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COMMISSION DECISION
of 14 December 1984

amending Commission Decision 84/72/EEC instituting a pilot action in preparation for the
integrated Mediterranean programmes

(Only the French text is authentic)

(85/82/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community,

Whereas, by Decision 84/72/EEC (1), the Commission
instituted in the department of Hérault, France, a pilot
action in preparation for the integrated Mediterranean
programmes;

Whereas Article 2 of that Decision stipulates that the
implementation of the pilot action shall be reviewed at
regular intervals by the Commission in consultation
with the Member State concerned so that it may be
decided whether and in which aspects the items set out
in Annex 1 should be modified;

Whereas it has emerged from further contacts with
the competent national authorities that Decision
84/72/EEC should be revised as regards individual

() OJ No L 44, 15. 2. 1984, p. 13.

operations in Annex 1 to the Decision, and in particular
the financing estimates,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

Annex 1 to Decision 84/72/EEC is hereby replaced by
Annex 1 to this Decision.

Article 2

This Decision is addressed to the French Republic.

Done at Brussels, 14 December 1984. -

For the Commission
Lorenzo NATALI

Vice-President
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ANNEX 1

PREPARATORY PILOT ACTION IN THE DEPARTMENT OF HERAULT, FRANCE

1. TITLE

Pilot rural development action in the department of Hérault in preparation for the integrated
Mediterranean programmes.

. GENERAL PURPOSE

By drawing on and turning to account certain training and advisory service experiments conducted
at local level, this pilot action is designed to institute in five areas typical of the department in
question integrated development measures at local level that will form part of a departmental
strategy in support of local development and improvement and, to this end, to develop the
complementary features of the areas concerned.

By undertaking, as the back-up to an advisory service and training programme, investments in those
economic sectors with job-creating potential (agriculture, manufacturing, tourism), the pilot action
is also aimed at achieving effective coordination at department level of the available sources of credit
and finance.

The department authorities, which are competent and responsible for policy on rural development,
the rural environment and rural infrastructures, are the preferred promoter for this type of
development measure. The preparatory pilot action dovetails with the policy for supporting
development and local improvement laid down by the General Council of the Hérault department
on 12 October 1983. The aim of this policy, which provides for the introduction of ‘inter-municipal
development and improvement charters’, is to encourage local authorities, socio-professional bodies
and associations of districts to work together to define at local level the guidelines and measures
necessary for the development of their regions.

. DESCRIPTION AND GENERAL FEATURES OF THE AREA

Five districts have expressed the desire to conduct a local development and improvement policy in
conjunction with the department authorities and with the support of the regional, national and
Community authorities. They typify the economic, social and cultural diversity of the department,
whose coastal area is much more developed than the mountainous inland area.

The districts are Saint-Pons (a mountainous region whose population has halved since the beginning
of the century), Bédarieux (a mountainous area with a contracting industrial base), Minervois
(less-favoured foothill area whose main activity is vine growing; it is suffering from heavy
out-migration because of the specialized nature of its economy), Pic de Saint Loup (mixed suburban
and rural area close to Montpellier which has a rapidly expanding population) and the ‘Moyenne
vallée’ district (area midway between the coast and the mountains that specializes in vine
growing).

These five districts encompass 123 of the municipalities in the department (one-third of the total)
and had a population of 74 300 in 1982. Generally speaking, manufacturing and the services sector
are weak; agriculture plays an important role in the economy but the number of persons employed
in agriculture is contracting sharply.

. OPERATIONS

In the period December 1983 to December 1985, the following individual operations are to be
carried out:
(a) agriculture:

— land tenure measures,

— rural infrastructures, .

— processing and marketing of agricultural products,

— measures to promote agricultural products;
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(b) secondary sector:
— establishment of a support centre (Maison de Pays),

— common services (establishment of local back-up service for small and medium-sized firms to
promote crafts, industry and trade), :

— sectoral studies and advisory services (surveys in firms);

(c) tourism:
— accommodation facilities,
— promotional campaigns,
— supporting infrastructures,
— studies to indentify potential tourist facilities;
(d) training:
— training of development officers, ‘
— vocational training in newly developed industries;

(e) advisory service:
— financing the recruitment of coordinators in each of the districts concerned.

. TIMETABLE

From December 1983 to December 1985.

. AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE

— For coordination:

SGCI (Secretariat of the interministerial committee) and Ministry of Agriculture,

— for implementation:

Prefect of the Region, Commissioner of the Republic.

. ESTIMATE OF COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE AND PAYMENTS SCHEDULE

Financing estimates: see following table (1).

(1) The existing instruments are the European Regional Development Fund, the Guidance Section of the

European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund and the European Social Fund.
NB: The estimates shown in this table may be revised.
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