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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION
of 4 April 1997

amending Decision 95/196/EC on the long-term national aid scheme for
agriculture in the northern regions of Finland

(Only the Finnish and Swedish texts are authentic)

(97/279/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to the Act of Accession of Austria, Finland
and Sweden, and in particular Article 142 thereof,

Whereas Finland, acting in accordance with Article 143
of the Act of Accession, notified the Commission on 26
October 1994 of the aid scheme proposed under Article
142;

Whereas the aid scheme was approved by Commission
Decision 95/196/EC (),

Whereas Finland requested the Commission on 16
November and 12 December 1995 and 19 November
1996 to amend certain aspects of Decision 95/196/EC
and subsequently presented additional information in
support of its requests;

Whereas in the abovementioned letters, Finland requested
firstly an increase in the production of potato starch
provided for in Annex II to Decision 95/196/EC and in
the areas growing potatoes for starch production quali-
fying for aid for the northern regions provided for in

() OJ No L 126, 9. 6. 1995, p. 35.

Annex IV to that Decision in order to reflect the quota
allocated to Finland by Council Regulation (EC) No
1868/94 of 27 July 1994 establishing a quota system in
relation to the production of potato starch (3, as last
amended by Regulation (EC) No 1863/95 (°), whereas this
request is in conformity with the development of the
common argricultural policy and agreement to it may
contribute to greater consistency between the various
measures applied in the potato starch sector; whereas the
increases will require the adjustment of the total permis-
sible aid for potato starch provided for in Annex III to
Decision 95/196/EC together with certain amendments to
Annex VI to that Decision; whereas those amendments
will require a reduction in the areas provided for in
respect of pasturage, ware potatoes and set-aside set out
respectively in Annexes II and IV to that Decision;

Whereas Council Regulation (EEC) No 3950/92 of 28
December 1992 establishing an additional levy in the
milk and milk products sector (), as amended by
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1109/96 (%), provides
that, for the purpose of determining the contribution of
producers towards the levy, unused reference quantities
may be reallocated during the 12-month period
concerned; whereas aid for this product in the northern
regions may be paid within the limit of the reference
quantity allocated to each producer after the unused
quantities have been reallocated,;

o L 197, 30. 7. 1994, p. 4.
o L 179, 29. 7. 1995, p. 1.
o L 405, 31. 12. 1992, p. 1.
o L 148, 21. 6. 1996, p. 13.
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Whereas Finland has requested the correction of the posi-
tion of the coastal and lake islands in the context of the
applicable Community aids; whereas since those islands
qualify for the agri-environmental measures or for the
compensatory allowance approved by the Commission in
its Decisions of 10 October 1995 and 29 August 1995
respectively, that request is justified and will require the
deletion in Annex I to Decision 95/196/EC of the foot-
note relating to subregion C, North;

Whereas, as a result of the approval by the Commission
of the agri-environmental programme for Finland, it is
necessary to amend certain aspects of the crop products
section of Annex VI to Decision 95/196/EC concerning
potatoes for starch production and sugarbeet;

Whereas a proposal has been made by Finland concern-
ing aid for the storage of wild soft fruit and wild mush-
rooms; whereas that aid existed prior to accession and is
regarded as a measure facilitating the disposal of those
products within the meaning of the third indent of the
third subparagraph of Article 142 (3) of the Act of Acces-
sion;

Whereas more accurate estimates of the area of arable
land cultivated by young farmers in the northern regions
and of the production of milk in subregion C,, provided
by Finland, together with the inclusion of the SLOM
quantities allocated in 1995 and 1996 and the reduction
in the 1996 aid for milk as a means of recovering undue
payments for milk in 1995, justify certain amendments to
Annexes II and III to Decision 95/196/EC;

Whereas, in the sheepmeat and goatmeat sector, an
overrun of some 25,5 % of the level of production
recorded during the reference as shown in Annex II to
Decision 95/196/EC was recorded in 1995; whereas,
exceptionally, that overrun does not entail the application
in 1996 of the reduction provided for in Article 4 (1) (c) of
the Decision on the grounds that the Community
premium applied in 1995 was lower than envisaged in
Decision 95/196/EC, that the national currency was re-
valued in relation to the ecu and that the sector ex-
perienced major specific difficulties in Finland in 1995;
whereas this does not constitute a precedent for subse-
quent years;

Whereas, in the poultrymeat sector, the overrun in 1995
of the level of production recorded during the reference
period entails a 23 % reduction in 1996 in the level of
aid authorized for the sector;

Whereas, in the case of Annexes II, III and IV to De-
cision 95/196/EC, amendments which should be accepted
have been requested by Finland as a result of more ac-

curate estimates of the volume of production in the poul-
trymeat sector and the need to show separately the
amounts for laying hens, pullets and chicks on the one
hand and breeding hens, broilers and other poultry on the
other, as well as the need to clarify a number of points
concerning the rates for the conversion of poultry into
LUs contained in Annex V to Decision 95/196/EC;

Whereas a technical correction should be made to Annex
III to Decision 95/196/EC as regards the unit aid auth-
orized for other cereals as from the year 2000;

Whereas, in view of the nature and scope of the amend-
ments, and at the request of Finland, it should be
provided that the amendments take effect from 1 January
1995; whereas, however, in order to prevent entitlement to
supplementary aid resulting for milk producers, the
amendment relating to cow’s milk should take effect only
from the 1996/97 milk year;

Whereas the aid meets the objective set out in the fourth
indent of the third subparagraph of Article 142 (3) of the
Act of Accession since it is granted in particular for the
protection of the environment and the preservation of the
countryside,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1
Decision 95/196/EC is hereby amended as follows:

1. Article 3 (2)(c) is replaced by the following:

(c) cow’s milk: to the reference quantity allocated
pursuant to Article 4 of Council Regulation (EEC)
No 3950/92 (°) after the reallocation of any unused
reference quantities in accordance with the second
subparagraph of Article 2 (1) of that Regulation for
the milk year which ends during the calendar year
in question’.

2. Article 4(1)(a) is replaced by the following:

“@a) as part of the information provided pursuant to
Article 143 (2) of the Act of Accession, forward to
the Commission each year before 1 April and for
the first time before 1 April 1996 information on
the effects of the aid granted and in particular on
the trend in production and in means of produc-
tion qualifying for the aid, the trend in the
economy of the regions concerned and the effects
on the protection of the environment and the
preservation of the countryside referred to in the
fourth indent of the third subparagraph of Article
142 (3) of the Act of Accession;.
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3. In Annex I, footnote 2 concerning subregion C, North
is deleted.

4. Annexes II, III, IV, V and VI are replaced by the
Annex to this Decision.
Article 2

This Decision shall apply from 1 January 1995 with the
exception of Article 1, point 1, which shall apply from 1
April 1996.

Article 3
This Decision is addressed to the Republic of Finland.

Done at Brussels, 4 April 1997.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX
‘ANNEX II
As referred to in Article 2 (2)
Per product
Production in northern subregions Overall support
Product 1993
C, C, C, North G C, Total (Fmk million)
1. ANIMAL PRODUCTS
Beef/veal 18 400 31700 3600 5600 600 59900 (') 1216
Sheepmeat and goatmeat 223 276 60 111 41 711 35
Pigmeat 42 9500 24700 1 300 2000 6 70906 (3 301
Eggs 16 950 8 000 1 000 1 000 2 26 952 109
Poultrymeat 8 335 1075 10 20 1 9 441 44
Reindeer — — — 1073 2370 3443 41
Horses (LU) () 2 400 2800 340 390 70 6 000 32,2
Milk 532 248 918 095 103 676 164 990 24 000 1 743 009 (% 2648 (9
Total 1 4426,2
2. CROP PRODUCTS
Sugar 17 570 2270 0 0 0 19 840 24
Starch (%) 24160 9 400 0 0 33 560 40
Cereals and other arable crops: 900 400 717 800 52 500 32 500 0 1703 200 1858
— barley, oats, mixed cereals (809 000) | (680 000) (52 000) (32 000) (0) |(1 573 000) (1 616)
— other cereals and arable crops | (91 400) | (37 800) (500) (500) (129 200) (242)
Horticulture:
— under permanent shelter:
— vegetables 41 000 10 000 400 400 200 52 000 187
— flowers O 0 0 O 0 60 () 71
— field-scale vegetables 39 000 20 000 1 600 2000 60 62 660 44
— apples 50 50 0 0 0 100 0,3
— wild soft fruit and wild mush-
rooms ) 0 ¥] ¥ 0 40 000 2
Total 2 22263
Grand total 6652,5(")

(") Excluding cow’s meat (26 300 t).
( Including sow’s meat (3100 t)

(*) Mares for breeding, foals (1-3 years old) and Finnish horses.
() Including 23 009 t SLOM quantity allocated in Finland in 1995 and 1996. These quantities may be supplemented with those allocated in accordance with
the Act of Accession from the reserve decided on for the Finnish SLOM.

() Including Fmk 200 million to offset the aid for cow’s meat.
() A production system applies to potato starch.

() Million items.

(¥) Plus Fmk 22,7 million for aid for Scolt Lapps, the natural economy and the reindeer industry.

(" In subregions where the aid is payable.
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ANNEX IV

As referred to in the second indent of the second subparagraph of Article 3 (1)

Quantities expressed in production factors

(LU or ba)
Northern subregions
Product
C G, C, North c, c, Total
1. Animal products (LU)
Total bovine animals, of which: 188 550 316 700 35900 56 550 7 650 605 350
— suckler cows 6550 7 100 650 900 150 15350
— dairy cows (') 97 795 168 864 19033 30 574 4556 320 820
— male bovine animals 36 000 62 300 7250 11 100 1 050 117 700
— heifers: for slaughter (head) 17 390 30020 3380 5440 810 57 040
Sheep/goats 1650 1810 460 790 300 5010
Swine 63700 37 600 2100 3150 40 106 590
Poultry 23700 7700 850 355 5 32610
— layers, pullets and chicks 16 000 6 300 680 330 4 23314
— broilers and other poultry 7700 1 400 170 25 1 9296
Horses 2400 2 800 340 390 70 6 000
Reindeer (head) 0 0 0 71 500 157 500 229 000
2. Crop products (ha)

Sugarbeet 3230 520 0 0 0 3750
Potatoes for starch production 4490 2090 0 0 0 6 580
Cereals and other arable crops: 286 780 238 100 20720 12 600 100 557700
— barley, oats, mixed cereals 248 000 227 050 19 900 12 600 100 507 650
— other cereals and arable crops 38 780 10 450 820 0 0 50050
Horticulture under permanent shelter:

— vegetables 116 29 1,1 1,1 0,6 148
— flowers and plants 26,7 20 2,6 52 0,6 55,1
Field-scale vegetables 1285 678 52 68 2 2085
Apples 5 5 0 0 0 10
Other UAA 239 322 404 946 60 868 121 464 19612 846 812
Total UAA 535255 646 388 81 644 134138 19715 1417 140

(") This figure may be increased by a Commission decision where an increase is decided in the quantities of milk allocated in accordance with the Act of

Accession, from the reserve decided on for the Finnish SLOM quota.
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ANNEX V

As referred to in the third indent of Article 3 (1)

Coefficients for conversion into LU

(LU)

Dairy cows

Suckler cows

Male bovine animals over 2 years old

Other bovine animals over 2 years old

Other bovine animals from 6 months to 2 years old

Ewes and she-goats

Sows and boars

Other swine excluding piglets

Poultry:

— layers

— broilers

— turkeys and other poultry

— pullets and chicks

— breeding hens

Horses over 6 months old:

Mares for breeding, including ponies

Finnish horses

Other horses and ponies from 1 to 3 years old.

0.6
0,15
0,7
0,23

0,013
0,0053
0,013
0,0027
0,026

0,85
0,6
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ANNEX VI
As referred to in the first indent of the third subparagraph of Article 3 (1)

Community aid

1. Animal products ECU (green) 1 = Fmk 7,60
ECU (budget) | = Fmk 630
Market support Compensatory allowance Agri-environmental measures
Regulations (EEC) No 805/68 Regulation Regulation
and (EEC) No 3886/92 (EEC) No 2328/91 (BEC) No 2078/92
Area Product (green ecus) (budget ecus) (green ecus) (") Grand total
(budget
Total Total Total ecus)
ECU/unit ECU ECU/LU ECU ECU/ha (%) ECU
million (3 million million (¥)
G,
Suckler cows 175 1,146 180 1,179
Male bovine animals 120 7,018 180 6,480
Total 8,164 7,659 112 2,198 20,159
G,
Suckler cows 175 1,243 180 1,278
Male bovine animals 120 12,105 180 11,214
Total 13,348 12,492 112 3,933 33,339
C, North
Suckler cows 175 0,114 180 0,117
Male bovine animals 120 1,404 180 1,305
Total 1,518 1,422 112 0,549 3,916
G
Suckler cows 175 0,158 180 0,162
Male bovine animals 120 2,105 180 1,998
Total 2,263 2,160 112 0,983 6,076
C,
Suckler cows 175 0,026 180 0,027
Male bovine animals 120 0,175 180 0,189
Total 0,202 0,216 112 0,145 0,634
Total
Suckler cows 2,686 2,763
Male bovine animals 22,807 21,186
Total 25,493 23,949 112 7,808 64,122
C,-C, | Suckler cows, other bovine animals 180 85,014 112 27,718 118,451
Total bovine animals 25,493 108,963 35,526 182,573
C,-C, Ewes, she-goats 24,2 0,77 180 0,903 112 0,566 2,515
C-C, [ Horses 180 2,363 66 (%) 0,407 2,854
C,-C, Total 1 26,263 112,229 36,499 187,942
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2. Crop products

M Compensatory allowance Agri-environmental
arket‘ support Regulation Rmea?ures
Regulation (EEC) No 1765/92 egulation
(green ecus) (EE(EL)de\:I:t igﬁg)/m (EEC) No 2078/92 Grand total
Area Product & (green ecus) (budget
ecus)
Total Total Total
t/ha ECU/ha ECU m ECU/ha ot ECU/ha() | ECU m
) ECU m *)
Cereals and other arable crops
C, — barley, oats, mixed cereals 28 126 31,248 180 44,640 53 11,830 96,607
— wheat, rue, barley for malt and
other arable crops 28 126 4,889 180 (%) 5,004 53 1,851 13,135
Total 36,137 49,644 13,680 109,740
G
— barley, oats, mixed cereals 2,3 104 23,613 180 40,869 33 6,757 77,506
— wheat, rue, barley for malt and
other arable crops 2,3 104 1,087 180 1,350 33 0,310 3,035
Total 24,700 42,219 7,067 80,541
C, North
— barley, oats, mixed cereals 23 104 2,070 180 3,582 33 0,591 6,792
— wheat, rue, barley for malt and
other arable crops 2,3 104 0,085 180 0,108 33 0,024 0,239
Total 2,155 3,690 0,615 7,032
C,
— barley, oats, mixed cereals 2,3 104 1,310 180 2,268 33 0,374 4,30
— wheat, rue, barley for malt and
other arable crops
Total 1,310 2,268 0,374 4,30
Total
— barley, oats, mixed cereals 58,241 91,359 19,552 185,205
— wheat, rue, barley for malt and
other arable crops 6,061 6,462 2,185 16,410
Total 64,302 97,821 21,737 201,614
Other crops
C, Potatoes for starch 409 1,836 180 0,808 53 2,830 5,899
C, Potatoes for starch 409 0,855 180 0,376 33 0,690 2,241
C,-C, | Sugarbeet 180 0,675 112 0,420 1,182
C,-C, | Field-scale vegetables 180 0,375 228 0,475 0,948
C.-C, | Apples 580 0,005 0,006
C,-C, | Soft fruit 180 0,655 580 1,901 2,948
Total 2 66,993 100,710 27,653 214,994
GRAND TOTAL 93,256 212,939 64,152 403,008

(") Aid for pasturage (cows, male bovine animals, other bovine animals, suckler cows).
(& With premium for extensification.

(*) Costs not deducted.

() 90 % eligible according to Finnish authorities.

() Finnish horses.

() Not including aid for set-aside.

(") Costs not deducted.

(*) Taking account of the restrictions on farmers for allocation of aid.

(°) Wheat is not eligible if the yield is higher than 2,5 t/ha’




