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COUNCIL DECISION
of 24 September 1998

on the implementation by the Commission of activities relating to
the Community market access strategy

(98/552/EC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community and
in particular Article 113 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ('),

Whereas the common commercial policy would be incomplete were it
not accompanied at Community level by specific activities designed to
remove trade barriers;

Whereas, therefore, the new world-wide commercial opportunities for
Community industry should be supported by a market access policy of
the Community to remove trade barriers;

Whereas such a policy needs to be backed up by specific activities to
identify, and find ways to eliminate, trade barriers;

Whereas to this end it is necessary to adopt rules laying down the basic
objectives to be achieved by the Commission as well as the means to
achieve these goals,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

1. In carrying out the Community's market access strategy, the
Commission shall undertake the following activities:

— identification and analysis of market access barriers in third coun-
tries,

— establishment and development of databases as well as coordination
and dissemination of information concerning trade barriers and
international or national trade regulations,

— studies concerning, in particular, implementation by third countries
of their obligations under international trade agreements, or in
connection with the preparation of negotiations,

— organisation for businesses of seminars and other similar forums,
production and distribution of studies, information packs, publica-
tions, leaflets concerning any legal or economic aspect relating to
the removal of trade barriers.

2. In implementing the activities referred to in paragraph 1, the
Commission shall ensure the consistency of the specific activities
developed thereunder with the various aspects of other Community
policies.

Article 2

In order to enable it to carry out the activities mentioned in this Deci-
sion, the Commission shall dispose of the necessary financial resources.
For that reason, the Commission shall include in the normal budgetary
procedures annual proposals for its financial requirements for the activ-
ities specified in Article 1.

Article 3

1.  The Commission shall be assisted by a committee.

(') 0OJ C 316, 25. 10. 1996, p. 12.
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YM1
2. In the context of the implementation of the activity referred to in
Article 1, Articles 3 and 7 of Decision 1999/468/EC (') shall apply.

3. The Committee shall adopt its Rules of Procedure.

(') OJL 184, 17.7.1999, p. 23.



