
6 . 6. 87 Official Journal of the European Communities No L 146/61

II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION

of 10 April 1987
authorizing the French Republic to apply intra-Community surveillance to
acetic acid originating in the United States of America and put into free

circulation in Spain
(Only the French text is authentic)

(87/290/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular the first para­
graph of Article 115 thereof,

Whereas on 23 February 1987 the French Government
applied to the Commission, under the first paragraph of
Article 115 of the Treaty, for authorization to introduce
intra-Community surveillance in respect of acetic acid
falling within subheading 29.14 A II a) of the Common
Customs Tariff (NIMEXE code 29.14-17), originating in
the United States of America, and put into free circulation
in Spain ;

despite the fact that imports of the products in question
from Spain are subject to a further residual duty of 5,1 % ;

Whereas the French authorities have stated that, on
account of such differences, there is a risk of an increase
of imports into France of acetic acid originating in third
countries and put into free circulation in Spain ; whereas
the risk is greater in the case of acetic acid originating in
the United States of America ;

Whereas, according to information notified to the
Commission, direct imports into Spain of acetic acid
originating in the United States of America increased
from 3 080 tonnes in 1985 to 11 268 tonnes in 1986 ;
whereas such imports are at very low prices, principally
because there is a surplus of acetic acid produced in the
United States of America ;

Whereas the French authorities have stated that an
uncontrolled increase in indirect imports from Spain of
acetic acid originating in the United States of America
could cause problems for the French industry concerned,
which is highly sensitive to price variations ;

Whereas it is therefore necessary to ensure fuller informa­
tion on the likely level of imports of goods in free circula­
tion so as to detect any dangerous trend and to effect,
where appropriate, the necessary remedies ; whereas
France should consequently be authorized to introduce,
under the first paragraph of Article 115 of the Treaty,
prior surveillance of imports of acetic acid originating in
the United States of America and put into free circulation
in Spain, by making them subject to the issue of an
import document ;

Whereas there are differences in the tariff measures
applied by Spain and the Community as originally consti­
tuted in respect of the products in question originating in
third countries ; whereas, pending completion of the
process of aligning Spanish duties on the duties of the
Common Customs Tariff as laid down in the Treaty of
Accession of Spain to the Community, Spanish imports of
acetic acid originating in third countries receive more
favourable tariff treatment than that applied to them in
the Community as originally constituted ; whereas, for the
period from 1 January to 31 December 1987, the duty
applied by Spain is 3,8 % compared with the Common
Customs Tariff duty of 16,8 % ;

Whereas such differences in the tariff measures applied
by the Member States are liable to cause trade deflections,
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Whereas this import document must be issued automati­
cally, within a fixed time limit and for all quantities
applied for ;

Whereas, in order that checking the origin of imports
does not act as a barrier to intra-Community trade, France
ought as a general rule, as part of the formalities for the
importation of a product from another Member State, to
confine itself to asking the importer for a simple
declaration of the origin of the product, on the basis of
what he may reasonably be expected to know of it,

(c) a description of the product, with the following
particulars :
— its commercial description,
— its Common Customs Tariff heading No and

NIMEXE code ;
(d) the value and quantity in units habitually used for
trade purposes ;

(e) the expected delivery date or dates ;
(f) documentary evidence of release for free circulation ;

failing such evidence, the validity of the import docu­
ment shall be limited to one month from the date of
its issue.

Article 3

1 . As part of the formalities for the importation of
products of a kind covered by the intra-Community
surveillance measures referred to in Article 1 , the relevant
authorities may request the importer to indicate the
origin of the goods on the customs declaration .

2. Supporting documentation may not be requested
except in cases where serious, well-founded doubts exist
rendering such documentation indispensable in order to
establish the true origin of the goods in question . Never­
theless, the request for such documentation may not, of
itself, constitute an impediment to the importation of the
goods .

Article 4

This Decision is addressed to the French Republic.

Done at Brussels, 10 April 1987.

For the Commission

Willy DE CLERCQ

Member of the Commission

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

France is hereby authorized to make imports of acetic
acid falling within subheading 29.14 A II a) of the
Common Customs Tariff, NIMEXE code 29.14-17,
originating in the United States of America and put into
free circulation in Spain, subject to the issue of an import
document.

The import document shall be issued without charge and
for all the quantities applied for at the very latest within
five working days of the date on which the importer's
application was lodged, irrespective of his place of busi­
ness in the Community.

Article 2

France may require from the applicant for an import
document only the following particulars :
(a) the identity of the importer and of the consignor in
the Member State from which the goods are being
imported ;

(b) the country of origin and Member State from which
the goods are being imported ;


