be forwarded to the Commission and the Mem­
ber States taking part in the project . The Commission shall forward these opinions to Crest .

3 . The committee shall be composed of the persons responsible for coordinating the national
research activities included in the project , a delegate from the Commission and the project
leader. Each member may be accompanied by experts . Wherever it deems it is useful , the
committee may invite observers from the relevant international organizations (see Annex I ).


