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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION
of 16 March 1987

approving an Integrated Approach for the area Oost-Groningen/Oost-Drenthe,
Netherlands

(87/227/BEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1787/84
of 19 June 1984 on the European Regional Development
Fund (!),

Having regard to Council Decision 83/516/EEC of 17
October 1983 on the tasks of the European Social
Fund (3,

Whereas the Netherlands have submitted to the Commis-
sion an Integrated Action Programme (IAP) for the area
Oost-Groningen/QOost-Drenthe ;

Whereas the application relating to the programme was

initially received by the Commission on 14 January 1986
and amended after examination by the Commission ;

Whereas Article 34 of Regulation (EEC) No 1787/84
provides for priority to be accorded in the management of
the Fund'’s resources to investments and measures which
form part of an integrated development approach ;

Whereas Commission Decision 86/221/EEC of 30 April
1986 () on the guidelines for the management of the
European Social Fund in the financial years 1987 to 1989
accords a priority without regional limitation to measures
which form part of an integrated programme ;

() OJ No L 169, 28. 6. 1984, p. 1.
() OJ No L 289, 22. 10. 1983, p. 38.
() OJ No L 153, 7. 6. 1986, p. 59.

Whereas provision is made in Item 5412 of the general
budget of the European Communities for financing
specific measures in the framework of new integrated
operations ;

Whereas a preparatory feasibility study for an integrated
approach for the area Gost-Groningen/Oost-Drenthe has
been completed ;

Whereas the programme relates to the period from 1
January 1986 to 31 December 1988 ;

Whereas the programme meets the criteria defined by the
Commission on procedures and contents for the imple-
mentation of an integrated approach ;

Whereas the Commission has already approved a national
programme of Community interest, under Regulation
(EEC) No 1787/84, which forms part of this IAP;

Whereas by Commission Decision of 7 May 1986,
addressed to the Netherlands, an amount of Fl 2 277 500
has been granted in respect of operations under the Euro-
pean Social Fund forming part of the IAP;

Whereas the operations proposed by the Netherlands for
assistance under the European Agricultural Guidance and
Guarantee Fund are not eligible thereunder;

Whereas the IAP, with the exception of the immediately
aforementioned operations, for Oost-Groningen/Oost-
Drenthe, including the financial plan, may therefore be
approved by the Commission ;

Whereas the public expenditure to be incurred in the
period from 1 January 1986 to 31 December 1988 on
measures to be financed in the context of the IAP is esti-
mated at F1 207 356 200, in respect of which a Commu-
nity contribution of Fl 66 011 300 is envisaged ;
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Whereas financial commitments in respect of the Euro-
pean Community’s contribution to the measures to be
financed in the context of the IAP will be made in annual
instalments, subject to compliance with the relevant rules
and guidelines of the structural Funds involved and with
. the conditions set out in the pluri-annual outline
annexed, and within the limits of availability of financial
resources for the structural instruments as established
annually in the Community budget,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Sole Article

The Commission hereby approves the Integrated Action
Programme (IAP) for Oost-Groningen/Oost-Drenthe as

constituting an integrated operation which may be
accorded a priority treatment according to Article 34 of
Council Regulation (EEC) 1787/84 on the European Regi-
onal Development Fund, and according to point 4.1 of
the guidelines for the management of the European
Social Fund in the financial years 1987 to 1989. The
Commission declares its intention of contributing to the
achievement of the objectives of the programme in the
manner described in the Annex hereto and in accordance
with the rules and guidelines of those Funds.

Done at Brussels, 16 March 1987.

For the Commission
Alois PFEIFFER

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX

DRAFT PLURI-ANNUAL OUTLINE OF ACTION FOR THE INTEGRATED ACTION
PROGRAMME FOR OOST-GRONINGEN/OOST-DRENTHE

A. Objectives of the programme

The programme aims to improve the coordination in the area concerned of the Community’s structural
interventions and national measures and to exploit the potential synergism of its different elements, so as
to achieve the following main results :

— improvement of company location factors,

— diversification of the economic structure of the area, notably by encouraging the development of
tourism and small and medium-sized undertakings,

— to increase the flexibility of the labour market through improved vocational training,
— improvement of transport links within the area and with the Federal Republic of Germany,
— to develop the export potential of firms located in the area.

In terms of employment, the aim of the programme is to reduce the disparity between the rate of unem-
ployment in the area concerned and the national rate.

B. The objectives of the IAP should be attained if the following operations are carried out
1. INDUSTRY AND SERVICE SECTOR

— improved access to industrial sites,
— renovation and conversion of decayed industrial buildings and sites,
— export promotion (trade missions and fairs, export consultancy services),

— promotion of the setting-up of new SMUs (spin off introduction and stimulation programmes,
start-up counselling support),

— provision of risk capital for SMUs.

2. TOURISM

— development of the tourism infrastructure,
— promotion of tourism.

3. TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE

— improving regional road infrastructure,
— improving waterway network,
— final stage of border-crossing motorway RW42.

4. STUDIES

— on the cost and feasibility of the conversion of industrial building/sites,
— on opportunities for private businesses in the field of tourism,

— on the feasibility of developments for a recreational lake and for the completion of recreational
waterways,

— inventory of spin-off possibilities for setting-up of new undertakings.

5. VOCATIONAL TRAINING

— management training,

— training to facilitate the introduction of new technology,

— training of long-term unemployed (young and adult) especially for the metallurgy, chemical and
cardboard sectors and tourism,

— training for enterpreneurs setting up new small firms,

— retraining arising from the reconversion and restructuring of enterprises.

C. Financial plan of the IAP

This financial plan defines the total costs of the operations mentioned under A above, and estimates the
financial contributions of the Community general budget, the national authorities and the private sector
thereto. For the Community’s general budget the contributions are given for the years 1986, 1987 and
1988 separately.

The measures included in this financial plan are considered as priority operations as forming part of an
integrated approach subject to compliance of the applications with the rules and guidelines of the indivi-
dual structural funds.
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D. Conditions under which financing will be available

1.

A project cannot be aided simultaneously in respect of the same expenditure by two or more of the
Community structural funds.

. The Dutch authorities will ensure appropriate publicity, by :

— placing clearly visible billboards, acknowledging the European Community’s contribution to the
financing of individual projects within the framework of the IAP, where these projects cost more
than Fl 2,5 million,

— making potential beneficiaries aware of the possibilities offered by the IAP and of the role played
by the Community in this respect.

The monitoring committee, referred to in points 7 to 10, will coordinate the publicity activities
carried out by the Dutch authorities.

. The carring-out of this IAP shall not distort the conditions of competition in a manner incompatible

with the principles contained in the relevant provisions of the EEC Treaty as elaborated upon in the
principles for the coordination of the general regional aid schemes.

. The measures undertaken in the context of the IAP relating to improvements of the environment

shall be such as to ensure compliance with the requirements, both in respect of timetables and stan-
dards, of Directives of the European Community relating to the environment and to water quality.

. The Dutch authorities, in agreement with the Commission, will establish a method to analyze the

composite impact of the different elements towards the achievement of the objectives of the IAP.

. The placing of contracts for work in the framework of the IAP shall comply with the Community

Directives on public procurement.

ADMINISTRATION AND MONITORING ’

7.

The Dutch authorities shall establish an organized coordination and partnership at all levels in the
implementation of the Integrated Action Programme. In this respect, a local Monitoring Committee,
constituted of representatives of the national, regional and local agencies responsible for the manage-
ment of the financial measures, and of representatives of the Commission, will be set up with the
mandate of following and evaluating the implementation of the programme.

. The Monitoring Committee shall adopt its rules of procedure.
. The Monitoring Committee shall meet at least twice a year.

10.

The tasks of the Monitoring Committee shall be:

— to coordinate the choice of measures to be implemented under the IAP and the administrative
and financial arrangements for the implementation thereof,

— to ensure that all measures funded are consistent with the objectives and strategy of the IAP and
fall within the rules and guidelines of the relevant Community structural instruments,

— to coordinate the measures financed under the IAP with other operations, which contribute
directly or indirectly to the objectives of the IAP, but which are implemented outside the frame-
work thereof,

— to propose more detailed rules for the administration of assistance to small and medium-sized
undertakings within the framework of implementing measures to exploit the potential for inter-
nally generated development of the IAP area,

— to coordinate the appropriate publicity activities regarding the implementation of the IAP,
— to monitor and evaluate the progress of the implementation of the programme,

— to report annually (before 1 May of the year following) to the Commission on the progress of the
implementation of the programme,

— to adopt modifications to the IAP where it considers this necessary in view of the socio-economic
situation and the progress made with the implementation of the programme, in so far as these
modifications do not affect budgetary estimates nor require the prior approval of the Commis-
sion,

— to carry out the functions of the Coordinating Committee as described in the addendum to para-
graph IIL2 of the Integrated Action Programme.

In carrying out these tasks, the Monitoring Committee shall have particular regard to environment
considerations.



