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COMMISSION DECISION

of 21 December 1983

instituting in certain rural areas of the Abruzzi region, Italy, a pilot action in preparation
for the integrated Mediterranean programmes

(Only the Italian text is authentic)

( 84/ 82/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN

COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community,

Whereas it is intended that integrated Mediterranean
programmes should be introduced ;
Whereas pilot actions are necessary to test the
methods for implementing the integrated
Mediterranean programmes in order that such
programmes may be implemented as soon as possible
after their adoption ;
Whereas the pilot actions constitute a coherent set of
operations that are compatible with each other and
with the regional development programmes ; whereas
they have intrinsic merits in the context of. the
Community's policies ;

Whereas each pilot action is on a smaller scale than
the operational plan of campaign for the integrated
Mediterranean programmes ;

Whereas the pilot action in question concerns an area
which exhibits development problems typical of those
which the integrated Mediterranean programmes are
intended to resolve ;

Whereas , in order to ensure its effectiveness , the pilot
action in question will be carried out in successive
stages with the agreement of the national authorities
of the Member State concerned and in close
cooperation with the regional and local authorities
concerned ;

Whereas , in granting assistance , the Community
ought to take account of the experience obtained in
the earlier stages ,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

A pilot action is hereby instituted in certain areas of
the Abruzzi region, Italy, in preparation for the
integrated Mediterranean programmes . This pilot
action is described in Annex 1 .

Article 2

The implementation of the pilot action shall be
reviewed at regular intervals by the Commission in
consultation with the Member State concerned so
that it may be decided whether and in which respects
the items set out in Annex 1 should be modified .

Article 3

The pilot action shall be implemented by means of
specific decisions by the Commission on individual
operations forming constituent parts of the pilot
action . The decisions shall describe the substance of
the operations , shall fix the Community's contribution
to the financing of each operation and shall define
the procedures . The general conditions to be met for
such specific decisions to be taken are set out in
Annex 2 .

Article 4

Within three months of the completion of all the
operations under the pilot action, the Member State
concerned shall transmit to the Commission a report
in five copies on the lessons to be drawn from the
pilot action as a whole for the implementation of the
integrated Mediterranean programmes .

Article 5

The assistance that the Commission decides upon for
the pilot action shall not bind the Community as
regards the final selection of the areas in which the
integrated Mediterranean programmes are to be
carried out.

Article 6

This Decision is addressed to the Italian Republic.

Done at Brussels , 21 December 1983 .

For the Commission

Lorenzo NATALI

Vice-President
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ANNEX 1

PREPARATORY PILOT ACTION IN CERTAIN RURAL AREAS OF THE ABRUZ2I
REGION, ITALY

1 . TITLE

Preparatory pilot action in certain rural areas of the Abruzzi region , Italy.

2 . GENERAL PURPOSE

The aim of the pilot action is to try out integrated operations designed to make livestock farming
less extensive by increasing fodder production and creating alternative sources of income outside
agriculture . On account of the area's particular features, this experiment is particularly useful for
testing — in a difficult economic and social context — the choice of measures, their coordi­
nation and the capabilities of the national , regional and local authorities in implementing them.

3 . DESCRIPTION AND GENERAL FEATURES OF THE AREA

In the Abruzzi region, there are :
— 23 400 ha of improved pasture,
— 177 568 ha of rough grazing.

Some 59 % of the cattle and 90 % of the sheep and goats are raised in the inland areas .

In view of the region's various possibilities , its fodder production is estimated at 100 million
fodder units per year.

On the basis of experience, it is considered that with cultivation improvements the yield could be
improved by 40 % , making some 140 million fodder units per year, including 126 million
between May and September.

By improving fodder production capacity in the middle and lower hill areas, it will be possible to
intensify livestock farming, for between October and April the herds and flocks have to be
grazed in Apulia and Lazio .

The area concerned by this pilot action covers 7 600 ha, of which 200 ha is improved pasture
prividing feed for 1 800 sheep and 200 goats , 2 000 ha is rough grazing land and 5 400 ha forest .
The stockfarming units are to be established on two selected holdings . There are also coppices
which can provide raw material for energy production .

The industrial fabric consists mainly of small and medium-sized enterprises and craft firms
largely serving the regional market.

Finally, the area's particular features are suited to the development of tourism in conjunction, in
summer, with the highly-developed tourism on the coast.

The pilot action is to be located in the upland areas of Laga (Gran Sasso area in the province of
Teramo) and the Aventino (the Maiella area in the province of Chieti).

4 . OPERATIONS

The object and results sought should be attained if the following operations are carried out :

(a) agriculture :
— improvement of rough grazing and pasture meadows to increase fodder production,
— increase in the market value of agricultural products and by-products p

(b) secondary sector :
— development of craft activities and small firms , particularly those using wood, wool and
by-products ,

— production of energy, using the existing coppices following improvement and farm waste ;
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(c) rural tourism :
— development of facilities ,
— promotion of tourism,
— transport ;

(d) general :
— infrastructure,
— business advisory services .

5 . TIMETABLE

From December 1983 to December 1985 .

6 . AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE

— For coordination :

Office of the Minister for Coordination of Community Policies, Rome,
— for implementation :
Abruzzi region, l'Aquila .

7 . ESTIMATE OF COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE AND FINANCING

Financing estimates : see following table .
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ANNEX 2

GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR THE SPECIFIC DECISIONS REFERRED TO IN
ARTICLE 3

1 . In respect of the operations detailed in point 7 of Annex 1 for which the Community's assistance
is to be entirely financed out of the appropriations under budgetary line 5 5 0 of the general
budget of the European Communities specific decisions within the meaning of Article 3 may be
taken in accordance with the budgetary resources available .

2 . In respect of the operations detailed in point 7 of Annex 1 for which the Community's assistance
is to be financed partly out of appropriations under budgetary line 5 5 0 of the general budget of
the European Communities and partly out of appropriations from Community Funds or under
Community measures (in particular the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund ,
the European Social Fund, the European Regional Development Fund and the common measure
for the restructuring, modernization and development of fisheries and the development of aqua­
culture), decisions to use the appropriations entered under budgetary line 5 5 0 are to be taken
separately after approval of each operation under the procedures laid down for the Fund or
measure concerned , and in accordance with the budgetary resources available .

3 . The Italian Republic is required to grant the necessary priority to each operation in accordance
with the payments schedules set out in point 7 of Annex 1 when submitting applications for
Community aid from the Funds or under the measures referred to in point 2 of this Annex .


