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COUNCIL DECISION
of 25 November 1983

concerning a plan for the transnational development of the supporting infrastructure for
innovation and technology transfer (1983 to 1985)

(83/624/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 235
thereof,

Having regard to the
Commission (1),

proposal from the

Having regard to the opinion of the European
Parliament (2),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (3),

Whereas, in accordance with Article 2 of the Treaty, the

Community has as its task inter alia to promote a
harmonious development of economic activities and
continuous and balanced expansion throughout the
" Community;

Whereas the Heads of State or Government, meeting in
Luxembourg on 1 and 2 December 1980, expressed the
hope that efforts by the Member States in the field of
industrial innovation would be better coordinated in
order to improve the competitiveness of European
products by making the best use of the dimension
afforded by the common market; whereas they
requested the competent authorities of the Community
to examine ways of eliminating the fragmentation of
markets and improving incentives to innovation and the
dissemination of knowledge;

Whereas it is primarily up to undertakings to
develop trade in technologies and to promote their
exploitation;

Whereas, nevertheless, a resolute effort is required to
promote interaction between technology, industry and
the market at European level, so as to ensure that
further economically viable innovations accrue from
discoveries and inventions through utilization of the
advantages of scale afforded by the European
dimension;

(1) OJ No C 187, 22. 7. 1982, p. 4.
(2) O] No C 96, 11. 4. 1983, p. 104.
(3) O] No C 33, 7.2.1983, p. 17.

Whereas the Member States have developed specialized
services in the field of research exploitation, technology
transfer, information, consultancy and financing;

Whereas these infrastructures are important for
facilitating innovation, particularly in small and
medium-sized undertakings;

Whereas the introduction of transnational mechanisms
for liaison, cooperation, training and information
would be crucial in optimizing these national efforts;

Whereas the said mechanisms would provide wider
access to such essential elements of industrial
innovation as research, technology, capital and the
market,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

With a view to facilitating innovation in the
Community, a package of measures designed to
promote the transnational development of liaison and
cooperation infrastructures and to provide incentives to
trade and the exploitation of technologies is hereby
adopted, and is defined in Annex I.

Article 2

On the basis of continuous exchange and comparative
assessment of experiences, the Member States and the
Commission shall endeavour to achieve compatibility of
the measures referred to in Article 1 with national and
regional measures to promote innovation, in the
manner provided for in chapter 3 of Annex I.

Article 3

The activities or projects described in Annex I shall be
undertaken on the responsibility of the Commission or
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shall qualify for partial Community financing under the
appropriations provided for in the budget of the
European Communities.

The following activities or projects may be eligible for
consideration:

— activities of projects involving partners established
in various Member States,

— activities or projects involving operations on a
Community scale or services open to all Member
States, or

— programmes for developing innovation infra-
structure, where circumstances so require, so as to
enable Member States with weaker infrastructures
to participate fully in transnational projects.

Article 4

The Commission shall disseminate in the Community,
by the most appropriate means, the result of the actions
undertaken pursuant to this Decision.

Article §

The programme is scheduled for a period of three years
as from its adoption. The amount deemed necessary for
the programme’s implementation shall be 10 million
ECU.

As regards the activities described in Annex I, the
Commission shall endeavour to share the costs of the
operations, to recover a part of its outlay from such
revenue as may accrue and to limit its contributions to
an initial launching period.

Article 6

Responsibility for implementing this Decision shall rest
with the Commission, assisted by a Consultative
Committee whose composition, duties and method of
procedure are set out in Annex II.

The Commission shall keep the said Committee
regularly informed of progress in the work.

The Commission shall present a detailed report each
year to the Council, the European Parliament and the
Economic and Social Committee.

Article 7

This Decision shall take effect on the day of its

publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities. :

Done at Brussels, 25 November 1983.

For the Council
The President
G. MORAITIS
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ANNEX I

PLAN FOR THE TRANSNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE SUPPORTING
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

SCOPE AND DEFINITION OF ACTIONS

Scope

The principal objective is to promote the rapid penetration of the Community’s economies by new
technologies as they become available, having regard especially to small and medium-sized
undertakings.

The proposed actions will reinforce national structures working towards this end, in particular by
adding a European dimension to the operations of existing national research exploitation, to technology
transfer, and to specialized advisory and financial services. The aim is thus to strengthen the
transnational innovation infrastructure, this being essential for an efficient European market in
innovation.

Three principal lines of actions are envisaged:

1. to render existing and developing organizations and services in this field more effective by
facilitating their operations on, and their access to, the Community market; this transnational
extension of structures in the Member States will be based upon flexible and dynamic mechanism for
liaison and cooperation;

2. to the degree necessary for the objective, to help meet the corresponding basic requirements in
knowledge and in technical and communication means;

3. to contribute to the general advance of methods used in this field by judiciously promoting
concertation and the exchange of experience on the introduction of new methods in the Member
States.

The projects to benefit from Community support shall be selected from lists of priority actions to be
drawn up annually. For 1983 the list appears in Annex IIl. For the other years of the programme the
priority actions shall be selected from the actions described hereafter in accordance with the procedure

* laid down in Annex II (F). A project selected from an annual list must be commenced before the end of
the year in question.

Description of actions

CHAPTER 1

European cohesion between existing innovation promotion organizations

1.1. The industry/research interface, in particular:
(a) start-up support for the establishment of liaison mechanisms;

(b) support for promotional actions for exploitation of new technology or market prospection
inside and outside the Community. ’

1.2. Technology and management advisory services, in particular:

(a) start-up support for associations in order to establish ‘human’ networks of relations between
the services concerned, and also for the necessary back-up activities;

(b) support for exchange of personnel of such services as the most efficient way to gain experience
on other markets as well as to establish networks of mutual assistance;
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(c) support for their joint exploitation of the technology market inside and outside the
Community.

1.3. Venture finance operations, in particular:

(a) start-up support for an association of financial organizations specialized in the financing of
innovation:

(b) support for professional publications of such an association;

(c) support for the build-up of reference networks of experts and consultants.

1.4. Interface between public users and innovative industries, in particular:

(a) support, as long as necessary, for the basic structure of Community local authority
cooperation in new technologies;

(b) support for orienting local authority purchasing towards innovation;

(c) support for technology exchange between participants.

CHAPTER 2

Strengthening the foundations

2.1. Joint support functions for the awareness and assessment of new technologies and potential
markets, in particular:

(a) support for joint assessment of technology and markets;

(b) support for increasing technology awareness, by means such as cooperation between
‘technology awareness agencies’ or giving a European dimension to technology conferences
normally organized on a national or regional basis;

(c) support for the acquisition, analysis and dissemination of information on technologies and
markets to which access is difficult;

(d) support for the establishment of a system of exchanging information on available expertise
regarding technology, markets, finance and public aid for innovation throughout the
Community.

2.2, Access to patents and licensing markets, in particular:

(a) support for the intensification of consultation and contacts with the parties concerned, in
" particular as regards patent costs, the use of patent information and the criteria of industrial
property protection;

(b) support for better use of Community-wide protection of industrial and commercial property
rights, complementing action already taken in the Member States to encourage inventors to
avail themselves of their rights in this area;

(c) support for the creation of an efficient common market for the licensing of technology, by
promoting the concertation of intermediary services and by providing start-up support for
transnational forms of cooperation.

2.3. Opening new channels of communication to accelerate market introduction of new products, in
particular:

(a) promoting the timely and Community-wide diffusion of calls for proposals for new products,
and in particular of public tenders, by developing new efficient media or by promoting a more
intensive use of existing communication channels;

(b) establishing an up-to-date information system on technical regulations and standards.
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CHAPTER 3
Concertation of Member States and Community action

3.1. Intensification of the concertation and the exchange of information and experience within the
framework of the Consultative Committee.

3.2. Comparisons and evaluations of programmes and measures.

3.3. Community support for the advancement of new methods and for the advancement of
transnational innovation infrastructure in particular.

ANNEX 11

COMPOSITION, DUTIES AND METHOD OF PROCEDURE OF THE CONSULTATIVE
COMMITTEE PROVIDED FOR IN ARTICLE 6

A. The Consultative Committee provided for in Article 6 shall have the following duties:

1. to aid the Commission in ensuring the proper functioning of the exchanges provided for in
Article 2, which must enable voluntary concertation of the actions of the Member States to be
achieved;

2. to examine the annual report drawn up by the Commission and to assess the results of the
actions carried out;

3. to deliver opinions on the measures provided for in Article 1, in particular on the preparation of
the annual list of priorities and on the selection of projects likely to benefit from financial
support.

B. The Committee shall be composed of representatives nominated by the Member States. It can call
upon the assistance of experts or advisers according to the nature of the action to be dealt with.

C. The Committee shall be chaired by a representative of the Commission.
D. The Committee shall draw up its own rules of procedure.
E. The Secretariat of the Committee will be provided by the services of the Commission.

F.. The annual list of priority actions for the years other than 1983 shall be decided on using the
following procedure:

1. The Commission representative shall submit to the Committee a draft Decision.

2. The Commirtee shall give an opinion on this draft within two months. Its decisions shall be
taken by a majority of 45 votes. Within the Committee the votes of the Member States shall be
weighted in accordance with Article 148 (2) of the Treaty. The chairman shall not vote.

3. The Commission shall adopt the draft where it is in accordance with the opinion of the
Committee. Where the draft Decision is not in accordance with that opinion or where no such
opinion is issued, the Commission shall without delay make a proposal to the Council, in the
form of a draft Decision. The Council shall act by a qualified majority.
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ANNEX I

PRIORITY ACTIONS FOR 1983

1. Support for the establishment and initial activities of liaison mechanisms:
— STCELA (local authorities),
— venture capitalists,

— associations of technology and management advisory services including ‘technology awareness
agencies’.

2. Organizing the Community-wide supply and dissemination of information on supply and demand in
respect of technology under licence, transnational cooperation of small and medium-sized undertakings,
markets surveys and studies, technology assessment and trends, R & D results, etc.

3. Support for better use of Community-wide protection of industrial and commercial property
rights.

4. Consultation, within the framework of the Consultative Committee, on action taken or to be taken
at national and Community level, notably with a view to evaluating and securing the utilization of new
or not yet Community-wide methods of promoting innovation, for the benefit in particular of small and
medium-sized undertakings.




